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M A £) A M, 

iF Chriftianity Was inconfiftent 
with true Politenefs^ or prejudicial 
to real Happinefs^ I (hould be ex- 
tremely injudicious, and inexcujf- 
ably ungrateful, in prefenting thefe Eflays to 
your Ladyship. But as the Religion of JE^ 
SUS is the grand Ornament of our Nature, 
and a Source of the fublimeft Joy^ the Pur- 
port of the following Pages, cannot be unwor* 
thy the Countenance and Protection of the 
A 2 mcft 
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mojl accomplijhed Perfon. Neither can there be 
a Wifh, more fuitable to the Obligations or 
the Diftates of a grateful Htarty than that You 
may experience what You read, and ie what 
You patronize.. 

Did Religion confift in a formal Round of 
external Obfervances, or a forced Submiffion 
to fome rigorous Aufterities, I Ihould not fcruplc 
to join with the Infidel and the Senfualift, to 
dread it in one View, and defpife it in another. 
You need not be informed, Madam, that it is 
as much fuperior to all fuch low znA forbidding 
Singularities, as the Heavens are higher than 
the Earth. It is defcribed by an Author, who 
learnt its Theoiy in the Regions of Paradife, 
and who difplayed its Efficacy \r\ his own moft 
exemplary Converfation. — It is thus defcribed 
by that incomparable Author 5 ^be Kingdom of 
God, is not Meat and Drink, hut Righteoufnefs^ 
and Peace, and Joy in the HOLT GHOST. ^ 

To be reconciled to the Omnipotent GOD 
— To be interefted in the unfearchable Riches 

of CHRIST To be renewed in our Hearts, 

and influenced in our Lives, by the fanftify- 
ing Operations of the Divine SPIRIT— This 

is 
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is evangelical Righteoufnefs. I'his is genuine 
Religion. This, Madam, is the Kingdom of 

GOD eftablifhed in the Soul. How benign 

and inviting is fuch an Inftitution ! How ho- 
nourable an(J advantageous fuch a State ! And 
from fuch Privileges, what other Effedls can 
flow, but that Peace^ which pcjfetb all Tinder^ 
Jlanding? That Joy^ which is unfpeakable and 
glorious? 

Is there any Thing in the Amufements of 
the Gay and Purfuits of the Ambitious, of 
greater, of equal, of cojnparable Value ? Is not 
all that Wealth can purchafe, all that Grandeur 
can beftow, fomewhat like thofe glittering 
Bubbles, which when viewed are Emptinefs^ 
when grafped are Nothing? Whereas, the 
Comforts, the Benefits, the Hopes of Chrifti- 
anity, are at once fupremely excellent, and in- 
finitely durable. A Portion, fuited to the Dig- 
nity of a rational Soul ; large as its Faculties, 
and immortal as its Being. 

All thefe Bleffings are centered in CHRIST i 
were purchafed by CHRIST-, are communi- 
cated from CHRIST.--lt is for want of know- 

A 3 ing 
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ing thofe boundlefs and everlafting Treafures 
of pardoning^ J^ftify^^Sy f^^S Merit, which 
the LORD JESUS CHR IS r pofleffes, and 
vvhich He freely difpenfes even to Sinners, that 
fo many unthinking Perfons are attached to ig^ 
noble Objefls, and beguiled by delufory Plea- 
fures. Unhappy Creatures ! What csn they do, 
but catch at Shadows, and ftoop to Trifles,' 
while they are ignorant of the grand, the fub- 
ftantial, the exalted Good ? — It is for want of 
duly attending to that Fulnefs of Grace, and 
thatPlenteoufhefs of Redemption, which dwell 
m our mofl adorable SAVIOUR, that fo many 
ferious Perfons are Strangers to the Tranquil 
lity and Sweetnefs of Religion : are fubjeft to 
all its Reflraints, but enjoy few, if any, of its 
Delights. Miftaken Zealots! How can they 
avoid the gloomy Situation and the uncom- 
fortable Circumftance, fo long as they with- 
draw themfelves from the Sun of Righteous-* 
NBss ^id his allrchearing Beams ? 

May your Ladyship live continually un- 
der his heavenly Light and healing Wings ! Be 
more fully aflured of his dying Love, and 
have brighter, ftill brighter Manifeftations of 

his 
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his immenfe Perfedlions ! By thefe delightful 
Views, and by that precious Faith, may your ^ 
Heart be transformed into his boly^ his amiable^ 
his divine Image ! Your Happinefs will then 
be juft fuch as is wifhed, but far greater than 
can be exprefled by, 



Madam, 

Tour mojl obliged^ and 

Moji obedient bimble Servant^ 

Wefton-Favell, 
Jan. 6. 1755. 

James Hervev. 
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ISE Reader will probably expeSl 
I fome Account of the enfui7ig fFork; 
and^ to gratify Him in this Par-- 
ticular, mil be a real Pleafure to 
the Author. 

TCbe Beauty and Excellency of the Scriptures — ' 
^%e Ruin and Depravity of human Nature — Its 
bappy Recovery, founded on the Atonement ^ and 
efeaed by the SPIRIT of CHRIST-^Thefe are 
fome of the chief Points^ vindicated^ illujlrated^ 

and applied in the following Sheets. But the 

grand Article ^ that tohicb makes the principal Fi^ 

gurey is the iMputed Righteousness of our 

divine LORD j from whence arifes our Jufiifca^ 

m befrre GOD^ and our renewed Title to every 

heavenly 
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heavenly BleJJtng. An Article^ ivbichy though emU 
nent for its Importance ^ feems to be little under^ 
Jloody and kfs regarded; if not much mijiaken^ and 
almo/i forgotten. 

The Dignity and Importance of this great 

evangelical DoSirine bow worthy it is of the 

moji attentive Conjiderationy and ofuniverfal Ac-; 

ceptance is hinted in the Jecond Dialogue. So 

that I needy in this Place^ do nothing more, than 
give the Senfe of a Pajfage from Witfius, which 
is there introduced in the Notes. — " I'be DoBrine 
" ^f jHfilfi^^^^y fi^ys that excellent Author, 
^^ fpreads itfelf through the whole Sy/lem ofDivi^ 
" nity. As this is either foUdly ejlablijhedy orfu^ 
^* perficially tombed % fully Jlated^ or Jligbtly dif- 
" miffed \ accordingly, the whole StruShire ofRe^ 
} * ligion, either rifes graceful and magnificent, fu^ 
" periar to A/faulty and beyond the Power ofDe-^ 
" cay\ or elfe it appears difproportionate and de- 
^^ feBive, totters on its Foundation^ and threatens 
« an opprobrious Fall *." 

^the Defign is executed in the Form of Dialogue. 
^bofe Parts only excepted, in which it was not 
eajy to carry on a Converfation, and ajjign to each 
Perfon a proper Degree of Significancy. Here, to 
avoid the common Lnputation^ of bringing upon the 

St0g9 

• Sec p. 70« 
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Stage a Mute or a Shadow — one who fights witln 
out Weapom^ and fubmits without a Contefi — the 
Scene Jhifts. Our Gentlemen feparate \ andy in^ 
fiead of converfingy enter upon an epiftolary Cor^ 
rejpondence. 

fTbe Dialogue Form feemSy on many Con/idera-' 
tions, a very eligible JVay of Writing. — Hereby y 
the Author gives an Air both of Dignity and of 
Modefiy to his Sentiments. Of Dignity ; by ^- 
livering tbem from the Mouths of PerfonSy in 
every reJpeSt fuperior to Himfelf Of Modefiy ; 
hecaufe We no longer conjider Him in the raifedy 
but invidious Capacity of a Treacher. Infiead bf 
calling Us to bis Feety and didlating his Precepts y 
He gratifies our Curiofity. He turns back a Cur^ 
tainy and admits Us to fome remarkable Inter-- 
viewSy or interefting Conferences. We over-heary 
by a kind of innocent or imaginary Stealthy the 
Debates which pafs in the Recejfes of Privacy i 
which are carried on, with the mofi unreferved 

Freedom of Speech y and Opennefi of Heart. A 

CircumfiancCy which will zi^oXogxzt for fome Pe^ 
culiaritiesy that might otherwife be inconfiflent 
with Humility y or offenfive to Delicacy. Particu" 
larfyy it may obviate the Difgufiy which generally 
and indeed defervfdlyy attends the frequent Intrufion 
of that ambitious and ufurping little Monofyllabky I. 



■It- 



xii PREFACE. 

T'be Names of the Perfons are prefxed, each 
to his refpeStive Share of the Difcourfe ; in Imi^ 
iation of Cicero, and for the Reafons which he 
ajfigns. Quad enim ipfos induxi loquentes: 
ne Inquam & Inquit fopius interponerentur. 
Atque id eo feci, ut tanquam praefentibus co- 
ram haberi Sermo videretur *. T'his Method^ 
He very jufily intimately is removed farthejl from 
the Narrative y and makes the nearefi Approaches 
to Life and Reality. // quite fecretes the Au-" 
thor i andy by introducing the Perfons themfelves, 
renders all that pajfes intirely their own. — It pre^ 
vents likewife the Repetition ofthofe interlocutory 
Wordsy He faid, He replied. Whichy unlefs the 
Speeches are very longy mufi frequently recur y and 
have no pkafing EffeSi upon the Ear. And if the 
Speeches are longy the Spirit of Converfation is lojl. 
fthe Affociates are no longer talking ; hut one of 
themy or the Author, is lefturing. 

Though J have fo much to fay in Behalf of the 
Model, / have very little to fay with regard to 
the Execution unlefs it be to confefs the Defi- 
ciency. T^ere is noty I amfenjibky that peculiar 
^r and diftinguifhing T'urny which Jhould mark 
and charaSierize each Speaker. This is what the 
Nature of finijbed Dialogue requires^ and what 
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the Author applauds in fome "very fuperior Writ- 
ers. Buty not having the Ability to copy it^ He 
has not the Vanity to affeSl it. — Neverthelefs^ the 
attentive Reader willy all alongy perceive a Differ^ 
ence in the Sentiment, // not in the Language. 
iTbe Materials vary^ even when they run into the 
faine Mouldy and take the fame Form. — In the Dic^ 
tion alfo there mujl be (bme Diverjity. Becaufe^ 
fever al of the Objections are propofed in the very 
Words of me or two eminent JVriterSy who have 
appeared on the other Side of the ^ejlion. Iheje 
are not particularized by the Mark of Rotation ; 
becaufty the Man of Reading will have no Occa-- 
fonfor the Affiflance offuch an IndeXy and the 
Man of Tafte will probably difcern- them by the 
Singularity of the Style. 

Some of the following PieceSy itmuji be acknow^ 
ledgedy are of the controverfial Kind. A Species 
if Writingy leaji fufceptible of the Graces y which 
embellijh Compofition ;• or rather moft deflitute of 
the AttraSfiveSy which engage Attentiony and 

create Delight. Tet I have fometimes thoughty 

that it is not abfolutely impojjibley to make even the 
ftem Face of Cmtroverjy wear a Smile j and to 
reap fome valuable Fruity from the rugged jp«r- 
rows of Dif^utation. Whether this is effe£ted in 

the 
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the prefent Work^ the Public tnu/l judge ; that it 
has been attempted^ the Author may be permitted 
to declare. 

^0 /often the Afperities of Argument y Views of 
Nature are interfperfed. That^ if the former 
Jbould carry the Appearance of a rude intangled 
Forejiy or of a frowning gloomy Recefs^ there may 
he fome agreeable Openings, and lightfome Ave- 
nues, to admit a ProfpeSl of the Country : which 
is always arreted in Pharms, and never fails to 
pleafe. 

I'he Author confejjes a very peculiar Fondnefsfor 
the amiable Scenes of Creation. It is therefore 
not at all improbable y but his Excurfons on this 

TCopic may be of the difFufivc Kindy and his Z)^- 
fcriptions fomewhat luxuriant. // is hopedy how^ 
every that the benevolent Reader will indulge Him 
in this favourite Foible. — If any jhould feel the 
fame prevailing Pqffion for the Beauties of Na-- 
turcy *tis poffible thefe Perfons may be inclinedy not 
only to excufe, but approve the Fault ; and take 
Part with the Lover y even in Oppojition to the 
Critic. 

Farther to diverfify the PiecCy Sketches ^Phi- 
lofophy are introduced. Eafy to be underjloody 
and calculated to entertain the Imaginationy as 

well 



PREFACE. XV 

'well as to improve the Heart. More particularly^ 
to difplay the wife and beneficent Dejign of Pro^ 
vidence^ in the various Appearances and number^ 
lefs Produilions of the material World. Neither 
are thefe kemarks altogether foreign to the main 
Point. Buty as far as the Wonders of Creation 
may comport with the Riches of Grace ^ fubferve 
the general End. 

As to the Choice of my SubjeSts-^^^Some Peo-- 
pie have defired to fee an Inveifive, againjl the fa- 
fhionable and predominant Vices of the Age. 
J'hisy I apprehend, would be like picking off' the 
Leaves, or clipping away the Twigs, offome over^ 
grown and noxious Tree. Waving this tedious and 
ineffeStual Ttoil, I would rather lay my Axe to the 
Root. Let the Knowledge and Love ^CHRIST 
take place in the Heart, and not only a few of the 
Branches, but the whole Body of Sin will fall 
at once. 

Some would have the Author infifi upon the con- 

fcientious Obfervation of the Sabbath, inculcate 

the daily Worjhip of GOD in the Family, and 

urge a devout Attendance on the public Ordinances 

of Religion. But when a Perfon is convinced of 

Sin, and made fenfble of Mifery ; when he has 

tailed 
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tafted the good Word of GOD*, and feen 
by Faith the LORD'S CHRIStfi He will 

want no Solicitation or Incitement y to tbefe Means 
of Grace y^ and Exercifes of Godlinefs. He will 
have jujl the fame Dijpoftion to them ally as the 
hungry Appetite has to wholfome Foody or the 
new-bom Babe % to the Mlk of the Breaji. 

Others may imagine y that I have negleSied the 
Interejls ^/'Morality ; becaufcy here is no profejfed 
Attempt to delineate its Duties y or in force itsPrac-- 
tice.—Let thefe\ Perfons remember y that Morality 
never makes fuch vigorous Shoots y never produces 
fuch generous Fruity as when ingrafted on evan- 
gelical Principles. — And if I do not crop the Pinky 
theRofCy and the Carnation ; if I do not gather the 
Peachy the NeSlarinCy and the Pine- Apple ; and 

^puf them into my Readers Handy for his immediate 

Enjoy- 

♦ Heb. vi. 5. t I^^i^ "• 26. 

% I Pet, ii. 2, This Comparifon is, perhaps, the moft 
ixa£f and exprejfiviy that Words can form, or Fancy con- 
ceive. Babes covet nothing but the Milk of the Breaft.* 
They arc indifferent about all other Things. Give them 
Riches,- give them Honours, give them v/hatever you pleafe^ 
without this rich, delicious, balmy Nutriment, they will noty 
they cannot be fatisfied. — How finely does' this illuArate, and 
how forcibly inculcate, what our LORD^ftyles, ThefmgU 
Eye^ and The Om Thing needful! Or, the falutary Dodrincs, 
and delightful Privileges of'^the Gofpef; together with that 
fupreme Value for them, and undivided Complacency in 
them, which are the diitinguiihing Charader*of /^^ Chrijtian ! 
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Enjoyment : I am endeavouring tofow the Seeds, 
and plant the Roots in bis Garden j wbtcb^ ifche^ 
rijhed by tbe favourable Influence of Heaven^ will 
yield Him J not an occafional, but a conftant Sup^ 
plyofaU. 

Asfeveral T'exts of Scripture come under Confix 

deration^ Criticifins upon tbe Original are fre^ 

quentfy fubjoined. In order to clear upfome Dif^ 

ficukiesy to reSlify fome Miftr (inflations y or point 

out the many delicate and maflerly Strokes^ wbicb 

occur in the Bible. And glad fl^ould I be^ ex^ 

tremely glady if I might recommend and endear 
that invaluable Book. If as the divine RE^ 
D £ £ Af £ i? rideth on in the Word of Truth, 
of Meeknefs, and Righteoufhefs *, this Hand 
might fcatter a Palm Branchy or this Perform^ 
ance might lie as a Flowrety to flrew his Way -f-, 
andfolemnixe his Triumph. 

In the Courfe of the Difputationy I dare notfup^ 
J>ofey that I have dif cuffed all the Arguments, which 
Sagacity may devife^ or Sophiflry urge. Perhaps y 
I have not removed all the Scruples, which may 
awaken Prgudicey or embarrafs Integrity. Thisy 
however y I may venture to affirm y that I myfelf 
have met with no conflderable ObjcSliony which is 

♦ Pfal. xlv. 4, f Alluding to Matt. xxi. 8. 

Vol. I. a not 
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not eifber exprejly anfweredy or virtually refuted^ 
in tbefe Conferences. — Andy though I Jhould neither 
Jatisfy nor fikncethe Gainfayery IJhall think my 
Endeavours happily employed^ if they may. throw 
Light upon the dim Apprehenfion \ ejlahlifh the 
wavering Faith \ or comfort the afflided Confci^ 
ence. 

If any Jhould burlefque or ridicule thefe venerable 
Truthsy and exalted Privileges^ I JImU only fay 
with my Divine MASTER', O! that Thou 
hadft known, in this thy Day, the Things that 
belong to thy Peace ! But now they are hid, // 
is evident from fuch a Procedure , they are hid 
from thine Eyes *• — Should any, in the Spirit of 
Decency and Candor, either Jlart new, or revive 
old ObjeBionSy I doubt not, but they will receive 
both a due Examination and a proper Reply. As 
thefe DoSlrines enter into the very Eflence of the 
Gofpely and conjlitute the Glory of our Religion y 
they can never- want a Succe/Jion of Advocates y fo 
long as the Sun and Moon endure. For my own 
Party I muji beg Leave to retire from theLiJls^ 
and lay down the V/capons of Controverfy. Virgil'i 
Larguage is my Rcfolution ; 

Difcedam, explebo Numeram, reddarquc 

Tcnebris. 

♦ LuU xlx. ifi,. 

%his 



PREFACE. xix 

lH^is Declaratian is madey not from any the kaft 
SufpictMj that my Tenets are indefenfible. But 
hecaufe I would apprize my Friends ^ and the Ftiemh 
rfour commmChrijUamty^ that the Field is clear 
and open for them to advance ; that I rejign to^ 
others the glorious Combat \ and Jhall content my^ 
Jelf with wijhing them Suceefs in the Name oftbt 

LORD. Becaufcy it becomes a Perfin in my 

declining ^tate^ to be more peculiarly intent upon 
encountering a different Adoerfary ; who is jure to 
overcome^ and tiever allows Quarter. Tetj by this 
Word of my Teftimcxiy, and by the Blood of the 
L AMB *, I hope to triumph even when I fall*, 
and to be more than Conqueror y through JEHO^ 
FAH my Righteoufiicfs. 

Should any Ihing be urgedj forcible enough to 

overthrow my Arguments^ or deteB a Miflake in 

jny Sentiments y the World may depend upon feeing 

a free and undiflembled RetraSiation. Ifhall 

look upon it as a Duty^ which I owe to my Confci^ 

ence^ to my Readers ^ and to my GOD^ publickly 

to acknowledge the Error. -r-It is one Tbi?}g to be 

filent J another to be obftinate. As Ifhall infkxi-' 

bly a(tt)ere to thef?ji ; / would^ with equal Steadi^ 

nefsy renounce the lafi. Though I withdraw from 

the Strife of Pens and of Tongues^ I JJjall take 

a 2 ^^^'^ 

♦ Rro.xiu II. 
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care to preferve a Mindy ever aceejjible to Trtab^ 
ever open to ConviSHon. A Mind^ infinitely more 
cmccrned for the Purity and Vvofy^vity of the 
rccrlafting Gofpel^ than for the Prevalence of my 
own Opinion^ or the Credit of my own Performance. 
As I have the Happinefs of being a Member ^ 
and the Honour of being a Minijler^ of the re^ 
formed eftablifhed Church ; / cannot but refleSl^ 
with a peculiar Pleafure^ that every DoSlrine of 
Notey 7naintained in thefe Dialogues and Letters^ 
is either implied in our Liturgy/ aj/erted in our 
Articles, or taught in our Homilies. — It affords 
me like^vife fome Degree of SatisfaStion to obferve^ 
that the moji material of the Sentiments^ have been 
adopted by Milton; are incorporated into his 
Paradife Loft ; and add Dignity to thefublimeji 
Poem in the World. — 75? han)e the highefi Authority ^ 
and thefirft Genius of the Nation on a JVriters 
Sidcy is no contemptible Support. This mujlfurely 
give a SanSliony where^rcer our religious Efta- 
blifhment is reverencedy or polite Literature is 
held in Repute. Tet even this SanSliony compar- 
ed with the Oracle of Revelationy is only like a 
Range of Cyphers y conneSied with the initial Figure. 
Which y were they detached, would be infignifcant -j 
buty infuch a Subordination, are confrderable. 

Perhaps^ 
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Per baps y it Jhould be farther acknowledgedy that 
I have not always confined tnyfelf to the Method of 
our Syftematic Writers^ nor followed their Train 
of Thoughts with afcrupulous Regularity. I would 
conduEl my Felhw^reature to thefupreme and eter^ 
iw/GW, CHRIST JESUS. I have chofen 
the Patby which feemed moft agreeable and invit- 
ing, rather than mo/l beaten and frequented. If 
this leadsy with equal Certainty ^ to the great and 
defirable Endy I dare promife my f elf an eafy Ex- 
cufe.^^Howevery that Method and Order, in the 
do£lrinal Parts of the Plan^ are not wholly neg^ 
k^edy the following Summary of Contents mayp^ew^ 
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DIALOGUE !• 




'HERON; was a Gentleman of 
fine Tafte ; of accurate, rather 
than extenfive Reading; and par- 
ticularly charmed with the Study 
of Nature. He traced the Pla- 
nets in their Courfes, and examined the For- 
mation of the mcaneft Vegetable ; not merely 
to gratify a refined Curiofity, but chiefly to 
cultivate the miller Principles of Religion and 
Vol. I. B Morality. 
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Morality. Several Difcoveries He made, and 
every Difcovery He improved, to this impor- 
tant End — to raife in his Mind, more exalted 
Apprehenfions of the SUPREME Being — 
and to enlarge his Affections, with a dijin- 
terejied Benevolence ; conformable, in fome 
Degree, to that boundlefs Liberality, which 
pervades and animates the whole Creation. 

AsPAsio, was not without his Share of po- 
lite Literature, and philofophical Knowledge. 
He had taken a Tour through the Circle of 
the Sciences ; and, having tranfiently furveyed 
the Produdlions of human Learning, devoted 
his final Attention to the infpired Writings. 
Thefe He ftudied, with the unbiafled Impar- 
tiality of a Critic; yet with the reverential 
Simplicity of a Chriftian. Thefe He regard- 
ed, as the unerring Standard of Duty — the 
authentic Charter of Salvation — and the bright-- 
eji Mirror of the DEITY; affording the moft 
fatisfa6lory and fublime Difplay of all the di- 
vine Attributes. 

Theron^ was fomewhat warm in his Tem- 
per; and would, upon Occafion, make \J(t 
of a little innocent Rallery ; not to expofe his 
Friend, but to enliven the Converfation. 
Sometimes difguijing his real Sentiments; in 
order to fift the Subjefl, or difcover the Opi- 
nion of others. ^fp^^fio feldom indulges the 

humorous or fat)rrical Vein, but argues with 

Meek-^ 
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Meeknefs offFifdom*. Never puts on the Ap- 
pearance of Guile, but always fpeaks the Dic- 
tates of his Heart. 

AJpafio was on a Vifit at Therons Seat.— • 
One Evening, when fome neighbouring Gentle- 
men were juft gone, and had left them alone, 
the Converfation took the following Turn. 

Afp. — I would always be ready, both to 
acknowledge and applaud, whatever is ami- 
able in the Conduft of Others. The Gentle- 
men, who gave Us their Company at Dinner, 
feem to be all of a different Chara6ler. Yet 
each, in his own Way, is exti'emely ^^^^/7^/?. 

Lyfander has lively Parts, and is quick at 
Repartee. But He never abufes his Wit, to 
create Uneafmefs in the honell Heart, or flufh 
the modeft Cheek with Confufion. — ^What 
Solidity of Judgment, and Depth of Penetra- 
tion, appear in Crito ! Yet, how free are his 
Difcourfes, from the magifterial Tone, or 
the diftatorial Solemnity ! — Philenors Tafte 
in the polite Arts, is remarkably correct : yet, 
without the lead Tinfture of Vanity, or any 
weak Fondnefs for Applaufe. He never in- 
terrupts the Progrefs, or wrefts the Topic of 

Conver- 

"AKtls Sapient !a Leli^ HoR. 



Is a moft amiable Charafier, and delicately drawn. But is, 
I think, cxpreffed with greater Strength, and fuperior Beau- 
ty, by the facrcd Penman ; Let Himjhew out of a good Con^ 
verfatlon his fFbrks with Meeknefs of Wifdom. Jam. iii. 13. 

B 2 
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Converfation ; in order to ftiine in his parti- 
cular Province. — TrebcniuSy I find, has fig- 
naUzed his Valour, in fcveral Campaigns. 
Though a Warrior and a Traveler, He gives 
Himfelf no overbearing or oftentatious Airs. 
IwT'rebomuSy You fee the bcave Officer, regulated 
by all the Decency of ^ the Academic, and 
(weetened with all the Affability of the Cour- 
tier. ; / • ; #* ■ * ' -^^w T — 

No one affefts a. morofe Silence, or affumes 
an immoderate Loqusicity*. Toengrofe the Talk, 
is tyrannical : to feal up the Lips, is monkifh. 
Every, one, therefore, from a Fund of good 
Senfe, contributes his Quota : and each fpeaks, 
not with an Ambition to fet off Himfelf, but 
from a Defire to pleafe the Company. 

^her. Indeed, Afpafioy I think myfelf hap- 
py, in this accomplifhed Set of Acquaintance. 
Who add all the Complaifance and Politenefs 
of the Gentleman, to the Benevolence and Fi- 
delity of the Friend. 

Their Converfation is as innocent, as their 
Tafte is refined. — They have a noble Abhor- 
rence of Slandery and deteft the low ungene- 
rous Artifices of DetraSlion. — No loofe Jcjly has 

either 

♦ Zeno being prefent, where a Perfon of this loquacious 
Difpofition played Himfelf off, faid, with an Air of Con- 
cern in his Countenance ; That poor Gentleman is illy He has 
a violent Flux upon Him. The Company was alarmed, and 
the Rhetorician flopped in his Career. Tes ; added the Phi- 
lofopher, The Flux is fo violent^ that it Ijas carried his Ears 
into his Tongue. 
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either the Service of their Tongue, or the 
Sandion of their Smile. Was You to be with 
them, even in their freefl Moments -, You would 
hear Nothing, that borders upon Profanenefsy 
or is in the leaft injurious to Purity of Mo- 
rals. 

j4Jp. There is but one Qualification wanting, 
to render your Friends completely valuable j 
and their focial Interviews a continual Bleff- 
ing. 

l^ber. Pray, what is that ? 

j4Jp. A Turn for moreferious Conferences. — 
Their literary Debates are beautiful Sketches, 
of whatever is moft curious in tlie Sciences, or 
moft delicate in the Arts. From their Remarks 
on our national Affairs, and on foreign Oc- 
currences, a Perfon may almoft form a Syftem 
of Politics. — But, they never touch upon any 
Topic of Morality -, never celebrate thtfublime 
PerfeSliom of the DEITY; never illuftrate 
the Beauties, nor enforce the Truths — 

I'her. Fie upon You, Afpafw^ for your un- 
polite Hint ! Wlio can forbear interrupting an 
Harangue, that pleads for fuch' an outrageous 
Violation of the Mode ? Would introduce eJi-- 
fying Talk into our fajhionable Affemblies ! — 
How is it that You, who, in other Inftances, 
are a Gentleman of Refinement, can be {o 
ftrangely inelegant in this Particular ? 

B 3 ^. 
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Afp. For fuch a Pra6lice, T^herouy We have 
no inconfidcrable Precedents. — Thus Socrates*^ 
the wifeft of the Athenian Sages, thus Scipio "f-, 
the moft accomplifhed of the Roman Generals, 
converfed. — Thus Cicero |, the Prince of Ora- 
tors, improved his elegant Retirement at the 
TCufculan Villa. — And Horace \^ the brighteft 
Genius in the Court of Augujim^ formed the 
moft agreeable Hours of hisConverfation, upon 
this very Plan. 

Was I to enumerate all the Patrons of this, 
forgive me if I fay, more honourable Mode ; the 
moft illuftrious Names of Antiquity, would 
appear on the Lift. 

T^her. This Praftice, however extolled by the 
philofophic Gentry of antient Times; would 
make a very Jingular Figure, in the prefent 
Age. 

Afp. And ihould not the Copy^ after which 
the Generality of Mankind write, be fingularly 
correal ? Perfons of exalted Fortune, are the 
Pattern for general Imitation : are the Copy, 
in Conformity to which, the inferior World 

adjuft 

• Vid. Socratis Memorabilia^ per Xenoph. 

t See Cicero*s Dialogue Di Amicitta. In which we arc in- 
formed, That it was a cuftomary Praflice with Scipio^ with 
his polite Friend Lalius^ and fon)c of the moft diftinguifhed 
Nobility of Rome^ to difcourfe upon the Intcrefts of the Re- 
public, and Immortality of the Soul. 

t Vid. Tufcul. ^Ji. 

II Such were the Interviews, of which he fpeaks with a 
KinJ of Rapture, 

if Nq^cs Coenaque Deum / 
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adjuft their Manners, and regulate their Beha- 
viour. They\ therefore, are under the llrongefl: 
Obligations, not to give a contemptible Stamp 
to the Fafhion. — Benevolence to their Fellow- 
creatures calls loudly upon them, a Concern 
for the public Good challenges it at their 
Hands, that they fignalize themfelves by a Pre- 
eminence in all that is excellent. 

T'bcr. Away, away with thefe auftere No- 
tions ! Such a Strain of Converfation, would 
damp the Gaiety of our Spirits, zxi^jlatten the 
Relifti of Society. It would turn the Affembly 
into a Conventicle, and make it Lent all the 
Year round. 

Afp. Can it then be an auftere Pra6lice, to 
cultivate the Underflanding, and improve the 
Heart ? — Can it damp the Gaiety of our Spi- 
rits, to refine them upon the Plan of the high- 
eft Perfeftion? — Or, will it flatten the Relifli 
of Society, to fecure and anticipate everlafting 
Delights ? 

"ther. Everlajling Delights, Afpafio ! — To talk 
of fuch a Subjeft, would be termed, in every 
Circle of Wit and Gallantry, an Ufurpation 
of the Parfon's Office. A low Method, of re- 
tailing by Scraps, in the Parlour ; what the 
Man in Black, vends by wholefale, from the 
Pulpit — It would infallibly mark Us out for 
Pedants. And, for aught I know, might ex- 
pofe Us to the Sufpicion of Enthufiafm. 

B 4 ^JP^ 
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j4fp. Your Men of Wit muft cxcufe mc, if 
I cannot perfuade myfelf to admire, either the 
Delicacy of their ^Language, or the Jiifinefs of 
their Opinion. 

The firfl, be it ever To humane and graceful^ 
I refign to themfelves. — As for the other, I 
would beg Leave to inquire ; " Are the Cler- 
*^ gy, then, the cnly Perfons, who fhould a6l 
*^ the becoming Part, and converfe UKe rational 
" Beings ? Is folid Wifdom, and facred Truth, 
*^ the Privilege of their Order ? While nothing 
" is left for You and me, but the Play of Fan- 
" cy, or the Luxuries of Senfc." 

I would farther afk the Circles of Gallan- 
try ; " Where is the Impropriety, of inter- 
" weaving the noble Do<5lrines, difplaycd by the 
** Preacher, with our common Difcourfe ? Or, 
** what the Inconvenience, of introducing the 
" amiable Graces, recommended by his Lec- 
** tures, into our ordinary Praftice ?" 

Will fiich an Exercife of our Speech, rank 
Us among Pedants ? Is this the Badge of En- 
thufiafm ? A fplendid and honourable Badge 
truly ! Such as muft add Weight to any Caufe, 
and Worth to any Chara6ler. 

T^her. This would curb the (prightly Sallies 
of Wit ; and extinguifh that engaging Glow 
of Gcod'humour^ which enlivens our genteel In- 
tercourfes. Accordingly, You may bbferve, that 
if zny formal Great U7'e^ takes updif Him to men- 
tion, 
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tion, In polite Company, a religions Ti%th, or 
a Text of Scripture ; the pretty Chat, though 
ever fo profufely flowing, ftagnates in an ^lo-, 
flant. Each voluble and facetious Tongue 
feems to be flruck with a fudden Palfy. Every 
one wonders at the flrange Man*s Face ; and they 
all conclude Him, either mad^ or a Methodifi. 

Afp. Agreeable Strokes of Wit, are by no 
Means incompatible with ufeful Converfation. 
Unlefs we miftake an injipid Vivacity, or fan- 
tajiic Levity, for Wit and Facetioufnefs. — ^^Nei- 
ther have I heard, that, among all our A6ls of 
Parliament, any one has pafled to divorce Good 
Senfe and Good-humour. Why may they not 
both refide on the fame Lips, and both circu- 
late through the fame Aflembly? — For my 
own Part, I would neither have our Difcourfe 
foured With Aufterity, nor evaporate into Imper- 
tinence : but unite (as a judicious Antient ad- 
vifcs) the Benefits of Improvement, with the 
Blandifhments of Pleafantry*. — And as to 
your polite People ; if they can find more Mu- 
fic, in the Magpies Voice, than in the Nigb^ 
tingales Note ; I muft own myfelf as much 
furprifed at tbeirE^rSy as they are at the flrange 
Man's Face. 

T/jer. With all your grey-headed Authori- 
ties, I fanfy, You will find very few Profelytes, 
among the Profeflbrs of modern Refinement. 

Tajhion 

♦ Cum nuadam Illccehra ac V^luptate utiles. Aul. Gd. 
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Fajhion is, with the World, the Standard of 
Morals, as well as of Clothes. And He muft 
te of a very peculiar Turn indeed, who would 
cnoofe to be ridiculous in either. 

Afp. Rather, Theroriy He muft be of a very 
pUant Tiim, who tamely delivers up his Con- 
dudi, to be moulded by a Faftiion ; which has 
neither true Elegance to dignify it, nor the 
leaft Ufefulnefs to recommend it. 

And which, I befeech You, is moft ridicu- 
lous ? — He, who fervilcly imitates every idk 
Faihion, and is the very Ape of corrupt Cu- 
ftom ? — Or He, who aflerts his native Liberty ; 
and refolutely follows, where Wifdom and T^rutb 
lead the Way. 

Tther. Would you then obtrude religious Dif- 
courfe, upon every Company? Confider, Af- 
pqfio^ what a motley Figure this would make. — 
A Wedding, and a Sermon ! — Quadrille, and 
St. Paul! — The laft new Play, and primitive 
Chriftianity I 

Afp. You know the Rule, Jheron, which is 
given by the great " M A S T E R ©f our Af- 
" fembliesj" Cajl not your Pearls before Swine*. 
Some there are, fo immerfed in Senfuality, that 
they can relifh nothing, but the coarfeft Hufks 
of Converfation. To thefe, neither offer your 
Pearls, nor proftitute your Intimacy. 

But, 

* Matt. vii. 6, 
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But, when Perfons of a liberal Education, 
and elevated Sentiments — when thefe meet to- 
gether; why fhould not their Difcourfe be 
fuitable, to the Eminence of their Rank, and 
the Superiority of their Genius? Raifed, far 
above the Level of that trite and effeminate 
Strain — " Upon my Honour, the A6trefs topt 
** her Part. Heavens! How charmingly (he 
" fung ! How gracefully fhe trod the Stage 1" 

Hber. Indeed, my Afpqfio, I am intirely in 
your Way of Thinking j however I have hi- 
therto put on the Malk. — The Gift of Speech, 
is one great Prerogative of our rational Na- 
ture. And 'tis Pity, that fuch a fuperior Facul- 
ty, fhould be debafed to the meaneft Purpofes. 

Suppofe, all our ftately Veffels, that pafs 
and repafs the Ocean, were to carry out no- 
thing but Tinfcl, and theatrical Decorations ; 
were to import nothing but glittering Baubles, 
and nicely-fanfied Toys. Would fuch a Me- 
thod of Trading, be well-judged in itfelf, or 
beneficial in its Confequences ? — Articulate 
Speech, is the Inftrument of a much nobler 
Commerce; intended to tranfmit and diffufe 
the Treafures of the Mind. And will not the 
Praftice be altogether as injudicious^ muft not 
the Iflue be infinitely more detrimental^ if this 
Vehicle of intelledtual Wealth, is freighted 
only with pleajing Fopperies? 

Afp. 
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AJp. Such Folly and Extravagance, would 
be hifled out of the commercial World. Why 
^ then arc tliey admitted and cherifhed in the 
foetal? 

Ther. Why indeed ? He muft be far more 
acute than your Theron^ who can aflign a fm- 
gle Reafon to countenance them. To explode 
them, ten thoufand Arguments occur.— A con- 
tinual Round of gay and trifling Converfation*, 
of Vifits quite modifh, and Entertainments not 
moral, muft give an indolent Turn, to the 
Mind. Such as will enervate its Powers ^ indif' 
pofe it for generous A6lion ; and gradually^/ 
the very Foundation of Virtue. — Whereas, a 
frequent Conference on the Glories of the 
GODHEAD, or the Wonders of Creation, 
would invigorate and ennoble the Soul. 
Would enlarge her Faculties, and elevate her 
Defires. 

jifp. Did not our Hearts burn within uSy faid 
the Travelers at Emmaus^ while HE talked with 
us by the Way \ ? Thofe Difcourfes, *tis true, 
were condu6led with a Spirit, and enforced 
with an Energy, abfolutely unequalled. Yet, 
the fame happy EfFefls would, in ^^^^ inferior 

Degree, 

* The Significancy and Importance of fuch Converfation, 
was fmartly reprefented by the Philofopher. Who, being 
aflced. How he left the Company employed, made Anfwcr i 
Some in milking the Ram^ Others in holding the PaiU 

f Laike xxiv. 32. 
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the Account, which We muft all fhortly ren- 
der. — What Figure viiW fucb an Article make, 
in the final Reckoning, and at the decifive Bar ? 
" Our focial Hours, which might have jfro- 
*' raoted our mutual Edification, and been 
« fubfervient to our CREATOR^s Glory, all 
** loft in Merriment and Whim ; or worfe than 
« hfty in Flattery and Detradlion. A Blank, 
** or a Blotr 

Tber. VenuSy we find, has her zealous Knight- 
Errants, and Bacchus his profefTed Votaries, 
in almofl every Company. And is it not truly 
deplorable, that the GOD of Nature alone, 
has none to aflert his Honour, none to cele- 
brate his Perfeftions ? Though He is the Ori^ 
ginal of all Beauty^ and the Parent of all Good. 

When I have taken my Morning Walk, 
amidft Dews and Flowers ; with the Sun fhed- 
ding Luftre round Him, and unveiling the hap- 
py Landfcape ; how has my Eye been charm- 
ed, with the lovely Profpeft ! How has my 
Ear been ravifhed, with the Mufic of the 
Grove ! Methought, every Note was a Tribute 
of Haimony ; and all Nature feemed ont grand 
Chorus, fwelling with the CREATOR'S Praife. 
— But, how has the Scene been reverfed; 
when, leaving my rural Elyfium, I entered 
the Haunts of Men ! Where I faw Faculties 
divine, meanly engaged in Trifles. Where I 
heard the Tongue, prompt to utter, and flu- 
ent 
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cnt to exprefs, every Thing but its MAKER*s 
Glory. 

I aflure you, I have often been chagrined 
on this Occafion : and fometimes faid within 
myfelf— " What! Shall "trifies be regarded, 
«* and the Majefty of Hea'uen neglefted ? Shall 
" every Friend, and every Vifitant, receive 
" his Share of Refpe6l? And no Acknow* 
" ledgments be paid to that exalted Being, 
" who is worthy, more than worthy, of all 
" our Veneration ?" 

Afp. This will be ftill more affliftive to an 
ingenuous Mind, if we confider. That the 
infinite and glorious GOD is prefent at all our 
Interviews : vouchfafes to exprefs his Satis- 
faftion, and acknowledge Himfelf magnified y 
when, with Admiration and Love, We talk of 
his tranfcendent Excellencies. — ^Nay: We are 
aflfured, that the Lord of all Lords, not only , 
hearkens, but keeps a Book of Remembrance i 
and will diftinguifti fuch Perfons, at the Day 
of univerfal Retribution. When the loofe Train 
<5f licentious Talkers, are driven away as the 
defpicable Chafy thefe fliall be felefted for 
his peculiar Treafure, and numbred among 
the Jewels of JEHOVAH * 

I7)er. 

♦ Malacb. iii. l6, 17. This is a PaiTage, much to be ob- 
fcrvcd. A moft emphadcal Recommendation of religious 
Difcourfc ! Perhaps, the moft emphatical^ that ever was ufcd i 
and the moft endtaring^ that can poflibly be conceived. 
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22'lt. If the Gentlemen, who make high 
Prctenfions to Rcafon, think themfeh^es dil- 
chargcd from thcfe Doctrines of Revelation ; 
they Ihould not forget their cnvn Scriptures. — 
A Philofopher will tell them the Duty of em- 
ploying their Time, as in the awful Prefence, 
and under the immediate Infpeftion, of the 
SUPREME Being *.— An Orator will fhew 
them the egregious Impropriety^ of wafting 
their friendly Interviews, in the Fumes of 
Drpllery, or the Froth of Impertinence "f-. 

Afp. Who then, that is wile, would not ha- 
bituate Ilimfclf to a Pra6lice ; which comes 
recommended by thci Voice of Rcafon, and is 
enforced by the Authority of GOD ? — A Prac- 
tice, which will adminifter prefent Good — will 
afford pleafing Reviews — and terminate in ever- 
lajling Honour ? 

Tiber. 'Tis ftrange, that Subjefts, which de- 
fei've to be received, as the univerfal Topic, 
are almoft univerfally banilhed from our Dif- 
courfe.— Was this Cabinet enriched, with a 

Series 

♦ 5/V cerU vtvendum r/?, tanquam in ConfpeSJu vlvamus : ftc 
cogitandum^ tanquam aliquh in Pe£lus intimum injpicere pof- 
fa : ^ potcft. ^tid cnim profit ab Homine aliquid effe fecre- 
turn ? Nihil D-eo claufttm eft. Inttreft Animis ncjlris^ & Co- 
gitJticfiibus mcdiis intervenit, Senec. Epift. 83. 

t Cicero fays, with an Air of graceful Indignation ; ^afi 
\kro chrorum Virorum ant tacitos Congrrjjns efft oporUaZy aiU 
luJiaoi Sa'fMn^Sy aut Rirum Celkquia le\)iorutn, 

Acadcxn. Qnxft. Lib. IV. 
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Series of antique Medals^ or a Colle(5lion of 
the fineft Gems ; my Friends would naturally 
expeft to be entertained, with a Sight of thofe 
Rarities, and an Explanation of their Mean- 
ing. Why fhould we not as naturally expe£^, 
and as conftantly agree, to entertain each other 
with Remarks on thofe admirable CuriofiticSy 
which are depofited in the boundlefs Mujaum* 
of the Univerfe ? 

When a General has woil fome important 
Vidlory, or an Admiral has deftroyed the 
Enemy's Fleet ; eveiy Company refounds with 
their Atchievements 5 every Tongue is the 
Trumpet of their Fame. And why ihould 
We not celebrate, with equal Delight and Ar- 
dour, that ALMIGHTY /fo«^; which formed 
the Structure, and furniflied the Regions, of 
this ftupcndous Syftem ? 

AJ)>. Efpecially, if to his immenfely glorious^ 
We add his Jupremely amiable Perfedions.-— 
When the vi6torious Commander is our moft 
cordial Friend : when He has profeffed the ten* 
dereft Love i done Us the moft fignal Good ; 
and promifed Us a perpetual Enjoyment of 
his Favours ; it will be impoflible to negle6i: 
fuch an illuftrious and generous Perfon. His 
Name muft be engraven upon our Hearts 5 

mull 

* Mufigum^h\\ui\tig to a remarkable Edifice -n the City 
^Oxhrdy diftingui(he4 fay this Name; and appropriated t# 
the Reception of CuriofitieSy both natural and artificiaL 

Vol.1, C 



i8 D I A L O G U E L 

muft flide infenfibly into our Tongues ; and 
be as Mufic to our Ears. 

Is not all this true,, and in the moft fuper- 
eminent Degree, with regard to the bleffed 
GOD ? — Can greater Kindnefs be exercifed, or 
greater J>iy be conceived ; than to deliver up 
his own S O N to Torments and Death, for 
the Expiation of our Sins ? — Can Benefit s^ more 
defirable, be granted ; than to adopt Us for 
his Children, and fanftify Us by his SPIRIT ?— 
Can Promifesj more invaluable, be made j 
than thofe, which infure to Us the Prefer- 
ments of Heaven, and the Riches of Eter- 
nity? 

All this is attefted, concerning the AL- 
MIGHTY Majefty, in the Scriptures of Truth. 
What a rich Fund, therefore, for rained Con- 
verfation, are the Scriptures ! 
. 7&r. Here alfo I have the Fleafure, to con- 
cur, with my AJpqfio. Though I believe. He 
fufpedls me to be fomewhat wavering or de« 
festive, in my Veneration for the Scriptures. 

A^. No, Tieron : I have a better Opinion 
of your Tafte and Difcemment, than to har- 
bour any fuch Sufpicion. 

Tier, The Scriptures arc certainly an inex-» 
hauftible Fund of Materials, for the moft de« 
lightfiil and ennobling Difcourfe. When we 
confider the Author of thofe facred Books — 
that they came originally from Henven — were 

dictated 



DIALOGUE!. 19 

dldtated by divine Wifdom — have the lame con- 
fummate Excellence, as the Works of Creation 
— It is really furprifing, that We are not always 
fearching, by Study, by Meditation, or Con- 
verfe, into one or other of thofe grand Volumes* 

jifp. When Seeker preaches, or Murray 
]^eads; the Church is crouded, and the Bar 
thronged. When Spence produces the Refine- 
ments of Criticifm, or Toung difplay s the Graces 
of Poetry ; the Prefs toils, yet is fcarce able 
to fupply the Demands of the Public. — ^Are 
We eager to bear, and impatient to purchafe, 
what proceeds from fuch eloquent Tongues, 
and mafterly Pens? And can We be coldiy in^ 
Sfferent^ whenr-^not the moil accompUihed of 
Mankind — ^not the moft exalted of Creatures 
.^-but the ADORABLE Author of all Wif^ 
dbm, fpeaks in his revealed Word ? Strange I 
that our Attendoa does not bang ♦ upon the 
venerable Accents, and our Talk dH»eU upon the 
incomparable Truths 1 

^ber. I admire, I muii confbfs, the very Lan^ 
guage of the Bible. In this, methinks, I diicem 
a Conformity, between the Book of Nature, and 
the Book of Scripture. 

Itv 

• St. Luie^ in his evangelical Hiftory, ufes this beau- 
tifiil Image, tgrxft/xaro. The- People *«;^ «/^''.^^,f *P,' ?f 
tkeiral^wifeTclcher. Luie xix. ^S. Which implies two 
my ftrong Idcas-an Attention, that nothing could interrupt 
— iid an Eagimifsy fcarce ever to be fatisBcd. ^^^ 
P^ndetque hquentis ah Ofsfc 
C 2 
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In the Book of Nature, the divine TEACH^ 
ER fpeaks, not barely to our Ears, but to all 
our Scnfes. And it is very remarkable, how 
Ht varies his Addiefs ! — Obferve his grand and 
auguft Works. In thefe, he ufes the Stile of 
Majefly. We may call it, the true Sublime. It 
ftrikes with Awe, and tranfports the Mind. — 
View his ordinary Operations. Here, He de- 
fcends to a plainer Dialeft. This may be term- 
ed, Xh& familiar Style. We comprehend it with 
Eafe, and attend to it with Pleafure. — In the 
more ornamented Parts of the Creation, He 
clothes his Meaning with Elegance. All is 
rich and brilliant. We are delighted ; We are 
charmed. And what is this, but the florid 
Style? 

A Variety, fomewhat (imilar, runs through 
the Scriptures. — ^Would You fee Hiflory^ in all 
her Simplicity^ and all her Forces moft beau- 
tifully eafy, yet irrefiftibly ftriking ? — See Her, 
or rather feel her Energy, touching the niceft 
Movements of the Soul, and triumphing over 
our PafTions, in the inimitable Narrative of 
JofepVs Life. — ^The Rcprefentation of Efau's, 
bitter Diftrefs*; the Convcrfation-Pieces of 
Jonathan, and his gallant Friend -f- j the me- 
morable Journal of the Pifeiples going to Em- 
mausXi are finiflied Models of the Impajponed 

and 

^^Gtn. xxvii. 30, &c. f i S^wn.aviii, xix, xx. 

X Luiixxiv. 13, &c. 
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and AffeSling. — Here is nothing ftudied \ no 
Flights of Fancy ; no Embellifhments of Ora- 
tory. Yet, how inferior is the Epifode of iVi- 
fm and Eurialm^ though worked up by the 
moft mafterly Hand in the World, to the un- 
diflembled artlefs Fervency of thefe fcriptural 
Sketches*! 

Are We pleafed with the Elevation and Dig- 
nity of an Heroic Poem ; or the Tendernefs and 
Perplexity of a Dramatic Performance ? In the 
Book of Joby they are both united, and both 
unequalled. — Conformably to the exafteft 
Rules of Art, as the Aftion advances, the In- 
cidents are more alarming, and the Images 
more magnificent. The Language glows, and 
the Pathos fwells. Till, at laft, the DEITY 
Himfelf makes his Entrance. He fpeaks from 
the Whirlwind, and fummons the Creation : 
fummons Heaven, and all its fhining Hoft ; 
the Elements, and their moft wonderful Pro- 
du6lions ; to vouch for the Wifdom of his pro- 
vidential Difpenfations. — His Word ftrikes 

Terror, 

♦ Let a Pcrfon of true Taftc» penife, in a critical View, 
the two firft Chapters of St. Luii. He will there find a Series . 
of the moft furprifing Incidents, related with the greateft 
Simplicity^ yet with the utmoft MajeJly.—kM which, won- 
derfully afFedting in themfelves, are hiightened and illuminate 
tdy by a judicious Intermixture of the fublimeft Pieces of 
Poctiy. For my own Part, I know not how to charaib- 
rize them more properly, than by Solomon's elegant Com- 
fmfoTU— They art as gold Rings Jet with the Beryly or as bright 
bmj 9Vfr'taid with Sapphires. Cantic, v. X4* 

C3 
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Terror, and flafhes Convidion: decides the 
momentous Controvcrfy, and clofes the au- 
guft Oramai with all poflible Solemnity and 
Grandeur. 

If We fomctimes choofe a plaintive Strain 5 
fuch as foftens the Mind, and fooths an agree- 
able Melancholy : are any of the antient Tra- 
gedies fuperior, in the Eloquence of Mourn- 
ing, to Davids pathetic Elegy on his beloved 
yonothan^y to his moft paflionate and incon- 
folable Moan-f-, over the lovely but unhappy 

Abfalom ; 

* y Sam, i. 19, &c. 

t 2 Sam. xviii. 33. Tbe King was vehemently affedcd 
(\y^^) and wmtup to the Chancer j and %vept: and as He tvent^ 
jkefaid', O my Sen Abfalom ! my Son, my Son Abfiilom ! ff^atild 

40 GOD I had died for Thee I O Abfalom, my Son, my San f 
•^ Such a Pif^ure, and fo much Pathos ; fo artlefsbom, and 
both fo exquifite ; I muft acknowledge, I never met with, 
among all the Reprefentations of Dignity in Diftrefs. — The 
King*s Troops had gained a fignal ViAory, His Crown and 

;his Life were refcued from the moft imminent Danger. Yet 
all thefe joyful Tidings were obliterated by the over- whelm- 
ing Impetuofity of his Griefs. — The News ofJifalom-sDezth, 

' iVruck Him like a Dagger. He ftarts from his Seat. He 
haltens into Retirement, there to pour out his Soul in copi- 
ous Lamentation. But his Anguiih is too impetuous, to 
bear a Moment's Reftraint. He burils immediately into a 
Flood of Tears j and cries, as He goes ; O Abfakmy &c. 

What fays /l/#z#if//w, when his Son is tbun? When, to 
fliarpen his Sorrow, the pale Corpfe, die miferaUe Spec- 
lade, is before his Eyes, and within his Arms ? The^moft 
pathetic Word He utters, is 

— J-; — — Hiu ! nunc mifero mihi demttm 
jExilium snfalixj nunc alte VuUus adaHum. 

How languid is Virgil! How /nr^^^rthe Prince of Latin 
Poetry ! compared with the royal Mourner in IJraell Moft 

cvideitts 
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Abfalom 5 or to that melodious Woe, which 
warbles and bleeds, in every Line of Jeremiah's 
Lamentations ? 

Would We be entertained with the daring 
Sublimity of Horner^ or the correft Majefty of 
Virgil? With the expreffive Delicacy oiHi^race^ 
or the rapid Excurfions of Pindar? Behold 
them )oined, behold them excelled, in the Odes 
of Mofes^ and the euchariftic Hymn of Debo^ 
rab \ in the exalted Devotion of the Pfalms, 
and the glorious Enthufiafm of the Prophets. 

Afp. Only with this Difference, that the for- 
mer are tuneful T^rijlers *, and amufe the Fancy 
with empty Fiftion : the latter are Teachers 
lent from GOD, and make the Soul nvife unta 
Salvation. — ^The Bible, is not only thetrighteft 
Ornament, but the moft invaluable Depofitum. 
On a right, a practical Knowledge of thefe 
lively Oraclesy depends the prefent Comfort, 
and the endlefs Felicity of Mankind. What^ 
ever, therefwe, in Study or Converlation, has 
no Connexion with their divine Contents 5 
may be reckoned among the Toys of Litera« 
ture, or the 0)j^i6^j of Difcourfe. 

l}>er. Here again the JSook of Scripture, is 
£>mewhat like the Magazine of Nature. What 
can We defirej^ for our Accommodation and De* 

light, 

evident, from this and many other Inftances, is the Supe* 
riori^ of the Scriptures, in copying Nature, and paintin|; 
the niffions. 
* ** Lu£t amabiUt$r. 

C4 
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light, which this Store-Houfe of Conveniences 
does not afford ? What can We wifh, for our 
Edification and Improvement^ which that Fund 
of Knowledge does not fupply ? Of thefe We 
may truly affirm, each, in its refpeftive Kind, 
is profitable unto all Tubings. 

Are We Admirers oi Attiquity? — Here, We 
are led back, beyond the univerfal Deluge, and 
far beyond the Date of any other Annals. — 
We ai'e introduced among the earlieft Inhabi- 
tants of the Earth. We take a View of Man- 
kind, in their undifguifed primitive Plainnefs ^ 
when the Days of their Life were but little 
ftiort of a thoufand Years. — ^We are brought 
acquainted with the Original of Nations ; with 
the Creation of the World; and with the 
Birth of Time itfelf. 

Are We delighted vnth vaft Atchievements ? 
—Where is any Thing comparable to the Mi- 
racles in Egypt, and the Wonders in the Field 
of Zoan ? To the Memoirs of the Ifraelites, 
paffing through the Depths of the Sea; fo- 
]ourning in the inhofpitable Defarts; and con- 
quering the Kingdoms of Canaan?-^— Where 
(hall We meet with Inftances of martial Bra- 
very, equal to the prodigious Exploits of the 
Judges'^ or the adventurous Deeds of JeJ^es 
valiant Son, and his matchlefs Band of fTor- 
fines ? — Here, We behold the fundamental 
-Laws of the Uaiverfe, fometimes fu^nded^ 

ibme^ 



DIALOGUE!. 25 

fometimes rcverfed : and not only the Current 
of Jordan^ but the Courfe of Nature controul- 
cd. In fhorts when We enter the Field of 
Scripture, We tread— ^n enchanted^ fhall I fay ? 
rather— on cmfecrated Ground, Where Afto- 
nifhment and Awe are awakened, at every 
Turn. Where is all, more than all, the Mar^ 
vehus of Romance * ; connefted with all the 
Precifion and Sanftity of Truth. 

If We want Maxims of fFifdomj or have a, 
Tafte for the Laconic Style i how copioufly 
may our Wants be fuppUed, and how deli* 
catcly our Tafte gratified ! Elpecially, in the 
Book of Proverbs y Ecclefiaftes^ and fome of the 
minor Prophets. — ^Here, arc the moft fage 
Leflbns of Inftruftion 5 adapted to every Cir- 
cumftance of Lifej formed upon the Experi- 
ence of all preceding Ages; and perfefted 
by the unerring SPIRIT of Inlpiration.— 
Thefe delivered, with fuch remarkable Con- 
cifenefs ; that One might venture to fay, every. 
Word is a Sentence -f. At leaft, every Sen- 
tence may be called an Apothegm \ fparkling 
with Brightnefs of Thought, or weighty with 
Solidity of Senfe. The whole, like a Profu- 

fion 

♦ Hirntm Fahtla veris 

Vincitur Hiftoriis. 
t What Gcero faid of TbueidideSy is more eminently true, 
concerning our royal Moralift, and his rich CoUedtion of 
lEthic^; concerning our evangelical Hiftorians, and their 
copious Variety of Fafis. Eum adeo eft Rsbus plenum refer^ 
tim^ut^ ut frep€ Firhrwn Numertm Ntmuro Rirum ^tjuct. 
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(ion of Pearis—^tf^A containing, in a very fmal! 
Compafs, a Value almoft immenfe — all heap- 
ed up (as an ingenious Critic fpeaks) with a 
conf afed Magnificence, above all Order. 

If We look for the Strength oiReafoning^ and 
the Warmth of Exhortatim ; the Infinuating Arts 
of genteel Addrefs, or the manly Boldnefs of im- 
partial Reproof: all the Thunder of the Ora- 
tor, without any of his Oftentation; all the 
Politenefs of the Courtier, without any of his 
Flattery: — ^let Us have Recourfe to the Afts 
of the Apoftles, and to the Epiftles of St. 
Paul*. Thefe are a Specimen^ or rather thefe 
are the Standardy of th«m all. 

I do not wonder, therefore, that a Tafte fi> 
refined, and a Judgment fo correft as Milt(m\ 
fhauld diicern higher Attradtives in the Vo- 
lume 

• Another nrcry reinarkable Infiance of Propriety in St; 
Amf 8 Wfftings, is. That though diffufe in ^e do^itutl^ 
ibcf wccemci A in the fnapthe rarts. On the former, it 
was abfoIuteJy neceffii^ to enlarge. On the latter, it i^ 
always judicious to be fhort. The celebrated Rule o£ Horaa^ 

'^uicquid pracipteSy ejtobnvis^ 

Was never more exaAly obfervcd, nor more finely ex- 
emplified, than by our Apoftolic Author. See that noble 
Sfinifg of Precepts, i Thejf.s. i6, 17, fa^r.— See another 
choice ColIe£tionof the fame Kind, Kom. xii. 9, 10, Cs^r. In 
which the Energy of the Difiion is no lefs admirable, than 
die Omcifenefs of the .Sentence. Airorv^tfyTK^xoAX*>|(Anoi 

•— >(piX^^p^oft — ^^fovTCf— •jrjofl-xaflfpwM'K — Ji«xoi»T«f ^^are 

fome of the moft vigorous Words, that ^Language can fur* 
1!^ ; and form the moft aninuaed Meaning, that Imagina- 
tion can conceive. 
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hime of Infpiralion, than in the moft cel&* 
brated Authors of Greece and Rome^ 

— — — — Tet not the more 
Ceafe I to ^rnidery where the Mufes haunt 
Ckar Springs arjhaiy Grove^ orjfimf^ Hf/f, 
Smit with the Lwe offacredSmg : iut-cnreF 
^tbee Sion, and thejhwery Banks beneath^ 
Tiat wajh thy balbmed Feet^ and warbKngflaw^ 
Nightly I viJU*. 

AJp. Another Recommendation of the 

Scriptures, is. That Aey afford *dic moft <»- 

ful and moft amiabk Manifeft»fions of •the 

GODHEAD. His Olory Ihines, and his 

<?oodnels fmiles, in thofe divine Pages, with 

unparallded Luftre. ^Here, We have a 

fatisfa6tery Explanation of tmr tmn State. 
The Origin of Evil is traced ; the Cauie <K 
all our Nfifery difcovered ; and the Remedy, 
the infalKbk Remedy, both cleady ihewn, and 
freely oftered. — ^The Merits of the bleeiing 
JESUS, lay a firm Foundation fortdl our 
Hopes: while <Jratitude for his dying Lovt, 
fuggefts the moft winning Incitement to evay 
Duty. — ^Morality, Theron, your (and let me 
add, my) admired Morality, is delineated m 

aU 

^ That is, «< He ftill was pleafed to fhi^the Beauties of 
<* the antient Poets; but his higheft Delight was in the 
*• Songs of Sien^ in Ae holy Scriptures, and in thefe He 
^ mediuted Day and Night.'' 

^ SccDr.Jfewf«i'*Editr 
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all its Branches* Is placed upon its proper 
Bafis, and raifcd to its higheft Elevation. — 
The SPIRIT of GOD is promifed, to en- 
lighten the Darknefs of our Underftandings, 
and ftrengthen the Imbecillity of our Wills. 
.What an ample — Can you indulge me, on 
this favourite Topic ? 

I'ber. It is, I aflure You, equally pleafing 
to myfelf. Your Enlargements, therefbre,^ 
need no Apology. 

Afp. What ample Provifion is made, by 
thefe blefled Books, for tf// our fpiritual Wants! 
And, in this Refpeft, how indifputable is their 
Superiority to all other Compofitions ! 

Is any One convinced of G«/7/, as provok- 
ing Heaven^ and ruining the Soul? — ^Let 
Him afk Reafon^ to point out a Means of Re- 
conciliation, and a Refuge of Safety* Rea- 
fon hefitates, as She replies ; " The DEITY 
" may^ perhaps, accept our Supplications, and 

" grant Forgivenefs/' But the Scriptures 

leave Us not to the fad Uncertainty of Conjec- 
ture. They fpeak the Language of clear Af- 
furance. GOI> has fet forth a Propitiation * : 
He does forgive our Iniquities "f : He will re- 
member our Sins no more %. 

Are We ajfaulted by Temptation, or averfe 
to Duty? — Pbilofophy may attempt to parry 
the Thruft, or to ftir up the reluftant Mind; 

hy 

•• Rm. ill. 25. t Pf^i* ciii. 3. X Hcb. viii, iz* 
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by difdoliag the Deformity of Vice, and urg- 
ing the Fitnefs of Things. Feeble Expedients I 
Juft as well calculated, to accompliih the Ends 
propofed s as the flimfy Fortification of a Cob- 
web, to defend Us from the Ball of a Can- 
non 5 or, as the gentle Vibrations of a Lady's 
Fan, to make a Wind-bound Navy fail. — 
The Bible recommends no fuch incompetent 
Succours. My Grace^ fays its almighty Au- 
thor, is fufficientfor Tiee*. — Sinjhall not have 
Dominion overTouf. — ^The great JEHOVAH, 
in whom is everlafting Strength, He ivorkctb 
in Us both to will^ and to do^ of bis good Plea-- 
fureX. . 

Should We be vifited with Sicknefs^ or over- 
taken by any Calamity ^ the Confolation which 
Plato offers, is ; That fuch Difpenfations co- 
incide with the univerfal Plan of divine Go- 
vernmcnt. Virgil will tell Us, for our Re- 
lief ; That afflidlive Vifitations are, more or 
lefs, the unavoidable Lot of all Men. Ano- 
ther Moralift whifpers in the dejefted Sufferer's. 
Ear, " Impatience adds to the Load : whereas, 
** a calm Submiflion renders it more fupport- 
*• able." — ^Does thp Word of Revelation dif- 
penfe fuch Jpiritlefs and fugitive Cordials ? 
No : Thofe facred Pages inform Us, That 
Tribulations are fatherly Chaftifements j To- 
kens of our MAKER'S Love, and Fruits of 

his 

♦ 2 Cm. jdi. 9. t R^ni. vi. IS. X P^'^ "• '3- 
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his Care. That they are intended to work 

in Usy the peaceable Fruits of Righteoufnefs ^ 

and to work oxstjhr XJsy an eternal Weight of 

Gtory*. 

Shouki We, under the Summons, of Deaths 

haTe Reooude to die mo£t celebrated Omfortars 

in- the Heathen World ; they would increafe 

cur Apprehoifiana, rather than mitigate our 

Dread. Death is. repreiented, by the great 

Afefler of their Schools; as '•^ The mofl: for- 

*^ midabk of all fivils/' They were not able 

fofiirwfy to determine. Whether the Soul fur- 

vived; and never fa much as dreamt of the 

Refurre6lion of the Body. Whereas> the 

Book, of GOD flrips the Monfler of his 

Horrors^ or turns Him into a Me&nger of 

Peace: gives I&jol an AngeFs Face, and a 

DdLrerer's Hand* Afcertaining tx> the Souk 

oi the Righteous, an immediate, ^ran/ktion 

into the Regions of Blifs ; and enfunng to 

their 

• 2 Cor. IV. 17. What aa'c aliAt cwfilaiary Expedients, 
prelcrlbed in aU the Volumes of Heathen Morali^, com* 
gtfed with this cne Recipe of Revelation f They are, in 
JPoiBt of chearing Efficacy, fomewhat like the FMh on th« 
CobAux of a thou^md rapid Streams, comfored with a (in« 
gjc Draught of Honur's Nepenthe.^ VfYich^ He tells. Us, 

TSm^li witb Drugs of faff reign Ufi^ f affmff 

The bdlinz Bo fern 0/ tumultuous Rage ; 

To clear the cloudy front of wrinkled Care^ 

Jboiiof fir tearfiil Sbiicts of Difyair. 

Charm* d with that viftuous Draughty tV exalted Aftnd 

M Siufe of Woe dtlivm to tb$ Wind. 
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their Bodies^ a moft advantageous Revival^ at 
the Reftoration of all Things* 

Ineftimable Book ! It heals the Maladies of 
Life, and fubdues the Feai* of Death. It 
fhikes a lightfome Vifla, through the Gloom 
of the Grave; and opens a charming, a ^o* 
rious Profpe£l of Immortality in the Heavens^ 

Thcfe, with many other Excellencies pecu-* 
liar to the Scriptures,. One would imagine 
more than fufficient, to engage every fenjibli 
Heart in their Favom* ; and introduce thcm» 
with the higbefi Efieeniy into every improved 
Converfation,-— They had fuch an Effeft up- 
on the y£^^ Genius, and mofi accompUJbed^^cr-' 
ion, that former or latter Ages can boaft. In- 

fomuch, 

^ If we confider Davld^ in the great Variety of his fine 
Qualifications— The Ornaments of his Perfon,. and the far 
more illuftrious Endowments of his Mind — The furprifing 
Revolutions in his Fortune ; fometimes, reduced to the ^ 
loweft £bb of Adverfity ; fometimes, riding upon the higheft 
Tide of Profperity— His (ingular Dexteiity, in extricating 
Himfelf from Difficulties ; and peculiar Felicity, in ac* 
commodating Himfelf to all Circumflances — The Prizes He 
won, as a youthful Champion \ and the Vi<9ories He gain- 
ed, as an experienced General — His maflerly Hand upon 
the Harp, and his inimitable Talent for Poetry— The ad* 
rairable Kegulations of his royal Government, and the in-^ 
comparable Ufefulnefs of his public Writings ^The Depth 
of hif Repentance, and the Height of his Devotion — The 
Vigour of his Faith in the divine Promtfes, and the Ardour 
of bis LDve to the divine Majefty— II' We confider thefo, 
with fevend other Marks of Honour and Grace, which en« 
noble the Hiftory of his Life; We ihall fi^ fuch an Affifn^ 
hlagi of (hinine Qualities, as perhaps vrtre never united in 
Mir tAit mereTv human Chamber. 

^ Tiiil 
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fomuch, that He made, while living, this 
public Declaration ; and left it, when He died, 

upon everlafting Record Thy Words are 

fweeter to my Mouthy than Honey *. — l^by Law 
is my Meditation all the D^-f-. — I will /peak of 
thy ^eftimonieSy even before Kings X* — ^If David 
tailed fo much Sweetnefs in zfmally and that 
the kajl valuable^ Part of the divine Word ; 
how much richer is the Feaft to Us ! Since 
the Gofpel is added to the Law, and the Ca- 
non of Scripture completed ! Since (to bor- 
row the Words of a Prophet) the LORD 
GOD basfealedup the Sum-, has put the laft 
Hand to his Work s and rendered it full of 
fTifdomy andperfeSl in Beauty \\. 

TT^er. Another very diftinguifhing Peculi- 
arity of the facred Writhigs, juft occurs to 
my Mind — ^The Method, of communicating 
Advice^ or adminiftering Reproof, by Parables. 
A Method, which levels itfelf to the lowe^ 
Apprehenfion, without giving Offence to the 
mojl fupercilious Tempei\ Yet, is as much fu- 
perior, to plain unomamented Precept; as 
the enlivened Scenes of a wcU-wrought Tra- 
gedy, 

This Obfervation was expunged. But, upon maturer 
Thoughts, it is offered to the PuUic. In order to convince 
a p9!ite Reader, That the Love of the Scriptures, and the 
Exercife of Devotion, are by no Means the low Peculiar!* 
ties of a vulgar Mind. 

♦ Phi cxix. 103. t Pfal* cxix. 97, t P7W,cxix.-46. 
I £s#l. xxviii. 12. 
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gedyj are more imprcffive and atfe6ling, thdfli 
a fimpk Narration of the Plot. 

OilrLORD was afked, by a Student of 
^Je^ijhh^^ifybo is my Neighbour? Which 
implied another Queftion, M)w is be to bi 
kwdf'^-^Tht Inquirer was conceited of Him-^ 
ftlf ; yet, ignorant of the Truth, and deji^ 
tieni in his Duty. Had the wife InftruClor 
of Mankind abruptly declared, Tou neither 
hme the former^ norfalfU the latter. Probably, 
the Qucrift Would have redderted with Indig- 
nation, and departed in a Rage.— Therefore, 
to teach, and not difguft ; to tonvince the 
Man of his Enx>r, and not exdjpernte his 
Mind; the blefled JESUS frames a Reply, 
as amiable in the^ Mafiner, a$ it was pertinent 
to the Purpofe* 

A certain Pcffiwi, going dovhi from Jeru^ 
fileM t6 yericho, k\l aiftohg Thieves*. Not 
content to rob Him of bis Treafqre, they ftrip 
Him of hisOarmtnts i wound Him with gfcsft 
Barbarity} and leav6 Him half dead.-^So6A 
after thii calamitous Accident, a Traveler hajp«> 
pens to coritic along that vei^ Road. Anrf, 
what renders jkim more likely to adminifter 
Relief, He is ont of the facreii Order. One, 
who taught others the lovely Ltflbhs 6f Hu- 
manity and Charity $ and virasy therefore, un*- 
■der the ftrongeft ^ligfation^, to exemplify tlictft 

in 

♦ Lttkix. 30- 

Vol. I. D 
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in his own Praftice, He juft glances an Eye 
upon the deplorable Objeft : fees Him ftretch- 
cd on the cold Ground, and weltering in his 
Blood. But, takes no farther Notice. Nay, 
to avoid the Trouble of an Inquiry, pafTes by 
pn the other Side. — Scarce was He departed, 
when a Levite approaches. This Man comes 
nearer^ and looks on the miferable Speftacle. 
Takes a leifurely and attentive Survey * of the 
Cafe* And, though every Gafti in the bleed- 
ing Flefti, cried and pleaded for Compaffion ; 
this Minifter of the Sandiuary, neither fpeaks 
a Word to comfort, nor moves a Hand to 
help. — ^Laft comes a Samaritan -f i one of the 

abhorred 

* This feems to be the Import of cx6a)v xai ^im. Luke 
X* 32. This divirjifies the Idea, and heightens the Defcrip- 
tion of Jewijh Inhumanity. 

t If uiis was a Parable, We cannot but admire the Ac* 
curacy of our LORD, both in laying the Scene^ andy^/p^- 
ing the Circumftances.—h. is the Maxim of a great Critic^ 

Ft£fa Vobtptatis Caujajint proxima veris. 
And how very apparent is the Air of Probabilityj in this facred 
Apologue/! —The Way from Jerufalem to Jericho^ lying 
through a Defart, was much infefted by Thieves, and too 
commodious for their Purpofes of Violence. — What could 
be more likely to happen, than the Paflage of a Prieft and 
Levite along that Road ? Since Jericho was a City, appro- 
priated to die Levitical Order ; and contained no lefs than 
twelve thoufand Attendants, on the Service of the Temple. 

How judicioufly is the principal Figure circumftanced !— • 
Had the Calamity befallen a Samaritan^ it would have made 
hut feeble Impre^ons of Pity ; and diofe, perhaps, imme- 
diately eflfaced hyjlronger Emotions of Hate. But, when it 
was a JeWy that lay bleeding to Death; the Reprefentation 
was fure to intereft the Hearer in die Diftrefs, and awaken 
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abhorred Nation ; whom the "Jew hated with 
the moft implacable Malignity, Though the 
Leviu had neglefted an expiring Brother : 
though the Pried had with-held his Pity, from 
one of the LORD'S peculiar People: the 
very Moment this Sumaritan fees the unhappy 
Sufferer, He melts into Commiferation. He 
forgetsi the, imbiUered Foe^ and confiders only 
the dijirejfed Fellow-creature. He fprings from 
iis Hqyfe^ and reiblves to intermit his Jour- 
ney. The Oil and Wine, intended for his 
own Refreftiment, He freely converts into 
healing Unguents- He binds up the Wounds; 

fets 

a tender Concern.— Had the Reli^ been adminiftrcd by a 
'Jew^ the Benevolence would have (hone, but in a much 
fainter Light. Whereas, when it came from the Hands of 
a Samaritan^ whom all the Jewi had agreed to abjure, to 
execrate, and rank with the very Fiends of Hell, how bright 
—how xharminely and irrefiftibly bright— was the Luilrc 
oi fucb Charity ! 

XiCt the Reader cotrfidcr the Temper, exprefled in that 
rancorous RefledioR ; Thou art a Samaritan, and baft a Dt^ 
vil, John viii. 48. — Let Him compare that inveterate Male- 
volence, with the tenign and compajjionaie Spirit of our ami- 
able Traveler,— Then, let Him fay ; Whether he ever be- 
held a finer or a bolder Contraft i Whether, upon the Whole, 
He ever faw the Ordomanci of defcriptive Painting, more 
infth ^fignid^ or more hafpit^ executed f 

I would beg Leave to obferve farther, That the vindent 
Animofity of the "Jew difcovers itfelf, even in the Lawyer's 
Reply i He tbatjhewed Mercy m Him. He will not fo much 
as name the Samaritan. Efpedally in a Cafe, where He could 
not be named without an honourable Ciftinftion. — Soflrnngly 
marked, and fo exa£Uy preferved, are the t« isfl*!. the Man- 
ners or difiinguifliing (^alities of each Perfon, in the fa- 
.crcd Narrations ! 

D 2 
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(ets the difabled Stranger, upon his own Beaft; 
and, with all the j^^fidmty of a Servant^ with 
&11 the ^endemefs of a Brother^ conduits Him 
to an Inn, There, He depofits Money, far 
his prcfent Ufe : charges^ the Hoft to omit no* 
thing, that might conduce to the C6mf:>rt of 
his Gueft : and promifes, to defray the whole 
Expence of his Lodging, his lV^^tenance» 
and his Cure. ; ♦ ! 

What a lively Pifture this, of th^, mpft dify 
intertfied and oElive Benevolence! A' Benevo^ 
lence, which excludes no PerfcMis, not even 
Strangers or Enemies, from its tender Rc^ 
gards. Which difdains no Condefcenfion, 

grudges no Coft, in its Labours of Love. 

Could any Method of Convi<Siion have been 
more forctbk^ and at the fame Time more 
pleajmg^ than the, InterrogatcMy, propofed by 
eur LORD, and deduced from the Story ? 
Which now of tbeji ^bree, thinkeji Hou^ "was 
Neighbour uato Him^ thatJeH among the lUeves? 
—Or, can there be an Advice, mtxtfuitoNe to 
the Occafion; more important in its Nature ^ 
or exprefled with a more Jenteniious Energy ; 
than Go Thouy and do likewifet — In this Cai^ 
the Learner inflru£b» the Delinquent c6n* 
demns, Himfelf. Bigotrj hears away^ its Pre- 
judice I and Pride {whiKk^t Moral foiwettdy> 
fo imperceptibly infinustes) er^ti fndi M^ 
lends a willing Ear to Admflnition» 
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Afp. It has been very juftly remarked. That 
this Elo^ence of Similitudes^ is equally afFe6l« 
ing to the Wife, and intelligible to the Igno- 
rant. — -Itjhews *, rather than relates^ the Point 
to be illuftrated.-^ — ^It has been admired, by the 
befl Judges, in aU Ages. But, never was car- 
ried to its bigbeji Pfrfeaiany till our LORD, 
fpoke the Parable of the Prodigal 'f.^-'^^^ 
Which has a Beauty^ that no Paraphrafe can 
heighten: z, Perjpicidty^ that renders all In^ 
terpretation needlefs : and a Fa^ce^ which 
every Reader, not totally infenfible, rauft 
fed. 

^tber. The Condefcenfion and Goodnefs of 
GOD are, every where, conipicuous<^-^In the 
Productions of Nature, He conveys to Us the 
moft vabuibk Fruits, by the Intervention of 
the hodiejl BloiToms. Though the Prefent is, 
in itfelf, extremely acceptable ; He has ^ven 
it an additional Endearment^ by the Beauties 
which array it, or the Perfumes which fiir*» 
round it — ^In the Pages of Revelation like- 
wife. He has communicated to Us the moft 
glorious T^ruthsy adorned with all the Graces of 
Compojition. Such as may poliih the Man of 
Genius, and improve the Man of Worth, 
Such as highly deCght our Imagination, even 

while 

^ Difantimf tm Seneca upon die Sutjeft, {sf audierttem- 
in rem pri/entem aaduamt. £pift«lix« 
t LnlexY. II, 

23 
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uij^jto had r^a^ce uttered the ^f^t Sentence, 
when a Servant canje to kt them knaw j ** Sup-» 
*^ per w^s upqn the Table."-- — ^Very opppr- 
timely, faid I'beron^ h^ our ?i.epafl; w^ted, 
till our Confere^ice is ended. We have Ihe^ycd, 
what a large Fiel^ qf delightf^l Speculation, 
the Scriptures open ; and what ^mple Mate* 
rials for the moft vefined Difcovu'fe *, they 
^ojrd. As nothing can be more ungraceful, 
than to wgk0 in our o'WJjk Condu6^, what W« 
recwimen^ to the Praftice of Qth^i j kt Us, 
this very Night, begin to ennobk our Inter- 
views with thefe improvii^g Subjefts. Let Us 
endeavour to niake religiov^s Converiation, 
which is in all Refpefb defirable^ in ft>me X>t* 

♦ Should the fcrious Reader want zny^ farther rtT(\x?Sviciy 
tp this mofi beneficial Prance; He may. fee— How. pauicu* 
larly our divine MASTER obferves ^he Strain of our Con* 
verlation ; Luke xxiv. 17. — How %i|ftly He has conunanded 
fiich focial Communications^ as may tend to the Vfe ofEdt^ 
fiing^ ^ph. iv. 29. — A^d whsit an JSmt^ce will arife fro^x 
thi^ Article, either for our Acquittal or Condemnation, at 
the pay of cvcrhfttog Judgment, Jtiatt.iai. 36, 37, 
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[HE neixt Morning, when Bre9k-- 
f^ft w^ over, U>eron and A^apk 
took a Walk intq the Qarden— 
Their Spirits cheared, and their 
Imaginations lively — Gratitude 
glowing in their Hearts, and the who!e Q:ea<R 
tion fmiling around them* 

The Spot adjoining to the Hopfe, was ap« 
prc^riated to the Cultivation of Fhwers^ — ^^n 
a Variety of handibme Compartments^ were 
aifembled the choiceft Beauties of blooming; 
Nature. Here, the Hyacinth hung h» fin^en 
Bells, or the Lilies reared their fiker Pyramids^ 
There, ftood the neat Narcijfm^ loQj^ly ♦ at- 
tired in a Mantle of iho.wy Lu^e; or the 
fpkndid Bjfnunculus wore a f uU-rtrioimed Suit 
of radiant Scarlet. Finks were rifing to ena-: 
mel the Borders; Ibfes were opening to dre(|^ 
the Walls; furrounded, on all Sides, with a 
Profufipn of beauteous Yqixc^^ either latent in 

the 
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the Stalk, or burfting the Buds, or blown into 
full Expanfion. 

This was bounded by a flight Partition ; a 
Sort of verdant Parapet. Through which they 
defcend by an eafy Flight of Steps ; and are 
prefented with the elegant Simplicity of the 
Kitchen-Garden. — In one Place, You might fee 
the Marigold flowering, or the Beans in Blof- 
fom. In another, the Endive curled her Leayes^f 
and the Lettuce thickened her Tufts : CoJtf^. 
Jhwers flieltered their fair Completion, under 
a green Umbrella; while the Burrage difshe- 
veiled * her Locks, and braided them with 
blooming Jewels, of a finer Azure than the 
finefl: Saphires. — On the funny Slopes^ the Cu^ 
cumber and Melon lay balking in the coUefted 
Beams. On the raifed Beds, the Artichoke feem- 
cd to be erefting a Standard, while the Afpa^ 
ragus fliot ^f into Ranks of Spears. The level 
Ground produced all Manner of cooling Sallets 
and nourifliing Efculents. Nothing was want- 
ing to furnifli out the wholefome Luxviry of 
an Antediluvian Banquet. 

Soon, a high Wall intervenes. Through 
which a Wicket opens, and tranfmits them 
into the regular and equi-difl:ant Rows of an 
Orchard. — ^This Plantation is fo nicely adjufl:ed,. 

that 

♦ Referring to the hofe irregular Manner of its Foliation. 
• + Alluding, not only to the Sha^y but alfo to the Grov/th 
of this Plant; which ia fo unufuall/ quick, that it may al« 
moil be £ud to Jiart^ raUier than to r^4>ut of th« £ar^«. 
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that it looks like an Arrangement of rural Pi- 
azzas, or a Colleftion of diverfified Viftas. The 
Eye is, every where, entertained with the ex- 
afteft Uniformity; and darts, with unob- 
ftrufted Eafe, from one End of the branching 
Files to the Other* — On all the Boughs, lay a 
bvely Evolution c^ Blojfoms j arrayed in milky 
White, or tinged with the fofteft Red. Croud- 
ing into one general Clufter, without relin- 
quiftung any vacant Space for Leaves, they 
formed the faireft, the gayeft, the grandeft 
Alcove, that Fancy itfelf can imagine. — ^It is 
really like the Court of the Graces. None can 
approach it, without finding his Ideas bright- 
ened, and feeling his Temper exhUarated. 

Contiguous to this correft Difpofition of 
Things, Nature had thrown a Wildernefs ; hoa- 
ry, grotefque, and magnificently confufed. It 
ftretched itfelf, with a large circular Sweep, 
totheNoith; and fecured both heOlitoryand 
the Orchard from incommoding Winds.— ^ 
Copfes of Hazel, and flowering Shrubs, filled 
the lower Spaces. While Poplars quivered 
aloft in Air, and Pines pierced the Clouds with 
their leafy Spires. Here, grew Clumps of Fir, 
clad in everlafting Green : there, flood Groves 
of Oak, that had weathered, for Ages, the 
wintry Storm. — Amidfl this woody Theatre, 
ran a winding ff^alk; lined with Ehns of infu- 
perable Height: whofe Branches, uniting at 

the 
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the Top, i^caied a ftatdy Arch, and projected 
a folemn Shade. It was impoffible to enter 
this lofty Labyrinth, without being ftruck with 
a plMjing Dread. As they proceed, every In- 
fld^lion difdolies a deeper Gloom, and awakens 
a more penfive Attention. 

Havii]^ ftroUed in tlus darkfome Avenue, 
without a Speck of Sunmine, without a 
Glimpfe of the Heavens s on a fudden, they 
ftqi mto open Day^^-Surprifing ! cries .i^jj^^. 
What a Change » this! What dekgbtful En- 
cboitfnunt is Here !-~-One Inftant, whelmed uk 
^rophmw^s Cave *^ where Horror iiowm, 
and DarkDi^ lours. Tranfported, the next, 
into the romantic Scenes of Arcadia i where 
^ is lightibnue, and alt \s gay. — Quick as 
Tbovg^t -f, the Arches of Heaven expand thdr 

Azure. 

^ TI^ Reader may find a curious Account of this Cave, 
togcAeir mih a very ham§ronSy and (which ihould ahr^ ac- 
company BliunoMr, or elfc it witt be Uk^ a Sting without the. 
Honfsfj) an ifnprmng Dercriptionof its £iFe^ Spe£f. VoL 
VHI. N<^598, 599- 

t Such a^fiidden AltieralbRi qI the Pcolpc^ is beautifully 
defcribed by A^on \ 

■ III 11 M. fvhm aScautf. 

Through da^Jt and difart fFaysy with Peril gone 
JllMgbty otlb/tlyBpeai^cbearfufDaum 
Ohtaini the Baout ofjmm high^Umhifig, Hilly 
Whiih to bis Eye dtjiovers unaware 
The g9odfy ProAe^ofJime/ifreigtt Land^ 
Firfifun i arjffm rvmufid metnfaiis^ 
mth glj/lering S^ei, andfPifmkf'admCd^ 
ffVeh mm tbertfing Sim giUi witbkis Beam. 

' Bookin. 
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Azure. Tuitets and Spires fhoot into the $kied. 
Towns, with their fpacious Edifices, fpread 
themfelves to the admiring View.— Thofe 
Lawns, green with tttihtA Herbage ^ thole 
Fields, rich with undttla^g Com ; where were 
tiiey all, a Moment ago^^^^It brings to my 
Mmd that remarkable Situation of the Jemjb 
Law*^ver ; when, elevated on the Summit df 
Pijgah^ He funreyed ihd goodly L^nd of Pt4>^ 
inife— Purveyed tbettiversy the FhoJs, tbeBr^&oJb 
rf Honey and BtOter-^UTWyed tie Mmntdifis 
dropping ivitb JFine^ and the Hilk ftw»ing 'untb 
M7i6 ♦--Surveyed all with thofe Eyes, Which, 
for forty tedious Years^ had been confined to 
^ Sands, ragged Rocks, and the irkfbme 
Wafles of ft deiblate howfbig Wikl«ne& 

Here they featiid themfelves, on the firft 
nw0rf Wffociy which offered itsCoUch. The 
jdfing Sun had vifitcd the Spot;, to dry up the 
Dews, and exhale the Damps, that nught en- 
danger Heahh; to open the Violets, and ex- 
pand 

* TiiiftbtfaeLtngiiag^oftheBook^r3^,MMldM^Pitt- 
phccy of Joel. A Language, like the Scene it describes, not 
beiutSuI onFjT, but beautiftil and rich even to LuJturhm- 
9.— One would almoft fufped, the Lyric Poethitf iBttA tbefe 
nflagts, and attempttd an Imitatioo o£ theic Dclicaeaes. 

yimquiFmtHMy La6iiiS uUris 
Caift/tre Rtvos^ atquetrtmcis- 
Lapja iovis itfrare MOs. Uk tl. Q& H« 

t tUraa would have called it, Cefpis firtuitus* 
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pand the Primrofes, that decked the Green* 
The whole Shade of the Wood was coUefled 
behind them ; and a beautiful, extenfive, diver^ 
fified Landfchape fpread itfelf before them. 

Tberon, according to his ufual Cuftom, made 
many improving Remarks on the Profpe£l, and 
its Furniture. He traced the Footfteps of an 
all-'Comprebending Contrivance, and pointed out 
the 3trokes of immitable Skill. He obferved 
the grand Exertions of Power, and the ricb 
Exuberance of Goodnefs, moft fignally, moft 
charmingly confpicuous through the Whole. — 
Upon one Circumftance He enlarged, with a 
particular Satisfa6):ion. 

7%^r. See! Afpafio^, how all is calculated, to 
adminifter the highift Delight to Mankind.--^ 
Thofe Trees and Hedges, which ikirt the Ex- 
tremities of the Landfchape; ftealing away 
from their real Bulk> and leflening by gentle 
Diminutions 5 appear like elegant TiSures in 
Miniature. Thofe, which occupy the nearer Si- 
tuations, are a Set of noble Images i fwellin^ 
upon the Eye, in full Proportion^ and in a Va- 
riety of graceful Attitudes. Both of them or^ 
namentif^ the feveral Apartments of our com- 
mon Abode, with a Mixture of Delicacy and 
Grandeur. 

The BlofJomSy that array the Branches; the 
Flowers^ that embroider the Mead; addrefs 
and entertain our Eyes with every Charm of 

3eau- 
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Beauty ♦. Whereas, to other Creatures, they are 
deftitute of all thofe Attraflives; which refult 
from a Combination of the lovelieft Colours, 
and moft alluring Forms, — ^Yonder Streams^ 
that glide, with fmooth Serenity, along the Val-. 
lies ; glittering to the diftant View, like Sheets 
of polifhed Cryftal ; or foothing the attentive 
f)ar, with the Softnefs of aquatic Murmurs ; are 
no lefs exbilaraiing to the Fancy, than to the Soil, 
through which they pafs. — ^The huge enormous 
Mountain I the deep and dizzy Precipice *y the 
pendent Horrors of the craggy Promontory: 
wild and tremendous as they are, fumifh out 
an agreeable Entertainment to the human 
Mind ; and pieafe^ even while they terrify. 
^Whereas, the Beafts take no other Notice of 

thofe 

■ * Therefore, when the Prophet defcribcs the Chriftian 
.Church, adorned with all the Beauties of Holinefs^ He boN 
/ows his Imagery from thefe amiable Obje£is. IJraelJball 
bud and bloffbmy Ifai. xxvii. 6. — Nay, the very Irildemefs^ 
even the Gentile Nations, being converted unto CHRIS 7", 
Jball hlojpm as a Rpfej liki. xxxv. i.*— / will be as the Dew 
unto Ifrael ; He Jhall hlojfom as the Lifyy and caft forth his Rooti 
4U Lebanon^ Hof. xiv. 6. What an elegant ri£hire f And 
what a comfortable Promife ! Here is the Queen of Flowers^ 
and the Prince of Trees. Nothing fairer than the full- 
Mown Lily : nothing firmer than the deep-rooted Cedars* 
>Yet thefe are a Reprelentation (and but a faint Reprefenta* 
don) of the ComelinifsyViY^cYi the all-gracious REDEEMER 
puts upon his People > and of the Stability ^ which they derive 
ttom his invioiabte Faithfulnefs. 

•N. B. The fourteenth of Hofeoy is one of thofe Chaptcrs> 
which, for their peculiar Importance and Excellency^ defcrvc 
not only to have a Turn in our Reading, but a P/ace in our 
Memofy. 
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thoft majeftic Defermities, than only to aVmd 
the Dangers, they threaten. 

A/p. Mow Wonderfully do fuch Ctmfidera^ 
tions exalt our Idea of the CREATOR'S Good* 
nt^i his very MJUnguiJhing Goodnefs to Man'> 
land ! And ihould they not profkntionably ^«* 
dtofihtt eternal Benefa6^dr to our AflTedtionsP 
— Hii ever-bountiful Hand has fcattered Blef* 
ilttgs, and with profiile Liberality, aiiiiong all 
the Ranks of animated Ejciftence. But to Us 
He dxerdfes a Beneficence of a very fuperior 
Kind. We ai« treated as hi» peculiar Favou-^ 
litejf. i5^ are admitted to Scenes of Delight,* 
which none but Ourielves are capable of re^ 
lifhing. 

^^fir. Another Remark, though very obvi- 
cWS,' is equally important. The Deftination 
of all theie external Things, is no leis aJvati" 
tagemtSi than their F(Hination is beautiful.-'-^ 
Ine j^oom, which engages the E^e with its 
delicate Hues, ischerifhing the Efnbrio Frmti 
and formings within its filkeri Folds, the Ru-x 
cUments of a future tieprt, — ^TKofe Streams, 
which fhine from afacr^ like flmd Silver, are 
liiudi more valuable in their I*rodudti6ns, and 
bosdSeial in their Services^ than flKV are ami- 
afefe ia their Appearaficc. They diffribute,;as 
they roll along dieir vrnding Baiiks,^ GieMlinejk 
«3^6tir Houfes, and Fruiffufntefi to our Lahds. 
'Shey aourifli, and at their own Expence, a 

jieveif- 
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never-failing Supply of xhtjineji Ftp. They 
vifit our Cities, and attend our Wharfs, as fo 
many pid>lic Vehicks^ ready to fet out at all 
Hours, 

Thofe Sheep, which give their Udders to be 
drained by the biify frilking Lambs, are fat- 
tening their Flefh fpr our Support j and while 
they fill their own Fleeces, are providing for 
our comfortable- Clothing. — Yonder Kine, fome 
of which are browzing upon the tender Herb 5 
others, fatiated with Pafturage, ruminate un- 
der the ihady Covert ; though confcious of no 
fuch Defign, are conco6ling for our Ufe, one 
of the fofteji^ pureji^ healthieft Liquors in the 
World. — ^The Bees, that fly humming about 
our Seat, and purfue their Work on the fra- 
grant Bloflbms, are coUefting Balm and Sweet- 
nefs, to compofe the richeft of Syrups. Which, 
though the Produce of their Toil^ is intended 
for our Good. 

Nature, and her whole Family, are our <?^- 

fiquious Servants, our ever-a^ive Labourers. 

They bring the Fruits of their united Induftiy, 

and pour them into our Lap, or depofite them 

in our Store-Rooms. 

Afp. Who can ever fufficiently admire this 
immenfe Benignity ?^The S U P R E M E Dif- 
pofer of Events, has commanded Delight and 
Profit to walk Hand in Hand, through liis 
ample Creation: making all Things fo per- 
. Vol, I, E fe^ly 
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feSlly plcafing^ as if Beauty was their only End ; 
yet all Things fo eminently ffrvkeable **, as if 
Ufefulnefs had been their fqip Defign. — And, 
as a mod winning Invitation to our Gratitude, 
He has rendered Man the Center, in which 
all the Emanations of his Beneficence, diffufed 
through this Terreftrial Syftem, finally tennj- 
nate. 

But, my dear I'berony is not this apparent, 
in a much more wonderful Manner, through- 
out the whole Oeconomy of Repemption ?— 
It were a fmall Thing for this inferior Clafe 
of unintelligent Creatures, to be continually 
employing themfelves for our Benefit. Even 
the Son of the moji Hi^ GOD, through all his 
incarnate State, afted the very fame Part, — 
He took Flefti, and bore the Infirmities of hu- 
man Nature, not for Himfelf, but^r Ui Mm^ 
and our Salvation. He fuffered Want, and en- 
dured Mifery in all its Forms s tha,t We might 
poflefs the Fulnefs of Joy, and a^und in 
Pleafures for evermore. — When he poured oyt 
his Soul in Agonies, under the Curfc of an 
avengitig Law; ^vhat other Ei¥l had He in 
View, but to make Us P^utakcis of eternal 
Bleffednefs? When He fulfilled, perfeftly ful- 
filled the whole commanding Law s was it not 

on 

* Omms Mundi Partes ita con/titutse funty ut neqiu ad 
XJfum miliores effi p^trint, mqtu ad Spiciim pulcbriores* 

C:c. De Nat. Deor. Lib. IL 
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on purpofe, that his Merits might be imputed 
to Us} That fFcj by his Obedience, might 
be made righteous ? Yes ; 

For Us He livd^ 

Toitdfar our Eafe^ and for our Safety bled. 
Nothing in the whole Courfe 

T&T. Pardon Ine for interrupting You, Af 
pajw. I haire no Objedion to the general Drift 
of yoiir Difcourfe. But that particular No- 
tion of imputed Rigkteoufnefsy has always ap* 
peared to me in a veiy ridiculous Light, And 
I rauft fay, that fuch a Puritanical Noftrum 
makes^a very unbecoming Figure, amongft 
your other manly and correal Sentiments of 
Religion* 

Afp. You know, Iheron^ I have long ago' 
difavowcd that ignoble Prejudice, which rqefts 
Doftrincs, or defpifes Perfons, bccaufe fhey 
hapfyen to be branded with conteipptrbte 
Names. Tis true, the Writers ftyled Puritansy 
are remarkable for their Attachment to this 
Peculiarity of the OofpeL It runs through all 
their Theological Works ^ and very eminently 
diftinguiflics them, from the Gener^ity of our 
modern Treattfes, — But, muft it therefore be 
wrong, becaufe maintained by that paiticuiar 
Set of Peo|>le ? Or, ai'e they the only Advocates 
for this important Truth ? 

Tber. Aye : it is as I fufpe6led. I have lately 
conjectured, from feveral Hints in mv AJpafws 

E 2 ' Dif- 
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Difcourfe, that He has been warping to the 
low ungentleman-Uke Peculiarities of thofe 
whimfical Fanatics. 

Afp. I cannot conceive, why You fhould 
call them whimfical — To fettle Faith on its 
proper Bafis^ the meritorious Righteoufnefs of 
the REDEEMER;. and to deduce Obedience 
from its true Origitiy the Love of GOD fhed 
abroad in the Heart — To fearcb the Confcience, 
and convince the Judgment — ^To awaken the 
lethargic, and comfort the afflifted Soul— And 
all, from a thorough Knowledge, joined to a 
mafterly Application, of the divine Wiprd — 
Thefe, fure, are not whimfical TzlcntSj but real 
Excellencies. Yet thefe, if We may credit Hi- 
ftory, entered into the Preaching ; thefe, if We 
will examine impartially, are to be found in 
the Writings of the Puritans. — ^And a Pearly 
you will pleafe to remember, is a Pearl ftill, 
though it fliould hang in the Ethiopians Ear. 

7'her. Ethiopian indeed ! You have truly cha- 
raflerized, that demure and gloomy Generation. 
I hope. You don't intend to introduce their 
Solemnity and Referve, into your eafy and 
engaging Converfation. Though, for aught 
I can judge, this would be no more ungrace- 
ful, than to patch fuch antiquated Notions on 
your own refined Scheme of Chriftianity. 

Afp. My dear Friend, You are too ludi- 
crous i and I begin to catch the Infeftion. 

We 
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We had better return to our firft Topic, Let 
us contemplate the Wonders of Creation ; and 
as Wc admire the Works, learn to adore the 
Maker. 

I'ber. None of your Evafions, good Afpafia. 
You mull not think to put me off at this Rate. 
I have wanted an Opportunity, to rally you 
upon this Head ; and to argue or laugh You, 
out of thefe religious Oddities. 

Afp. If You will not agree to Terms of 
Peace j I hope, you will allow fome Ceflation 
of Arms. At Icaft, till I can mufter my Forces, 
and prepare for the Vindication of my Prin* 
ciples. 

Tber. No : upon the Spot, and out of Hand, 
You are required to anfwer for yourfelf, and 
thefe fame queer Opinions. — ^I (hall ferve You, 
as the Roman Conful ferved the procraftinating 
Monarch. When He demurred about his 
Reply to the Demands of the Senate, and faid. 
He would confider of the Matter : the refolute 
Ambaflador drew a Cucle round him with his 
Cane, and infifted upon a pofitive Anfwer, 
before he fteppcd over thofe Limits, 

AJp. This, however. You will give me 
Leave to obferve. That the Affair is of a very 
ferious Nature. Upon Condition, that you will 
difmifs your Flourifhes of Wit, and Strokes of 
Satyr ; I will acquaint You with the Reafons, 
which have made me a thorough Convert to 
E 7. .thi5 
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this Doftrine.— Once, I held it in the utmoft 
Contempt 3 and pitied the SimpHcity of (as I 
then ftyled them) its deluded Admiiers. But, I 
am now become fuch a Fool, that I may be truly 
wife, ^\\A fubjiantially happy. I have feen my 
ruined State j and I blefs GOD for this fove- 
' reign Refiorative. It is the Source of my ftrong-. 
eft Confolations, and the very Foundation of 
my eternal Hopes. 

Ther. Excufc me, Afpqfio j if the Vivacity of 
my Temper, and the feemingly uncouth Te- 
net, kindled me into a more humoious Gaiety, 
than became the Occafion* You fpeak of the 
Point, with fo much Serioufnefs, and in fuch 
weighty Terms, as check my Levity, and com- 
mand my Re(pe6t. Be pleafed to execute, what 
You have promifed ; and the moft engaged Au 
tention of my Mind, fhall atone for the petu^ 
lant Sallies of my Tongue. 

\A^. To conceive a Diflilce of any Doclrinc, 
only becaufe Perfons of a particular Denomi- 
nation, have been very officious to pjromote its 
Reception J this is hardly confiftent with an 
in^artial Inquiry after Truth. 

^her. I grant it, J^pajk. And i fliould be 
afliamecl of my Oppofition, if it wa^ founded 
on fo flight a Bottom. But, abftra^ted from 
aU Party-CoHjidcratiom^ I can fee nothing in 
^s fuppoled Article of our Faith, that may 

re«- 



D I A L O G U E II. s5 

retommefld it to the unprejudiced Inquirer, — 
What can be morfe aukward thzn the Term, or 
more irrational than the Sentiment ? 

Jifp. The Wdfd imputed, when ufed in this 
Conne^Hon, may ptoffibly convey a difagreeatle 
Sound to the Ears of fome Peo{>le. Becaufe, 
they look upon it, as the pfetuHar Pl^rafeology of 
a hvr fuperftitious SeSlarifis ; and rejeft it, merely 
on the Foot of that unreafonable Surmife.— 
But, how can Ton be difguftfed at the ExpreA 
(ion, Tberon^, ^Vhdhavefo often read it, in the 
moft approved and Judicious Writers ? St. Paul^ 
who might affirm with Rdatidh to his Epi/Uesi 
much mfore truly than the Painter concerning 
his Pourtraits, / write for Eternity * j fcruples 
not to uft this aukward Language, feveral 
Times in the fame Chapf tr -f . Mi/toft, the Cor- 
fcftnefs of whcrfe Tafte, atid the Propriety of 
whofe Style, ho Perfori of Genius will ever 
queftioh; delights to copy, in various Parts 
6f his incomparable Poem, thi Apoftle's Dic- 
tion. — Authorfe^d hjfucb Precedents, it is fu- 
jfcfiwr to Gavil, and warf aftted beyond all Ex- 
ception. 

As 

♦ Alluding to thfc Painter, who, apologizing for the 
Jbtv Prbccdure arid fcrupuloufly nice Touches of his Pencil, 
faid J Mumitati pingOy I faint for Eternity. And thofe 
Strokes. had need becorreft, which are intended to furvivc, 
fo long as Time itfelf fliall laft. 

t &e Rom. iv. In which fingle Chapter, fome Branch of 
the Word Xoyi^fer^ai, to be imputedy occurs no left than ten 
or eleven Timc«, 

E 4 
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As to the Sentiment J I take it to be the very 
fundamental Article of the Gofpel : and I be- 
lieve, whoever is acquainted with ecclefiafticai 
Hiftory, will allow, that it bore the principal 
Sway, in extricating Us from Popifh Daiknefs, 
and introducing the Reformation. — What fays 
our LORD, with regard to the Love of GOD, 
and the Love of our Neighbour? On thefe 
two Commandments hang all the Law and the PrO" 
phets. Much the fame would I venture to fay, 
concerning the Imputation of our Sins to 
CHRIST, and the Imputation of CHRISTs 
Righteoufnefs to Us : On thefe two Doftrines, 
hang all the Privileges and the whole Glory of 
the Gofpel. 

T'her. In our laft Converfation, I muft own, 
I faw a ftrong Refemblance between the Works 
and the Word of GOD. But I never obferved 
any Thing in Nature, that bore the leaft 
Analogy to imputed Sin, or imputed Righte- 
oufnefs. — To me your two Doflrines feem. 
very unaccountable and irrational. 

j4Jp. That our Sins fhould be charged upon 
the only begotten Son of GOD, and that his 
Righteoufnefs fhould be made over to finful 
Worms, is flrange, exceeding jftrange. The 
Pfalmifl calls it, marvelous Loving-Kindnefs^. 
The Apoflle ftylcs it, Love that paffeth Know- 
ledge -f-. And it has fometimes, I mufl freely 

confefs, 

* Pjal xvii. 7. t Eph, iii. 19, 
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confefs, been almoft ready to ftagger. my Be-r 
lief. However, I have found myfelf re- 
lieved in this Perplexity, not only by the Tef- 
timonies of Scripture^ but even from the Qm-^ 
templation of Nature. All Nature is full of 
ftrange and myfterious EfFe6ls; confequently, 
is a Voucher for the myfterious Truths of 
Cliriftianity. 

How furprifing are the Experiments oiEkc-* 
tricityy and the occult Qualities of the Load- 
Jlone ! How furprifing thofe countlefs Legions 
of Effluviay which tranfpire from a fmall odo- 
riferous Body ! and thofe infinite Myriads of 
luminous Particles^ which iffue from a fmaller 
flaming Subftance*! There's not a Blade of 
Grafs^ but furpafles the Comprehenfion of all 
Mankind ; and not a fingle Atom, but is big 
with Wonders. — Infomuch, that the intelli^ 
gent Obferver can no where fix his Thoughts, 
without being aftonifhed, tranfported, and 
^ven loft in Admiration. 

Since the Procedure of Providence in this 
vifible Syftem, is a continued Series oijlupend^ 
cm and unfearchable Operations \ need We be 

alarmed, 

* Dr. Nieuwentyt has computed. That, from a lighted 
Candle, about the Size of fix to the Pound, there iffues, in 
the Second of a Minute, an EflFufion of Particles, vaftly 
more than ten hundred thoufand million Times the Num- 
ber of Sands, which the whole Globe of the Earth contains. 
~To call this a very great Multitude, would be faying lit- 
tle. It nonpluflcs our Thoughu^ and exceeds the utmoft 
Stretch of Imagination! 
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alarmed, can We rcafonably be cf&ndcd, if 
the Sdieme of Redemption is equaUy ftu- 
pendoos, is far more amazing ? Yet, thoagh 
amazing^ I hope^ it will not appear, what 
You was pkafed to infinuatr, irrational. 

Suppoie, yfftfiate the Sigmficatian of the 
Ifermsy and ad)uft ^tvn Boundaries of ourSuh* 
je6l, before We enter upon a Survey of its 
Contents? 

^tber. Such a Caution would have prevented, 
at kafl have fbortened, many a vehement and 
tedious Controvcrfy.— -You fe^ on yonder 
Heath, the Preparations for an approaching 
Race. There ftand the Fofis^ which are to 
nark out the Limits of the Courfe. Withoiit 
this previous reflri^ive Care, how irregular 
would be the £xcurfions of the contending 
Steeds ! How difficulty rather how impofibUy to 
dedare the Conqueror, and award the Prize 1 
«-*A dear Defimition of Terms, feertis equally 
neceflary for candid Diiputants. Without it, 
they may wrangle for Ages, and never come 
to a Jbetermination. 

j^. JuftificaHm is an Aft of GOD Al- 
mighty 's Grace \ whereby He acquits his Peo- 
pte from^Ouilt, and accounts them righteous^; 

for 

^ ShouM aOT Reader objeA td the Definition ; appre* 
fanriiai^ that Joftifkiitiion impKn no mdre, than the Pardon 
^Sim\ I wouM^fefire Him to fuipend hts Jiulgment, till 
m lus penifed Diafogoe X, where ttu3 Point is more cir- 
cumftantially confidered. 
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for the Sake of CHRISTs Righteoufhels, 
which was wrought out for them, and is im- 
puted to them. 

T'ier. Two of your Terms want fome further 
Explication. What do You underftand by 
CHRISl^'s Righteoufnefs? And what is the 
Meaning of imputed^ 

AJp. By CHRIS ts Rigbteoufnefs I undcr^ 
ftand, all the various Inftances of his ailive 
and paffin)e Obedience; fpringing from the 
perfe^ HoUnefe of his Heart; continued 
through the whole Progrefs of his Life ; and 
extending to the very laft Pang of his Death. 
—By the Word imputed I would fignify^ That 
this Righteoufiiefs, though perfoimed by our 
LORD> \% placed to our jiccmnti is reckoned 
or adjudged by GOD as our o'ion. Infomuch^ 
that We may plead it, and rely on it, for the 
Pardon of our Sins; for Adoption into his 
Family ; and for the Enjoyment of Life eter- 
naL^^hall I illuftrate my Meaning by a weQ 
atteftedFaa? 

T'ber. Nothing gives Us fo eafy a Concep- 
tion of any difficult Point, as this Method of 
explaining, by parallel Fa6ts, or proper Simi- 
litudes. 

^. I don't fay the Cafe is parallel. I 
only produce it, to aid our Conceptions.— 
Onefimusy You know, was Pbi lemons Slave ♦• 

f See the Epiftle to Pbilemfig 



6o D I A L O G U E Ii; 

He had perfidioufly deferted his Mailer's Ser- 
vice, and ftill more perfidioufly ftole his Goods. 
The Fugitive, in his guilty Rambles, provi- 
dentially meets with St. Paul. He is charmed 
.and captivated with that gracious Gofpel, 
which proclaims Mercy even for the vilefl: of 
Sinners. He becomes a thorough Convert to 
the Religion of JESUSy and is received into 
the fpiritual Patronage of the Apoftle. Who, 
learning his criminal Condudl, and obnoxious 
State, undertakes to bring about a Reconcilia- 
tion, • with his offended Matter : difpatches 
Him, for this Purpofe, with a Letter to PA/- 
lemon : and amongft other Perfuafives, writes 
thus in the poor Criminal's Behalf; If He 
bath wronged T^hee^ or oweth T^hee aught y put that 
on mine Account. I Paul have written it with 
mine own Hand ; Z will repay it. 

That, which the zealous Preacher of- Chri- 
ftianity offered^ the adored Author of Chifliani- 
ty executed. — JVe had revolted from the LORD 
of all Lords, and broke his holy Command-* 
ments. The Son of GOD, infinitely com- 
paffionate, vouchfafes to become our Media- 
tor. That nothing might be wanting, to 
render his Mediation fuccefsful, He places 
Himfelf in our Stead. The Puniftiment, which 
We deferved. He endures. The Obedience, 
which We owed, He fulfils. — Both which, be- 
ing imputed to Us^ and accepted for Us, are 

the 
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the Foundation of our Pardon, are the pro- 
curing Caufe of our Jaftification* 

T*her. Is this the exaft Signification of the 
original Word, which We tranflate imputed? 

Afp. In the Book of Numbers^ We meet 
with this Phrafe ; and in fuch a Connexion, as 
clears up its Meaning. — JEHOVAH ena6ls a 
Decree concerning the Levites ; who had no 
Vintages to gather, nor any Harvefts to reap. 
He direfts them, to prefent the tenth Part of 
their Tythes, in the Form of a Heave-Offer- 
ing : adding. And this your Heave-Offering fhali 
be reckoned * unto You, as though it were the 
Corn of the I'breJbing'-FIoory and as the Fulnefs 

of 

♦ Uumh, xviii. 27. ^ttTTj exa<9Iy anfwers to St. PauF^ 
*Xo>'»o'S'i», Rom, iv. 9. — The fame Phrafe is ufed, and the 
fame Dodrine taught, Levit. xvii. 3, 4. IVhat Man foever 
there be of the Hotife of Ifrael that killeth an Ox^ or Lamb^ or 
Goat in the Campy or that kilUth it out of the Camp ; and 
hringeth it not unto the Door of the Tabernacle of the Congre- 
gation j to offer unto the LOkD an Offering before the Taber- 
nacle of the LORDy Blood Jhall be imputed to that Alan ; 
He hathjhed Blood ; and that Man Jhall be cut off from among 
his People. — Here was no Murder committed by the Offen- 
der, vet the Crime of Murder is charged, or as the Scrip- 
ture (peaks. Blood ii imputed to Him, Left Any (hould mif- 
take the Meaning of this Expreflion, or not underftand it 
in its due Latitude, the divine Law-eiver is his own Inter- 
preter ; He hath in the Eye of my Juftice^^i Blood: He 
ihall pafs for a Murderer, and be punifhed as a Murderer ; 
He (hall^^ cut off from among his People, — Thus alfo faith 
the eternal Judge concerning the Believers in CHRIST, 
V The Rigbteoufnefs of my Son is imputed to them : they 
** are in the Eye of my Juftice righteous : they fhall be dealt 
" with, as righteous Pcrfons 3 and made Partakers of the 
** Kingdom of Heaven." 
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(^ the Wine^Prefs : as fatisfaSorj to mc, and 
as beneficial to You, as if it was the Tenth of 
your own Labours, and the Tythe of your 
own Increafe. — So, the expiatory Sufferings, 
which CHRIST' endured 5 the complete Obe- 
dience, which He performed; are reckoned 
to true Believers. And are altogether as ef^ 
feEluaU for obtaining their Salvation, as if they 
were their own perfonal Qualifications. 

T^her. The Imputation mentioned in your 
Paflage, is tlie Imputation of fomething done 
by the Levites tbemfehesj not of fomething 
done by Another. This, I apprdicnd, is the 
true Import of the Word, when it occurs af- 
firmatively in Scripture. 

jifp. This is always the Irapoit Ihould 

Kave been iaid, in order to make tbe Objec- 
tion forcible. But You could not fo foon for- 
get the Inftance, Jufi: now aUedgedr St. Paul^ 
fpeaking of the Crimes, which Onefimus had 
committed; and of the Injuries, which Phi" 
lemon bad fuftained ; fays, " Chanrge them all 
" on me *. I will be refponfible, for the one, 
" and for the other ; as much, as if the whole 
« Guilt had been of my own cofrtra6ttng." — 
Here is fuppofed, not the Imputation of fome- 
thing don« by the Apoftle Hinfelf^ but of jim^ 
fbers criminal Behaviour* 

Under 
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Under the Law, Aaron is commanded to 
put the Iniquities of Ifrael up<m the Scape- 
Goat *d — The feme Sentiment is re-inculcated, 
when the Goat is faid to tear the Luquities of 
the People -f*. This was plainly an Imputa* 
tion \ yQt^ could not poffibly be the Imputation 
^ any Thing done by the devcAed Animal.-— • 
T}>e Ejeils which took Place upon the Exew 
cqtion of the Ordinance, indicate a Tranfla- 
tion of Guilt. For, the Congregation waa 
cleanfed, but the Goat polluted. The Cob^ 
greg^tionT^ cleanly that their Iniquities were 
conveyed away, and to be found no more. 
The Goat Jo poUut^d, that it communioted 
Peiilenient to the Perfbn, who conducted it 
into the Land not inhabited. — Ail this waa 
GOD's own Appointmwt ; aad ddSgiiied^ 
like the whole Syftem of Mojkic Ceremonks^ 
to inftru^ his Chwqh in the Knowledge of 
the great MEDIATOR: in whofe Perfoa 
iand 0£<;e thad was done realfy^ which eUe« 
where could be done no othei wkfe than iypi^ 
caify. 

'tber. U this 19 your Meaning, Ajj^a^ ; I 
am apt; to tliink, it wiJil be a difilctdk JVbttcr 
to nake m« a Profdyte. I {aufl! be content 
to i«^ for one of the itiiF-^neeked Generation. 
Since, I can fee ntii^her Wifdom nor Eq/tityy m. 

afcribing 

f Ittvit.TCSi. 21. I Levit.xvi. 22, 
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afcribing to a Perfon, what He has not j or 
imputing to Him, what He does not* 

AJp. It was not Afpajio^ but his Friend^ 
who fet out with a View of making Profe- 
lytes. \i I can maintain my Ground, and 
^ Indicate my own Belief, it will be no incon- 
fiderable Acquifition. — ^However, I fhall not 
defpair of feeing the Partner of my Heart, . 
become a Sharer of my Faith. When We 
are convinced of our numberlefs Sins; when 
We feel the Depravity of our Nature-, and. 
begin to difcern the inconceivable SanSlity of 
our Judge 5 then, perhaps, this exploded 
Article may be found worthy of Acceptance 
—its Conftitution admired, as the Wifdom 

of GOD and its Privilege coveted^ as the 

Confolation of our Souls. 

Ther. I fhall wave at prefent, an Examina- 
tion of each Particular j and only make fome 
remote Obfervations. Which feem, neverthe- 

lefs, pretty nearly to afFeft your Scheme. 

Many Perfons, have fcarce fo much as beard 
of your Terms ; have no manner of Acquaint- 
ance with your Do6trine. Will you ftrike off 
aUthefe from the Lift of Chriftians ? Will 
you condemn all thefe as defperate Infidels ? 

jifp. Not heard of them ! — In a Proteftant 
Nation ! — ^Where the Gofpel is publicly preach- 
ed, and the Bible in every One's Hand ! — 
This, if true, is ?nuch to be lamented. 

In 
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In Anfwer to your Queftion — It is not my 
Cuftom, much lefs is it my Prerogative, to 
condemn Others. Has GOD committed all 
Judgment unto me ? That I fhould prefume 
to anticipate the decifive Sentence, or launch 

the Thunder- bolts of eternal Vengeance ? 

Neither do I affirm the Condition of fuch 
Perfons to be defperate. There may be 7hofe^ 
who have no explicit Knowledge of the Doc- 
trine ; who are even difgujled at the Expref- 
fions ; yet live under the Belief of the Truth, 

and in the Exeicife of the Duty. '' They 

" are never diverted, by the Splendor of any 
" Thing that is greats or by the Conceit of 
" any Thing that is good in them, from look- 
" ing upon themfelves as Jinful Duft and 
" Alhes." Their whole Dependence is upon 
that JUS't ONE, who expired on the Crols, 
and whom the Heavens have received. They 
feek the fanClifying SPIRIT, in confequence 
of their Saviour's Death ; and give all Dili* 
gence, to add to their Faith Virtue *. 

l^her. If People may be fafe, and their eter- 
nal Interefts fecure, without any Knowledge 
of thefe Particularities ; why fhould you of- 
fer to puzzle their Heads, about a few unne- 
ctffzvy fcholajiic Terms ? 

A^. Scriptural Terms, You lliould have faid, 
Theron. — ^However, We are not veiy felicitous, 

as 
♦ a Pft. i. 5* 

Vol. !• F 
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as to the Credit, or the Ufe, of any particu- 
lar Set of i^hrafes. Only let Men be humbled, 
as repenting Criminals, at the REDEEMER'S 
Feet : Let them rely, as devoted Penfioners, on 
his precious Merits : and they are undoubtedly 

in the Way to a blifsful Immortality. ^Yet, 

will their Way be lefs clear, and their Steps 
more embarafled, by not diftinftly under- 
flanding the benign Genius of the GofpeL A 
proper Information in this Important Point, 
would fhed Li^ht upon their Paths, and en^ 
courage them in their Journey ; would further 
their Progrefs in vital Holinefs, and increafc 
their Joy in the LORD. 

"Ther. The Followers of your Opirion, I 
have obfer\xd, are perpetually dwelling upon 
this one favourite To]^ic i to the Exclufion of 
that grand and truly eflential Part of Chrifti- 
anity, San6iifcation. 

Afp. If You have* ever taken notice of fuch 
a Conduft, You are unqueftionably right, in 
with-holding your Approbation. It is a ma- 
nifeft Ificongruity, and deferves your Cenfure. 
But, affure Yourfelf, it proceeds from a Mif- 
apprchenfion in the Perfons, and has no Con- 
nexion with the Nature of the Do6trine. 

I am far, very far from reducing the vari- 
ous Parts of Chriilianity, (which, when con- 
neded, make up fo well-proportioned a Sy(^ 
tern) to this Jingle, however diftinguiftied 

Branch. 
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Branch. Sandlification is equally necejfary^ both 
to our prefent Peace, and to our final Feli- 
city. Indeed, they are as reciprocally necef- 
fary, for the Purpofes of intelleElual and eter-^ 
nal Happinefs \ as the Heart and the Lungs 
are, to the Subfiftence of the animal Oeco- 
nomy. The former muft tranfmit, the latter 
muft refine, the vital Fluid ; or elfe, Difeafe 
will take Place, and Death will enfue. — My 
Intention is, that thofe fundamental Truths of 
the Gofpel, like thefe Majier-Organs in the 
Body, may have each its proper Office afllgned ; 
each concur to fupport the better Health, and 
to promote the fpiritual Grovnh, of the 
Chiiftian. 

Ther. Other of your zealous Folks I have 
known, who are all for the fanStifying Influ- 
ence of the SPIRIT 5 and reckon this Affiance 
on the SAVIOUR'S Merits, among the beg- 
garly Elements of Religion. They fcarce ever 
mention, What CHRIST has done far Usi 
but infift wholly upon what He does in Us.—^ 
When the religious People are (b divided 
among themfelves*, how can a Stranger aft? 
Which Opinion fhall He choofe ? 

-#• 

• Tberon\ Inquiry concerning thefc iW0 Particulars, is 
(bmetimes made an Objedion againft all Religion. — But 
have the Gentlemen, who adopt this Obje£lton, never Teen 
the Naturalifts divid^ in their Judgment ; with relation to 
the Defign and Ufc of feveral Appearances in the material, 
F % the 
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Afp. Which, Hheronl Let Him difcard nei- 
ther, but ajfociate both. If the all-gracious 

REDEEMER has poured out his Blood on 
the Crofs, that my Guilt may be expiated ; 
and prefents his Interceffion in Heaven, that 

I may be endued with the SPIRIT : If He 

will be the meritorious Caufe of my Juftifica- 
tion, ^nd the operative Principle of my Sanfti- 

fication : Why fhould I fcruple to receive 

Him, in either, in both Capacities ? Who 
would lop off the Right-hand, in order to 
impart the higher Dignity, or the greater Im- 
portance to the left ? I would be no Partialift 
in Chriftianity : neither diminifli her Dowry, 
nor mutilate her Privileges. 

^ber. You feem, if not to mutilate, yet to 
fplit the Merits of CHRIST, and parcel out 
the Efficacy of his mediatorial Undertaking ; 
afcribing fo much to his aftive, and fo much 
to his paffive Righteoufnefs ; Pardon to thisy 
and Life to that. 

Afp. Some, I believe, are pleafed with this 
Way of ftating the Matter. But, it is a Me- 
thod, that I neither attempt to defend, nor 

wifh to imitate. To difiingwjh between the 

aftive 

the vegetable, the animal Creation ? While One decries as 
2^ ISlu'ifancey what another admires as a Beauty. -^Ytt no 
One, I believe, ever took it into his Head, from fuch a Di- 
verfity of Opinions, to doubt whether the Frame of Nature 
is a juft, a regular, and a fini/hed Syftem : or to deny. That 
Power, Goodnefs, and Wifdom, fupport, pervade, and 
direct the Whole. 
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active and paffive Righteoufnefs, I think, is 
not amifs. Becaufe, this fets the Fulnefs of 
our lord's Merit in the cleareft Light ; and 
gives the completeft Honour to GOD's holy- 
Law. — ^But to divide them into detached Por- 
tions, independent on each other, feemstobe 
fanfiful, rather than judicious. For, had 
tit her Part of the mediatorial Obedience been 
wanting; I apprehend, neither Pardon, nor 
Acceptance, nor any fpiritual Blefling, could 
have been vouchfafed to fallen Man. 

The two Parts are infeparable ; making, in 
their Connexion, a neceflaiy and noble Whole 
for the Accomplifhment of our Salvation. 
Juft as the Light and the Heat of yonder Sun, 
blend their Operation; to produce this de- 
lightful Day, and this fruitful Weather. 

However, therefore, I may happen to exprefs 
myfelf, I never confider them as adling in the 
exclufive Senfe 5 but would always have them 
underftood, as a grand and glorious Aggre^ 
gate. Looking upon our SAVIOUR'S uni- 
verfal Obedience, which commenced at his 
Incarnation ; was carried on through his Life; 
and terminated in his Death ; — looking upon 
all this, in its colleSlive Form, as the Object of 
my Faith, and the Foundation of my Hopes ^. 

Ther. 

♦ In this Opinion, Jfpoftc has MiltcrCs Arch-Angel for 
his Precedent. Michael fpeaking of his L O R D and <?«r 
LORD, fayji 

F 3 The 
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T'her. I think, Yon lay too much Strefs, 
upon this controverted, and perhaps merely 
Jpeculative Point. 

Afp. Merely fpeculative ! Say not thus, my 

dear Friend. " How I may be juftificd 

** before GOD, ray Maker, my Governor, 
*' and my Judge ?" Is an Inquiry, of all others, 
the mojl interejling and important. It is the 
main Hinge, on which every Inftance of prac- 
tical Religion turns *• True Comfort, will- 
ing Obedience, holy Communion with the 
divine Majefty, ^/Z depend upon this capital 
Point. 

Far from being a merely fpeculative Point, 
it afcribes the moft undivided Glory to the 

ever-blefled GOD, and his free Grace. It 

adminifters the moft ferene and fubfiantial Sa- 

tisfaftions to frail, but believing Men. It 

cherifhes^ 

The Law of GOD cxaa he (hall fulfil. 

Both by Obedience and by Love^ though Love 

Alone fulfil the Laiu ; thy Punifliment 

He fhall endure, by coming in the Flejb 

7i a reproachful Life and curfed Death j 

Proclaiming Life to all who fhall believe 

In his Redemption. B. XII. 4j02. 

According to the Tenour of thefe very valuable Lines, our 
LORi^s Fulfilling the Law, and Enduring the Punifh- 
ment, are the concurring Caufes, or the one compound Caufty 
of Life and Redemption to Sinners. 

♦ Diffundit fe^ fays the judicious JVitfius^ Juflificationis 
Do£lrina per totum Theologia Corpus ; tf prout Fundamen.a 
hici vel bene^ vet male^ ja^a funty eo univerfum £dificium 
vel folidius augufliufque afcendity vel maUJiatumnatumjfoedam 
mnitatur Ruinam. De Oecon. 
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chcrifties, with the moft kindly Influence, that 
pure and undejU^ Religion, which has its Seat 
in the Heajt ; hat its Birth from Love ; and 
is a real Antepa{t both of the Bufmefs and 
the Blifs of Saints in Light. 

Can We, then, lay too much Strefs upon 
a Do6lrine, fo greatly momentous ; upon a 
Privilege, fo extenfively benej&cial ? 

T^her. When all this is provedj then for my 
Reply, Afpajio. Nay, then You (hall have 
more than a Reply ; I promife You my cor- 
dial Affent. 

jifp. And if all this be incapable of Proof, 
I affure You, Tberon^ I will not (oXicxt your 
Afleilt. Nay more, I will revoke and re* 
nounce my own. 

T'her. At prefent, I believe. We muft go in, 
and prepare for our Vifitants. Some other 
Interview will give Us an Opportunity, to 
canvafs this Queftion more minutely. 

Afp. Though I have never much Irfcli- 
nation, even when there is the moft Leifure, 
for Controverfy; yet, if You infift upon it, 
I (hall not abfolutely refufe to engage in a 
Debate with my TCheron. Becaufe, He will 
come to the amicable Rencounter, without 

bringing angry PaJJiom for his Second. My 

Reafons will be impartially weighed, not art- 
fully eluded, much lefs anfwered with Invec- 
F 4 tive. 
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tive. If fome inadvertent Expreflion fhould 

drop from my Lips, He will not rigoroufly 
profecute the Slip ; nor aggravate an unguard- 
ed Sentence into the Crime of Herefy. 

Candour will form his Judgment, and Good- 
nature dictate his Expreffions. 

T'her. I thank You, my dear Afpafio^ for 
your genteel Admonition. What I attiy in the 
Language of Complaifance, means, What I 

Jhould be. Well : I will endeavour to take 

your Hint, and check this my Impetuofity of 
Spirit. I have often admired, O ! that I could 
imitate, the beautiful Example of Si. Paid 
When Fejlus^ forgetting the Dignity of the 
Governor, and the Politenefs of the Gentle- 
man, uttered that indecent Refle6lion ; Pauly 
thou art befide thyfelf: much Learning doth make 
I'hee mad. Did the great Preacher of Chrif- 
tianity kindle into Refentment ? — The Charge 
was unjujl and abufive. But the Apoftle, with 
the moft perfeft Command of Himfelf, re- 
turned xhcfoftejly yet the moji fpirited Anfwer 
imaginable. I am not mady moft noble Fcfbis; 

but /peak the Words of Truth and Sobernefs*. 

Inexpreflibly graceful was this calm and ob- 
liging 

* See ASfs xxvi. Where We have an Apology^ the nobleft, 
perhaps, that ever was made ; eminent for/«^ Addrefs, char 
Rcafoning, and the moft important Truth. Which, not- 
withftanding all thefe very fuperior Recommendations, is 
deemed Madnefs : and that^ by a Nobleman from Rsme ; 

the 
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liging Reply, Though fhort, infinitely more 
convincing than a whole Torrent of bitter or 
recriminating Words. It difarmed the Judge 
of his rifmg Difpleafure ; it conciliated the Fa- 
vour of his royal Afleflbr 5 and brought Honour 
to the chriftian Caufe. 

This amiable Self-Regimeny and Moderation 
of Temper, I fliall be fure to fee exemplified in 
my Friend's Conveifation ; however I may fail 
of it myfelf, or be Proof againft all his Argu- 
ments. 

Afp. Ah ! I'herony We want no Monitor, to 
remind Us of our fuppofcd Excellencies. And 
if You begin with your Compliments, it is 
Time to put an End to our Difcourfe. 

Only let me juft obferve. That divine Truths 
cannot be properly difcerned, but by the en- 
lightening Influences of the divine SPIRIT.' 
We muft addrefs Ourfelves to this Inquiry, not 
only with unprejudiced Minds, but likewifc 
with praying Hearts. We muft bring to this 
Difpute, not baiely the Quiver of Logic, but 
that VnSlionfrom the HOLT ONE, which may 

teach Us all Things *. Let Us then adopt the 

Poet's Afpiration ; 

— Thou 

the Scat of Science, and Fountain-Head of polite Litera- 
ture. — A Proof this, no lefs demonftrative than deplorable^ 
of the Apoftle's Affertion ; Tin natural Man, however in- 
genious or accompliflied, receiveth not the ^Things of the Spirit 
rf GOD J for they are Foolijhnefs unto Him^ l Cor. ii. 14. 

♦ I John ii. 20, 27. 
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- I'hou celeftial Lights 

Shine imvard^ and the Mind through all her 

Power i 
Irradiate ; there plant Eyes j ^all Mifi from 

thence 
Purge and difperfe ! 

Milton, B. III. 5K 
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IE are now, Afpafio^ about two 
"W "^1 Miles diftant from my Houfe, 
^ ^1 The Horfe-Road lies through a 
narrow dufty Lane. The Foot- 
path leads along a fpacious plea- 
fant Meadow. Suppofe, We deliver our Horfes 
to the Servant, and walk the Remainder of 
the Way ? 

Ajj^. Nothing can be more fuitablc to my 
Inclination. Efpecially, as the Air is become 
cool, and the Walk is fo inviting. 

What a magnificent and charming Scene ? 
— Hilhy on cither Side, gently rifmg, and 
widely fpreading. Their Summits^ crowned 
with fcattered Villages, and cluftering Trees. 
Their Slopes^ divided into a beauteous Chequer- 
Work ; confifting partly of Tillage, with its 
waving Crops 5 partly of Pafturage, vdth its 

grazing 
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grazing Herds* Before Us, the Trefoil, 

the Clover, and a Variety of grafly Plants, 
differently bladedj and differently branched, 
weave themfelves into a Carpet of living Green. 
Can any of the Manufa6lures formed in the 
Looms, or extended in the Palaces of Perfa, 
vie with the Covering of this ample Area? 
Vie with it, in Grandeur of Size, or Delicacy of 
Decoration ? 

What a Profufion of the gayeft Flowers, 
fringing the Banks, and embroidering the 
Plain ! 

■' ■ ■ ■ Nature Here 

Wantom as in her Prime, and plays at JVilt 
Her Virgin-fancieSy pouring forth more Sweety 
Wild above Rule or Art, enormous Blifs * / 

Nothing can be brighter, than the Luftre 
of thofe filver Daijies j nothing deeper, than 
the Tinge of thofe golden Crowfoots. Yet, 
both feera to acquire additional Beauty, by 
fucceeding to the Deformity of Winter, and 
flourifhing amidfl fo much furrounding Ver- 
dure. 

Tther. Nature is truly in her Prime. The 

Vegetable Tribes are putting on their richeft 
Attire, Thofe Chefnuts, on our Right-hand, 
begin to rear their flowering Pyramids ; thofe 
Willows, on our left, are tipt with Taflek 
of Grey; and yonder Poplars, that overlook 

the 
♦ Mlton, B. V. 
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the River, and feem to command the Meadows, 
are pointed with Rolls of Silver. 

The Hawthorn^ in every Hedge, is partly 
turgid with lilken Gems, partly diffufed into a 
milk-white Bloom, Not a ftragling Furze^ 
nor a folitary I'hickety but wears a rural Nofe- 
gay. All is a delightful Difplay of prefent 
Fertility, and a joyous Pledge of future Plenty. 

Now we experience what the royal Poet, 

ip very agreeable Imagery, defcribes : The Win* 
ter is paji \ the Rain is over and gone. l*be 
Flowers appear on the Earth ; the Time of the 
Singing of Birds is come j and the Voice of the 
Turtle is heard in our Land. The Fig-Tree put^ 
teth forth her Green Figs ; and the Vine with the 
tfnder Grapes give a good Smell *. 

AJp. Your Quotation and the Scene remind 
me of a Remark, that (hould have been ad- 
mitted into our laft Night's Difcourfe. When 
we were enumerating the Excellencies of the fa- 
cred Writings, methinks, we might have ad- 
ded; — Are you fond of Pajloraly in all its 
flowery Graces, and blooming Honours ? Ne- 
ver have we feen fuch exquifite Touches of 
rural Painting, or fuch fweet Images of en- 
deared AiFe6tion, as in the Song of Songs which 
wSolomon'i. All the brilliant and amiable Ap- 
pearances in Nature are employed, to deline- 
ate the Tdndemefs of bis Heart, who is Lovei 

itfelf-^ 

* Cant. ii. Ii, 12, 13; 
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itfelf — ^to pourtray the Beauty of bis Perfonj, 
who is The chief eji among ten thoufand — and de- 
fcribc the Happinefs of thofe Souls, whofe iv/- 
hrwflnp is with the Father y and with his Son 
JEHUS CHRISr*. 

See ! l^heron, what the chearing Warmth and 
the genial Showers of Spring have done ! 
Such a, Change, fo pleafing and fo ennobling, 
the Gofpel of CHRIST introduces into the SouL 
—Not a Day, fcarce an Hour pafies, but this 
Scafon of univcrfal Fecundity produces Some- 
thing new. And is there any State, or any 
Circumftance of Life, on which the Faith of 
CHRIST dees not exert a fimiiar Efficacy, and 
bring forth Fruit unto GOD? 

This is fuppofed to be the fpiritual Meaning 
of that fine defcriptive Pi<5lure,which You have 
borrowed from the Canticles. It difplays the 
benign ^ency of Grace and its Doftrines; 
efpccially, of our LORUs Satisfadlion for 
Sin, and of his Righteoufnefs imputed to Sin- 
licrs. Thefe operate, with much the fame fa- 
vourable and happy Energy, both on our 
Morals asDd our Comforts; as the Jiveet Injlu^ 
ences of the vernal Sun c^perate, on the fprout- 
ing Herbs, and opening Flowers. 

Ther. Ifjuch were the Effefta of your Doc 
trine, it would ftand the fairer Chance for 
general Acceptation. — ^But there are feveral 

weighty 
♦ I John i. 3. 
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weighty Scruples to be removed, before Per-* 
fons of a liberal and enlarged Way of Think-* 
ing, can acquiefce in your Opinion. Who, 
for Inftance, can perfuade Himfelf, that what 
You call the SatisfaSion of CHRISt, is con- 
fiftent with the Dictates of Reafon, or with 
the Perfeaions of the D E I T Y ? 

Afp. Let Gentlemen be candid in their In- 
quiries, and truly liberal in their Way of 
Thinking ; then, I flatter myfelf, thefe Scruples 
may be removed, without much Difficulty. 

GOD, the almighty Creator, and fupremc 
Governor of the World, having made Man, 
gave Him a Law ; with a Penalty annexed, 
in Cafe of Difobedience.— This facred Law 
our Fore-father Adam prefumptuoufly broke ; 
and We, his Pofterity, were tnvohed in faia 
Guilt. Or, (hould that Point be controverted. 
We have undeniably made, by many peribnal 
Tranfgreffions, bis Apoftacy our ow;x.^— Infi>- 
much, that all have fmned; have forfeited 
their Happinefs, aiid rendered themfelves ob- 
noxious to Puniihment. 

Man being thus ruined, none could recover 
Him, except his injured Maker. But (hall He 
be recovered, (hall He be reftored, without 
fuffering the Punifhment, due to his Crime, 
and threatened by his Creator ? — What then 
win become of the Jujlice of the divine Law- 
giver? And how fhaU the Honour of his holy 

Law 
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Law be maintained ? At this rate, who would 
reverence its Authority, or fear to violate its 
Precepts? — Smners might be emboldened to 
multiply their Tranfgreffions ; and tempted to 
think, that the GOD of immaculate Holinefs, 
the GOD of unchangeable Veracity, is altoge-- 
therfucb an One as tbemfelves *. 

Does it not appear needful, thzt fome Expe- 
dient be devifed, in order to prevent tliefe dif- 
honourable and horrid Confequences ? 

^her. Proceed to inforni Us^ what the Ex- 
pedient is. 

. jifp. To afcertain the Dignity of the fupremc 
Adminiftration, yet refcue Mankind from utter 
Deflxuftion, this admirable Purpofe was form- 
ed, and in the Fulnefs of Time executed. The 
fecond Perfon of the ever-bleffed TRINITY 
unites the human Nature to the Divine; 
fiibmits Himfelf to the Obligfitions of his Peo- 
ple; and becomes refponjible for all. their Guilt. 
In this Capacity, He performs a perfeft Obe- 
dience, and undergoes the Sentence of Death : 
makes a full Expiation of their Sins, and re- 
eftablifhes their Title to Life. — By which 
means, the Law is fatisfied \ Juftice is magni- 
fied; and the richeft Grace exercifed. Man 

enjoys 

* This wa« aflually the Cafe, as We are informed by the 
Searcher of Hearts, when, on a particular Occafion, Punifti- 
ment was only retarded. How much more would fuch im- 
pious Opinions have prevailed, if, on this grand A£b of Dif-^. 
obedienccj Funiibment had been intirely /^r^fT^^ Pfal« U 
21. 
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enjoys a great Salvation^ not to the Difcredit of 
any^ but to the unfpeakable Glory of all^ the 
<livine Attributes. 

This is what We mean by CHRIS't's Satis- 
faftion. And this, I fhould imagine, wants no 
Recommendation . to our unprejudiced Reafon ; 
as, I am fure, it is moft delightfully accommo- 
dated to our dijireffed Condition. — It is alfo con- 
firmed by many exprefs Paffages of Scripture, 
and illuftrated by a Variety of veiy fignificant 
Images. 

^ber. Pray, let me be favoured with fome of 
your fcriptural Images, — After which. We 
Hiay inquire, whether your Dodrine will ftand 
the Teft of Reafon. 

j4Jp. What is your Notion of a Ranfom? 
When Priam redeemed the dead Body of Hec^ 
tor from the viflorious Achilles^ how was it 
done ? 

I'her. By paying a Price*. — ^Thus Fabius 
recovered the Captives, that were taken by 
Hannibal. He tranfmitted the Sum required, 
and they were difcharged from their Confine- 
ment. 

Afp. Such is the Redemption, procured for 
Sinners by our LORD JESUS CHRISt. Of 
fuch a Nature, (though incomparably more 

grai.d 

an infimtely rich Price. * Hyperbolical this, as applied by Ho* 
mr : Jirialj trucy when referred toCHRIST. 

Vol. I. G 
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grand and auguft in all its Circumflances) and 
cxprefled by the very fame Word *. The Son 
of Man came^ not to be minijiered unto^ but to mi^ 
nifier ; and to give bis Life a Ranfom for Many. 

CHRIST* alfo paid a Price a real Price 

—a moG: fatisfaiiory Price, In Confideration 
of which, our Freedom from evfery penal Evil 
is granted. Te are redeemed 'fy (ays the Apoftle, 
not with corruptible TtbingSy Si her and Gold, but 

with the precious Blood of CHRISl'. Let me 

add one Text more ; which, in the fame Style 
of commutative Juftice, aflerts the fame Truth. 
CHRISt has redeemed UsX, hath brought Us 

off, from the Curfe of the Law. Yes, my 

Friend, 

the 

* AuTf oy, awoXuTf o«, are ufed in this precife Signiiicatioirt 
by the moft approved Authors of Greece, — AvcirjjtAi^i t« 
Aurf A TM AvfiCa, 7^ r2K atx/^ftXctfTv^ aircXa(c, fays Plutarch. 
O VI©* nr avGf W7r« tjXGc i\iv»i r^y \|/u;^uir auT» Aurj •» aw* 
iroAAcuv, fays our blefTed Saviour, Matt.xx. 28. — AvrcXuT^tfo-c 
raAavrieov fwca, is the Language of Demofibenes. £v « iXo/e*(v 
mi aTToXuTf «0*iv ^la r« af/btar^ auty, are the Words of St. 
Paul, £ph. i. 7. — To eftablijh this important Point, and to 
familiarize the comfortable Idea to our Minds, the facred 
Writers abound in this Phrafeology: See Luke i. 68. ii* 38. 
xxiv, 21. — Rom.m. 34. — Tit. ii. 24. — Heb. ix. 12. 

+ I Pet. i. .18. We have an equivalent Expreffion, ufed in 
fUtktfami Signification, by one of the corrcfleft Writers in 
the World ; 

Et Fratrem Pollux alterna Morte redemit. Virg, 



X Gal. iii. 13. Eg»jj/ofa<rf»— We are faid to be 
X Cor. vi. 20. Not in a metaphorical Senfe, but really and 
properly. For, here die VnQti&mnitioaedi and by St« Petit 
the Price Uffedfied^ i Pet. u 281 29. 
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The Ranfom was paid down. The Fund of 

Heaifny 
Heaven's inexhaufiible exhaufied Fundy 
Amazing and amazd^ pourdfofth the Price^ 
All Price beyond. Though curious to compute 
Arch'Angeb faiN to cap the mighty Sum *. 

Ther. Hold a little, good Afpafio. Confider 
the Confequence of what You maintain. If 
there was a Ranfom in the Cafe, to Whom was 
it paid ? — The Devil had led Sinners captive. 
They ai'e faid to be the Slaves of Satan. And 
fhall the bleffed JESUS pay his Life to that 

accurfed Fiend ? Shocking to imagine ! Yet, 

(hocking as it is, it muft follow from your 
own, and your Poet's Aflertion. 

A^. You mifepprehend the Cafe, Theron. 
The Ranfom was paid to GDD. Thou hajl re^ 
deemed Us to GODf , is the Confeffion of the 

Saints in Light. Satisfa6lion was made to 

the divine Law^ and to the divine Jujiice. The 
one of which was offended ; the other violated 5 
and both concurred to denounce the Tranf- 
greflbr*s Doom. — Of which Doom Satan was 
only the deftined Executioner. Whofc Ma- 
lignity, and implacable Rage, GOD is pleafed 
to make the Inftrument of inflifting his Ven- 
geance. As He formerly ufed the idolatrous 
Kings oi A/fyria and Babylon^ to chaftife the 
difbbedient Ifraelites. 

When 
♦ Nighi-Thoughtsy N^. IV. t J^- ▼• 6. 

G 2 
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When We ivere without St?rngth*y utterly 

ruined, yet abfolutely helplefs -when None, 

in Heaven or Earth, could afford Us any Suc- 
cour— /)&^;z our LORD JESUS CHRIST' moft 
gracioufly and moft feafonably interpofed. He 
faidj as it is very emphatically reprefented by 
Elihu ', Deliver them from going down into the 
Pit ; / have found a Ranfom -f. He did, what 
is very beautifully defcribed by our Englift^ 
Clajfic^ 

' So Many as is mojljujl^ 

Shall fatisfy for Man, bejudgd, and die ; 

jind dying rife^ and rifing with Him raife 

His Brethren^ ranfom'd with his own dear 
Lifet. 

TT)er. But pray, do not You allow, that 
CHR IS T is truly and properly GOD? 

ji^. We not only allow it, but We infift 
upon it, and make our Boaft of it. This is 
the very Foundation of his Merit, and the 
Support of our Hope. 

T'her. This may aggrandize the Merit of 
CHRIST, but it will increafe the Difficulty of 
your Tafk. For, according to this Opinion, 
CHRIST^ muft make Satisfadion to Himfelf 
And is not this a Praflice quite unprecedent- 
ed ? A Notion perfeftly abfurd ? 

Jfp. 
* Ram. V. 9. t Job rxxxv, 24. 

■X Mibm, 6. lU. 294. 
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Afp. It is quite unprecedented, You fay. • 

On this Point, I fhall not vehemently con- 
tend. Only let me mention one Inftance. Z^- 
leucus. You know, the Prince of the Locriansy 
made a Decree, That whoever was convi6led 
of Adultery, fhould be punifhed with the Lofs 
of both his Eyes. Soon after this Eftablifli- 
ment, the Legillator's own Son was apprehend- 
ed in the very Faft, and brought to a public 

Tryal. How could the Father acquit Him- 

felf, in fo tender and delicate a Conjundlure ? 
Should He execute the Law, in all its Ri- 
gour } This would be worfe than Death to the 
unhappy Youth. Should He pardon fo no- 
torious a Delinquent ? This would defeat the 

Defign of his falutary Inftitution. To avoid 

both thefe Inconveniencies, He ordered one of 
his own Eyes to be pulled out, and one of his 
Son's. By which means, the Rights of Juflice 
were preferved inviolate ^ yet the Tendernefs 
of a Parent was remarkably indulged. And 
may Wc not venture to fay, That, in this 
Cafe, Zaleucus both received and made the Sa- 
tisfaftion ? — received it, as a Magiftrate 5 even 
while He made it, as a Father. 

Tber. I cannot fee, how this Suffering of 
the Father was, in any Degree, fatisfaSlory to 
the Law : fmce the Father and the Son could 
not be confidered, as one and thtfame Perfo^i. 
It may pafs for an extraordinary Inftance of 
G 3 parental 
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parental Indulgence. It may ftrike the bene- 
volent and companionate Hearer. But, if 
tried at the Bar of Equity and Reafon, it will 
hardly be admitted as any legal Satisfadlion : 
it will probably be condemned, as a Breach of 
Nature's firft and fundamental Law, Self-Pre- 
fervation. 

Afp. What You obferve, Theron^ I muft con- 
fefs, has Weight. It will oblige me to give 

up my Illuftration. Never thelefs, what You 

urge againft the Propriety of the Comparifon, 
tends to eftablifh the Certahity of the Dodtrine. 
For, CHRIST and his People are aftually con- 
fidered, as one and the fame Perfon. They 
are one myftical Body : He the Head, they the 
Members : fo intimately united to Him, that 
they are Bone of his Bone, andFleJh of his Flejh *. 
——By virtue of which Union, their Sins were 
punifhed in Him ; and by his Stripes they are 
healed -fi they obtain Impunity and Life. 

Though there may be nothing in the Pro- 
cedure of Men, which bears any Refemblance 
to this Miracle of heavenly Goodnefs s it re- 
ceives a fufficient Confirmation from the Lan- 
guage of Scripture. He, who wrote as an 
Amanuenfis to the unerring SPIRIT, has de- 
clared; That GOD was in CHRIST, reconcile 
ing the World — unto Whom ? Unto fome third 
Party ? No ; but reconciling it, by the Peath 

and 

♦ Eph. V. 30. t Jfoi' li". 5* 
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and Obedience of CHRIST, unto HimfelfK 
And I can very readily grant, that this divine 
Exertion of Benignity and Wifdom, fhould be 
without a Precedent , and without a Parallel-^. 
Difficulties, I own, may attend the Explica- 
tion of this Article, or be interwoven with its 

Confequences- At the fame Time I muft 

affirm. That our Apprehenfions of heavenly 
Things are fo obfcure, and our Ideas of the di- 
vine Benevolence fo fcanty, that We may very 
poffibly miftake; and fancy that to be abfurd, 
which is only great, wonderful, and incora- 
prehenfible J. — Nor fhall I be thought pre- 
fumptuous in sfdding ; That it will be impof. 
fible, for all the Sagacity in the World, to 

prove 

♦ 2 Cor. V. 19. CoL i. 20. 

t Fancy ^ in the Pcrfon of Horace, faid of JupiUr and his 
fabulous Exploits, 

Cut nihil vigetjimile aut fecundum. 
Much more will Reafon, in the Charader of a Believer, fay 
tjic fame of JEHOVAH and his marvelous Grace. 

X Its unparalleled, nay, its incomprehenjible Nature, is no 
ObjeSion to its Truth and Reality. This is rather a Cir- 
cumftance, which pcrfe£Uy agrees with the Teftimony of the 
infpired Writers ', and affords, in my Opinion, an unan- 
fwerable Argument for the divine Origin of Chriftianity. 

// agrees with the Teftimony of the injpired Writers ; who 
call it, not only GOD's IVifdom, by Way of fuperemincnt 
Diftin^tion, but his Wifdom in a Myftery, even his hidden 
Wifdom : which could not pof&bly have been conceived by 
any finite Mind, however enlarged orfagacious. — Is an Ar* 
gumentfor the divim Origin of Chriftianity. Since it was in- 
finitely too deep for the Contrivance of Men, and abfolutely 
undifcoverable by the Penetration of Angels -, how could it be 
known, but by Manifefiation from above? JVhenct CQ^Mlx 
Uke its Rife, but firom an efpecial Revelation i 

G4 
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prove this Doftrine an Abfiirdityy though it 
fhould ever remain ari inexplicable Myftery. — 
How many Phenomena in the Conftitution of 
external Nature, are confeffedly myfterious and 
inexphcable ! They challenge, they command 
our AHent ; yet baffie all our Refearches, and 
defy our utmoft Penetration. If then We find 
this Truth, fully and inconteftably revealed 
in the Bible, We muft renounce the Philofo- 
pher, before We can confifiently a£l the Sceptic. 

T^her. Let Us fee then. Whether it be fo ful- 
ly and inconteftably revealed in the Bible. 

You have given me, as yet, but otie of your 
fcriptural Images. 

Afp. I have another at your Service.— 
CHRISTT is called an High-Prieji. What do 
You take to be the Nature of the Prieftly Of- 
fice? 

T'her. The Bufinefs of the Prieft was, I ap- 
prehend. To offer Sacrifices^ and to make In-- 
tercejign for the People. 

Afp. Very true: and CHRIST' could not, 
with any Propriety, receive this Apellation, 
if He had been defeflive in performing either 
of the facerdotal Funftions. — Now, that he 
offered no fuch Vidim as flain Beafts, is uni- 
verfally acknowledged. We might prefume 
therefore, even though We had not the Au- 
thority of an Apoftle to affure Us, That He 

offered 
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offered HIMS E LF, through the eternal SPIRIT, 
foGOD*. 

TheCrofs, fhall I fayf ? Rather his di- 
vine Nature was the ^Itar. His Soul and 
Body, each immaculately pure, were the Holo- 
cauft. Thefe He refigned j the one, to deadly 
Wounds; the other, to inexprefiible Anguifh; 
and both, to be inftead of all whole Burnt'-Offer'^ 
ings. — On this invaluable Oblation, his Inter- 
ceflion at the Right-hand of his FATHER 
is founded : from this it derives that prevail- 
ing Efficacy, which is the Security of Yixsjland-- 
ingy and the Recoveiy of his fallen Difciples. 

Give me Leave to afk farther ; What is your 
Idea of a Sacrifice ? When Ipbigenia was flain 
at the Altar, What was the Import of that 
memorable Adion ? 

Ther. It was intended, if We may credit 
Virgirs Account Xy to appeafe the Indignation 
of the fuperior Powers ; and to obtain a/^ro- 

pitious 

♦ Heb. ix. 14. 

t The Crofs is, by fonic Authors, ftyled The Altar » 
But, I think, improperly. This Notion feems to have 
fprung from, or given rife to, the Popijh Praftice of ido- 
lizing the Crucifix: At lead, it countenances fuch a Kind 
of foppifli or facrilegious Devotion, more than a Proteftant 
Writer could wifli.— It was the Property of the Altar, to 
fan£fify the Gifi. This therefore, when referred to our 
LOkD's Sacrifice, is a far more exalted Office, than We 
dare afcribe to the Inftrument of his Suffering. This muft 
be the Honour and Prerogative of his divine Nature^ which 
did indeed fandify the great Oblation : gave it a Dignity, a 
Merit, an Efficacv, unfpeakable and everla(Hng. 
X Sanguine flacafti Vftitos^ if Firgine cof/a. 
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pitiom Gale for the wind-bound Fleet, and 
confederate Forces of Greece. But, I hope> 
You would not make tliat folemn Butchery of 
the royal Virgin, a Pattern for the fupreme 
Goodncfs ; nor the Pra6tice of grofs Idolaters, 
a Model for the Religion of the holy JESUS. 

Afp. By no means, Theron. Only I would 
obferve — That the Cuftom of offering Sacri- 
fices obtained, among the moft cultivated Na- 
tions of the Heathen World — That thefe Sa- 
crifices were frequently of the vicarious * Kind ;. 

in 

* Seneca (ays, alluding to the Cuftom of Sacrifices, and 
the prevailing Opinion concerning them ; Fuerim tantum 
nunquam amplius dolitura Domus Piamentum, — What we are 
to underftand by Piamentumy our Author himfelf explains, 
in the preceding Claufe ; ^uicquid Matri dolendum fuerity 
in me tranfterit ; quicquid Avia^ in me. To which his judi- 
cious Commentator Lipftusy from an extcnlive Knowledge of 
Antiquity, adds s %ai»PiMxJive piacularis Vi^iima. Sen. ad 
Helv. 

The fame Writer, in the fame confolatorv Epiftlc, has ano- 
ther Sentence, ftill more to our Purpofe ; tfohilttatur omnium 
Carmnibusy qua fe pro Conjuge vicariam dedit. — Juvenal^ 
faking of this very FaS, expreffes Himfelf in very remark- 
able Language. Such as fhews Us, with the utmoft Clear- 
nefs and rrecijiouy what the Antients meant, when they af- 
firmed of a fufFering or dying Perfon, That He gave Him" 
f elf for Another : 

SpeSfat fubeuntem Fata Mariti 
AlaJHm^ i^ fsnulis fi^exmxxWiio ditur. Sat. VI. 

There is a Paflage in Livyy which moft of all deferves 
our Notice. As it feems to imply a popular Belief of the 
Dignity, the more than human Digni^, of the Sacrifice 
which was neceflarv to appeafe the Wrath of Heaven. It 
relates to Decius^ devoting Himfelf for the public Good ; 
Confpe&us ah utraque Aaey aliquanto auguftior humano 
Vifu, fKUti Cceh nuffus^ Piaculum amms. t>t9rum Ira. 

Lib. Vm. c. 9. 
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in which the Viftim was fubftituted, inftead 
of the OflFerer ; and the One being cut off, 
the Other was difcharged from Pimiftiment*^ 
Confequently, that the Clajjic Authors would 
(in cafe there was any Need of fuch Auxilia- 
ries) join with the facred Writers, to declare 
the Expediency^ and explain the Nature of Sa- 
crifices. — This alfo You will permit me to add. 
That, if the Heathens talk fenfibly on any 
Part of religious Worftiip, it is on the Subje^ 
of Sacrifices. Their Sentiments concerning 
expiatory Oblations, feem to be iht faint and 
difiant Echo of Revelation. And I have ufu- 
ally confidered them, not as the Inftitutions 
of mere Reafbn, but as the Remains of fome 
broken Tradition. 

However, the trueft and moft authentic 
Signification of a Sacrifice, is to be learned 
from the Jewifli Ritual, explained by the GoC- 
pel Comment. Do You remember the Mofaic 
Account of that Ordinance ? 

T'her. You are much better acquainted, ^ 
pafioy with thofe facred jintiquities ; and can 
give the moft fatisfaftory Information, with 
regard to this Particular. Only let me re- 
mind You, That Alms are ftyled Offerings 1 
and Praifes, both in the prophetical and evan- 
gelical Writings, come under the Denomina- 
tion of Sacrifices. 
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Afp. Though Praifes and Alms are ftyled 
Sacrifices, they are not of the propitiatory ^ but 
eucbarijiic Kind. They are never faid to ex^ 
piate Tranfgreffions, only are reprefented as 
acceptable to GOD through JESUS CHRIS'T; 
that divinely precious Vi6lim, whofe Merits 
both cancel our Guilt, and commend our Ser- 
vices ! According to 

^her. Stay a Moment, Afpajio. Let me 

recoiled myfelf. This may be the Meaning 

of Sacrifices, as ordained by Mofesy and fo- 
lemnized among the Jews. — " Sacrifices were 
" a fymbolical Addrefs to GOD; intended to 
" exprefs before Hinj the Devotion^ AfFec- 
" tions, Difpofitions, and Defires of the Heart 
" by fignificative and emblematicalA6lions." — 
Or thus ; " The Prieft made Atonement for 
" Sin, by facrificing a Bead, only as that was 
" a Sign and Teftimony of the Sacrificer's 
'^ pure and upright Heait." 

Afp. Sacrifices, I acknowledge, were a fym- 
bolical Addrefs to GOD. ^But would You 

confine their Efficacy, only to the Death of 
the Animal, and the Purity of the Offerer ?. 
No, T^heron : they always had a Reference to 

the great Sacrifice ordained in the eternal 

Counfels of JEHOViiVH ^prepared, when 

the co-eternal SON was made Flefti— offer-L 
ed, when the bleffed JESUS furrendered Him- 
felf, to be led as a Lamb to the Slaughter. — 

They 
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They were fo far from being independent on 
this divine Oblation, that they adled in perpe^ 
/r^tf/ Subferviency to it, and derived i?// their 
Virtue from it. They were the Shadow, but 
the Body was CHRIST. 

They exprefed^ You fay, the Devotion^ Affec-- 
tionSy DifpoJitionSy and Dejires of the Heart. 
But I rather think, they exprefled the Guilt 

and the Faith of the Offerer. His Guilt ; 

for this feems to be intimated, by the very 
Names of the propitiatoiy Sacrifices. The 
Sin and the Sacrifice, the offending Action and 
the expiatory Rite, being fignified by one and 
the fame Word*. It is fomewhat more than 
intimated, by the Occajion of the Offerings and 
the State of the Offerer. Since it was only 
on account of Guilt contra6led, that piacular 
Oblations were made \ and only from a guilty 
Perfon, that they were required. — His Faith \ 
or firm Belief, that ceremonial Guilt, which 
fliut Him out from the Communion of the 
vifible Church, and fubjefted Him to the In- 
fliftion of temporal Judgments, was removed 
by thefe\ but that moral Guilt, which defiles 
the Soul, and excludes from Heaven, fhould 
be purged by fome better Sacrifice than thefe\. 

In 

* nKtDTl denotes a S/«, and Sin-Offering. Lcvit. iv. 3, 24. 
taC^K fignifies the Trefpafsy and the Trefpafs-Offering. Lc- 
vit. V. 15, 19. 

t ThtyfanHiJiid to the purifying of the FUJI) ^ Heb. ix. 1 3. 
B«/ could n$t make Him that did the Servici ptrfe^f^ as per ^ 
taimng to the Confcience* Heb. ix. 9. 
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In the Excrcife of this Faith, Abel offered up 
a more acceptable Sacrifice than Cain*, and 
without this Faith, exercifed in fome Degree, 
it is impoffiblc to pleafe GOD. 

If Sacrifices were intended to befpeak Inte^ 
grity of Hearty methinks, the State of Inno^ 
eeney had been the propercft Period, for their 
faflituf^on and Oblation. But We never hear 
of this awful Ceremony, till Man is fallen, 

aftd Sin committed. If intended to denote 

Furity of Hearty why fhould they be particu- 
fcrly injoined on that folemn Day, when Con- 
feflion was made of all the Sins *, of the whole 
Congregation ? An oddly concerted Device this ! 
In which the Tongue muft contradi61:, what 

ifte Ceremony would recognize. Or, how 

eould it be proper, after the Violation of fome 
Law, or the Negle^ of fome Ordinance, im- 
fiiediately to go and offer a Sacrifice ? What 
would be the Language of fuch a PradKce ? 
** I have done wickedly, but my Heart is pure 
** and upright.'* Is this confiftent with the Spi- 
rit of Humility, of Modefty, or of common 
Ingenuity ? Is this the Way of giving Glory 
to GOD, or of taking Shame to ourfelves ? — • 
Whereas, let the Sacrifice be a typical Expia- 
tion, and this is the Significancy of the Ac- 
tion. "LORD, I confefs myfelf guilty. 
** Punifhment and Death arc my Due. Let 

« them 

• Livit. xvi. 21. 
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« them fall, I befeech Thee, on my VtSiim ** 
" That thy Juftice being glorified, and thy 
" Law fatisfied, thy Mercy may be honourably 
" difplayed in my Forgivenefs/' 

Befides, T^beron ; What Likenefsy what Agree-- 
' ment is there, between the Profefficn of Inte- 
grity, and an Animal mortally wounded; 
wallowing in its own Blood ; and ftniggling 
in the Agonies of Death? ^Whereas, be- 
tween thefe dyitig Pangs, and the Punifhment 
due to Sin, or the Sorrows fufiained by the 
crucified SAVIOUR, there is an apparent y a 
ftrikingi and, in various Rcfpe6b, an edifying 
Refemblattce. 

T}>er. They decided, perhaps, the Sacfi- 
ficer's Readinefs and Refolution, to flay the 
Brute in Himfelf, and to lay down his Life in 
Adherence to GOD. 

AJp. I don't remember any Aflertion of this 
Kind in the Bible, or any Hint to countenance 
fuch an Interpretation. It ieems, in fome 
Ca(es, to be incompatible with the very Nature 
of Things, and contrary to the exprefs Decla- 
rations of Scripture. Doves^ You know, 

Lambsy and Sheep were offered in Sacrifice. 
But fhall We flay the Lamb, the Dove, the 
Sheep in Oudelves ? So far from it, that 

CHRISTs 

• What fays, that Prodigr of oriental Learning, Bocbart f 
Hoc eoditn Ritu Iram Dii Peecator deprecabtOurj eamque im* 
mitti pit^at in iliim VifUma Caputs quamfuo Loco tonebat. 
Hicroaoic. Vol. I. Lib. II. c 54^ 
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CHRISTs Difciples are either defcribed by 
thefe Creatures, or commanded to imitate 
their Properties. Be ye harmlefs as Doves *• 
Peter, feed my Lambs -f-. My Sheep^ hear my 
Voice J. 

Suppofing, however, that this might be a 
fubordinate Defign, or a valuable Improve- 
ment of the facrificial Ads ; yet their primary 
Intention, and ultimate End, were widely diffe- 
rent : were much more fignificant of the di- 
vine Companions, and much better adapted 

to the Comfort of Mankind. They were 

An <iwful Indication^ that Death was the Wages 
of Sin : At the fame Time, a chearing Deda-^ 
ration^ that GOD was pleafed to accept the 
Death of the Animal, inftead of the Sinner's : 
a figurative Reprefentation || alfo of that illu- 
ftrious Person, who was to bear the Sin of 
manyy and pour out his Soul for ^ranfgreffors. 

T'ber. Since Sacrifices were of a religious 
Nature, they fhould not only be inflruftive 
and beneficial in their Tendency 5 but have 
their due EffeSts^ with regard to GOD, to Sin, 
and to the Perfon who brought them. 

-#. 

* Matt.x, 16. t JohnxKU,i$. Xj$hnx. 27. 
g What fays Milton upon this Subjcd of Sacrifices, and 
with reference to their principal Defign ? He calls them 

— — •— — Religious Rites 

Of Sacrifice j informing Men by Types 
And Shadows^ of that dejiin'd Seed to hruifi 
The Serpent^ by what means Hejball atch'ieve 
Mankind^ $ DeHverancf. B. XII. 23 !• 
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Afp. They had their Effedls ivith regard to 
GOD; that his Juftice might be magnified, 
and his Anger appcafcd — to Si?i ; that its De- 
merit might be difplayed, yet its Guilt be done 
away — to the Per/on who brought thtm\ that he 
might obtain Pardon, be exempted from Pu- 
nifhment, and exercife his Faith on the LORD 
JESUS CHRIST^ 

T'her. There are fo many Sorts of Sacrifice, 
appointed in the Jewijh Rubric, that I am at 
a lofs for a diJiinSi Idea j unlefs fome one be 
fingled out, and feparately confidered. 

jifp. Among all the Sacrifices inftituted by 
Mofesy none more circumftantially typified the 
blefled JESXJSy or more appofitely exprefled 
the Benefits olP'Ms Oblation, than the Pafchal 
Lamby and tlie Sin^Offering. 

An Expofitor, who cannot be raiftaken, has 
given Us this Interpretation of the Pafchal 
Lamb; CHRIST* our Pajfover is facrijiced for 
Us *. Declaring hereby — That CHRIST is 

a 

♦ I Cor, V. 7. Would any One venture to fay ? Paul our 
fajjiruer is facrijiced for Us, Yet this, I think, may be^ or 
rather is in efFeft faid, by the Account which fome Perfons 
give of CHRISVs Satisfaaion.— The very Thought of 
ftich a blafphemous Abfurdity, is too painful and offcnfwe for 
tbc ferious Chriftian to dwell upon. I would therefore divert 
his Attention to a more pleafmg Obje£l. Let Him obferye 
the cxquifitc Skill, which, here and every where, condutb 
the Zeal of the infpircd Writer.— The Odes of Pindtr are 
celebrated for their ftrn Tranfitions 5 which, ihouj^h bold 

Vol. I. H and 
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a real Sacrifice ^That He was prefigured^ in 

this Capacity, by the Pafchal Lamb — —That 
the CircumfianceSy which diftinguiflied it, met 
in Him ; and the Advantages y which refulted 
from it, were procured by Him : tbofe^ in their 
trueft Import ; thefe^ in their largeft Extent. — 
The Words of the Apoftle fpeak this Senfe, 
to the plaincft fimpleft Reader. Whereas, to 
extort any other Signification from them, what 
Subtilty of Wit, and what Refinement, or 
rather Violence of Criticifm, muft be ufed ! 

The Pafchal Lamb was without Blemijh. 
Such was the Lamb of GOD : free from all 
Taint of original Sin, and from every Spot 
of adlual Tranfgreflion. — A Lamb of the firjl 
Teary m all the Sprightlinefs and Floridity of 
Youth. CHRIST alfo laid down his Life, 
not when worn with Age, and fcarce worth 
the keeping; but in the very Prime of his 
Days \ amidft all the Bloom and Vigour of 
Manhood. — The Lamb was to be flain in fuch 
a Manner, as might occafion the moft copious 
Effujion of its Blood. And was not this veiT 
exaaiy fulfiUed in our fuffering SAVIOUR> 

His 

and furprifing, are perfeftly natural. We have, in this 
Place, a very mafterly Stroke of the fame beautiful Kind. 
The Apoftle, fpeaking of the incefiuous Criminal, pafTes, by 
a moft artful Digreffion, to his darling Topic, a crucified 
SAVIOUR. Who would have expefted it, on fuch an Oc- 
cafion i Yet, when thus admitted, who does not fee and 
admire, both the Propriety of the Subjcft, and the Delicacy 
of its Introduction ? 
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His Blood flowed out, in vaft Abundance, by 
the amazing Sweat in the Garden ; by the 
rending Lafhes of the Scourge ; by the lacerat- 
ing Points of the Thorns ; by the dreadful Nails ^ 
which cleft his Hands and his Feet ; by the 
deadly Spear y which ripped open his Side, and 
cut its Way to his Heart. — Though the Blood 
was to be fo liberally fpilt, a Bone of the Lamb 
was not to be broken. And You cannot but rc- 
colleft. You cannot but admire, the wonder- 
ful Interpofition of Providence, to accomplifh 
this emblematical PrediSlion. When the Sol- 
diers had received a Command, to break the 
Legs of the three crucified Perfons; when 
they had aftually broke the Legs of each 
Malefaftor, that hung on the right Side of 
our LORD and on the left; their Minds 
were over-ruled (by a divine Influence, no 
doubt) to fpare the bleflTed 7E5C/5, and to 
leave all his Bones unhurt ^ untouched. 

The Lamb was to be killed btfore the whole 
AJ[fembly\ in the Prefence, either of the whole 
Congregation of IfraeU or elfe of that parti- 
cular Society, which concurred in eating the 
Flefh. And did not the whole Multitude of 
the "Jews confpire againft our REDEEMER, 
to put Him to Death ? Did they not all cry 
out, as with one Voice ? Crucify Him ! Crucify 
Him I Was He not executed, at one of their 
grand Fcftivals, and in the Sight of the whole 
H 2 afcmblcd 
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ajfembled Nation ? — The Blood was not to be 
poured heedlefly upon the Ground, but re- 
ceived carefully into a Bafon ; and fprinkled^ 
>vith the utmoft Pun6luality, upon the Door^ 
Pojis. In like Manner, the Blood of the hea- 
venly Lamb, is not to be trampled under Foot, 
by a contemptuous Difregard. It is the Trea- 
fure of the Church, and the Medicine of Life. 
To be received therefore by an humble Faith, 

and devoutly applied to our Confcienccs. 

The Sprinkling of that Blood fcciired every 
Ifraelitijh Family, from th^ dejlroying AngeP^ 
Sword. So, the Merits of the flaughtercd 
SAVIOUR * fcreen every believing Sinner, 
from the Stroke of offended Juftice, and from 
the Pains of eternal Death. What muft have 
become of the Ifraelite^ who, trufting to the 
Uprightnefs of his Heart, Ihould negle6l to 
make ufe of this divinely appointed Safeguard ? 

He 

♦ Both St. Peter and St. P^tt/fpeak of The Blood of Sprink- 
iing. I Pet. i. 2. Hcb. xii. 24. Intimating, by this remark- 
able Form of Speech, that the Death of CHRIST wiW be of 
no Advantage to the Sinner, unlefs it be applied to his Heart. 
As the Blood of the Pafchal Lamb was no ProteiStion to an 
Ifraelitey till it had tinged the Pofts of his Doox.—lfaiah^ 
ufing the fame Phrafe, and alluding to the fame Cuftom, 
fays of our hOKT> JESUS CHRIST, He /hall fp: inkle 
many Nations, lii. 15. Not only initiate them into his 
Church by Baptifm ; but alfo, by the Application of his 
Blood, fhall clean/e them from their Guilt, and delivn- them 
from the ff^rath to come.— If We admit the generally re- 
ceived Doftrine, this Metaphor is clear and eafy : if' We 
rejeft the Dofirine of real Atonement, the Language is ob- 
fcurc, the Scnfe embarrafled, hardly if at all imclligible. 
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He muft inevitably have been puniflied wit^i 
the Death of his Firft-born. Equally cer- 
tain, but infinitely more dreadful, will be bis 
Condemnation ; vi^ho, before the omnifcient 
Judge, (hall prefume to plead his own Inte- 
grity, or confide in his own Repentance, and 
I'ejecl the Atonement of the dying JESUS. 

Ther. Now, if You pleafe, for the Sin-Of- 
fering"^. Which fecms to have been the moft 
eminent Sacrifice of them all. 

AJp. It was the moft comprebenjive ; becaufe, 
it fhadowed forth not only the Death of 
CHRIST, but his Refurre6lion from the 

Dead, and his Afcenfion into Heaven. ^As 

the various Adlions of fome illuftrious Per- 
fpnage, which cannot be exhibited by the 
I^ainter in a finglc Draught, are difplayed in 
fever al Compartments ; yet all conftitute one and 
the fame grand bijlorical PiSlure. So, thefe 
glorious Events, which could not poflTibly be 
typified by 2Li\y Jingle Animal, were reprefented 
by two Kids of tbe Goats : which neverthelefs 
were reputed, but as one -f Offering. 

Thefe 

* For the Circumihuices relating to the Sin-Offeringj the 
Reader tvill confult Leviu xvi. — tor thofe which concern 
the Pafchal Lamb, He will have recourfe to Exod, xii. 

. t How runs the divine Command ? He (the High-Prieft) 
Jhall take of the Congregation two Kids of the Goats for a Sin- 
Offering. Levit. xvi. 5. Are not thefe two Kids ftyled, in 
the fngular Number and colUSfive Senfe, an Offering f^* 
ThatWc might not miftake, GOD ii plcafcd to add; 

H 3 iW 
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Thefe Goats were brought to the Door of 
the Tabernacle, and there prefented before the 
LORD. CHRIST alfo prefented Himfelf 
before GOD, when He went up to Jerufaleni, 
that all Things written by the Prophets concerning 

Him might be accomplijloed *. The Goat, on 

which /i6^ L O R D V Lot felly was devoted to 
Death. CHR 1ST alfo being delivered by the 
determinate Counfel andFore-knowledge ^GOD-f-, 
was crucified and flain. — The Body was burnt 
without the Camp. Which pointed at the very 
Place, and pictured out the very Nature, of 

our 

And one Ram for a Burnt -Offering, Here He names one^ 
to prevent a Mifapprehenfion of his Meaning, when He 
had before faid /w^. — That We might be flill morcTecure 
from all Mifconception, and regard this Goat as joined in 
the fame Offering with the other ; the LORD, contrary 
to his own Rule in all other Cafes, orders the High-Prien: 
to lay his Hands upon the Head of the Scape-Goat^ not up- 
on the Head of the Goat devoted to Death. He divides the 
neceflary Cirgumftances of a Sacrifice between them i?oth. 
To intimate, in the cleareft Manner, that neither the One 
nor the Other feparate^ but both taken together^ were the 
one facrificial Oblation, appointed for this diftinguifhcd 
Solemnity. 

If this be true, I think, the Paffage is a pretty confider- 
able Proof, That Atonement was made by fuffering vicarious 
Punlfliment ; notwithftanding what has been urged againll 
it, from the tenth Verfc of the Chapter. — If We require 
human Authority for the Support of this Interpretation, one 
of the greateft human Authorities may be feen in the cele- 
brated JVitftus : Uterque Hircus pertinebat ad unum Sacrif- 
cium fro Peccato^ Hojlia unius loco, Uterque erat Pecus pia^ 
cularisy vicaria Ifraeli Peccatoriy ejufque Peccatum ferem. 
De Occon. Lib. IV. Cap. vi. 

♦ Lukexviiu 31. f ASlsiu 23, 
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our lord's Sufferings. For He fiiffered 
loithout the Gate * : was there expofed to the 
Rage of Men, and the Wrath of GOD; 
under the moll exquifite Pains of Body, and 
the moft infupportable Agonies of Soul. All 
fignificantly typified, by the Flame of a devour- 
ing Fire. Than which nothing is more fierce, 
more penetrating, or more feverely tormenting. 

As the Animal that vjz^ Jlaughteredy fhewed 
forth the REDEEMER dying for our Sins ; 
that which efcapedy prefigured the fame SAVI- 
OUR, rijing again for our Juftijication. ^The 

High-Prieft put his Hands upon the Head of 
the Scape-Goat, and with great Solemnity, 
confejfed the Sins of the whole Congregation. 
The Import of this Ceremony is exprefly de- 
clared in the facred Canon ; The Goat Jhalt 
bear upon Him their Iniquity -f-. It is charmingly 
explained by the Prophet, I'he LORD laid on 
HIM the Iniquity of Us all X 3 and moft de- 
lightfully confirmed by the Apoftle, He Him^ 
felf bore our Sins in his own Body on the Tree \\. 

This done, the Goat was difmifled into a 
Land not inhabited: a Place feparated from 
all Refort of Men : where he was never likely 
to be found anv more. To teach Us, That 

our 

♦ Heb, xiii. 12, 

t It is obfervable, that whereas the Scape-Goat is faid 
to bear K^^J the Sins of Ifracl, Levit. xvi. 22. the very 
fame Phrafe is applied to CHRIST^ Ifai. liii« 12. 

X Jfru liii. 6. I I Pet. ii. 24* 

H4 
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our Offences, having been expiated by the 
bleeding JESUS ^ are intirelydone away; fhall 
never rife up in Judgment againil Us j but, 
according to the Prophecy of Jeremiah^ When 
the Iniquity of Ijrael jhall be fought for^ there 
fhall be no?ie ; and the Sins of JuJahj they fJjall 

not be found*. It is farther enjoined, That 

jiaronfjall C07ifefs all the Iniquities of the Chil- 
dren of Ifrael^ and all their T'ranfgrefJionSj in all 
their Sins. Iniquities^ TranfgrejJionSy Sins^ are 
particularized \ and, to this Group of Expref- 
fions, the Word all is added. To inform Us, 
that the leafl Sins 'need the Atonement of 
CHRISI"s Death; to affure Us, that the 
greatefl Sins are not beyond the Compafs of 
its Efficacy \ and that all Sins, be they ever 
fo heinous, or ever fo numerous, are forgiven 
to the true Believer. 

The High-Prieft carried the Blood of the 
Vi6tim into the fecond Tabernacle, even within 
the Veil So CHRIST entered with his own 
Bloody not into the Holy Places made vy^ith 
Hands, hut into Heaven itfelff. — The Blbbd 
was fprinkled before the Mercy-Seat j fprinkled 
upon the Mercy-Seat; and left in the Holy 
of Holies, that it might always remain 
before the L O R D. And does not CHR IS T 
always appear in the Prefence of G O D 
for Us ? Does He not ever live to make 

Inter- 

♦ Jer. 1. 20. + Heb. ix. 24. 
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Interceflion for Us ? To plead his all-fufficient 
Propitiation in our behalf; that the Benefits 
procured thereby, may be communicated, ra- 
tified, and perpetuated to his People ? 

Ther. Thefe Benefits, Afpafw, are afcribed in 
Scripture, to Repentance and Reformation of 
Life, Qualifications of our own-y not to any 
fuch Caufe as a vicarious Sacrifice ; where the 
Merit muft neceflarily fubfift in another. What 
fays the Apoftle Petery when He had juft re- 
ceived his Inftrudlions from the H'OLY 
GHOST? Repent and be converted, not look 
unto an Atonement, or depend upon a Pro- 
pitiation, that your Sins may be blotted out *. 

Afp. 'Tis true, the Benefits of the new Co- 
venant are promifed to Penitents, as their h(^ 
py Portion ; but never afligned to their Repen- 
tance, as the procuring Caufe. Never to their 
Repentance, but to the Blood of the great 
High-Prieft, called therefore The Blood of the 
everlajiing Covenant -f: being the Condition 
ftipulated in it, required by it, and in Confe- 
quence of which, all its unfpcakable Privileges 
are beftowed. 

Befides j the Qualifications You fuppofe, are 
tiie Gift of Heaven. We are not able to ex- 
ercife, till CHRIST, who is exalted for this^ 
very Purpofe, gives Repentance:};. — A Con- 

vcrfion 

• JSfsm. 19. t Hib. xiii. 20. J J^s v; 31. 
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verfion to GOD, and a Newnefs of Life, are 
not the EfFeft of human Abilities, but the 
Work of the divine SPIRIT, and the Fruit 
of the REDEEMER'S Death.— Indeed, this 
Death is the Purchafe of every heavenly Blcff- 
ing. This opens the Hand, opens the Heart 
of GOD, and all the Stores of his inexhauft- 
ible Bounty. 

^her. You begin to be in Raptures, Afpafio ! 

AJp. Excufe me, Tberon. It is not eafy to 
reprefs the Sallies' of Delight and Devotion, 
when we mufe upon fuch amazing Loving- 
kindnefs, and are touched with a Senfe of fuch 

immenfely rich Benefits. A great High- 

Prieft ! Who is higher than the Heavens * ; yet 
bumbled Himfelf to Death, even the Death of 
the Crofs! Who is confecrated for evermore 'fi 
and pleads all his Merit, improves allYiis Influ- 
ence, for our confummate Felicity ! 

What Heart of Stone but glows at Thoughts like 

Thefe? 
Such Contemplations mount Us ^ and Jhould mount 
The Mindjlill higher ; nor ever glance on Man 
TJnrapturd^ uninflamd %. 

But I check myfelf ; and will either reply 
to your Objedtions, or liften to your Senti- 
ments. Liften as attentively, as You Yourfelf 
attend to the Mufic of that Jhrill-tongued ThruJJo. 

Ther. 
♦ Heb, vii. 26. t Heb, vii. 28. 

X Night-Thoughts, N^ IV. 
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T'her. Its fweetly-modulated Lays, eminent 
even in the Symphony of Spring, have indeed 
attrafted my Ears. But my Mind is difen- 
gaged, and free for your Converfation. 

Afp. I can repeat ?>Song, fweeter far than 
this, or all the Melody of the Wood-land 
Choirs. A Song, that has Harmony enough, 
to make the Brow oi Melancholy wear a Smile, 
or to footh away the Sorrows of Death itfelf. 
Wljojhall lay any "Thing to the Charge of GO Us 
EleSl F It is GOD that jujlijieth 5 ijoho is He that 
condemneth ? It is CHRIST that diedi yea rather^ 
that is rifen again \ ivho is even at the right 
Hand of GOD ; who alfo maketh Inter cejjion for 
l/jr*. — According to my Friend's Principles, 
the Strain of this triumphant Exclamation was 
ill-judged, and fhould have run in the follow- 
ing Manner : " Who Ihall lay any thing to 
" our Charge ? We have endeavoured to pre- 
" ferve a Re£litude of Difpofition, and to per- 
" fift in a laudable Courfe of A6lion. Where- 
" ever We failed. We have been forry for the 
" Fault, and have implored Pardon from the 
« divine MAJESTY. What then fhall dif- 
" may Us ? Or who fliall condemn Us." — Your 
Topics of Confolation would be complete, 
without having Recourfe to the Death of 
CHRIST, as an Atonement for Sin ; or to the 
RefurreSlion of CHRIST, as an Evidence that 

the 

• Ram. viii. 33, 34. 
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the Atonement is accepted ; or to the Intcrcef- 
Jion of CHRIST, as the Caufe of our Inteieft 
in that tranfcendcnt Bleffing. 

T^ber. Since You fo frequently mention, and 
lb carneftly infift upon 'Atonement, I fhould be 
glad to know the precife Signification of the 
Word. I am told, the original Phrafe has no- 
thing to do with the Idea of making Satisfac- 
tion. 

Afp. We may learn the precife Signification of 
Atonement, by confidering The Means ; the 
EffeSt', and the Manner, whereby the Means 
accomplifli the EfFe6l.— The EfFedl of Atone- 
ment, is PardoH'-^Tht Means of obtaining it, 
are the Death of CHRIST^-^ThQ Way or Man- 
ner, whereby the Death of CHRIST becomes 
efficacious for this blcffed Purpofe, is the fove- 
reign Appointment of his Father ; the infinite 
Dignity of his Perfon ; and efpecially the W- 
carious Nature of his Sufferings, or their being 
undergone in the Stead of Sinners. 

The original Word, which We tianflatc 
Atonement, implies, in its primary Acceptation, 
the Notion of Coveri'ng. Thus the Ark was 
covered *, was overlaid with Pitch, within and 
without : that all its Chinks might be feciired, 

againft 

* n*n£)D Thou fhalt befmear, cover, or overlay. Gen. vi. 
14. This is the firft Place, in which our Word occurs. And 
itis fuppofed to give Us the genuine and native Senfe of the 
Phrafe.— Perhaps, the Engli^ ExprefEon cover^ may be de- 
rived from the Participle IfjS copher. 
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againft the infinuating Attempts of the Wa- . 
ter J and all its Timber defended, from the In- 
juries of the liquid Element. — ^When an Ob- 
je6t, in this or any other Manner, is covered 
over for Safety; the Covering receives every 
Shock, and /trains all Damages, that would 
otherwife fall upon the Thing covered. The 
Image, therefore, is very pertinently ufed, to 
exprefs the true evangelical Nature of Atone- 
ment ; and it is applied, with apparent Pro- 
priety, to HIM who is indeed the anointed Cbe^ 
ruby th(ft covereth * ; covereth from the Wrath 
of GOD, and the Stroke of Juftice, by bearing 
both in our Stead. 

Now We have inquired into the exaft Sig- 
nification of the Hebrew Word, give me Leave 
to add. That its Meaning is very extenfive^ and 
not unworthy of our particular Regard. It 

denotes — ^The Exercife of divine Mercy -f- •' 

The Pardon of Sin:}; A Cleanfmg from 

Guilt II — ^Purging from Tranfgreflion § — Re- 
conciliation for Iniquity f — The Pacifying of 

Wrath. 

♦ Ezik, xxviii. 14. This is fpoken of the King of Tyre^ 
who was probably a Type of Jnti-Chriji , The Paflage de- 
fcribes. What He prefumed to think Himfelf\ and what He 
attempted to pafs for^ in the Eftimation of the World. If 
fo, I believe, Aftafio may very juftly apply it to the LORD 
yESUS, It is a Jewel of the mediatorial Crown : and fince 
it has been facrilegioufty flolen, furely it fhould be reftored 
to its proper Owner, and replaced upon the REDEEMER^ 
Diadem. 

t Deut. xxxii. 43, % D^«^. xxi. 8. 2 Chron. xxx. 18. 
I Numt. XXXV. 33. § P/al. Ixv. 3. f Dan. ix. 24. 
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Wrath *. — Do not thefe PafTages, (which arc 
exprefled by fome Branch of the Verb^ that 
conveys to Us the Idea of atoning) plainly in- 
timate That the Atonement of CHRIST is 

the meritorious Caufe of all thefe defirable Ef- 
fefts ; is the Foundation of every Aft of divine 
Goodnefs ; and the Origin of every Blefling 
vouchfafed to Sinners ? 

Ther. After all, this is the Confideration, 

that principally offends and perplexes me 

GOD is a vs^ife, a fublime, an infinitgfy pure 
Spirit. How then can He take Pleafure, in 
the Effufion of Blood, or the Burning of Flefh ? 
How can any fuch low carnal Inducements, 
make Him merciful to Sinners s or appeafe, 
what You call, his Wrath ? 

Afp. Rather, what the Scriptures call his 
Wrath. — ^You miftake our Doftrine, my dear 
Tberon. We never maintain, that any Sacri- 
fice whatever, not even the Propitiation of 
CHRISTs Death, was intended to make GOD 
merciful. Only to make Way for his eternal 
Purpofes of Mercy, without any Prejudice ei- 
ther to the Demands of his Law, or the Rights 
of his Juftice. — Our Sentiments on this Head, 
are exa6lly confonant to his own Declaration^ 
and his own Procedure^ in the Cafe of y^^ s 
Friends \. Though difpleafed with their Con- 

duft, 

• Euk, xvi. 63. t See Joh xlii. 7, 8. 
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du£l, He was merciful to their Perfons. Ne- 
verthelefs, He would not exercife that Mercy, 
till they had firft offered a Sacrifice, and afted 
Faith in a dying SAVIOUR. 

Neither is it ever fuppofed. That the infi- 
nitely wife and pure GOD can take Pleafure 
in the EfFufion of Blood, or the Burning of 
Flefh, [imply confidered. Only as they had a 
Reference to that noble and inejiimable Sacrifice, 
which brings the higheft Honour to his Name j 
which thofe flaughtered Animals exhibited in 
a Figure ; and to which every true Ifraelite had 
a believing Regard. 

I fay, had a believing Regard. For, it is af- 
fiimed by the Author to the Hebrews^ That 
the Gofpel was preached to the tfraelites in the 

Wildemefs *. What does He mean by the 

Gofpel ? The very EfTence of this benevolent 
Scheme, according to the Apoftle's own Defi- 
nition, is, That CHRIST died for our Sins f . — 
liow was this Gofpel preached to our Fathers 
in the Wildernefs? By fignificant Emblems; 
efpecially, by flaughtered Animals, and bleed- 
ing Viaims. By which CHR IS T was almoji 
continually y though not fo evidently as in thefe 
latter Times, fet forth crucified among them %* 

In this Senfe alone, thofe carnal Ufages were 
ijoorthy the Wifdom of GOD to appoint, and 
the Majefty of GOD to accept. — This gave 

them 

* Hib. iii. 2. t I Ci^r. xv. 3. % Gal, iii. i. 
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them a peculiar Dignity and Importance ; and fet 
them far above all the fimilar Obfervances, ufed 

in the Heathen Worfhip. ^They were alfo, 

when thus explained, tlius improved, extremely 
prc^table to Believers j as they diredled their I 
Contemplation to the future Sufferings of a 
SAVIOUR, and ratified to their Faith the Be- 
nefits of his ever^operating Sacrifice. Which, 
We are afTured by an infallible Voice, was ef- 
feftual for the Redemption of the TranfgrcJJions 
under the firfi Covenant *. ^, 

* When I refledl on thefe Words, I wonder how any One 
can aflert. That all the Jews died under the Curfe of the Law. 
— Died under the Curfe of the Law ! Even though the 
Apoftle has warranted it for a Truth,That jIII thefe (meaning 
Abraham^ Sarah ^ Ifaac^ Jacob, &iQ.) died in Faith. Heb. xi. 
13. — Even though He has elfewhere laid it down as a 
Maxim, So then they which are of Faith, in wh^itwer Period of 
Time they live, or under whatever Difpenfation of Religion 
they worfhip, are bleffed with faithful Abraham. Gal. iii. 3. 
— £vcn though the Pfalmift, in one Place, affirms, BleJJed 
an they whofe Unrighteoufnejfes are fhrgiven, and whofe Sin is 
covered. And, in another Place, declares concerning Him- 
felf and his pious Cotemporaries ; Look how wide the Eajl is 
from the JVeJi ! So far hath He fet our Sins from Usy rfal. 
xxxii. I. Pfal. ciii. 12. 

From thefe and many other Texts, I think j it is evident. 
That the faithful Jews no more died under the Curfe of the 
Law, than the faithful Chrijians. The Death of CHRIST 
procured the Pardon and Acceptance of Believers, even before 
He came in the Flefh. From the Beginning, He had cove- 
nanted with the FATHER, as their MEDIATOR : and 
GOD, to whom all Things are prefent, faw the certain Ac- 
compliftiment of his Undertaking. He was therefore, by 
virtue of the divine Decree, and in Point of faving Efficacy, 
A Lamb flain from the Foundation of the World. Though He 
laid down his Life in the Reign of Tiberiusy He was a real 
REDEEMER iaallAges. 
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^ber. So You apprehend, that, in thofe 
Ufages, praftifed by the antient Jews, the Gof- 
pel was emblematically preached^ and CHRIST 
in a Figure exhibited. 

j4Jp. Moft certainly, I'heron. And for this 
Caufe, under the Law, almoji all Things were 
purged with Blood*. The Multiplicity, the Va- 
riety, the Conftancy of their Sacrifices, were 
all defigned to imprefs upon their Minds, and 
familiarize to their Thoughts, this great evan- 
gelical Truth. — Was any One overtaken by a 
Fault? He muft prefent a Vi6lim, and the 
Prieft muft flay it, by way of Trejpafs-Offering. 
To fignify, that the Guilt which was con- 
trafted, could be done away only by the aton- 
ing Death of CHRIST. Had any One re- 
ceived a fignal Blejfing ? A Beaft was flain by 
way of Peace-Offering ; as a public Expreflion 
of Gratitude for the Mercy, and alfo as an 
emphatical Declaration, that all Good vouch- 
fafed to fallen Man, is owing to the RE- 
DE E M E R's Ranfom. 

And not only by their folemn facrificial Afts, 
but even by their ordinary Meals, this grand 
Leflbn was inculcated. They were forbidden 
to eat the Blood, in order to awaken and pre- 
ferve in their Confciences, a reverential and fidu- 
cial Regard to the precious Blood of CHRIST. 
The HOLY GHOST, affigning a Reafon for 

this 
• Hci.ix.%2. 

Vol. I. I 
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this facred Prohibition, fays exprefly, Becatife 
the Blood maketh an Atonement for Tour* Souls : 
the Blood of Beafts typically, the Blood of 
CJfl?/5refFe6hially.— O! that CArj/^/^^w would, 
in this Particular, learn of Jnvs. Learn, at 
leaft, from Jev)ijh Ordinances, to have their 
Attention inceffently fixed on that divine 
High-Prieft, who, by one Offerings bath per^ 
feSedfor ever them that arefanSlified -f. 

I'ber. Another odd Circumftance has often 
given me Difguft, and been apt to prejudice 
me againft the Inftitutions of the Old Tefta- 
ment. Many of them are mean, contemptible, 
and ^vit&ly puerile. " Can thefe, I have faid 
" within myfelf, be ordained by a GOD of in- 
*' finite Wifdom, andtranfccndent Glory? Can 
** We reafohably imagine, that a Mandate 
" fliould be iffued from the Court of Heaven, 
" on purpofe to forbid the Boilings and injoin 
" the RoaJlingXy of a particular Piece of Meat ? 
" — ^WiU the great Ruler of the Skies, concern 
" Himfelf about the precife Manner of killing 

" one Bird, and releafing another || ? Will 

" He, who claims the Worfhip of the Heart, 
" have fuch an efpecial Regard to a Drop 
" or two of defpicable Blood, put upon the 
/^ Tip of the Right-eary or the Thumb of the 
** Right-hand § ? — Surely, fuch childifti Cere- 



" monies 



• Levit. xvii. ir. f Heb. x. 14. J Exod, xii. 9. 

I iruit, xiv. 4> 5) 6, 7. § Ex9d. xxix. 20. 
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** monies are too minute and trivial for the 
" Notice^ much more for the folemn Appoint- 
« ment, of the SUPREME Majefty !" 

AJp. You will pleafc to remember, that, 
when thofe Ceremonies were ordained, it was 
the Infancy ^^ at leaft the Minority of the 
Church, And We have Reafon to admire the 
Condefcenfwn of the great CREATOR, in adapt- 
ing his Revelation. to the State of his People; 
peaking unto tbeniy even as unto Babes -f-. — ^The 
Inftitutions, at which You hint, were undoubt- 
edly mean and trifling, if confidered in them'- 
fehes. But, contemplate them in their Rela- 
tion to the ever-blefled MEDIATOR, fome of 
whofe OfficeSy Merits^ or Sufferings^ they flia- 
dowed forth j then they acquire a real Magni- 
ficence, and impart the moft falutary Inflruc- 
tion. 

The Blood put upon the Tip of the Ear, 
and Thumb of the Hand, denotes our perfonal 
Application of the Death of CHRIST. With- 
out which all its Virtue, though boundlei* 
and inconceivable, will profit Us nothing. 
Thofe particular Parts of the Body, may fig- 
nify the perceptive and executive Faculties: 
in both which We offend, and for both which 
We need the great Propitiation. — Of the two 

Birds 

• St,Pjir/callsthcChurchof thofe Times, vwr*^. An 
Infant ox Babe. Gal. iv. i, 3- 
t I C9r, iii. I. ' 

I 2 
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Birds You mention, one was to be killed^ the 
other was to^ away^ after it had been dipped 
in the Blood of its Fellow. Thus the LORD 
JESUS wag crucified for our Sins : and We 
i^eing wajhed in his Blood ; being interefted in 
the Atonement of our holy Vi£lim, and elder 
Brother j are acquitted from Guilt, and efcape 

Condemnation. Concerning the Pafchal 

Lsunb it was particularly injoined. That the 
Flefh Jhould net be eaten raw^ nor fodden ivitb 
Water ^ but roafied with Fire j and of every 
Burnt-OflFering, the Fat and the Inwards were 
delivered up to the devouring Flame. All this 
was an Emblem of that tremendous Indig- 
nation^ v^hiQli is poured otif like Fire*-, which 
Jeized our immaculate Sacrifice, that it might 
^re polluted Sinners ; and which muft have 
confumed utterly any MEDIATOR, who was 
lefs than infinite, or other than divine. 

Had You beheld our renowned Newton 
blowing up, with gi^eat Afliduity and Atten- 
tion, his little watery Vejicles into the Air; You 
would, perhaps, have defpifed the venerable 
Philofopher, and have thought him little better 
than a hoary Idiot. But when You was told, 
that, in every one of thefe volatile foapy 
Bubbles, He difcovered the beauteous Colours 
ef the Rain-bow; and from this feemingly 
cbildifti Experiment, He explained the Naturp 

of 
♦ Nah. i. 6. 
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of that wonderful Arch ; You would then en* 
tertain a different Notion, both of the Man 
and of his Employ. — So, when You difcern 
the blefled JESUS looking through thefe Win^ 
dowsy and fiourtjhing through theje Lattices * of 
the Jewijh Occonomy ; You will, I hope, con- 
ceive a higher Opinion of them> and derive 
richer Advantage from them. 

I'her. There are feveral Perjbnsy as well as 
rhual Obfervances, of a very fingular Cha- 
ra6t]er, mentioned in the Mofaic Law, The 
Leper^ iot Inftance, the NazaritCy with others 
of the fame antiquated and ^otefque Stamp. 
Which feem, to me at leaft, ib many unmean^ 
ing Narratives; that convey no manner of 
Edification to Readers in the pf ef^it Age.— ♦ 
I have frequently had an Inclination, and now 
I have a proper Opportunity, to afk your Opi* 
nion upon thefe Points. 

jifp. I thank You, Heron, for giving me 
the Hint. What You propofe, is by no means 
foreign to the Topic of our Difcourfe.— Thofe 
Perfons were truly remarkaWe 5 neither arc the 
Circum fiances of their Cafe recorded in vain. 
They pi6lure out, in dijinai and delightfid Co- 
lours, the Sinner and the SAVIOUR. — ^To 
know Ourfdves, and to know CHRIS^y is 

true 

♦ Canttc. ii. 9. The ceremonial Inftitutions of the Jewifi 
Law are, with as much Truth as Ingenuity, called— £iwf« 
ge&um tkmmtmri ffprwlimnan. 

13 
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true Wifdom ; is indeed the Confummation of 
all Knowledge. Here, We have a Le6hire of 
hieroglyphical Inftrudlion, on both thofe im- 
portant Subjefts. 

The Leper * was an Emblem of a Sinner. — 
His Difeale extremely affliSiive to Himfelf, and 
intolerably lothfome to others. Sin likewife is 
the foreji of all Miferies, to the Wretch who 
commits it ; and moft detejiably odious, to the 

GOD who forbids it. ^The Leper was fe- 

cluded from the Benefits of Society^ and all 
Communication with his Fellow-citizens. The 
Sinner alfo, while impenitent and unpardoned, 
is an Alien from the Commonwealtli of Ifra- 
el'f', without any Enjoyment of the Com- 
forts, or any Intereft in the Privileges of the 
Gofpel. If He dies in this Condition, He muft 
be for tvtx Jhut out from the Kingdom of Hea- 
ven ; for ever cut offhom the Prefence of the 
LORD. 

The Contagion was fometimes fo peftilenty 
that it not only tainted the Clothes of the Dif- 
eafed, but fpread itfelf over the Walls of his 
Houfe, and infefted the Timber of the Beams, 
It was fometimes fo inveterate^ that it could 
be eradicated no other Way, but by burning 
the Garment, and demoliftiing the Building. 
Does not this give Us a clear, but melancholy 
View, of original Corruption ? Which has tranf- 

fufed 

♦ See Levit. Chap, xiii, xiv. t £pb* ii. 12. 
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fufed its Poifon, through all the Faculties of 
the Soul, and /?// the Members of the Body% Nor 
will ever be intirely expelled, till Death releafes 
the former, and configns the latter to the Duft* 

What could cure this terrible Diilemper, 
even in its mildeji State ? Not all the Balm of 
Gileady not all the Drugs on a thoufand Hills ; 
nothing but the confecrated Oil and facrificial 
Blood, duly applied by the High-Prieft. And 
what can heal the Diforders of our fallen 
Souls ? So far heal them, as to purge away 
their Guilt, and fubdue the Prevalence of their 
Iniquities ? No Afts of Mortification, no Vi- 
gilance, nor any Efforts of our own J nothing 
but the atoning Death, zxA fanSlifying Spirit of 
the bleffed JESUS. The Malignity and Viru- 
lence of this Plague of the Heart, are abfo- 
lutely incorrigible by any other Expedient. 
But, blelTed be divine Grace, this Remedy, 
provided by our great High-Prieft, and admi- 
niftered by our great Phyfician, is fovereign 
and never fails. 

The Cafe of the Nazarites * was the very 
reverfe of the State of the Lepers. Her Naza^ 
ritesy Jeremiah fays, were purer than SnoWy tbey 
were whiter than Milk 3 they were more ruddy in 
Body than Rubies ^ their Polijhing was of Sap-- 
pbires -f. A faint Reprefentation of the only 
begotten SON, who is the fairejl among ten 

thoufajid^ 

• See NunA. Chip. vi. t I'Om, iv. 7. 

14 
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tboufandi the Biightnefs of his Father's Glory, 
aiid the exprefs Image of his Perfon; both 
GOD and Man in one facred, wonderful, 
adorable SAVIOUR. — They, during the Time 
of their Separation, abftained from Wine; 
withdrew from fecular Bulinefs ; avoided evei*y 
Kind of Pollution ; and dedicated themfelves, 
in an efpecial Manner, to the Service of GOD, 
A Type of that glorious Nazaritey who was 
ieparated, for a Seafon, from the Fruitions of 
Heaven : who was holy, harmlefs, and unde- 
filed, both in his Nature and all his Conver- 
fation: who fandified Himfelf, and devoted 
his Life and Labours, his Soul and Body, to 
the Glory of his Father, and the Redemption 

of his People. The NazariteSy even when 

they had difcharged their Vow, and were cere- 
monially clean, yet were obliged to offer a Sin-^ 
Offerings a BurnUOffering^ and . a Peace-Offer^ 
ing. So, the great REDEEMER, though He 
had perfectly obeyed all the preceptive Parts of 
the divine Law, yet was required to offer up a. 
Sacrifice — even the incomparably precious Sacri- 
fice of Himfelf — ^in order to confummate the 
Work of our Salvation. 

Tijer. Have You a fufficient Warrant, Afpa^ 

Jio, for this Strain of Interpretation? Is it 

foundy is it rational^ or conformable to any au^ 

tbentic Standard of fcriptural Expofition ? Me- 

tiiinks^ 



D I A L O G U E IIL 121 

thinks, it looks more like the ChiM of Fancy^ 
than the O&pring of Judgment ; more Hke 
the Sally of a fportive Imagination> than the 
Refult of a fbber Difqui£tion. 

You cannot he ignorant, how the ruling 
Pailion tindures the whole CondufL Henor 
it is, I apprehend, that your religious humf^a^ 
toes find heavenly Beauties, where Scripture 
intended no more than natural Truths^ Hence 
it is, that they turn plainiFadts into profound 
Figures, and all^orize common Senfe into/Zras 
jibfurdity. — Have You never feen the mji/iic 
Interpretations of fome antient, and I may 
add, fome modem Divines? The Honeil^ of 
their Defiga is tran^arent, and the Piety o£ 
their Lixes is unqueiHonable ; odierwife. We 
ihould be^Hnpted to fiiipe^l, that they moant 
to burlefque the Scriptures, and difgrace thdr 
Author. 

Who can ever perfuade Him^^ that the 
fupremely wife GOD, vrould- fend Us to feardt 
for a Body of Divinity ^ in a Btauffe of RodsP 
Or fet Us to fpin all the Myffcries of phrifli. 
anity, from a few Fleeces of Wool^ ring^ 
Jirakedy Jpeckledy and fpotted*? Thus to ej5- 
pound the Scriptures, is, not to open theni) 
clearly, and apply them judicioufly, but nb- 
ther to whip tliem into Froth -f. 

4/p. 

• Gen, XXXI. 

t Luthtr ufed to call fuch far-fetched and unnatunl Al« 
Ivories, Sfunuun Scriftwrte. 
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jijp. We have the Authority of our LORD 

Himfelf. Who has informed Us That the 

brazen Serpent Xifttd up in the Wildernefs ♦, 
was figurative of his own Sufpenfion and 
Death on the Crofs. — That the Temple^ built 
on Mount Stony was typical of his immaculate 
Body, in which dwelt all the Fulnefs of the 
GODHEAD f.— That the Prophet J(?;7jA, 
lodged in the Belly of the Whale, and dif- 
charged from that flrange Confinement, on 
the third Day J s was an Emblem of his own 
defcending into the Grave, and rifing again 
before his Flcfh faw Corruption* 

We have alfo the Teftimony and the Prac- 
tice of the chiefeft of the Apoftles, for our 
Warrant. He affures Us, That the Rock 
finitten hy MofeSy had a Reference to CHRIST \\ ; 
who was wounded for our Sins, and is the 
Foundation of our Hopes. That the Waters^ 
ifliiing at the Stroke, were fignificative of thofe 
ipiritual Bleflings, which flow from a cruci- 
fied SAVIOUR. That, as the former >/- 
hwed the Sons of Jacobs through all the Cir- 
cumvolutions of their tedious Journey ; the 
latter accompany the Difciples of JESUSy m 
every Stage of their earthly Pilgrimage.—^ 
Let the great Teacher of the Gentiles be our 
Expofitor, and We fliall fee the Feil of the "Tem^ 

pie 

♦ John ill. 14. + John ii. 19, 21, (Ul. ii* 9* 

t Matt. xii. 39> 40. \i Cor. x. 4, 
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pie dignified with a Significancy, richer far 
than its coftly Materials, and curious Work- 
manfhip. Its Silk and Embroidery exhibit, to 
the Eye of Faith, the pure and fpotlefs Flefh 
of CHRIST'*. As, by rending the material 
Veil, the Holy of Holies became vifiile and accef^ 
Jibk ; fo, by piercing the Body, and fpilling the 
Blood of CHRIST', the GOD of Heaven 
was manifejiedy and the Way to Heaven opened. 

Every Reader muft admire thofe divided 
Waves ; which, inftead of overwhelming the 
Ifraelites with a refiftlefs Deluge, ftood like a 
Wall of Defence on their Right-hand, and 
on their left, as they marched through the 
Depths of the Sea. — ^Every Reader muft ad- 
mire that Hoonderful Cloud, which hung like a 
wide extended Canopy over the Hofts of J/C 
raehj and fcreened them from the annoying 
Sun-beams, as they paffed through the fultry 
Defart.— -Our Admiration muft be heightened, 
when We find tbaty which was a Cloud by 
Day, becoming a Pillar of Fire by Night ; 
and illuminating their Camp with the moft 
amazing, as well as the moft chearing Splen- 
dor. — ^But St. Paul difcerned a greater Glory, 
and a deeper Defign, in thefe unparalleled 
Events. The People, He lays, were baptized 
unto MofeSy in the Cloud and in the Sea -f-. Thefe 
fymbolically reprefented. The Baptifm offFa- 

ter 
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tfr Slid of Fire i or the Application of CfflyS^Ts 
Btox>d to our Souls, and the Efficacy of his 
SPIRIT on our Hearts- In the former of 
which, confifts our Juftificakion; from the 
latter of which, proceeds our Sanguification. 

I fear. You will think my Difcourfe, fomc- 
what like the Journey juft now mentioned ; 
but I muft not wholly omit the Epiftle to the 
Hebrews. Which, of all othersy is the moft 
unexceptionable Vindication, as well as the 

faultlej^ Models of allegorical Expoiltion. ■- 

It is delightful to obferve, what Propriety of 
Addrefs, the inipired Writer ufes. He fpeaks 
to the Jewsy m their won Way : alludes to 
their own Uiages, Ordinances, and Cerenw>* 
nies : proves them to be Types of, and Guides^ 
to^ a more clear, a more benign, and in all 
relpe£b a more excellent ^Oeconomy. More 

parti- 

, * He fiyles the legal Oblations, and Indeed the whole 
Service of the Jewijb San£hiarv, 7%f Example oMd Shadow 
of heavenly Things ; or of CHRIST JESUS^ and evangeluat 
Worlhip, and jJ)fri/Ktf/-Bleffings, Hei. viii. 5. — TiroJwj'ju-a, 
rifi Pattern : fomewhat like the Strokes, penciled out upon 
a piece of fine Linen ; which prefent You with the Figure 
of Sprigs, of Leaves, and of Flowers j but have not yet 
received their fplendid Colours, their curious Shades,, and 
beautiful Inrichments, from the Labours of the Needle.-— 
Zxia, AJhadowy Reprefentation : which gives You fome dim 
and imperfe£b Idea of the Body; but not the fine Features, 
not the diflinguifhing Ah*, none of thofe living Graces^ 
which adorn the real Peribn. — Yet, both the Pattern and 
fhe Shsodow lead our Minds to fomething nobler than thenv* 
feiVes. The Pattern, to that which completes ill the Sha- 
dpw, to that which occafiom it. 
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particularly He difplays the tranfcendent Supe^ 
riority of CHRIST and his Gifts, even to 
thofe Perfons and Privileges, which they held 
in the bigbeft Efteem. Thefe, like the Morn- 
ing Star, were introdu6lory to, yet totally 
ccUpfed by, the riling Sun. 

They had exalted Apprehenfions of the An-^ 
getic Excellencies. The Apoftle therefore cele- 
brates the REDEEMER, as the LORD 
whom Angels obey, as the GOD whom 

Angels adore. ^They always reckoned Mofes 

to be thtfrfi Favourite of Heaven, and chief 
among the Children of Men. He lets them 
know, that Mofes^ with all his extraordinary 
Endowments, was but a Servant in the Houfe 
of JESUS. It was his greateft Honour, to 
be the Harbinger of this Prince of Peace.— 
As the Priefthood and Sacrifices were fome of 
their diftinguifhing Privileges ; He fhews the 
Pre-eminence of CHRISTs Office to all the 
Aarmtc Orders. He demonftrates the exten- 
five and everlafting Efficacy of bis one Atone- 
ment, in preference to the ijohole Series of the 
Levitical Oblations. 

Tber. Thus interpreted, I muft acknowledge, 
the Book of Lw/V/V^/ Ceremonies \% fignijicant 
and edifying. Whereas, abftrafted from this 
evangelical Improvement, nothing can be 
more empty and jejune. I once thought, that, 
to perufe tfiofe obfolete Canons, was like fit-^ 

ting 
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ting down to an Entertainment of dry Bones- 
But, if fuch be their Import, they may yield 
Marrow and Fatnefs to the attentive Mind. 

Due Care, however, ftiould be taken, not 
to fuppofe a Type, where there is no apparent 
Foundation of Analogy in the Thing itfelf ; 
or no Hint of this Nature given Us by the 
pnerring SjPIRIT. Left, inftead of being 
guided by Truth, We are bewildered by Fancy. 
— 7-And, when either or both thefe Handles 
prefent themfelves, I think. We fliould be- 
ware of ftraining the Subjefi, beyond the 
Bounds of a juji and reafonable Comparifon. 
Left, inftead of following the Clue, We ftretch 
it till it breaks. — ^If the firft Caution is not 
obferved, the Senfe of Scripture will lie fo deep, 
or be removed to fuch a Diftance ; that none 
but Perfonsof the moft acute Difcernment, can 
find it, or none but Pcrfons of the moft excurjive 
Imagination can reach it. If the fecond is 
not regarded, the Meaning of thofe divine Vo- 
lumes will become fo vague and volatile^ that 
there will hardly remain any Poffibility of 
afcertaining or fixing it. 

AJp. As to the Expedience and Neceflity of 
thefe cautionary Limitations, I have the Plea- 
fiire of agreeing intirely with my Friend.— 
Let our Fancy fubmit to the Reins of Judg- 
ment, otherwife her Excurfions will be wild 
and lawlefs. Let our Zeal borrow the Eye^of 

Dif- 
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Difcretion, othcrwife her Efforts will be blind 
znd extravagant. And let all, thus tempered, 
thus regulated, be under the Influence of en- 
lightening Grace. I'heny to Ipiritualize the 
antient Scriptures, will be to convert the Stones 
of the Sanftuary into the Jewels of a Crown; 
and to fetch, not Water only, but Milk and 
Honey, from the flinty Rock. 

Then, how pleajing muft it be, as well as 
inftruSlive, to dif?over the blefledy£5l75, in 
all the Inflitutions of the Mofaic Law ! — To 
fee his Incarnation prefigured by the Feaft of 
fHabernacks ♦. When the Ifraelites were to re- 
linquifli their Houfes, and lodge in Booths^ 
Even as the Son of GOD left the Bofom of 
his Father, and the Se^ts of Blifs, to inhabit 
a Cottage of Clay, and,fojourn in a Vale of 
Tears. To fee our fpotlefs and divine Vic- 
tim, typically flain at the joyful Solemnity of 
the PaffoveTj and the anniverfary Fafl: of Ex- 
piation. To fee his Deaths that ineftimable 

Ranfbm for our Souls, prefented to our Faith, 
in every Morning and Evening Sacrifice^: 
his Interceffionj that prevailing Recommenda- 
tion of our Prayers, moft fweetly exprefled by 
the rich Incenfe^ which attended the facred 
Rite. — To fee the various Methods of Furifi- 
fation \ fome pointing at the Fountain :{:, open- 
ed 

* Lemt. xxiii. 34, 40, 42; f Exod. xxix. 38, 39. 

t Ex^. xxix. 4* PffiL li. 7. 
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td for Sin and for Uncleannefs in our RE- 
DEEMER'S bleeding Heart ; others referring 
to thofe fan^Hfying Operations of the SPIRIT, 
which a£l as a Refiners Fire^y or as Fuller s 

Soap. ^To fee, in the City of Refuge f, that 

pcrfeft Security, which CHRIST'S merito- 
rious Sufferings in our Stead, afford to every 
penitent and believing Sinner. 

If it was fo very affe6ting and fo very en- 
couraging to MneaSy when He beheld the 
Story of the Trafan Heroes, pifhired upon the 
Walls of the Carthaginian Temple % ; what 
Satisfaction and Joy muft arife in the Chrifti- 
«n*s Breaft, when He perceives the amiable 
Lineaments of his everlafting Friend, pour-- 
tnyed in all the Peculiarities of the Jewijh 
Worftiip, and in the moft diftinguiftiing Events 
of the Jewijh Hiftory ! — ^This muft inexpref- 
fibly endear the Bible to his Affeftions. This 
ipreads Life and Glory through every Page of 
that bleffed Book. 

^er. How foon is this Walk finifhed ! How 
imperceptibly has the Time ftole away! — 
Thefe Garden-Gates I always ufed to approach 
with a particular Complacency. They feemed 
to afford me a welcome Retreat from the Im- 
pertinence and Vanity of the World, Now, 

me- 

• NunA. xxxi. 23, Jfai. iv. 4. + Numb, xxxr. i Jj I2^ 

X Virg. iEn. !• 
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.methinks, I enter them with Relu6lance. Be- 
caufe, they are likely to put a Period to this 

agreeable Converfation. However, as my 

Afpajio enters with me, I am reconciled, I am 
fatisfied. It will be in his Power to reftore 
the Pleafur^ that muft now be interrupted. 
And this is what I fhall ere long requeft 3 be- 
caufe I have not fpoke my whole Mind upon 
the prefent SubjefJ:. 

AJp. Whenever You think proper, T'heron. 
This is, to n^e, z favourite Subje6t : and not to 
me only, but to incomparably better Judges. 
— The Man, who had been caught up into 
the third Heavens, and feen the Vifions of 
GOD, determined to know nothing but JESUS 

CHRIST and Him crucified*. At the 

grandcft Affenjbly, that ever was convened on 
Earth, this fiirniftjed the principal^ if not the* 

wly Topic of Converfation. And in that 

World, where the Voice of Joy and Thanks- 
giving is perpetually heard, this conflitutes the 
Burden of the Song ; T'hou waji Jlain^ and bajl 
redeemed Us to GOD by thy Bhodf. 

• I Cor. ii. 2. t ^^' ^' 9* 
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T H E R O N. 

MUST now defire my Jfpafio to 
inform me, What that grand Af- 
fembly was, (which He mentioned 
in the Ciofe of our laft Difcourfe) 
and ijQbere convened ? 
Afp. Can't you guefs, Hheron ? — ^Was it in 
the Plains of Tiejaly, when Xerxes drew to- 
t gether the Forces of more than half the known 
World, and appeared at the Head of all the 
Potentates of the Eaft ? Was it in the Ro- 
man Forum j when the Senators were aflem- 
bled in their Robes, and the Barbarians took 
them for a Synod of Gods ? — ^No 3 it was on 
the Mount of Transfiguration. Where the 
Son of the true GOD, the LORD of eternal 
Glory, fhone forth in fome of his celejlial and 
native Splendor ; with Garments white as the 
Snow *, and a Countenance bright as the Sun. 

Where 

♦ Mark IX. 3. The Evangelift's Defcripdon is, like the 
Scenci rmarkahlj hrigbt \ and the Gradation of his Images, 
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Where he converfed with two of his nioft di- 
ftinguifhed Saints, juft come down from the 
Regions of Blifs and Immortality : with Mofes 
the great Deliverer of the Law, and with Elijah 
the refolute Reftorer of its Honours. Where 
he was attended by three of his principal Am- 
bafladors 5 who were to be the Reformers of 
Mankind, and the Lights of the World. 

This, I tliink, is the moft venerable and 
auguft Aflembly, that the Annals of Hiftory 
have recorded. — And what was the I'opic of 
Corifoerfation, amongft thefe illuftrious Perfon- 
ages ? — Not the Affairs of State, nor the Re- 
volutions of Empire; not the curious Refine- 
ments of Literature, nor the wonderful Dis- 
coveries of Philofophyj but the ignominious 
and ^/oe?^ Exit*, which the divine JESUS 
was foon to make at jferufalem.--- — This Cir- 
cum (lance, methinks, Ihould recommend the 
Subjeft to our frequent Difcourfe j even though 

it 

IS abnoft a£ worthy of Obfervation, as the memorable Fa9i 
—The Garments were white — exceeding white — white as thi 
S»ow — whiter than any Fuller on Earth could make them— 
— furpafling all the Works of y/r/, equalling the firft and 
fineft Productions of Nature — Nay, fo great was the Luftre^ 
that it glijiered {iytnro oASovta) like the Lightening, and 
even dazzled the Sight. 

* Docs not this very delicately, yet very ftrongty inti- 
mate, That the Sufferings and l3eath of CHklST^ were 
the piincipal End of the Mofaic Inftitutions, and the prin- 
cipal Subjed of the Prophetic Teachings i For, is it not na- 
tural to fuppofc, that Mofes and Elijah intended, when 
miniftering on Earth, that very Thing, which their Convcr- 
fiition dwdt upon, when they defcended from Heaven / 
K 2 
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it was lefs eminent, for intrinfic Dignity, and 
comfortable Import. 

Talking in this manner, they arrive at the 
Park. Which, the Moment You enter, fills 
the View with its bold, inlarged, and magni- 
ficent Sweep. It was diverfified with level 

and rifing Ground. Here, fcooped into mi- 
taic Amphitheatres; with the Deer pendent 
on the little Summit, or fhooting down the 
cafy Precipice. There, raifed into gentle Hil- 
locs; fome of which were canopied with a 
large, fpreading, folitary Oak; others were 
tufted with a Clufter of tapering and verdant 
£lms. Two or three Cafcades, gleaming from 
afar, as they poured along the grafly Slope, 
gave a pleafing Variation to the Profpeft : 
While they ftartled the timorous unexperienced 
Fawns, with their foaming Current, and wa- 
tery Roar. — Grandeur and Simplicity feemed to 
be the Genius of the Place. Every thing 
breathed an Air of noble Negligence, and art- 
lefs Majefty. 

In the Center of all, rofe a curious roman^ 
tic Mount. — Its Form was exd£}/y round; fome- 
What like a Sugar-loaf, lopt off a little below 
the Poiht.— Not co-eval with Nature, but the 
Work of human Induftry. Thrown up, 'tis 
foppofed, in thofe perilous Times, when Bri^ 
iain Was alarmed by foreign Invafions, or bled 
with iateftiiae Wounds. — ^It was covered, all 

around^ 
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around, with Eldar-fhrubs : Whofe Ranks, 
gradually rifing, and Ipreading Shade above 
Shade, compofed a kind of woody T'heatre : 
Through which were ftruck two or three fpiral 
Walks J leading, by a gentle Afcent, and unr 
der embowering Verdure, to the Summit, — r 
At proper Intervals, and on every Side of the 
Hill, were formed little Arborets 5 with Aper-^ 
tures, cut through the Boughs, to admit a 
Profpeft of the Country. — ^In one or other of 
thefe leafy Boxes, You command, at every 
Hour of the Day, either the Sun or the Shade. 
——All along the winding Avenues, and alj 
around the beauteous Refts, fprung Daffodils, 
Primrofes, and Violets : which, mingling with 
Hyacinths and Cowflips, compofed many a 
charming Piece of natural Mofatc. 

How agreeable, as they cUmb the circling 
Path, to refleft on the happy Change^ that ha$ 

now taken Place ! ^Where fteely Helmets 

gleamed, or brazen Shields claftied, the Gpld* 
fncbes twitter their Loves, and difplay their 
painted Plumes. The pens of Rapine, or the 
horrid Haunts of Bloodfhed, are become the 
Retreats of calm Contemplation, and friendly 
Convcrfe, — In yonder, lower Spaces, where the 
armed Troops were wont to patrol \ from whence 
they made Excurfions, to ravage the Villages, 
or terrify the 8wains ; the PalloW'D€fr trip 
lightly^ or Ht^fuli-beaded Stags itaod jit Bay. ^ 
K 3 From 



134 DIALOGUE IV. 

From a fmall Eminence, but at a confider- 
able Diftance, guftied a couple of Springs. 
Which, rambling through a Grove, loft one 
another in the fhady Labyrinth. Emerging, 
at length, from the Gloom, they approached 
nearer and nearer, and fell into Embraces at 
the Foot of this Hill. They rolled, in ami- 
cable Conjun6lion, along the pebbly Channel, 
that encircles its Bafis; and added thtw/ober 
Melody to the fprigbtly Warbling of the Birds. 
— Flowing off in one common Stream, they 
formed the fine Pieces of Water, which beau- 
tified the Park. From thence, they ftole into 
the Meadow, and widened into a River. There, 
enamoured as it were with each other, they 
glide by wealthy Towns, and fweep through 
flowery Vales 3 regardlefs of the blooming Toys^ 
that deck the one, and of the noify Crowds^ 
that throng the other. 

So, faid Afpajio^ may "fkeron and his Sellna^ 
pleafing and pleafed with each other, pafs 
through the bufy and the ajnufing Scenes of 
Life 3 neither captivated by the one, nor anxi-- 
ous for the other. With fuch harmonious 
Agreement, and indiffoluble Union, may they 
purfue the Courfe, marked out by Providence j 
their Happinefs increajing^ and their Ufeful- 
nefs inlargingy as they draw nearer the Ocean 
of all Good. Then, parted by a gentle Stroke 
of Fate^ like the Waters of fom? ample Stream 

fevered 
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fevered by the Piers of an intervening Bridge, 

may they (peedily reunite ! Reunite in con- 

fummate Blifs, and never be feparated more ! 

Tber. I thank You, Afpafio^ for your affec- 
tionate Compliment. Nor can I wifh You, 
by way of Return, a greater Recompence, 
than the continual Exercife of fuch a benevo^ 
lent Temper. For, to exercife Benevolence, 
is to enjoy the moft refined and exalted Plea- 
fure s fuch as makes the neareft Approaches 
to the Felicity of the eternal Mind ; who, a^ 
the Scripture moft beautifully Ipeaks, has Flea-- 
Jure in the Profperity of his Servants. 

But while We are feated on this Mount, our 
Situation reminds Us of (what You juft now 
mentioned) the grand Conference relating to 
the Death of CJ?iJJ5r:— A Bufinefs, which 
you have indeed accounted for; but in a Man- 
ner, that may be thought not the moft honour^ 
able to the divine Attributes. 

Afp. I have reprefented it, as a Ranfom for 
our Souls, and a Sacrifice for our Sins. If 
You difapprove my Account, be pleafed to 
favour me with your own. — ^For what Pur- 
pofe, according to your Opinion, did that evcr- 
bleffed Perfon die ? 

I'ber. To confirm the Truth of his Do£bine, 
and leave Us a Pattern of the moft perfcft 
Refignation, 

K4 4». 
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Afp. Thefe are truly noble Ends ; yet thefe, 
though noble, were not the onfyy were not the 
principal Defigns of that great Event. For^ 
upon fuch a Suppofition, where is the Diffe- 
rence htVNttvi the Death of CHRIST^ and the 
Death of the Martyrs ? They confirmed the 
Truth of the GofpeL" In their Sufferings was 
Goodnefs and Obedience ; the fame in Quality, 
though not in Degree. — Upon fuch a Suppo- 
fition, what Benefit could the antient Patriarchs 
receive from the REDEEMER ? Since None 
could be improved by the Example of his Pa- 
tience, or the Pattern of his Obedience, till 
they were aflually exhibited. — Or how could 
CHRIST be flriled. Tie Lamb fiain from the 
Toimdation of the World "^f The Advantages of 
Whofe Death, commenced from the very Be- 
ginning, as they will be prolonged even to the 
End of Time. 

Not to depend on confequential Arguments^ 
let Us hear the eocprefs Declaration of our di- 
vine Matter Himielf : This is my Bloody which 

is fie d for wh^t ? To give Credibility to 

my Gofpel, or yield an Example of intire Re- 
fignation ? Rattier — for the RemrJJion of Sins -f. 
Will any Orie attempt to make. The Remif- 
fion of Sins, and the Propofal of a Patterni 
or the Raitification of a Doftrine, fynonifhous 
Serins F^^They, ^ho can torture aiid trahf- 

Unute 

I^Reu. xiii. 8. t Matt. xxvi. 28. 
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mute the genuine Senfe of Words, at this 
extraordinary rate, may metamorpbofe any Ejc- 
preffion into any Meaning. 

If then We would confider our LORD'S 
Death, in its due Amplitude ; Wjc muft confider 
it, both as a Pattern of Piety, and as a Ran^ 
fom for Sinners. We muft neither feparate 
nor confound thefe very diftin£l, yet veiy con- 
fiftent EfFe6ts. 

Tber. Is it not inconfiftent with the acknow- 
ledged Principles of Juftice, That the Innocent 
fhouid be punifhed, inftead of the Offender ? 

Jfp. If the innocent Perfbn has an abjohoe 
Power over his own Life 5 nmlUngly fubftitutes 
Himfelf in the Place of the GuUty; and, by 
his vicarious Sufferings, fully anfwers all tlw 
Purpofes of a righteous Governnient 5 — ^In this 
Cafe, which was liie Cafe with our LORD, I 
fee not the leaft Repugtiancy to the Rides cf 
Juftice. 

The Bible, that authentic Tranfcript of the 
Counfels of Heaven, avows ; and, by avowing, 
vindicates the Pra6tice. Tbe LORD bath laid 
on Him the Iniquity of Us all^ : when all We 

lUce 

* I/ai. liii. 6. *13 J^J&il fnade tomiet^ctfiittupm^ lAMi 
hoftik, yindiSive Manner ; wtdi a Defign to ttd^ Venge- 
ance, or inflid Death s as an armed Man fidb upon his Ene- 
my, or a fierce Lion on the helplefs Lamb. This is by te 
the moft ufiial Signification of the Phrafe. 

I could not obferve, without Surorife and Sorrow, -the latft 
Atlmipt of a learned Writer» to mterpfet^wi^ theFom 
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like Sheep had gone aftray, and were expofed 
to the Stroke of Vengeance, as tliofe wandring 
Creatures to the ravenous Beaft; the good 
Shepherd interpofed, and the jufl GOD made 
that Vengeance to fall upon Him, which muft 

otherwife have been executed upon Us. He 

fufferedy 

and Spirit of this Text. He fays, " the Word We tranflatc 
•' hath laidy is the fame that We render meetj Exod. xxiii. 4, 
•* If Thou meet thine Enemiis Ox or jifs going aftray^ thoujhalt 
** Jurely bring them back to Him again. And the Meaning is, 
*« By Him the LORD hath catted to meet^ and flop the In!- 
** quities of Us all, wherein we hive wandered from Him.** 

Not to inquire, whether the Language be confonant to 
Grammar ; I (hall only examine, whether the Senfe is fuit- 
able to Scripture. According to this Gentleman's Idea, the 
Prophet's Dofirine is as follows j ** Our Sins were running 
•* away, like a ftray Sheep, or like a wandering Ox. But 
** they were met by CHRIST; who gracioufly turned them 
** back, and reftored them to their rightful Owner." — To 
avoid this glaring Impropriety, our Author has added a kind 
of Salvo ; *' to turn Us back to Himfelf, vdio is the Shep- 
** herd of Souls." But this is to depart from the Prophet's 
Subjefi 5 who is fpeaking not of Us, but of our Iniquities. 
This is to depart from the Tenour of his own Explication : 
If He adheres to the Clue, which He borrows from the Book 
of Exodus^ what I have reprefented, is the unavoidable Con- 
fequence. 

See ! to what wretched Shifts, dlfhonourablc to the Word 
of GOD, and even to the Art of Criticifm, They muft have 
recourfe ! Who refufe to acknowledge, the real Subjlitution 
of CHRISTin OUT Stead, and the proper Atonement made by his 
Death. — How much more like a true Critic, and like a real 
Chriftian,has Vitringa explained the Paifage ! Cum Nos injlar 
Ovium difperfarum ejfemus in Erroribusy & Poena Criminum 
noftrorum^ inftar Lupi aut Beftia voracis Nos perfequeretur ad 
Exitium: intervenit fervus JEHOVM juflus, quiillam Pae^ 
nam in fe fufcepit \ in quern irruit ad Necem ufque ^ quiquiodes 
ffitdius inter Pcnum (k NoSy eandem Poenam tulit^ (^ Nos ak 
JS^ti0 vindicavit. 
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Jufered, fays the Apoftle, the Jujl for the Un- 
jufi * ; that^ by expiating our Guilt, He might 
bring Us to GO D — ^now, to his gracious Fa- 
vour — thereafter, to his blifsful Prefence. 

You will permit me to add a Paffage, from 
our common Favourite Milton. Becaufe, it is 
no lefi beautiful in itfelf, than it is pertinent 
to the Occafion. — MeJJiah^ pleading in behalf 
of fallen Man, thus addrelles his Almighty 
FATHER; 

Man^ dead in Sins and lojij 

Atonetnent for Himfelf or Offering meet 
(Indebted and undone I) hath none to bring. 
Behold Me then I Me for Him ! Life for Life 
I offer. On me let thine Anger fall. 
Account me Man : I for his Sake will leave 
iTy Bofom^ and this Glory next to T^ee 
Freely put off% and for Him laftly die 
WelUpleaid'y tm me let Death wreak all his 
Rage -f-. 

^her. The fine Imagination of a Poet, will 
hardly pafs for a dccifive Argument. When 
We are fearching after Truth, We muft attend 
to the DiSiates of Reafmy not follow the Vaga^ 
ries of Fancy. And Reafbn, A/pafo, remon- 
ftrates againft your Notion of a vicarious Sa- 
crifice. Reafon ! that primary Guide, and final 
Teft, both in difcovering and determining the 
3enfe of Scripture. 

« I Pit. uL 18. t Afiftw. 6. m. *3Z' 
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jifp. Suppofe You then, my deaf Tberan^ 
that None are in Polfeffion of Reafon^ but the 
Pupils of SocinuSy and the Zealots for Deifm ? 
Or, that None make ufe of Reafon, in their 
religious Inquiries, but Men of tl:us Mould ? 

Wrmg not the CbriJUariy think not Reafon yours ; 
*7/5 Reafon our great Mafter holds Jo dear , 
'Tis Reafon'5 injured Rights his Wrath refents ; 
*7/V Reafon'i Voice obeyd his Glories crown, 
trough Reafon'i Wounds alone thy Faith can 
die^. 

Poets, You fee, are far from difclaiming 
Reafon. Equally far is Chriftianity from dif- 
carding the ^^fr, Xht fanEliJiedVk of this noble 
Faculty. When Redbn is under the Influence 
andDireaion of the divine SPIRIT, We have 
the fame high Opinion of her Excellence, as 
You. And, when thus regulated,We have, I am 
perfuaded, the Sanftion of her Authority, for 
all our Sentiments. 

Reafon, as She operated in the Sages of the 
Heathen World, inftead of rejefting, approved 
and adopted this very Scheme. Approved it,' 
even imder die Difadvantage of a mutilatedy 
^di^igured^ and extremely impaired Form, The 
current Language of the Clailic Authors, and 
ttfanoft every Hiftorian oi Greece and Romcy arc 
Vouchers for the Truth of this Obfervation •f-. 

—As 

^ .Nigbt'ThoughtSy N°IV. 

t SiitbcribUt inJ)iBif^SB^ia,.pagi^i 
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—As the Gentiles were unanimous in the Cu- 
ftom of offering Sacrifices, and equally unani- 
mous in fuppofmg their vicarious Nature, ic^ 
alfo are the Jewijh Writers. 

Ther. What Man of Senfe, pays any Re- 
gai'd to the Jewijh Writers ? Legendary they 
are, and extravagant to the laft Degree. Do- 
tards I might call them, rather than Writers. 

Jfp. They are, I believe, extravagant enough 
in their Comments upon Scripture. But they 
relate, vyrith fufficient Exadlnefs and Fidelity, 
the prevailing Belief oi their Nation. In this 
Cafe, their Teftimony is as unexceptionable ; 
as in the other, their Notions are chimerical. 
— ^Now, had it been a miftaken Belief, furely 
our blefled LORD, that infallible Judge, and 
impartial Reprover, would have teftified his 
Difapprobation of it Surely his Difciples, 
who were aftuated by the unerring and un^ 
daunted Spirit of their Matter, would have en- 
tered their Proteft againft it. Surely St. Pauly 
in his Epiftle to that very People, and in his 
Treatife on that very Subjeft, would, have fet 
Himfclf to reBify fuch an Error; and have 
weeded out the Tares, before He fowed tlie 
good Seed. But there is not the lead Hint of 
this Kind, in all the Difcoilrfes of our SAVI- 
OUR, or in all the Writings of his Apoftles. 

They fpeak to a People, who were accu- 
ftomed to look upon their Sacrifices, as piacu- 

lar 
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lar Oblations*, and a typical Expiation of 
Guilt. They fpeak of our R E D E E M E R's 
Crucifixion, and the Benefits of his Death, in 
the facrificial Terms, that were of current Ufe^ 
and ejiabltjhed Signification. If therefore the 
popular Opinion was improper, their Manner 
of Expreffion and Addrefs, muft be calculated 
rather to authenticate Error, than to propagate 
Truth. — So that, I thinks even the Silence of 
the infpired Penmen on this Occafion, is but 
little irierior to a loud Atteftation. Did they 
only fay nothing againfi the Doflrine of Satis- 
faction by Sacrifice 3 it would, in efFeft, and 
Circumftances confidered, bfe' faying Abun- 
dance yir it, — But they are very copious and 
^explicit upon the Point. 
/ ^her. Where are they fo copious ? If You 
/. have fuch a Heap of their Allegations, it will 
* be eafy to pick out a few, and give Us a Spe- 
cimen. 

Afp. It is as eafy, Tberon^ as it is delight- 
ful. — Mejjiabjkall be cut ofi\ fays the Prophet 
Daniel^ but not for Himfelf^. — For whom then, 
and for What ? Ifaiab informs Us concerning 
both : For the Tranfgrejfion of my People was He 
firieken J. — Becaufe, this is an Article of the 
laft Importance, it is repeated, it is confiim- 
ed, it is explained, with* the moft remarkable 

Par- 

* This, I think, is inconteftably proved by Outramy in his. 
Trcatife De Sacrtficiis. 
t Dan. ix. 26. % Ifa. liii. 8. 
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Particularity : He was wounded for our Tranfgref- 
jiom \ He was bruifedfor our Iniquities ; the Chaf- 
tifement of our Peace was upon Hinty and with his 
Stripes We are healed"^. — Our LORD himfelf 
aflerts the fame Truth in the very fame Style ; 
/ am the good Shepherd^ and lay dawn my Life for 
the Sheep f . — St. PW, in a Multitude of Paf- 
fages, fets his Seal to this momentous Do6trine. 

St. Peter maintains it, in very forcible 

Words ; Who bis own Self bare our Sins in his 
cwn Body on the T'ree J. 

The facred Writers not only affert this ca- 
pital Article, but ufe every Diverfity of Speech, 
in order to give it the fulle/l Evidence, and the 
firongefi Eftablifhment. He made Reconciliation 
for the Sins of the People I JESUS CHRISt 
the Righteous is the Propitiation for our Sins §• 
He loved Usy and wafhed JJsfrom our Sins in his 
cwn Bloody. He was made Sin for Us^ though 
He knew no Sin **• 

n^er. No body makes any Objeftion to thefc 
Texts. But the Senfe, the true Senfe of fuch 
Phrafes, is the Thing in Queftion. 

* Ifai. liii. 5. f John x. 15. 

X I Pit. ii. 24. Very forcible Words indeed.— —Oc— 
auTOC — afAciolix; fiji4«v — fv tw cooiAotn «utk — He bare— //«»- 
felfh^LTC — our Sins — in his own Body. Particularly intendedt 
One would imagine, to make the Article of our LOR D's 
vicarious Sufferings, clear beyond all Mifapprehenfion, and 
/ure beyond all Doubt. 

I Hib. ii. 17. § I John ii. 2. « RiV* i. 5: 

•♦ 2 Cor, V. 21. 



144 DIALOGUE IV. 

Ajp. What You call ^be S^wjiion^ to me ap- 
pears fo plain, as not to want a Decifion, or 
admit of a Doubt. 

However, (ince You leem to demand a m- 
ttcal Scrutiny^ it will not be thought pedantic, 
if I make an Obfei-vation or two upon the ori- 
ginal Languages. The Cbajlifement of our 

Peace^ \idjtlf noiD The Punifhment neceflary 
to obtain our Peace, was inflidled upon Him. 
The Prophet confiders GOD, under the Cha- 
rafter of a righteous Judge, infilling upon 
Satisfaftion to his violated Law. Which be- 
Wig thoroughly made, his Juftice acquiefces j 
He has no farther Demand ; but is reconciled 
to the Offender. Thus Peace is made by tbe 
Shod of the Grafs'^. 

He gave Himfelf amXvr^ov vm^ -f*, A Ranfom 
for AH. If this does not imply the Notion of 
^icariousy I very much queftion, whether Lan- 
guage itfelf can exprefs it. — Avr^ov, is a Ran-- 
fom ; which conveys a vicarious Senfe, in its 
moft common and authorized Acceptation. — 
AvTi, which is equivalent to in/ieady ftill more 

fully afcertains and ftrengthens the Idea. 

T^6f , which is tranflated for^ and denotes a 
Subftitution of One in the Place of Another J ; 

this 

'^ CoLi. 20. t I Tim.xu 6. 

% AiojAAti uwif XfirB, H^ebefeech Tou in CHRISTsJleiul. 
7. Cor. V. 20. — Iva Min^ cs ^laxovn /^oi, That in thy Stead 
Hi might have minSJierid unto me. Philem. vcr. 13. As I was 

CQft- 
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this added to all, renders the Expreflion as de- 
terminate and emphatical for the Purpofe, as 
Words can poflibly be. 

Shall I argue from a more obvious Topic, 
which has no fuch Dependence on the precifc 
Significancy of the Original ? — Surely , fa,ys the 
Prophet ; He fpeaks with Vehemence, as of an 
Affair that is very iveigbfy. He fpeaks with 
Confidence, as of a Fa6l that is very certain : 
He bath borne our Grief Sy and carried our Sor^ 
rows *. What can this mean, but He hath 
taken upon Himfelf that Affliction, and thofe 
Mifcries, wliich properly belonged to Us ?^— 
Let us read on, and this Meaning will prefent 
itfelf, in the cleareft View. JVe did efieem Him 
firicken, fmitten of GOD, and affiiSied: We 
took Him for a real Malefaftor, and thought 

that 

confidcrihg the Force of this Argument, a certain four-look- 
ing gloomy Perfon came in my way \ and defined, I would 
introduce Him to Theron and Afpafto^ as an Evidence for fix- 
ing the Signification of the Prepofition u^;^, when fpoken of 
the Death of CHRIST.— I muft confcfs, I did not like his 
Appearance, at the firft fight ; and do not know, that any 
body has made ufe of Him, on this Occafion. But St. John 
ftood by, and faid ; ** Introduce Him. He prophecies in this 
** Inftance." — Perhaps, the Reader is at a lofs to guefs, 
ffT}am I mean. To keep Him no longer in Sufpcnce, I mean 
Cdiaphas theHi^h^Prieft. — He bears the followingTeftimony ; 
It is expedient for Us, that one Man die FOR 
THE People, and that the whole Nation perish 
not. — Now, as to perijb fignifies, not only to die, but to 
die miferably ; if One dies for all, that all may not die mi- 
ferablv, I cannot but think. He muft die INSTEAD of All. 
Sec Jobn xi. 50. 

♦ ^/. liii.4. 

Vol. I. L 
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that He was puniflied for his own Mifconduft. 
In oppofition to which injurious and falfe Sur- 
mife, it is added; But He was wounded for our 
^ranfgrejfions^ He was bruifed for our Iniquities. 
—May I not here borrow the Prophet's Lan- 
guage, and fay with an Air of Certainty? 
Surely y this is the plained Proof in the World, 
that our Sins were the meritorious Caufe of 
CHRISTs Sufferings. And if our Sins were 
the meritorious Caufe of his Sufferings, our 
Guilt mufl be charged upon Him, and pu- 
nifhed in Him. 

St. Paul affirms. That CHRIST has delivered 
Us from the Curfe of the Law *. How ? By 
taking our Place, and enduring what We de- 
ferved. Or, as the Apoflle Himfelf fpeaks, to 
the fame Effeft, but in a much more empha- 
tical Manner, by being made a Curfe for Vs. 
Does not this evidently denote both a Com- 
mutation of Perfons, and a Tranflation of 
Punifhment ? He fufiered, who was inno- 
cent ; not We^ who are guilty. — ^He alfo fuf- 
fered that very Sentence, which the Law de- 
nounced on Us. For, it is written, Curfed is 
every One that continuetb not in all Things -f ; to 
this We were obnoxious. It is written again, 
Curfed is every One that hangeth on a Tree%i to 
this CHRIST fubmitted. And if CHRIST 
endured that very Curfe, which We deferved : 

if. 
• GaLia. 13. f ^tut. xxvu. 26. t Gal iii. 13. 
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if, by this means, He deHvered Us from all 
Malediftion : either this muft be fufFering in 
our Stead* ^ or elfe Nothing can be called by that 
Name. 

Shall I defcend lower ftill, and refer our 
Point to the Determination of illiterate Men ? 
— Aik any of your Tenants, What Ideas arife 
in their Minds, upon the Perufal of the afore- 
mentioned Texts ? — I dare venture to foretel, 
that, artlefs and unimproved as their Under- 
ftandings are, they will not hejitate for an An- 
fwer. They will neither complain of Obfcu- 

rity, 

• ** This, fays Dr. Souths in his fmart Manner, is fpokc 
** fo plain and loud by the univerfal Voice of the whole Book 
** of GOD, that Scripture muft be crucified as well as 
«* CHR I STy to give any other tolerable Senfe of the Ex- 
** prciEons."— — And not Scripture only, but the common 
Import of Language. What fays Mezentius ? When his Son, 
interpofmg in his Behalf, is (lain by ^neas. 

Pro me hoftili paterer fuccedere Dextra 

^em genu! ? Tuane nac Genitor per Vulnera fervor ? 

Morie tud vivens f 
Here, the Father \sfaved hy his Son's ff'ounds; lives by his 
Son's Death, How, and in what Manner ? By a Subftitu- 
tion of One inftead of the Other ; by the Son's fuffering^ 
what muft otherwife have fallen upon the Father. — Should 
the Socinsan Interpreters try the fame Experiment on thefc 
Lines of Virgil^ which they make upon Paflages of a parallel 
Signification in Scripture ; is there a Critic in the whole 
World, that could approve^ that could endure^ fuch flagrant 
Violations of Grammar, Senfe, and Tafte? — Yet I believe, 
there is no fincere Chriftian, but would readily and gratefully 
fay; 

■■ — Pro me ultrici fuccedere Dextra 

DignaJH.Tua CHRISTE DEUS per Fuhera fervor s 
Jlfcrti tud vivens. 

L 2 
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rity, nor afk the Afiftance of Learning. But 
will immediately difcern in all thefe Paffages, a 
gracious REDEEMER fufFering in their Stead ; 
and, by his bitter, but expiatory Paffion, pro- 
curing the Pardon of all their Sins. — Nay 
farther ; as they arc not accuftomed to the FL- 
neffes of Criticifm, I apprehend, they will be 
at a lofs to conceive, how it is pojfible to un- 
derftand fuch Paffages in any other Senfe. 

Say not, this is an improper Appeal; or 
thefe are incompetent Judges. The Scriptures , 
were written for their Edification ; not to ex- 
crcifc the Ingenuity of fubtle Difputants, but 
to inflxuft the meaneji of Mankind in the Way 
of Salvation. Therefore, on fundamental Ai- 
tides, We may affuredly conclude. The Ex- 
preflion will be cafy, and the Do6lrine perfpi- 
cuous : fo that He 'who runs may read^ and the 
Way-'faring Men^ though Fools *, Jhall not err 
therein. — And, though I am far from under- 
valuing the Aids of Literatuie, yet, upon thofc 
"momentous Subjects, which are infeparably 
connefted with our eternal Felicity, I cannot 
but regard the common Senfe of plain, feri- 
ous, humble Chriftians, as the very beji of 
Critics. 

Ther. 

* Ifai. XXXV. 8. The Word Fooh^ feems to denote Perfons 

. cSJlow Underftanding, and ^/w// Apprehenfion ; as Luke xxiv.- 

25. Or clfc it fignifies Thofe, who, for want of a cultivated 

Education and the Ornaments of Literature, are accounted 

Fools by the Sons of Science j as i Cor. i, 27. 
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l%er. It has been faid by a learned Critic, 
That vicaiious Punifhment or Suffering, gives 
us too low Ideas of the Son of GOD, as it 
finks them to the Pain and Suffering of a Ma- 
lefaftor, the very meaneft Idea We can have 
of them. 

Afp. The Idea is "plainly fuggefled by the 
Word of Prophecy, and fupported by the At- 
teflation of facred Hiftory. In thatit vsras fore- 
told, and in this it is recorded, That He was 
numbered with Tranfgrejfors^. — ^To this Pur- 
pofe fpeaks St. Pauly though fomewhat more 
cautioufly than your Critic. He was made, not 
indecd^njidl Flefh, but in the Likenefs of fmful 
Flefhs and, though perfe6lly innocent, was 
left to endure the Vengeance due to the vileft 
Mifcreant. 

Yes, my dtzx T^eron I that glorious Perfon, 
whom the higheft Angel adores, fufferedy as 
if He had been the Criminal^ the Pain and 
Punijhmentj which We^ or equivalent to that 
which We^ the real Criminalsy Jhould havefuffer^ 

ed. If, to confider this, gives Us a low 

Idea; if, to fuffcr this, was a ^^^ Abafement ; 
how exceedingly high^ and how immenfely 
grandy is the Goodnefs and the Grace mani- 
fefted therein ! The lower You draw the Ar- 
row on the String, the loftier Flight it makes 
in the Sky. And the greater our L O R D's 

Hur 

• Ifm. liii, Z2; Luh xxii. 37; 

L3 
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Humiliation for Us, the more wonderful and 
adorable his Love to Us. 

T^ber. As there cannot be a vicarious Guilt, 
or as no One can be guilty in the Stead of 
Another, fo there cannot be a vicarious Pu- 
nifhment, or no One can be puniftied inilead 
pf Another. Becaufe Punifhment, in its very 
Nature, connotes Guilt in the Perfon who 
bears it. 

Afp. If You mean by Guilt, the Confciouf- 
nefs of having committed a Sin, and the inter- 
nal Defilement confequent upon it, We never 
(uppok fucb a vicarious Guilt. It is never af- 
firmed, that CHRIST was flung with the Re- 
morfe, or ftained with the Pollution, of the 
adulterous David^ the perfidious Peter ^ and 
the perfecuting Saul. But, that He was treated 
by the righteous GOD, as if He had perpe- 
trated thefe, and all the Crimes of all Believ- 
ers, either in the paft or fucceeding Ages. 

If by Guilt Yqju mean, The Charge of a cri- 
minal Aftion, and The Obligation to fuffer Pe- 
nalty, your Affertion is nothing more than 
begging the Queflion. It nakedly affirms the 
very Thing in Debate. And bare Affirma- 
tions, unfupported by Evidence, are feldom 

admitted as decifive Proofs. We, on the 

other Hand, affirm, That all our criminal Ac- 
tions were charged upon CHRIST-, and that 
He fuffi^red the Punifhment, which they de- 

fcrved. 
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fei-ved. The former of thefe, is notfo properly 
called vicarious Guilt, as real Guilty contra£led 
by One, imputed to Another. The latter Wc 
readily allow to be vicarious Punijhmenty fu- 
flained in their Stead, whofe GuUt was im- 
puted. — ^For both thefe Points, We have the 
Authority of Truth itfelf, fpeaking in the 
Scriptures. I'be LORD laid on Him the Ini" 
quities of Us all-, here is the Imputation. 
CHR IS T has redeemed Us from the Curfe of the 
Lawy being made a Curfe for Us\ here is the vi- 
carious Punifhment, And You know, to what 
Cafmfts We fubmit the Interpretation of thefe 
Texts — common Senfe, and an honeft Heart. 
,^ l}>er. Is not t\i\s Jhocking to fuppofe? horrid 
to affirm ? If Guilt was really imputed to 
CHRISTy then Punifhment was his Due— rju- 
ftice might infift upon it — ^And He could not 
efcape it. 

ui^. To fuppofe this, is fo far from fhock- 
ing my Apprehenfion, that it appears, even on 
your own Principles, right and neceflary.—— 
Rigbty becaufe Punifhment, as You yourfclf 
" have declared, always connotes Guilt; I would 
add, either contraded, or at leafl imputed. 
And indeed the Sufferings of CHRiST' could 
not be of a penal Nature, unlefs He endured 
them as under a Charge of Guilt. — ^It is necef* 
fary to fuppofe this, otherwife how will You 
vindicate the Juflice of GOD ? He bid hi* 

Lr 4 Sword 
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^ Sword awake, and fmite * the blefled JESUS. 
But fhall the Judge of all the Earth Jo wrong ? 
Shall He fmite, where there is nothing but In- 
nocence ? No Guilt, either perfonal or imput- 
ed? That be far from Him ! The Thought be 
far from Us ! 

Whereas, upon this Suppofition, it becomes 
zjuji ^xiA righteous T\{\r\g, That GOD fliould 
inflia, and that CHRIST fliould fuftain, the 
mofl: rigorous Punifliment. And I do not know, 
•but this might be the Caufe of our LORD'S Si- 
lence, when He was accufed at Pilate s Bar, and 
at Herod s Judgment-Seat. It is probable, He 
confidered Jj|imfelf as fl:anding before a higher 
Tribunal j TOd refponfible to eternal Juftic^ 
•for the criminal Aftions of all his People. In 
this. Situation, and in this Capacity, clear Him- 
felf of perfonal Demerit He could ; clear him- 
felf of imputed Guilt He could not. Therefore 
He was dumb; He opened not his Mouth. 
For though, as the Son of the moft high GOD, 
Glory and Immortality were his undoubted 
Right; yet, as the Surety for fmful Men, Tri- 
bulation and Death were his condign Portion. 

And why fliould this be thought fliocking ? 
It is not the leaft Derogation to the tranfcen- 
dent Excellency of CHRIST. It cafts not the 
leafl: Stain on the unfpotted San6lity, either of 
his Nature, or his Life. To bear Sin, as a 

"VO^ 
♦ Zecb. xiii, 7. 
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voluntary Surety, is infinitely different from com- 
miting it, as an aSiual Tranfgreffor. To fay, 
that CHRIST* vi^s punifhed for any Irregula- 
rity of bis awn, would be falfe, impious, and 
horrid. To fay, that He was charged with 
our Guilt, and endured the Punifhment due^— 
in the plain and full Senfe of the Word /&f— 
to our Sins 5 is fo far from being injurious to 
his Dignity, that it pays the proper Honour to 
his mediatorial Undertaking. It pays Him the 

Honour of the higheft Obedience to his 

F A T H E R's WiU— the deepeft HumUiation 
of his own illuftrious Perfon — and the moft 
boundlefs Benevolence to Mankind. 

T%er. GOD is Love, Afpajio, all Love. 
Whereas You would— 

Afp. I do not often interrupt my Friend's 
Difcourfe. But I cannot forbear interpofing 

a Query, on this Occafion. Is there, then, 

no juft Difpleafure in the DEITY? What 
meaneth that folemn Denunciation of the fu- 
preme Lawgiver ? 7^^ Anger of f be LORD 
/hallfmoie againji tbatMan *. — ^What meaneth 
that awfiil Declaration of the Apoftle ? He 
Wratb of GOD is revealed from Heaven, upon 
all Ungodlinefs and Unrighteoufnefs of Men +.— 
Or, in what Senfe are We to explain that 
alarming Interrogatoiy of the Prophet ? Wbo 

can 

f Diut. xxis. 20. t ^»« 1* <8« 
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can JIand before his Indignation? And who can 
abide in the Piercenefs of bis Anger ^? — Whence 
could thofe avenging Vilitations proceed, which 
^ftroyed Sodom and Gomorrab with a Tempeft 
of Fire -f ? Which fwept away fo many Thou- 
lands of the polluted Ifraelites with a raging 
Peftilence % ? And configned over fo many 
Millions || of rebellious Angels to Chains of 
Darknefs ? 

Surely, ^eron, if there be any determinate 
Signification in Language ; if any Leilbn to 
be learnt from the mofl tremendous Judg- 
ments; it is. That the LORD, though free 
from all the Difcompofure of Paffion, is never- 
theleis angry witbtbe Wicked %i and will make 
impenitent Sinners feel the EfFcfts of his wife 
and holy Indignation* 

Tber. Does not your Doftrine rcprefent the 
all-merciful GOD, as a rigorous Being ? Who> 

when 

• Nah. i. 6. t G«r. xix. 24. J Num. xxv. 9. 

I ASUims — The Number of the fallen Angels is no where 
fpeciiied ; and the Veil fits deep upon the fpiritual World \ 
lb that We can fee no farther, than Revelation has difco* 
vered. Yet, I think, there is fufficient Room to ground a 
Coryediurey upon the Reply which one of thofe execrable 
Apoftates made to our LORD. My Name is LegUn ; (a 
Word fignifying a great Multitude, five or fix tboufand)y#r 
Wi cri many. If fa many were employed in tempting and 
tormenting 2.JmgU Perfon, what Armies, what Myriads of 
thofe inviuble Enemies, muft exift through untverfailiztuxe. ! 
—It is an awful Thought ; and fhould make Us fly to our 
^vinc Proteaor, and Almighty Deliverer. Sec Mori v. 9% 
and 2 Pet. ii. 4. 

§ P/al. vik X !• Dent. ix. 8. 



D I A L O G U E IV. 155 

when once difpleafed, will hardly be pacified? 
Whereas, the LORD himfelf declares by his 
Prophet; Fury is not in me. — ^Men of fatyrical 
Wit would be apt to infinuate. That You had 
miflaken JEHOVAH iov Moloch i and was 
cre6ling a Chriftian Church in the Valley of 
the Son of Hinnom. 

AJp. We take our Reprefentations of GOD^ 
not from the vain Conjeflures of Men, but 
from the Records of infallible Truth. There 
he is defcribed, as a righteous GOD ; z,jealoii9 
♦GOD; and, to €hrift-lefs Sinners, a cm^ 
fuming Fire -f. Though wonderfully conde- 
fcending, yet tranfcendently majeflic. Info- 
much, that none of the fallen Race are ad- 
mitted to approach his Throne, but only through 
the Intervention of a greaft MEDIATOR J; 
and, without ftiedding of Blood, even the 
Blood of a Perfon higher than the Heavens^ 
there is no Remijpon || of any Offences. 

Yet in all this, there is not the Icaft Tinc- 
ture of Fury. Fury implies an immoderate 
Degree of Refcntment, that will hearken to 
no Reafoning, and accede to no Terms. The 
Gofpel Account proves, even to a Demonftra- 
tion, that this has no Plape in the divine Na^^ 
ture. So far from it, that GOD, though 
highly provoked^ has provided an Atonement 

-«^-h|it 

• Bx$d. XX. 5; t A*- xil 29* t Jolm xhr. 6f 

I Hih. ix. 22. HA. vii. 26, 
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—has made Overtures of Reconciliation to 

•his difobedient Creatures ^has even befougbt * 

a guilty World, to accept of Forgivenefs. 
So that the Infinuations of your fatyrical Gen- 
tlemen, are as egregioufly miftaken, as they 
are fhockingly worded. 

You are a Man of Senfe, ^beron ; and efteem 
that Charadler, far above the idle Reputation 
of a Wit. As fuch, let me aflc You ferioufly ; 
Is it not for the Honour of the divine Ma- 
jefly, to exercife Jujiicey as vaU* as Mercy ? 
Always to pardon, and never to. punifh, would 
be Tamenefsy rather than Benignity, a Renun- 
ciation of Holinefs, rather than a Dilplay of 
Goodnefs. — Or, can it be right in Us^^^lB •ex- 
travagantly to magnify the amiable, as to de- 
preciate, nay even annihilate, the awful At- 
tributes of the DEITY ? — This, fays a Poet, 
is the Theology, not of Chriftians, but of In- 
fidels ; 

Who 

♦ 2 Cor. V. 20. It was an Inftance of fingular Compaf- 
fion in the bleffed GOD, that, though offended With Job'% 
Friends, He admitted of a Sacrifice, and directed ihtm to an 
Intcrceflbr ; both tjrpical d CHRIST JESUS. But what 
vnparaUelid Conde(cenfion, and divinely tender Mercies, are 
difplayed in this Verfe! As though GOD did hefeech Tou iy 
Us : m pray Tou in CHRIST sjlead, be ye reconciled to GOD. 
—Did the Judge ever befeech a condemned Criminal, to 
accept of "Pardon? Does the Creditor befeech a ruined 
Debtor, to receive an Acquittance in full ? Yet our At- 
mighty LORD, and our eternal ]udge^ not only vouchfafes 
to offer thefe Bleffings, but invites Us— intreats Us— with 
^e moft tender and repioted Importunity folicits Us^not to 
rejeAthem! 



\ 
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Wbofet at Odds Heavens jarring Attributes^ 
And with one Excellence another wound i 
Maim Heavens PerfeSiion^ break its equal 
Beams, 

Bid Mercy triumph over GOD himfelf, 

Undeijied by their opprobrious Praife : 
A GOD all Mercy is a GOD unjujl*. 

Tier. But We have lately been told, that 
the pardoning Grace of the Lawgiver is not 
obftrudled by any Demands of Law and Jus- 
tice. For He can fet them afide. 

Aff>. What ! Set afide a Law, that is holy, 

righteous, and good! Set afide a Juftice, 

that is eternal, inflexible, and infinite ! St. 

Paul gives a very different Solution of this 

Difficulty. He tells Us not that GOD fet 

ajide his Law and his Juftice ^but that He 

Jet forth the blefled JESU^ for a Propitiation^ 
through Faith in his Blood: vdth this exprefs 
Defign, that He might declare his Righteoufnefs'f*, 
might demonftrate, not only his Clemency, 
but his Juftice ; even that vindiSiive Juftice, 
whofc eflential Charafter and principal Office 
is, to punifti Sin. 

This feems to be the Import of the Word 
Righteoufnefs, in the prefent Connedion. And, 
I think, more than feems, if We confult the 
following Verfe : Tb declare, I fay, at this Ttime 

bis 

• Ni^t-Thoughts, N* IV. t Rm^ i". 25. 
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his Rigbteoufnefs ; that He might bejuji ♦, eyi- 
dcnce Himfelf to be ftriftly and inviolably 
righteous, in the Adminiftration of his Go- 
vernment ; even while He is the all-forgiving 
gracious Jujiijier of the Sinner that believetb in 
JESUS. — ^According to this Plan, Mercy and 
^ruth meet together ; Right eoufnefs and Peace kifs 
each other -f: all the Attributes harmonize; 
every Attribute is glorified j and not one fuper- 
feded, no, nor fo much as clouded, 

T'her^ If fome are verging to one Extreme, 
are not you inclining to the other ? Our Ears 
tingle, and our Blood runs chill, at the very 
Thoughts of fo fevere a Vengeance, executed 

on an Objeft fo worthy and illujirious. Be- 

fidcs, how can We fuppofe, that the beneficent 
CREATOR and PRESERVER of Men, 
fhould take Pleafure in the Suflferings of the 
mofi: unblameable Perfon, that ever exifted ? 
Elpecially, fmce He himfelf has made this 
tender Declaration \ I will have Mercy y and not 
Sacrifice J* 

j^p. A tender Declaration indeed it is : fig- 
nifying, that GOD is better pleafed with the 
Duties of Humanity and Charity, than vdth 

the 

♦ Ram. ill. 26. The Attribute of Juftice jw^ be pre-^ 
ftrved inviolate. And inviolate it is preferved, if there wa» 
» real Infliaion of Punifhment on our SAVIOUR. No- 
thing elfe can thoroughly clear up this great Evangelical 

Jp«nMbur-*JuST, YET JUSTIFIER OF THE UNGODLY { , 

t /yW. hoDCV. 10. X Man. ix. 11. 
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the moft cofHy and pompous Train of Sacri- 
fices. Nay, that He will even dijpenfe with 
the Obfervance of bis own ceremonial Inftitu- 
tions, when they interfere with our Exercife 
of Beneficence One to another. Thus refigning 
(fo admirable is his Goodnefs !) the Services 
due to Himfelf, for the Benefit and Comfort 
of his Creatures. — ^But all this has no Sort df 
Relation to the Sacrifice of CHRIST: which 
was the nwft noble, and the moft acceptable 
Oblation, ever made to the King of Heaven. 

We are affured by a Prophet, That // 
pleafeJ the LORD /^ bruife his holy Child 
JESUS. GOD not only gave up his Son to 
Sufferings, but gave Him up with a divine 
Complacency *. — In like manner, the blefied 
JESUS addrefled Himfelf to the dreadful 
Talk, not only without Reluftance, but with 
the utmoft Alacrity f. I delight to do thy Will^ 

was 

• Dvome Complacency. — ^This is the Idea included in the 
original Word '^fln» Ifai. liii. 10. It correfponda with the 
Phrafc, ufcd by the Voice from Heaven, fU(roxt3(r«, Matt, 
iii. 17. Or, it maybe very exaftly tranflated by St. P^kTs 
beautiful Expreffion, iMa,^ri%Tot,iy Heb. xiii. 16. — And there- 
fore the great JEHOVAH is faid to fmell a fweet Savour^ 
or a Sceu9ur of Reft mrTJ IT*! in thofe Sacrifices, which 
prefigured the crucified 7£5I/5, Gen. viii. 2r. 

t Uttrnji Alacrity. — There is no Inconfiftency between this 
Aflcrtion, and our LORD's Supplication ; Father ^ if it be 
fcffibUy Ut this Cup fafi from me : neverthelefs^ not my WTsU^ 
but thine be done. Such a deprecatory Requeft, put up with 
fo much Eameftnefs, yet with fo much Submiffion, only 
fliews the extreme Severity of our REDEEMER'S Anguiih, 

and 
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bis Rigbfeoufnefs ; that He mtgbt bejuji ♦, eri- 
dence Himfelf to be ftriftly and inviolably 
righteous, in the Adminiftration of his Go- 
vernment ; even while He is the all-forgiving 
gracious Jujfifier of the Sinner that beltevetb in 
JESUS. — ^According to this Plan, Mercy and 
^rutb meet together ; Right eoujhefs and Peace kifs 
each other -f: all the Attributes harmonize; 
evefy Attribute is glorified ; and not one fuper- 
feded, no, nor fo much as clouded. 

^her^ If fome are verging to one Extreme, 
are not you inclining to the other ? Our Ears 
tingle, and our Blood runs chill, at the very 
Thoughts of fo fevere a Vengeance, executed 

on an Objeft fo worthy and illujirious. Be- 

fidcs, how can We fuppofe, that the beneficent 
CREATOR and PRESERVER of Men, 
fhould take Pleafure in the Suflferings of the 
moft unblameable Perfon, that ever exifted ? 
Elpecially, fmce He himfelf has made this 
tender Declaration ; / will have Mercy y and not 
Sacrifice X- 

Afp. A tender Declaration indeed it is : fig- 
nifying, that GOD is better pleafed with the 
Duties of Humanity and Charity, than with 

the 

♦ R(m. ill. 26. The Attribute of Juftice muji be pre-^ 
ftrved inviolate. And inviolate it is prefervcd, if there was 
» real Inflifiion of Punifhment on our SAVIOUR. No- 
thing elfe can thoroughly clear up this great Evangelical 
Paradox^JvsTy yet Justifier of the Ungodly { , 
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the moft cofHy and pompous Train of Sacri- 
fices. Nay, that He will even dijpenfe with 
the Obfervance of his own ceremonial Inftitu- 
tions, when they interfere with our Exercife 
of Beneficence One to another. Thus refigning 
(fo admirable is his Goodnefs !) the Services 
due to Himfelf, for the Benefit and Comfort 
of his Creatures. — ^But all this has no Sort d 
Relation to the Sacrifice of CHRIST: which 
was the nwft noble, and the moft acceptable 
Oblation, ever made to the King of Heaven. 

We are affured by a Prophet, That // 
pleafeJ the LORD to bruife his holy Child 
JESUS. GOD not only gave up his Son to 
Sufferings, but gave Him up with a divine 
Complacency *. — In like manner, the blefied 
JESUS addrefled Himfelf to the dreadful 
Talk, not only without Reluftance, but with 
the utmoft Alacrity f. I delight to do thy Will^ 

was 

• Divme Complacency, — ^This is the Idea included in the 
original Word '^Dn» Ifai- Ii»- 10. It correfponda with the 
Phrafc, ufcd by the Voice from Heaven, fU(roxu(r«, Matt. 



ill. 17. Or, it may be very exaftly tranflated by St. PaMt% 
beautiful Expreffion, fuagiriirai, Heb. xiii. i6. — And there- 
fore the great JEHOVAH is faid to fmell a fweet Savour, 



or a SoMur of Reft mrTJ IT*! in thofe Sacrifices, which 
prefigured the ciuc'ifKdJESUSj Gen. viii. 21. 

t Utmcft Alacrity. — There is no Inconfi/Uncy between this 
Aflcrtion, and our LORD's Supplication ; Father y if it he 
fcfftbUj let this Cup pafs from me: neverthelefiy not my WiU^ 
but thine be done. Such a deprecatory Requeft, put up with 
fo much Eameftnefs, yet with fo much Submiffion, only 
fliews the extreme Severity of our REDEEMER'S Anguiih, 

axid 
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his Favour, without any Propitiation ? — To 
deny this, would be to limit the HOLY ONE 
of Ifraei', and impofe Conditions on that un- 
controulable Sovereign, Who giveth not Account 
of any of his Matters. 

Afp. We need not embarrafs Ourfelves, by 
entering upon Inquiries, which jnay feem to lie 
beyond the Limits of human Underftanding. 
Enough for Us to know, that this Propitia- 
tion was abfolutely necejfary with regard to the 
firft Covenant. For, as GOD had folemnly 
declared. In the Day 7'hou eatejl thereof dying 
^tbou Jhalt die -, his Truth and Juftice flood 
engaged to execute the Threatening. And 
no fecond Adam could reftore the firft, but by 
taking this Curfe upon Himfelf. 

Die Many or Juftice muft \ unlefsfor Him 
Some Other abky and as willing^ pay 
The rigid Satisfa£iiony Death for Death *. 

Therefore the divine JESUSj who lay in 
the Bofom of the FATHER, and knew the 
Counfels of Heaven, fays, I'he Son of Man 
MUST be lifted up f on the Crofs. There was 

a 

♦ Mlton, B. III. 210. 

t John iii. 14. Afi t^v, &c. The fame ExprefEon is 
ufed, Luke xxiv. 26. — Perfeaiy conformable to this lead- 
ing Truth, is the current Language both of the Law and 
of the Gofpel. Under the Law^ GOD himfelf fays; / 
haoifwomy that the Iniquiu tf the Houfe of Eli JhaU not he 
furged with Sacrifice or Offering for evtr 3 that is, the Guilt 

Ihall 
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a Neceffity for his Crucifixion. Becaufe, this 
yNdiS Jiipulated m the Covenant of Peace, made 

between the FATHER and the SON. Be- 

caufe, it was exprefly foretold by the antient 
Prophets (and the Scripture cannot be broken) 
that the MESSIAH yZ?^//A/ be cut (ff out of the 

Land of the Living. Becaufe, a Variety of 

Types, and a Multitude of Sacrifices, pre^ 
figured his Death : one of the Types, pointed 
out the very Manner of his Sufferings and 
all the Sacrifices, detached from their Depea- 
dency on this great Oblation, would have 

been beggarly Elements^ mere unavailing 

empty Ceremonies. 

I apprehend, it is no Limitation of the great 
GOD, to fuppofe Him incapable of acting 
otherwife, than in perfeSl and perpetual Con- 
fiftency with Himfelf. — Neither is it any In- 
fringement on his abfolute Sovereignty, that 
He cannot but order all Affairs, for the Ho- 
nour of his Juftice, his Fidelity, and each of 

his exalted Perfedlions. This is the very 

Thing, which the facred Writers exprefs, in 

their^ 

fliall hcver be expiated, i Sam, iii. 14. Under the Gofpel^ 
the Apoftle declares ; If we fin wilfully^ by a final Apoftacy 
•from CHRIST^ there remaineih no more Sacrifice for Sins ; 
they are, to fuch Pcrfons, and in fuch Circumnanccs, abfo- 
lutcly irremiifible. Heb, x. 26. — Which Phrafes arc evi- 
dently connedted with, and founded on, this grand Dodlrine ; 
That the appointed, the only Way of obtaining Pardon from 
the righteous GOD^ is, by the Intervention of an expia- 
tory Sacrifice. 

M 2 
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thdr plain but ftrong Language ; GOD wb$ 
cannot lie * : He cannot deny Himfelf^f. 

^ther. GOD is often idXA to forgive our Sins i 
{)articularly» in that fublime Paffage, where 
He proclaims his Name to Mofes. I'he LORD^ 
the LORD GOD, merciful and gracious, long-- 
fufferingj abundant in Goodnefs and T'rutb j keep^ 
ing Mercy for tboufandsyforgiving Iniquity^ T'ranf- 
greJfiQn, and Sin. Now, Pardon is ^free Thing. 
Frecnefs is implied in the very Nature of For- 
givenefe. Take away the former, and You 
deftroy the latter. — If an Equivalent be given. 
Pardon is no longer Pardon, but a Purchafe. 
Forgivencfs ceafes to be an A£l of Grace, and 
becomes the Payment of a Debt. 

jlfi>. The Text You quote is truly fublime, 
ai^ equally comfortable. But You forget to 
mention one Article of very great Moment, 
which clofes and completes the glorious Cha- 
rafter. Which feems added on pui-pofe, to 
prevent any wrong Apprebenfions of the DEITY, 
and to guard againfl all Jbufi of the Doc- 
trine. He will in no wife clear the Guilty %. — 

GOD 

♦ 77/. i. 2. t 2 Tim. II. 13. 

% Hi will in no wife clear the Gmlty. Exod. xxxivr. 7f 
This Text is not without its Difficulty, cfpccially in the 
On^TtsX.^Steuchus interprets the Words, Et iunocens non 
grit Jim Piaculo : He (hall not be acquitted without a pia- 
cular Sacrifice.— I think, they may be tranflated, with a Jit- 
tle more Propriety and Exaraieia^ thus 1 Pardoning Iniquity^ 

J'ranjgref^ ' 
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GOD will not, on any Confideration whatever, 
abfolve the obftinate, perfevering, irreclaim- 
able Offender : neither will He acquit any of 
the guilty Race, abfolutely^ unconditionally ^ or 
without fuch a Satisfaftion, as may repair the 
Honour of his injured Law, 

We have Redemption through bis Blood, fays 
the Apoftle, even the Forgivenefs of our Sins*. 
It is Forgivenefs, You fee, though bought 
with a Price. It is Remiflion, though pro- 
cured by Blood. It is free, with regard to 

th^tfovereign Being, who pardons. For, He was 
under no Obligation to admit of a propitiatory 
Sacrifice ; but might, without any Diminution 
of his Dignity, have left: all Mankind to pc- 
rifh in their Sins.— —It is free, with regard to 
the obnoxious Creatures, who are pardoned. 
For, it is vouchfafed, without any Satisfadlioa 

demand- 

Tranfgrejftorty and Siny np3* t<7 HP^T th$ugh mt with ImpU" 
nity } or rather, thmgh He will by no means Ut it go unpuniped^ 
meaning Sin: which is the immediate Antecedent *y is ex- 
prefTed in the three preceding Words ; and may very properly 
be referred to in this Claufc. Then the Senfc will be, as fol' 
lows i ** Though GOD pardons Sin, yet it fhall not go 
•* unpunifhed. He will certainly inflift his righteous Ven- 
** geance, and exercife his punitive Juftice, though not 
•* on the Sinner, whom He fpares j yet on the SURETY, 
^^ whom He has provided." — In the fame manner Cocciimi 
renders the Paflage, Et non exercem Imtunitatem ; and ex- 
pounds it much to the fame Purpofe. — ^We have this very 
Word in die fame remarkable Conftru6lion, Jer. xxx. ii* 
T^^^ «*? np3\ which is tranflatcd, and Jwlfnot leave tha 
nhogetber unptmljhed. 

• £fb. I 7. 

M3 
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demanded at their Hands, or any Penalty in- 

flifted on their Perfons. It is in this refpeft 

alfo free s that an Intereft in the great Atone- 
ment is granted to Us, without the leaft Me- 
rit, or any deferving Qualifications of our own. 

In all this, GOD is not only merciful, but 
moft tenderly and immenfely merciful. And 
will any One calumniate this adorable Method 
of exercifmg Mercy ? Becaufe Provifion is alfo 
made for the GI017 of GOD's Truth, GOD's 
Holinefs, and fupreme Authority ? 

Tljer. Does not your Notion of a propitia- 
tory Sacrifice, derogate from the Goodnefs of 
the Almighty FATHER j and transfer all our 
Obligations to the incarnate SON ? 

Afp. Is there not Goodnefs, in allowing a 

Subftitute to fufFer in our Stead ? Is there 

not ftill greater Goodnefs, in providing a Sub- 
ftitute for Us, without any Solicitation on our 
Part ? — Is there not the very higheft Exertion 
of Goodnefs, in appointing a dear^ an onfyy an 
incomparably excellent SON for the Purpofe? 
— This marvelous Scheme, far, very far from 
obfcuring, moft illuftrioufly difplays, the fuper- 
abundant Loving-kindnefs of the FATHER. 

GOD fo loved the Worlds apoftate and pol- 
luted as it was How did He love it ? To a 

Degree, unutterable by any Tongue j incon- 
ceivable by any, Imagination ; and only to be 
expreffed by the infinitely precious EfFe<3:s, 

Loved 
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Loved it SOy that He gave his only-begotten Son, 
that whojbever believeth on Him JJ:ould not perijh, 
but have everlajiing Life *. And does this de- 
rogate from the Goodnefs of the Almighty 
FATHER, to give, not barely Pardon and 
Life, but give them through the Hands, nay, 
through the Wounds^ the AgonieSy the Death 
of his divined, deareft SON ? 

Such Privileges, vouchfafed on any Terms, 
muft challenge the devouteft Acknov^ledg- 
ments. But, when attended with this ad- 
ditional Demonftration of Favour, tliey are 
enough to inflame Us with Gratitude,, and 
tranfport Us with Admiration. They not 
only manifeft, but commend-f the divine Love^; 
(hew it to the greateft Advantage, in the 
higheft Perfeftion, with every Circumflance 

of Recommendation and Endearment. By 

this means, blefled GOD, Thou haft unfpeak- 
ably enhanced thy Benefits ! Thou haft ren- 
dered them, though invaluable in themfelves^ 

exceed- 

♦ fohn iii. 16. 

t Kom. V. 8. ruvipio-i. It fccms to be an Image taken 
from the Pra£lice of Tradefmen, Who, in (hewing their 
Goods, point out their Excellencies ; and fet, in the cleared 
Light, whatever may be(beak their Worth, or recommend 
them to the Purchafer. — Perhaps, it may allude to the Cufip 
tom of fending, with fome favourite and worthy PeribQ» 
recomnundatory Letters. In which his good Qualities axe dc- 
fcribed j and every thing is mentioned, that may erobelliA 
his Charader, and render his Prefencc acceptable. In thif 
Senfe St. Paul ufes thofe nearly related Words> €Mn^wtthTf% 
rufoiTixaf, 2 Cor. iii. i. 

M 4 
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exceedingly more fo, by the Manner of confer- 
ring them ! 

T'ber. Again in your Elevations, Afpajio ? — 
The World, You know, is grown very rational 
and inquijitive s will admit nothing but upon 
clear Evidence, and full Conviftion. We ex- 
pe6t, in all religious Inquiries, not the Flights 
of Fancy, or Flourifties of Rhetoric, but a 
Sobriety of Reafon and Solidity of Argument, 

jifp. The World, rational as it is, feems, 
by the Tafte of the prefent Age, no Enemy 
to JVorks of Fancy. The World, therefore, 
may not be difpleafed with an afFe6ting Story. 
And a Story, fuitable to the Occafion, juft oc- 
curs to my Mind. Such as may ferve Xojka^ 
dow fortb^ though v try faintly^ the furpafling 
Benignity and Grace of our crucified LORD. 

An Afmtic Queen, departing this Life, left 
behind Her three accomplifhed Sons ; all ar- 
rived to Years of Maturity. ^The young 

Princes were at Strife, who fhould pay the 
bighejl RefpeSl to their royal Mother's Memory. 
To give fcope for their generous Contention, 
they agreed to meet at the Place of her In- 
terment ; and there prefent the moft honour- 
iable Gift, they knew how to devife, or .were 
able to procure. The Eldeji came, and ex- 
hibited a fumptuous Monument ; confifting 
of the richeft Materials, and ornamented with 
the moft exquifite Workmanfhip,— The Se^ 

cond 
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cond ranfacked all the Beauties of the bloom- 
ing Creation ; and offered a Garland of fuch 
admirable Colours, and delightful Odours, as 
had never been feen before. — The Toungefi ap- 
peared, without any pompous Preparation; 
having only a cryflal Bafon in one Hand, and 
a filver Bodkin in the other. As foon as He 
approached the Tomb, He threw open his 
Breaft \ pierced a Vein, that lay oppofile to 
his Heart ; received the Blood in the tranfpa*- 
rent Vafe ; and, with an Air of affe6tionatc 
Revercnce, placed it on the beloved Parent's 

Monument. ^The Spectators, ftrack widi 

the Sight, burft into a Shout of general Ap- 
plaufc ; and immediately gave the Preference 
to this laft Oblation. 

If it was reckoned fuch a lingular Exprei^ 
fion of Love, to expend ^few of thofc preci- 
ous Drops, for the Honour of a Parent : O ! 
how matcMefs ! how ineffable was the Love 
of JESUS^ in pouring out all his vital Bloody 
for the Salvation of Enemks ! 

Tier. My greateft Objeftion is ftill to come. 
—If CHRIST fuffered in our Stead j He muft 
fufFer that very Punifliment, which was due to 
our Iniquities. This your orthodox Divines 
iiffirm to be incomparably worfe than bodSy 
Death ; to be nothing lefs than the everlailing 
Difpleafure of GOD. 
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Afp. The Punifhment due to our Iniquities, 
was Shame, Death, and the divine Wrath. 

As for Shame — Was ever Shame, like that 
Shame, which our defpifed REDEEMER 

bore ? ^Though Prince of the Kings of the 

£arth> yet born in a Stable, and laid in a Man- 
ger. — VfYitn 2Ln Infant y exiled from his own 
Country, and a Vagabond in a foreign Land. 
—When engaged in the Difcharge of his 
Minifiryy accufed of the moft flagitious Crimes, 
and branded with the blackeft Names. — When 
brought to his Exit^ apprehended as a Thief; 
condemned as a Malefadors nay, thevileftof 
Malefaftors, a Robber and Murderer, . is pre- 
ferred before him. — His Executioners poured 
Contempt upon all his venerable Offices. As 
a Kingy they ridiculed Him, by putting a Mock- 
Sceptre into his Hand; and crowning Him 
with ragged Thorns *, inftead of a royal Di- 
adem. They villified his prophetic Charafter, 
by hood-winking his Eyes ; ftriking his blefled 
Head; and then aiking, in cruel Derifion, 
Who it was that fmote Him -f-. They caft Re- 
proach 

* To have crowned the bleffed JESUS with Strauiy would 
have been a vile Infult, and treating Him like an ambitious 
Madman. But to crown Him with keen^ pungent^ lacerating 
Thorns, was adding Cruelty to their Infults ; unheard of 
Barbarity to the moft contemptuous Mockeify. Matt, 
xxvii. 29. 

t Scornfully infmu^ting, that his facred prophetic Office 
was fit for nothing, but to fcrvc fuch dcfpicablc Purpofes. 
Mmt. xxvi. 68. 
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proach upon his priejily Undertaking, when 
they fharpened their Tongues with malicious 
Irony, and (hot out thefe bitter Words ; He 

faved Others^ Himfelf He cannot fave *. ^To 

render his Infamy zspuilicy as it was Jhociing, 
they hung Him on a Tree ; and expofed Him, 
defiled as He was with Spitting, and disfigured 
with Wounds, to the gazing Eyes and contu- 
melious Scoffs of numberlefs Speftators. 

If You doubt, whether CHRZS^ luftained 
the Wratb of GOD, let Us follow Him to the 
Garden of Getbfemane. A Scene, which I would 
always recoUeft, when I walk along Xht fertile 
Vaky Qr expatiate amidfl Xh^ flowery Garden -f-, 
or enjoy the Delights of any rural Retirement* 
— He had no Remorfe, to alarm his fpotlels 
Confcience; yet Fearfulnefs and Trembling 
came upon Him, No Violence was offered to 
his facred Perfon ; yet a horrible Dread over- 
whelmed Him. Twas Night, cold Night; 

and though our divine MASTER lay proftrate 
upon the Earth, amidfl the Fall of chilling 

Dews, Hcjweat fweat Blood--^ — fweat great 

Drops of Blood, running down in reeking 

Streams to the Ground. He was anointed 

with the Oil of Gladnels above his Fellows J. 

Yet 

• Matt, xxvii. 42. 

t Alluding to the Evangelift's Defcription of GethfemofUj 
who rcprcfents it as a Garden ; and to the Etymology of tho 
Word, which fignifies a fat or fruitful VaUiy^ D* JPB^ N*J. 
John xviii. i. Matt. xxvi. 36. 

X Pfal. xlv. ^. 
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Yet fo infupportable was his Affliftion, that 
He could not forbear crying out. My Soul is 
firrowful-'-^xceeding Jmwvful'—forrowful even 
unto Death*! — WhrtlCaufe, what adequate 
Caufe, can be affigned for this amazing An- 
guifli ? None but the Wrath of his Almighty 
FATHER. Who was now become an inex- 
orable Judge; treated Him no longer as the 
Son of his Love, but as the Surety for num- 
berlefs Millions of guilty Creatures. 

^tber. Was it poffible, that the innocent and 
holy JESUSy the dearly beloved SON of GOD, 
Ihould be anObjeft of his FATHER'S JVrathf 

AJp. It was not only poffible, but unavoid- 
able and necefTary. tfnavoidabley with refpeft 
to the divine Holinefs ; necejfary^ for the Pro- 
curement of our Redemption. Sin was 

charged upon CHRIST-, all the Sins of all Be- 
Kevers, in all Ages and Places of the World. 
And could the infinitely righteous GOD behold 
fuch a Deluge of Iniquities, (thofe abominable 
Things, which He hateth) without expreffing 
his Difpleafure ? Or could the bleffed JESUS 
be punifhed, truly punifhed for them, without 
any painful Senfation of their horrid Evil, and 
of that tremendous Indignation which they 
deferved ? 

If this was not the Cafe, who can maintain 

the Dignity of his Condud, during the Agony 

in 
• Mitt, xxvl 38, 



V 



D I A L O G U E IV.- 173 

in tlie Garden ? Was there no Pouring out of 
the divine Difpleafure ? Then his Behaviour in 
that Hour of Trial, was not equal to the Intre- 
pidity of the three HeirewYouths ; who conti- 
nued calm, and without the leaft Perturbation, 
while the Furnace was heated into feven-fold 
Rage *. — But if this was the Time, in which 
// pleafed the LORD to iruife lEmf; if the 
moft high GOD ient bis Bow like an Enemy ^ 
and flood with his right Hand as an Adverfary % ; 
it is eafy to account for the prodigious Con- 
ftemation of our REDEEMER. It is not to 
be wondered, that his Heait, though endued 
with invincible Fortitude, fliould become like 
melting fFax. For, who knoweth the Power 
of that Wrath, at which the Pillars of Hea- 
ven tremble || ? 

Ah! Theron; the Vinegar and the Gall, 
which they gave Him to drink, was not half 
fo Utter, as the Cup of his FATHER'S Wrath. 
Yet, for our fake. He 'drank it off to the very 
Dregs. — The Nails, that pierced his Hands ; 
and the Spear, that deft his Heart ; were not 
haJfJbJharfy as the Frowns of his eternal FA- 
THER'S Countenance. Which, for our Con- 

folation. He patiently fubmitted to bear. 

He was rent with Wounds, and racked with 
Pain; his Bones were diflocated, and his 

Nerves 

* DoH.m. 17, 18, 19. t I/aiAui. IQ. 

t Lim* ». 4. I J9h xxvi. If. 
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Nerves convulfed j a thoufand thorny Daggers 
were planted in his Temples, and Life flowed 
out at ten thoufand gufhing Veins. Yet this, 
all this was gentle^ was lenient^ in comparifon 
of thofe inexpreffible Agonies, which pene- 
trated his very Soul. The former, fetched not 
a fmgle Complaint from his Mouth : the lat- 
ter, wrung from his breaking Heart that paC- 
fionate Exclamation; A^ GOD/ My GOD ! 

why hafi I'hou forfaken me? Aftonifhing 

Words ! Surely, a Dijirefsy beyond all Imagi- 
nation grievous *, uttered them. Surely, the 
Vengeance^ not of Men, but of Heaven itfelf, 
extorted them. Every Syllable of which fpeaks, 
what the mourning Prophet defcribes j Is it 
nothing to ToUy all Te that pafs by f Behold and 

feel 

* To heighten our Idea of this Diftrefs, the Evangelifls 
make ufe of the mojl forcible Words— Uio^aTo fxOajxjSttfl-^a*, 
He was feized with the moji alarming Aftoniftiinent— at^n/*©- 

VHVy He was overwhelmed with injuppcrtable DejeSfion . 

vff iXuTT^, He was hefuged om all Sides, as it were, with an 
Artnyof invading Sorrows — He wreftled^ amidft ftrong Cries 
and Tears, not only with the Malice of Men, and Kage of 
Devils, but with the infinitely more dreaded Indignation of 
GOD : He wreftled even unto an Agony of Spirit, n ayuvix^ 
All thefe Circumftances of Horror and Anguifh, conftitute 
what a celebrated Poet very juftly ftyles, 

A freight of Woe more than ten Worlds could hear ! 

The Critic^ probably, will admire the Propriety and Beauty 
of this Line. Which, compofed of nothing but Monofyl- 
lables, and clogged with the frequent Repetition of a cum- 
brous Confonant, makes the Sound remarkably appofite to 
the Senfe.— May We all be facred Critics ! Have, not only 
a refined Tajie^ to relifli fuch felegancics of Compoiition, but 
an awakened Hearty to feel the Energy of fuch important 
Truths ! 
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fee J if there be any Sorrow like unto my Sorrow^ 
wherewith the LORD hath affiidied me^ in the 
Day of his fierce Anger ^? 

Here, now, is (?«r le^i&^/f Punifhment endui>- 
ed ; the Shame of the Crofs, and the Sorrows 
of Death 5 thcSufpenfion of the ALMIGHTY'S 
Favour, and the terrible Senfations of his Wrath. 

T'her. Be it fo. Yet all this amounts to no 
more, than Part of Payment. For, thefe Suf- 
ferings were tranfientj temporary only, not 
eternal. Therefore, the main Circumftance, 
the moft bitter Ingredient, was wanting. 

Jfp. In the EJlimate of Divine Juftice, and in 
point of penal SatisfaSlion^ they were equivalent 
to our endlefe Punifhment. — ^Had our LORD'S 
Sufferings been the Sufferings of a mere Man, 
or of the mofl exalted Angel, I acknowledge, 
they could have bore no Proportion to our De- 
merit. But they were the Sufferings oUhe Prince 
of Life ^ and the LORD of Glory : before whom 
all Men are as Dufl, and all Angels as Worms. 
— Let the immenfe Dignity of the REDEEM- 
ER'S Perfon, be weighed againft the everlafling 
Duration of our Punifhment, and it will coun- 
terbalance^ if not preponderate. His Infinitude 
is furely parallel to their Eternity. 

Itvizs IMMANUEL, the incarnate GOD, 
who purchafed the Churchy and redeemed Sin- 
ners, with his own Bloody. The divine Nature 

of 
• Lrnn. i. 12. t ^^^ 3CX. 28* 



176 D I A L O G U E IV. 

o( our SxWIOUR communicated its ennobling 
Influence, to every Tear He fhed, to every 
Sigh He heaved, and every Pang He felt. This 
renders his Sufferings zperfeSly as the lafl: Cir- 
cumftance We remarked, renders them a /r<7- 
per Satisfaflticwi. And though the Wood of 
Lebanon ivas not Jufficient to burn^ nor all the 
Beafii thereof fufficient for a Bumt^Offering * ; 

^ this Sacrifice VuUy anfwers the Exigence of the 
Cafe. — ^This Sacrifice fends up an ever-accept- 
able Odour to the Skies, and diffufes its fweet 
Perfume through all Generations : fuch as ap- 
peafes Heaven, and revives the Worlds 

Yes, T^heron^ You muft give me Leave to 
repeat the delightful Truth 5 It was the great 
GOD, even our Saviour JESUS CHRIST, who 
gave Himfelf for Us^. His Sacrifice there- 
fore muft be inconceivably meritorious. O ! that 
Sinners, the vikfi of Sinners, knew its all-fuf* 
ficient Efficacy! They would no longer be 
holden in the Bonds of Iniquity, by that de- 
ftruftive Suggeflion of the Devil, Inhere is no 

^ HopeX. 

ni>er. What valuable End could fiich vica- 
rious Sufferings accomplifli ? Suppofe GOD 
abfbiutdy inexorable, and they muft be infuf 
fcient. Suppofe PJirn divinely merciful, and 
they are needlefs. 

Ajp, 
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Afp. The Difficulty You propofe, I think, 

■ has been obviated aheady. So that I have no 

Qccafion to folve your Pilemma, but only to 

anfwer your Query. Thefe Sufferings as 

a Punijhmenty gave ample Satisfaftion to the 
divine violated L&v/ — &s g Sacrifice^ they per- 
fectly reco;iciled Us to our offended GOD— - 
as a Price^ they redeemed Us from every Evil, 
and purchafed for Us a Title to all Good. 

This is a Subjeft of the moft diftinguifhed 
Importance. Let not my Tbcron imagine, I 
would abufe his Patience, if I dwell a Moment 
Jionger cmj the favourite Topic. — I might enu- 
merate raaoy Ends, all magnifcent ^nd gradouSy 
acconoipliQied by tljis wonderful Expedient. I 
content myfelf with ^ecifying a few. But thofe, 
fuch as bring the higheft Glory to GOD— ad- 
winifter the moft folid Cmfort to Man-^and 
ropft cffcftually promote the Interefts of Piety. 

In this We have a Manifeftation of the moft 
awful Juftice, and at the fame Time a Difplay 
of unbounded Goodnefs.— ^ — Awful^ujlice -, in 
that the great and terrible GOD, though de- 
termiaed to exercife Mercy, would exercife it 
only in fuch a Mimner, as might vindicate tlie 
Authority pf his Law) might teftify the Pu- 
rity of hb Nature; and declare the inviolable 

Faithfulnei3 .of bis Word. -Unbounded Good-- 

nefs; in that He with-held not his SON, ^s 
Qjaly SOJNI, but freely gave Him up for Us 

VoL.L N alL 
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all. Gave up " the Brightnefs of his Glory,'' 
to be covered with Infamy ; gave up " the be- 
" loved of his Soul/' to expire in Agonies ; on 
purpofe to obtain Honour and Immortality for 
apoftate Men. — ^The Torments inflifted on all 
the Damned in Hell, are not fo fearful a Mo- 
nument of GOD's Juftice, as thofe dying Ago- 
nies of the LORD ^E 5 CTS CHi?/5r. Nor 
could a thoufand Worldsy conferred on Mankind, 
have been fuch an A61 of fuperabundant Muni- 
ficence, as that Gift of his ever blefled SON. 

Look We for Power and Wifdom ? — To fu- 
ftain the Humanity of CHRIST, under all the 
barbarous Indignities of Men, under the more 
envenomed Rage of Devils, and the far more 
infupportable Curfe of the divine Law : to 
conquer Sin and Death and Hell, by a Perfon 
crucified in Weaknefs^ and bleeding out his Life 
on the torturing Rack, and ignominious Gib- 
bet : to expiate, by one Aft and one Offering, 
the innujnerable Millions of Crimes, com- 
mitted by all his People, from the Beginning 
to the End of Time: was not this Power? 
matchlefs Power? aftonifhing Power? — And 
as for Wifdomy how admirable was the Contri- 
vance, which could harmonize the feemingJy 
oppofite Claims of Mercy and of Juftice ! and 

not only fatisfy each, but magnify both ! 

Had Punifhment been executed, in all its 12/- 
gmr^ on the Sinner's Perfon, Mercy had loft 

her 
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her amiable Honours. Had the Sinner been 
reftored to Favour, without any Penalties fu- 
ftained either by Himfelf or his Surety, Juftice 
had been fet afide as an infignificant Attribute* 
Whereais, by our LORD'S vicarious and ex- 
piatory Sufferings, both are manifefted, and 
both are exalted* Therefore the Scripture af- 
firms, that GOD hath not only exercifed, but 

abounded in Wifdom and^Prudence ^nay, hath 

abounded in all Wifdom and Prudence *, by 
this Inftance of marvelous and triumphant 
Grace, Which is, at once, fo honourable tp 
Himfelf, and fo advantageous to his People. 

Tber. Advantageous to his People — I am glad. 
You are come to this Point. This is what I 
want to have cleared up. I am for thofe Doc- 
trines, which glorify GOD, by doing Good 
to Man. Give me the Religion, whofe Afpeft 
is benign, and whofe Agency is beneficial. Not 
like a Meteor^ to dazzle Us with a vain Glitter. 
Not like a Cometh to terrify Us with a formi- 
dable Glare. But like yonder Sun^ whofe Beams 
fhcd Light, and Life, and Joy all around. 

jijp. li this be what You feek, and what 
You prize ; the Cbrijlian Religion, this Doc- 
trine in particular, will anfwer your warmeftEx- 
pe6tations, and challenge your higheft Efteem. 
For it is rich with Benefits of tlie moft needful, 
the moft defu-able, and moft exalted Kind. 

The 

N 2 
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The firft and grand Bleffing is Pardon of 
Sins. — ^Paixlon, not of fmiU Sins only, but of 
the moft aggravated^ the moft horrid^ the mofl 
enormous. Be they flaming as Scarlet, be they 
foul as the Dunghil, be they black as Hell it- 
fclf ; yet they fhall be as the fpotlefs Wool, or 
as the Virgin Snows ♦ 5 they fhall " be, as 
** though they had nqver been." — Pardon, not 
of a few, but of all Sins. Be they numerous 
as the Stars of Heaven, numerous as the Hairs 
of our Head, numerous as the Sands upon the 
Sea-fhore, the Blood of JESUS CHRIS'T 
cleanfeth from them ALL -f-. 

Hereby We have ViSlory over Deaths and 
'Admittance into eternal Ltfe. — ^For thus faith 
thelioly ApofUe, concerning the poor Sojour- 
ners in Clay 5 Seeing therefore the Children were 
p4trtaker5 of Flejh and Bloody He alfo partook of 
the fame ; that by undergoing Deaths He might 
Jeflroy Him who had the Power of Deaths that is 
the Devil I and deliver thofe^ who, through Fear 
ff Death, were all their Life-time fubjeSt to lion^ 

jdage J, ^And thus faitli the veneraWe Elder, 

concerning the glorified Saints in Light ; ^hefe 
are they, who came out of great tribulation \ and 
they have wajhed their Robes, and made them white 
tn the Blood of the Lamb : therefore are they be^ 
fore the Tyrone |[. 

If 

• Ifai. u 1%. t I 7^»i' 7- i Hib. ii. 14, 15. 

I Rev. vii. 14. 
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If the Philijlines rejoiced, when Samforiy the 
Deflroyer of their Country, was delivered into 
their Hands ; how much greater Reajhn have 
We to rejoice, fince the blefled JESUS has 
vanquiftied our laft Enemy ! Has made Death 
the Minifter of endlefs Life, and the Grave a 
Gate to eternal Glory ! — If Jofepb had Caufe 
to be glad, when his Prifon-Garments were 
taken from Him ; when He was brought into 
the Palace of Pbaraob; and made to fit at the 
Right-hand of the King. Is it not an incom^ 
parably richer BleJJingy to have our Robfi 
waftied in redeeming Blood, and our Souk 
cleanfed from all Guilt ? Is it not an incom- 
parably higher Advancement^ to be admitted 
into the blifsful Prefence, and to poflefs the 
everlafVing Kingdom of GOD ? 

To comprehend all in a Word — Hereby are 
procured, even for the i£|pft unworthy Crea- 
tures, all the Benefits of the New Covenant. 
Therefore, the Blood of CHRIST is ftyled by 
a Prophet, 7'he Blood of thy Covenant * j by an 
Apoftle, The Blood of the gver la/ling Covenant ^i 
and our LORD himfelf fays, This is the new 

Covenant in my Blood %. Is it a Privilege, to 

know God, the infinitely amiable Source of 
all Perfedion ? Is it a moft valuable Endow* 

ment» 

* Zech. Ix. ir; t Heb. xiii. 20. 

X Luke xxii. 20. The original Word iioAw>n fignifict 
^^^i zTeJlamnt^ otzCtvenant. 

N3 
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ment, to have his Laws put into our Minds, 
and written on our Hearts? Is it a Branch of 
real Felicity, to have our numberlefs Sins for- 
given, and not one of our Iniquities remem- 
bered any more ? Is it the Compendium of all 
Happinefs, to have GOD for our Portion, and 
our exceeding great Reward ? To be his pecu- 
liar Treafure, his loving and beloved People *. 
— Of all thefe We may fay. They are the Pur- 
chafe of IMMANUEL's Blood : and whoever 
is ttuly interefted in the One^ is unqueftionably 
intitled to the Other. 

Who then would refufe fo comfortable — 
Ther. Too comfortable. We might imagine, 
to be either true in itfelf, or fafe in its Confe- 
quences. Muft it not tend to embolden the Sin- 
ner in the Profccution of his Vices ? Who need 
fcruple to tranfgrefs, or be very folicitous to 
repent J if an all-atoning Sacrifice has been of- 
fered, for eveiy Kind, and every Degree of 
Wickednefs ? 

Afp. Would You have Sinners intimidated? 
Nothing fpeaks fuch Terror to the Children 
of Difobedience, as the bitter Paffion, and 
accurfed Death of CHRIST. — All the rhetori- 
cal Aggravations of Sin, with regard to its 
lothfome Nature, and execrable Vilenefs— -all 
■the Severity of Vengeance, executed upon re- 
bellious Angels, or wicked Men — all, dl are 
. . weak 

♦ Heb.vm. lo, ii, ili 
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weak and inexpreffive, compared with the 
dreadful Emphajis of this great Tranfadlion, 
For, if the LORD Almighty fpared not his 
own SON, when Guilt was not found in Him, 
but only imputed to Him ; how much lels 
fliall He fpare incorrigible Offenders, who both 
habitually commit, and obftinately perfift in, 
tlieir daring Impieties ? 

If, by Repentance, You mean an ingenuous 
Sorrow for our Tranlgreffions ; nothing is fo 
likely to break the flony, or melt the icy Heart, 
as thefe doleful EfFeds of Sin. — Whofe Indig- 
nation does not rife againft the infamous 
Wretch, that betrayed his LORD? Who is 
not ready to deteft thofe envenomed Tongues, 
that accufed Him ; and thofe barbarous Hands, 
that crucified Him ? How then can We choofe 
but lament, and grieve, and mourn, when 
Confcience beais witnefs ; That our Sim were 
the principal A6lors in this dcepeft of Trage- 
dies? That fFe^ even JVe^ by our manifold 
Crimes, were the Betrayers and Murderers of 
the Prince of Life 1 — If, by Repentance, You 
mean a thorough Renunciation of all Iniquity; 
no Motive is fo effeftual, to divorce the Affec- 
tions from every abominable Idol, and divert 
the Feet from every evil Way, as an attentive 
Confideration of our REDEEMER'S Death. 
With this agrees theReafoning of the Apoftle; 
He himfelf bare our Sins in his own Body on the 
N 4 I'reei 
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l^ree-, not that We flionld be emboldened to 
repeat tliem, but induced and enabled to 
forfake them ; that, charmed with fuch unut- 
terably tender Mercy, We might relinquifh 
our darling Lufts ; and, being dead unto Sin^ 
might live unto Rigbteoufnefs *. 

If You would have Benevolence^ your favou- 
rite Principle, take place and operate; it ii 
impoffible to urge fo endearing a Perfuafive to 
univerfat Good-will, as this Kindnefs and Love 
b/GOD our SAVIOVR f. How can We in- 
dulge the Sallies of Refentment, or harbour 
the Seeds of Animofity j when the meek, the 
merciful, the infinitely gracious REDEEMER, 
laid down his Life for his bitterejl lElncmies ? 
How can We treat with Contempt or Indiffe- 
rence, even the meanejl di Mankind \ fince our 
divine Mafter gave his all-gldrious Perfon, for' 
vile Wretches and mifer able Sinners ? — ^Never 
was there fo winning a Call to difinterefted 
Charity, as the amiable Example of CHRIST. 
Never fo binding a Cement of brotherly Love, 
as the Blood of the crucified JESUS. 

In fhort ; would You have People poficfled 
of every heavenly Virtue, and animated to the 
Praflice of every good Work ? Nothing admi- 
nifters fo powerful an Incitement to them all, 
'as a lively and appropriating Senfe of this Won- 
derous Grace, Set home by the HOLT 

GHOST, 

♦ I Pet. ii. 24. t Tlu ill. 4, 
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GHOST*, it produces fuch a Warm Orati^ 
tude in the Hearty as is far more operative^ 
than the mof): awfui Threatening^, or the xnoft 
eogeftt Reafonings.-*^---^ that, quite comnary 
to your Sufpiciotts, the native TeftdciTtey ctf 
this excdlent Do6lriite) i^^ tQ fuppreis Ungpd^ 
tinefs, and promote Piety. 

Obferve, how the prefent cahn Evenuif^ 
yonder mild declining Sun, and thefe foft 
balmy Breezes } have unlocked the flowerf 
Prifons, and detached a Frofufion of Oiaun 
through the Air: have infpirited the littk 
Songfters of the Orove, and fetdied Umjh Har^ 
moTty from their Throats. So fweetly will a 
true Belief in JESVS CHRIST and Him cru- 
cified, draw forth all the Powers of the Sool^ 
in A6ii of ready and chearful Obedi^ce.p-^^^ 
He i^ therefore faid, not only to juftify, but 
alfo XofanSiJy the Pevple wtb bis Blood f. 

Let Us confidcr the E>cath o( CHRIST, in 
this its full Grandeur and extenfive Efficacy { 

and 

* The Rtfidar ^ti ehre me Leuve, on this Occftfidii, to 
fubjoin the noble Doxology of our Church. Which, when 
thus applied, imiy be an excellent Means, both of expreir> 
ing our Gratitude, and of mtickening ouf Devotion.— 
Gkry hi U the FATHER » for {tfoviding this aH-ftiAdoit 
Atonement) and giving his SON to iave a ruined World. 
--Glory be to the SO Nj for humbling Himfdf to the Deafll 
of the Crofs, and obfafaiiiig eternal Redempdon for Slimtm 
^Ghry ki t$ thi HOLY GHOST; for ttftifyint rf 
CHRIST in our HeartSj and appropriating this great oal* 
vation tb our SouIs« 

t Hgb. xiii. 12. 
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and Wc (hall difcem the admirable Propriety 
of the Apoftle's Remark : // became Him^ for 
whom are allTbingSj and by whom are all I'hingSy 
in bringing many Sons unto Glory y to make tbeCap-^ 
imn of their Salvation perfeSl through Sufferings *. 
It became ; as an jl£i of Sovereignty in GOD, 
it comported with the Dignity, and embla- 
zoned (if I may fo fpeak) the incomprehen- 
fible Majefty of his Perfedtions. As an Exe- 
cution of impartial Vengeance on our Surety, 
it afferted the Rights of divine Government, 
and fecured the utmoft Veneration to the di- 
vine Law. As an Emanation of rich In-^ 

dulgence to Us, it redrefled all our Mifery, and 

retrieves our whole Happinefs. In each 

Refpe6l> it Ipreads the brighteft Luftre over 
all the Adminiftrations of the blefled GOD ; 
and renders his very Juftice, amiable and glo- 
rious even to Aftoniftiment. — In all Refpefts, 
it is worthy of the moft grateful and adoring 
Acceptance from finfiil Man ; and fuch as will 
be had in everlafting Honour by the Choirs 
of Saints, and the Hofls of Angels* 

^er. I thank You, Afpajio. Your Argu- 
ments have not indeed converted me, but they 
have ftrengthened my Faith. I never was fo 
unhappily miftaken, as to difbelieve the Sa- 
tisfaftion made by our LORD JESUS 

CHRIST^, 

* Hib. ii. 10* 
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CHRIS 7*1 made to divine Juftice; made 
for the Sins of the World. But, I now fee 
more clearly its Reafonablenefs and Importance i 
its chearing Afpe^Sl on the guilty Confcience, 
and its benign Influence on the /w^r^z/ Con- 
dua. 

jijp. I congratulate You^ dear T!6^r(?;z, from 
my inmoft Soul, on your thorough Convic- 
tion of this important Truth. May You have 
ftill more extenfive and generous Views of the 
glorious Article ! And may every renewed 
View be more and more influential on your 
Heart ! 

Reviving, ravifliing Thought! To have 
HIM for our bleeding Vidiim! HIM for our 
great Propitiation ! at whofe Feet the Armies 
of Heaven bow, and the Saints in Light adore! 
—•Reviving, ravifliing Thought ! To have 
all our Punifliment fuftained, and the whole 
Curfe of the Law exhaufl:ed 5 fo that Juftice 
itfelf can demand no more ! — Nay ; to have 
fuch a perfeft Ranfom paid for our Redemp- 
tion, as renders it, not barely an A61 of fa- 
vourable Indulgence, but of the bighejl Righ- 
teoufiiels* alfo, to pardon, accept, and glo- 
rify the Believer I 

Excufe 

* Therefore the Apoftlc fays, GOD is faithful and ji^ 
Uforpvi Us our Sinsj i John i. 9. Faithful; bccaufc I|b 
had promifed this Bleffing, by the unanimous Voice of all 
his ?iQphicu,^jHfi/ Surely then He wiU fwtijb I Nos for 

thit 
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Excufe me, Tberon. *My Affc6tions arc again 

upon the Soar. But I clip their Wings. 

Only let me afk, Is not this Dofkrint the grand 
Peculiarity of the Gofpd ; by which it ftands 
diftinguiftied from every other Religion> pro- 

fefled in the World ? Is it not the central 

Pointy in which all the Lines rf Duty unite, 
and from which all the Rays of Confolation 
proceed ? — Strike this Artide frx)m the Creed, 
and You reduce the " Myftcry of Godlinefs" 
to a Syftem of Ethics: You degrade the 
Cbriftian Church into a School of Philofophy. 
— To deny the Expiation made by our RE- 
DEEMER'S Sacrifice, is to dbfcure the brigbtefi 
Manifejlatkn of divine Benignity, and to un- 
dermine the principal Pillar of practical Reli- 
gion; is to make a ddperatc Shipwreck of 
our everlafting Interefts , and to iajh (fuch, I 
fear, it will be foimd, in the final IfTue of 
Things) Ourfelves to Beatb^ on the very Rock 
of Sahatim. 

^ber. Now, 1 believe, it is Time to repair 
Homewards. And I hope, it will be no dif^ 
•agreeable Exchange, if We refign our Seat on 
the Mount, for a Place in the Dining-room. 

Aas very Reaicn He ^I pardon*----This msjr fisem ftrange : 
lm(, upcm the evangelical Principles of Atooement and Ke- 
demptioni it is undoubtedly tnie« fiecaufe, when tbe Debt 
M pMd, or the Purehaft made, it is the Part of £f»Vr ta 

cancel the Bond, and confign over the purchafed Foffef&on« 



•DIALOGUE IV. 189 

Afp. Pray, kt me inquire, as We walk along 
(for I was unwilling to interrupt our Dif- 
courfc, merely to gratify my Curidity) What 
may be the Defign of yonder Edifice ; which 
rifes on a (mall Eminence, near the public 
Road ? It is neither a Tower, nor aDwelUng- 
Houfe ; but looks like a ilately Column, ere£bed 
on prapofe to beautify the Profpeft. 

T^ber. It is a fort of monumental Pile* 
Erefted, as the Story goes, an a very memor- 
able Occafion. Queen Eleanor accompanied 

Xing Edward the Firfi to (what was called) 
the Holy Wan In which He gained fignal 
Advantages ova: the Infidels, and acquired a 
large Share of Renown to Himfelf. After 
many gallant Exploits performed in the'Fidd, 
a treacherous and defperate Saracen^ demand- 
ing Admittance into his Chamber, under Pr^ 
tence of private Bufine&^ wounded Him with 
an impc»{bned Dagger^ The Confequence of 
which, his PJbyficians declared, mufl be in- 
evitable and fpeedy Death, unlefs the Poifbn 
was fucked out by iome human Mouth* This 
might poflibly jireierve the royal Patient, but 
would be extremely dangerous to the Ope- 
rator. 

Pangerous as it was, his Q^en claixxied.the 
"OSiat ; infilled upon it, as the Confort'sRight ; 
and executed it fo faithfully^ that She faved 
the King's Life^ iobaiiifily^ that She ioft not 

her 



igo DIALOGUE IV. 

her own. — ^After this. She returned to England^ 
lived many Years, and bore feveral Children. 
But, fooner or later, Royalty itfelf muft pay 
the Debt to Nature. Dying, on a Journey to 
Scotland^ She was brought back to the laft and 

long Home of our Englijh Monarchs*. 

Where-ever her Corpfe refted, in the Way to 
its Interment, a Strufture -f- (fuch as You now 
behold) was raifed : In order to perpetuate the 
Memory of her conjugal AffeSlion. 

Afp. And fhould not our Hearts be a Monu-- 
ment of Gratitude to the bleffed "JESUS f Who 
drew the deadly Venom, not from our Veins, 
but from the immortal Part of our Nature : 
and not at the Hazard, but at the Lofs, the 
^ certain and unavoidable Lofs of his precious 

Life. — He opened his Breaft, opened his very 
Soul, to the keenefl: Arrows of vindiftive Juf- 
tice ; that,^transfixing Him, they might drop 
ftiort of Us. " The Poifon whereof drank up 
« his Spirits J,*' that the Bahn of Peace might 
refrefh ours. 

O my Therm ! Let our Memories be the 
Tablet, to fecord this unexampled Inftance of 

Com- 

, ♦ Wiftmnjier Abbey, 

t One of thefe Stru£hires ftands on the high Road, near 
Northampton. It is furroiinded with a large I^ight of Steps, 
at the Bottom ; and ornamented, towards the Top, with 
four fema'e Statues, in full Proportion. A Latin Infcription 
inarms the Traveler, concerning its Occafion and Defign^ 
In perpetuam Ifigin^ EUanora 
Coniugalis Amoris Mtmmam. 
Xjobylj^ 
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Compaffion and Goodnefs. Let our AfFeflions 
<iwell upon the tragical, the delightful Hif. 
toryj till they melt into Contrition, and are. 
inflamed with Love. — If We want an Infcrip^l 
tiotty let Us make Ufe of thofe noble Lines, 
which, in the fined: Climax imaginable, de- 
fcribe the Magnificence and Grace of this 
aftonifhing Tranfaftion : 

'^Survey the wondrous Cure^ 



And at each Step let higher Wonder rife. 
Tar don for infinite Offence ! — And Pardon 
through Means thatfpeak its Value infinite! 
A Pardon bought with Blood! — With BhU 

divine ! — 
With Blood divine ofHIM^ I made my Foe /— — 
Perfifted to provoke ! — Though woo'd and aw' d^ 
Bleji and chajiisd, a flagrant Rebel fill l-^ 
Nor I alone ! A rebel Univerfe ! 
My Species up in Arms ! — Not one exempt ! 
Tetfor thefoulef of the Foul, He dies*! 

♦ Night-Thoughts, No IV. 
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! SPAS 10 having fome Letters of 
Importance to tmfwer, as icon 
as the Cloth was taken away, re- 
tired from Tabk. His epifto- 

lary Engagements being dispatch- 
ed, he inquired for Theron. The Servants in- 
formed Him, that their Mafter walked into 
<thc -Garden. — A very little Search found Him, 
feated on an airy Mount, and fheltered by an 
elegant Arbour. 

•Strong and fubftantial Plants of Libumum 
formed the Shell ; while the ilender and flexila 

Shoots of Syringa filled up the Interftices. 

Was it to compliment, as well as to accom- 
modate their worthy Guefts, that they inter- 
wove the luxuriant Foliage ? Was it to repre- 
fcnt thof^ender but clofe Attachments, which 
had united their Aflfeflions, and blended their 

Interefts? ^I will not .too pofitively afcribe 

fuch a Defign to the Difpofition of the Branches. 
They compofed, however, by their twining 

Embraces. 
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Embraces, no inexpreflive Emblem, both of 
the Endearments and the Advantages of Friend- 
(hip. They compofed a Canopy, of the 
frelheft Verdure, and of the thickeft Texture. 
So thick, that it intirely excluded the fultry 
Ray 5 and fhed both a cool Refrefhment, and 
an amufive Gloom: while eveiy unfheltered 
Traft, glared with Light, or fainted- with 
Heat. 

You enter by an eafy Afcent of Steps, lined 
with Turf, and fenced with a Baluftrade of 

floping Bay-Trees. The Roof was a fine 

Concave^ peculiarly elevated and (lately. Not 
embofled with Sculpture j not mantled over 
with Fret-work ; not encrufted with fplendid 
Frefco ; but far more dpHcately adorned with 
the Syringa's^/wr 5«/?x, and the Liburnum's 
fifnvering Gold. Whofe large and lovely Clut- 
ters, gracefully pendent from the leafy Dome; 
difclofmg their Sweets to the delighted Bee ; 
and gently waving to the balmy Breath of 
Spring J gave the utmoft Enrichment to the 
charming Bower. 

Facing the Entrance, lay a fpacious grafly 
.Walk; terminated by an odangular Bafon, 
with a curious Jet dEau playing in the Cen- 
ter. The Waters, fpinhing from the lower 
Orifices, were attenuated into innumerable 
little Threads j which difperfed themfelves in 
an horizontal Direftion, and returned to the 

Vol. L O •. Q^efervoir 
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Refervoir in a drizling Shower. Thofe, which 
iffued from the higher Tubes, and larger Aper- 
tures, either fprung perpendicularly, or fpouted 
obliquely; and formed, as they fell, feveral 
lofty Arches of liquid Cryftal ; all glittering 
on the Eye, and cooling to the Air. 

Parallel to the Walk ran a Parterre ; plant- 
ed with an AJfemblage of Flowers, that ad- 
vanced, one above another, in regular Grada- 
tions of Height, of Dignity, and of Beauty. 
— Firft, a Row of Daijies -, gay as the Smile 

of Youth, and fair as the Virgin-Snows. 

Next, a Range of Crocufes ; like a long Stripe 
of yeUow Sattin, quilted with Threads, or 
diverfified with Sprigs of Green. — A fuperior 
Order of Ranunculufes^ each refembling the 
Cap of an Earl's Coronet, replenifhed the third 
Story with full-blown Tufts of glofly Scarlet. 
— ^Beyond this, a more elevated Line of 7i^- 
lips *, raifed their fiourifhed Heads, and opened 

their 

* Here is, it muft be confeffcd, fome little Deviation 
from the general Laws of the Seafon > fome Anachronijm in 
the Annals of the Parterre. The Flowers united in this 
Reprefentation, do not, according to the uiml Procefs of 



Nature, make their Appearance together. However, as by 
the Oeconomy of a fkilful Gardener, they ma^ be thus af- 
fociated ; I hope, the Poffibility of the Thing, will (creen 



my flowery Produftions from tne Blafts of Cenfure !— Or, 
may I not fhelter my blooming Affembly, under the Remark 
of a mafterly Critic ? Which is as pertinent to the Cafe, as 
if it had been written on purpofe for our Vindication \ and 
fo perfeftly elegant^ that it muft adorn every Work, which 
quQUs it i ai^dight ^vcry FcrfgD^ who reads it. 



«• A 
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their enameled Cups; not bedecked with a 
fmgle Tint only, but glowing with an intern- 
mingled Variety of almoft every radiant Hue. 
— Above all arofe, that noble Ornament of a 
royal Efcutcheon, the Flower^de^Luce ; bright 
with etherial Blue, and grand with imperial 
Purple. Which formed, by its graceful Pro- 
jedions, a Cornifh or a Capital of more than 
Corinthian Richnefs ; and imparted the moft 

con- 

** A Painter of Nature is not obliged to attend Her in 
** her flow Advances, which (he makes from one Seafon to 
** another ; or to obferve her Conduft in the fucceffive Pro- 
** dudion of Plants and FJowers. He may draw into hia 
** Defcription all the Beauties of the Spring and Autumn ; 
•* and make the whole Year contribute fomethirig to render 
** it more agreeable. His Rofe Trees, Woodbines, and. 
** JeiTamines may flourifh together ; and his Beds be cover* 
** ed at the fame Tinrie with Lilies, Violets, and Ama- 
*^ ranthufes. His Soil is not reftrained to any particular 
•* Set of Plants, but is proper either for Oaks or Myrtles, 
** and adapts itfelf to the Produft of every Climate,— 
** Oranges may grow wild in it \ Myrrh may be met with 
** in every Hedge ; and if He thinks it proper to have a 
*« Grove of Spices, He can quickly command Sun enough 
** to raife it. His Concerts of Birds may be as full and 
'< harmonious, and his Woods as thick and gloomy, as 
*< He pleafes. He is at no more Expence in a long v ifta, 
<^ than a fhort one ; and can as eafily throw his Cafcades 
** from a Precipice of half a Mile high, as from one of 
** twenty Yards. He has his Choice of the Winds, and 
" can turn the Courfe of his Rivers, in all the Variety of 
" MaanderSy that are moft delightful to the Reader's Ima- 
** gination. In a Word ; He has the Modelling of Nature 
•* in his own Hands, and may give Her what Charms He 
** pleafes, provided He does not reform her too much, and 
** run into Abfurdities by endeavouring, to excel/* 

Speei. Vol. VI. N»4x8. 

O 2 
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cpnfummate Beauty to the blooming Colo- 
nade. 

The Whole, viewed from the Arbour, look- 
ed like 4 RainboWy painted upon the Ground. 
And wanted nothing to rival that refplendent 
Arch, only the Boldnefs of its Sweep, and the 
Advantage of its ornamental Curve* 

To this agreeable Recefs Tberon had with- 
drawn Himfelf. Here He fat mufmg and 
thoughtful ; with his Eye fixed upon a Cut, 
reprefenting fome magnificent Ruins. — ^Wholly 
intent upon his Speculation, He never per- 
ceived the Approach of Afpafio ; till He had 
reached the Summit of the Mount, and w^as 
ready to take a Seat by his Side. 

Afp. Loft, Heron! quite loft in Thought I 
And unaffected with all thefe amiable Objects ; 
infenfible amidft this Profufion of Beauties; 
which, from every Quarter, make their Court 
to your Senfes I— Methinks, the fnarling Stoic 
in his Tub, could hardly put on a greater Se- 
verity of Afpeft, than my polite Philofopher 
in his blooming Eden. 

7'ber. Ah ! my dear Friend, thefe floweiy 
Toys which embellifli the Garden, art familiar 
to my Eye, and therefore cheap in my Efteem. 
I behold them frequently 5 and, for that Rea- 
fon, feel but Little of the pleafing Surprife, 
which they may poflibly awaken in a Stranger. 

..—Some- 
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— Something like this We all experience, witfe 
regard to Events infinitely more worthy our ad- 
miring Notice. Elfe, why are We not ftruefe 
with a Mixture of Amazement, Veneratioft, 
a:nd Gratitude, at the grand Machinery and 
magnificent Produ6i:ions of Nature ? 

That the Hand of the ALMIGHTY fliould 
wheel round the vaft terreftrial Globe, with 
fuch prodigious Rapidity^ and exaft PunSiua^ 
lity ; on purpofe to produce the regular ViciA 
iitudes of Day and Night; on purpofe to 
bring on the orderly Succeffion of Seed-TinM 
and Harveft ! — We wondtt*, when we read of 
the IJraeliteSy fojourning forty Years in the 
Defert, marching backwards and forwards 
over its burning Sands ; and find neither thei^ 
Clothes waxing old"^ by fo long a Ufe, noi^ 
their VttX. fwelling -f- .with fuch painful Jour* 
nies. YA we feel no grateful Surprife, when 
We enjoy the Benefits of the Air, which clothes 
the Earth as it were with a Garment ; aend 
has neitha* contrafted any ^^c^x/W^Taint, through 
the extenfive Revolution of almoft fix thou- 
iand Years; nor fuffered any Diminutien of 
its natural Force, though exercifed in a Smes 
of onremitted Aftivity, ever fince the clemcn* 
tary Operations began. 

This Draught in my Hand, fhews Us the 
InftabiKty of the grandeft, moft laboured Mo^ 

nument3 
♦ DiUt. viiu 4- t ^^*« ix. ax. 

Q3 
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numents of human Art. They are foon fwept 
away, among the other feeble Attempts of 
Mortahty : Or remain only, as You fee Here, 
in fliattered Ruins; Memorials of the vain 
and powerlefs Ambition of the Builders.—- 
How flrange then, that a Strufture, incom- 
parably more tender and delicate, fhould be 
preferved to old jige^ and hoary Hairs ! That 
the bodily Machine, which is fo exquifite in 
its Frame, fo complicated in its Parts, and 
performs fo many Thoufands * of Motions every 
Moment, fhould continue unimpaired^ yet a6l 
without IntermifFion, (o many Days, and 
Weeks, and Months, and Years. — How ftrange 
all this! Yet, becaufe common, how feldom 
does it excite our Praife, or fo much as engage 
our Notice ! 

. jijp. Your Remarks are as juft, as the Neg- 
ledl of them is cuftomary, — Unaccountable 

Su- 

* Thoufands — Not to mention t\\c fpontaneous^ if We con- 
fider only the mechanical Motions, which are continually 
performed in the animal Syftem — the digeftlve Aftion of the 
Stomach — the vermicular Agitation of the Bowels — the 
Progrefs of the Chyle through thelafleal Veffels — the many, 
many Operations of the fecreting Glands — the ComprefEon 
of the Lungs and all their little cellular Lodgments, by 
every Aft of Refpiration— above all, that grand Impetus, 
the Syftole of the Heart; which, by every Conftridion, 
darts the crimfon Current through an innumerable Multi- 
tude of Arteries j and drives, at the fame Inftant of Time, 
the refluent Blood through an innumerable Multitude of cor-» 
refponding Veins— Such a View will oblige Us to acknow- 
ledge, that this Account is far from being extravagant : that 
it rsLthtr dimtnijhesy than ixaggiraUs itic rtalF2i&. 
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Supinenefs ! Though GOD doetb great Things^ 
worthy of all Obfervation ; yea, and Wonder i 
without Number : We yawn with Indolence, 
iniiead of being animated with Devotion, or 
tranfported with Delight. Lo ! He goetb be-^ 
fore Us in e\ddent Manifeftations of Wifdom 
and Power ; yet. We fee Him not : He pajfeth on 
alfoy and fcatters unnumbered Bleffings from 
his providential Hand ; but We perceive Him 
not *. 

This, though greatly culpable, is to be 
reckoned among the fmallejl Inftances of our 
ungrateful Infenfibility. Are We not inat- 
tentive even to the Work of Redemption ? 
That Work, which, according to the empha* 
tical Declaration of Scripture, exceeds in Glory -f- : 
is by far the nobleft, the moft marvelous of 
all fublunary, perhaps of all divine, Trant* 
a£tions. — hxc We not (hamefiilly unaffefted, 
even with the Appearance of GOD in human 
Flefli ? Though the King of Kings vouchfafes 
to exchange his Throne, for the Humiliation 
of a Servant, and the Death of a Malefador : 
though He is pleaied, by the Imputation of 
his active as well as padive Obedience, to be- 
come 75&^ LORD our Rigbteoufnefs, yet — 

I'ker. You are taking an effectual Way, Af. 
pafiOy to roufe me from my Reverie, and make 
me indeed like the fnarling Philofopher. ** Im- 

" puted 

♦ J^.h \x, 10, II- t a Cor. iii. 9. 

04 
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«* putcd Righteoufnefs is a Scheme grofly fri- 
" volous and abfurd; utterly infufficient to 
** anfwer the End propofed j and. One would 
" think, could never be depended on, where 
" there is the leaft Degree of Underftanding, 
** and Capacity for Reafoning *." 

♦ The Reader wiH probably be difguftcd, at this Heat 
of Temper, this Afperity of DiSion, and both fo abruptly 
introduced. — I have no Apology to make for my Theron. 
The Reader has Reafon to be difgufled ; has Reafon to be 
chagrined. Only let me defire Him to remember, That 
this is the very Spirit, nay thefe are the very JVords,, of a 
celebrated Oppofer of our Dof^rinc ; not added, when He 
has fully proved the Abfurditv of the Scheme ; but afTumed, 
even upon the Entrance to his Difeourfe. 

I have often wondered, that Difputants, efpecially on re- 
Kgious Subjc6ls, fhould choofe to deal in fuch acrimonious and 
reproachful Language. Does the JPrath of Man work the 
Righteoufnefs of GOD ? Or, is a paffionate Inveftivc the 
proper Means, either to conciliate our Affeftions, or con- 
vince our Judgment ?—. Why fhould We not write in the 
fame genteel and obliging Strain, in which Wc converfe ? 
Were We to meet our Antagonift in a Friend'i> Parlour, 
and have a perfonal Conference on the Subjeft, our Speech 
would be kind, and our RemonArances calm ; — " I am 
** forry. Sir, that You have efpoufed fuch Notions. They 
" feem to me, extremely wrong, and equally dangerous. 
** I am apt to think. You have not duly confidered, either 
•* the little Ground, they have to fupport them ) or the 
** pernicious Confequences, that may attend them." 

Why fhould not our Controvcrfics frdm the Prefs be car- 
ried on, with fuch a candiii surd amicable Strife ? This would 
certainly render them, more pleafing to the Reader j more 
profitable to the Public j and much more likely to have their 
defired Eftcdb upon pur Opponent. — For my part, I admire 
the Humanity and Tendernefs of the Poet's Refolution ; 
even more than the Boldnefs of his Figures, or the Beauty, 
of his ExprefTion : 

Tu Lapides lo^uiris^ e^o hyj/ina Vnba reponam. 
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jifp. Who is warm now, Tberon? May I 
not remind my Friend, that the Refentful is no 
more fitted to work Conviftion, than the Raptu* 
rwj?— Perhaps, You have not duly confidered 
this Subjeft ; nor feen it in the proper Point 
of View- I have fometiraes beheld a Ship of 
War, feveral Leagues oiF at Sea. It feemed tcJ 
be a Jm chudy Something, hovering on the 
Skirts of the Horizon; contemptibly mean^ 
and not worthy of a Moment's Regard.-*— But, 
as the floating Citadel approached, the Mafti 
arofc; the Sails fwelled out j its ftately Form, 
and c«M:ions Proportions ftruck the Sight. It 
was no longer a fhapelefs Mais, or a Blot in 
the Profpeft, but the Ma/kr-Piea of humart 
Contrivance, and the mbkji Speftacle in the 
World of Art. The Eye is never weary of 
viewing its Structure, nor the Mind in con- 
templating its Ufes. 

Who knows, T'heron, but this lacred Scheme 
likewife, which You now look upon a« a cm^ 
fufed Heap x)f Errors, may very much improve, 
when more clofely examined. May, at lengthy 
become a wife and benign Plan; admirably 
fitted to the Condition of our fallen Nature, 
and perfe6tty worthy of all Acceptation. 

I'ber. I know not what may happen, ^fpa^ 
Jo. But there feems to be very little Probabi- 
lity cf fuch a Change. For, though my laft 
Oppofition was a mock Fight : in my prefent 

Ob- 
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Objeftions I am very fincercy and to this Doc- 
trine I .am a real Enemy. ^The Notion of a 

fubftituted and vicarious Righteoufnefs is ab- 
furd even to common Senfe, and to the moll 
natural and eafy Reflexions of Men. 

Afp. It may not, my dear Friend, agree 
with our natural Apprehenfions ; nor fall in 
with the Plan, which We might have devifed, 
for the Salvation of Mankind. But this is the 
Voice of Scripture, and a Maxim never to be 
forgotten; GOD*s Thoughts are not as our 

Thoughts^ nor his Ways as our Ways^. His 

Kigbteoufnefs is like thejirong Mountains^ and his 
Judgments are like the great Deep -j- ; the former 
immoveable, the latter unfearchable. 

Ther. The Mention of Mountains, puts me 

in Mind of what I was reading Yeflerday ► 

the keen Irony, with which Abimelech's prin- 
cipal Officer chaflifed the bluflrering Gaal : 
Tboufeeji the Shadow of the Mountains y as if they 
were Men J, He, it is farcaftically intimated^ 
was afraid, and my Afpafo fecms to be fond^ 
of Shadows, 

jifp. Happy for your Afpafio^ that Irony is 
no Argument. If a Jury was impanelled, to 
try me and my Doftrine, I fhould certainly 
except againfl: frony. Generally fpeaking, He 
is neither a good Man^ nor a true. And, if \ 
Kmember right, You Yourfelf confented to fet 

Him 

♦ Ifal Iv, 8. t ^>'- »«vi. 6. X Judg. ix. 36. 
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Him afide in this Debate. I fhall therefore 
adapt my Reply, rather to what is folid, than 
what is fmart. 

" This Notion, You fay, is abfurd even to 
*^ common Senfe" — A Saying, upon which I 
muft beg Leave to put a Query. It was, I own, 
abfolutely beyond the Power of common Senfe, 
unaffifted by divine Revelation, to difcover this 
Truth. — I will grant farther. That this Blef- 
ling infinitely tranfcends^ whatever common 
Senfe has obferved, in all her Converfe with 

finite Things. ^But, if I have any the leaft 

Acquaintance with common Senfe, I am very 
fure. She will noty She cannot pronounce it an 
Abfurdity. To this Judge I refer the Caufe. 

And to open the Caufe a little, let me juft 
obferve. That GOD imputed our Sins to his 
SON. How elfe could the immaculate JESUS 
be puniflied, as the moft inexcufable Tranf- 
greflbr ? Awake ^ O Sword^ againfi my Shepherd ^ 
and againft the Man that is my Fellow y faith the 
LORD ofHoJls *. — Is not this the Voice of a 
Judge, pronouncing the Sentence, and autho- 
rizing the Execution ? Or rather, does it not 
defcribe the Aftion of Juftice, turning the 
$word from Us, and flieathing it in CHRIST? 
— ^Who, if He was our Subftitute with regard 
to penal Sufferings why may He not fland in 
the fame Relation, with regard to jujlifying 

Obe- 
* 2tA. xiii. 7. 
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Obedience ? There is the fame Reafon for the 
one, as for the other. Every Argument in fa- 
vour of the former, is equally conclufive in be- 
half of the latter. 

T'ber. I very freely grant, that CHRIST 
JESUS was punifhed in our Stead; that bis 
Death is the Expiation of our Sin, and the 
Caufe of our Security from penal Suffering. 
But this — 

j4^. Will undeniably prove, that Sin was 
imputed to Him ; otherwifeHc could not truly 
fiiffer in our Stead, nor htjujily punifhed at all. 
" And Imputation is as rcafonable and juflifi- 
*' able in me Cafe^ as in the other i for they 
" both fland upon one and the fame Foot i 
" and for that Reafon, He who throws down 
" one, throws down both." — I fhould not have 
interrupted my Theron^ only to introduce this 
Anfwer from an eminent Divine. Who adds, 
what fhould be very ferioufly confidered ; 
" And therefore, whoever rejefts the Dodbinc 
« of the Imputation of our SAVIOUR'S Righ- 
** teoufnefs to Man, does, by fo doing, reject 
" the Imputation of Man's Sin to our S A VI- 
** OUR, and all the Confequences of it. Or, 
" in other Words, He who rcjefts the Doc- 
** trine of the Imputation^ does, by fo doing, f e- 
" jcft the Do6hine of the Expiation likewifc *.*' 

Tber. 

♦ Staynoe upon Salvation by JESUS CHRIST alone; 
Vol. I. 334. 



D I A L O G U E V. 205 

T^^r. I know nothing of this Divine ; and, 
eminent as He is, can hardly take his Ipfe dixit 
for a Decifion. ^ 

jifff. I was in hopes. You would pay the 
greater Regard to bis Opinion, becaufe He is 
not in the Number of the whimfical Fana- 
tics. 

GTive me Leave to obferve farther. That the 
Imputation of CHRISTs Riditeoufiiefs, bears 
an evident Analogy to another great Truth of 
Chrijiianity. We did not perfonally commit 
jidam's Sin, yet are We chargeable with Guilt, 
and liable to Condemnation, on that— - 

1^. How ! We chargeable with Guilt, and 
liable to Condemnation, on Account oi Adam's 
Tranfgreflion ! This Pofition I muft deny; I 
had almoft faid, I muft abhor. None other 
could, in the Eye of Juftice and Equity, be 
blameable for any Offence of our firft Parents, . 
but they only. 

jifp. So fays Theron^ but what fays St. Paul? 
This may be the Voice of natural Reafon, but 
what is the Language of divine Revelation ? 
In whom J that is in Adam^ all have Jinned. 

T'ber. The Words, if I remember right, are 
'—For that all havejinned. 

Afp. In the Margin, they are tranflated, as 
I have repeated them. For this. Interpretation 
I might contend, as not in the leaft incompat- 

ibte 
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ible with the original Phrafe*, and as the 
mojt precifely fuitaWe to the facred Argument. 
But I wave this Advantage, Let the Words 
run into your Mould, and the Tranflation take 
your Form. They are equally decifive of the 
Point in Debate. — They affign the Reafon^ why 
Death came upon all Men ; Infants themfelves 
not excepted: For tbat^ or inafmuch aSy all 
have finned. How ? Not in their own Perfon ; 
. this was utterly impoffible. But in that firft 
grand Tranlgi*effion of their federal Head. 
Which, as it could not be adlually committed 
by them, muft, according to the Tenour of 
the Apoftle's Arguing, be imputed to them. 

"Ther. Pray, what do You mean by that crude, 
and to me unintelligible Phrafe, federal Head. 

Afp. I mean what the Apoftle teaches, when 
He calls CHRIST thefecond Man f , and the lajl 
AdamX. — Thefecond! Thelaft! How? Not 
in a numerical Senfe. Not in Order of Time. 

But in this Refpeft ^That, as Adam w^as a 

public Perfon, and 'a6led in the Stead of all 
Mankind ; fo CHRIST was a public Perfon, 
and aaed in Behalf of all his People — That, 
as Adam was the /^y? general Reprefentative of 

this 

* E$' » Tavrcc fifAufof. Rom. v. I2. Not to mention 
the famous Diftindion of Epi^etuSy ra iP* nfAiVy nor the 
well-known Adagy of Hifiody fjt,sr^09 f nri wwrn a^irtv. 
See Chap. iv. i8. v. 2. of this very Epiftle, Where the Pre- 
pofition fTTi is ufed in j//pa/}o*s Senfe. 

t I C^. XV. 47. t X Cor. XY. 45, 
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this Kind, CHRZST'was the fecon J znd the Jajl: 
there never was, and there never will be, any 
other — That, what they feverally did, in this 
Capacity, was not intended to terminate in 
themfelves, but to afeSi as many as they rc- 

fpeftivcly reprefented. This is St. PauFs 

Meaning, and this is the Foundation of the 
Doftrine of Imputation. 

T})er. If You build it on no other Founda- 
tion, than your own particular Senfe of the 
Apoftle's Words, perhaps, your Ground may 
prove fandy, and treacherous to its Truft. 

Afp. I build it upon mine, and I deduce it 
from yours, Tberon. — But I am far from rett- 
ing the whole Weight of the Caufe, upon a 
Jingk Text. It is eftablifhed, again and again, 

in this fame Chapter. Neither do I wonder 

. at the Prejudices, which You and Others may 
entertain againft the Dodlrine. It lies quite 
out of the Road of Reafon's Refearches : it is 
among the wonderful Things of GOD's Law. 
This the infpired Penman forefaw, and mo- 
delled his Difcourfe accordingly. Like fome 
Ikilful Engineer, who, though He makes the 
whole Compafs of his Fortification ftrong, 
yet beftows peculiar and additional Strength on 
thofe Parts, which He apprehends will be ex- 
pofed to the fierceft Attack. So the wife, the 
divinely wife Apoftle, has inculcated, and rein- 
culcated, this momentous Point : hasinforced 

"it 
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it with all the Affiduity of Zeal, and confirmed 
it by all the Energy of Expreffion. — If through 
the Offence of One ^ many be dead — The Judgment 
W^s by One to Condemnation-r^By one Man's, Of -^ 

fence Death reigned by One By the Offence of 

One, Judgment came upon all Men to Ccmdemna-^ 
tion *. — ^That there may remain no Poffibility, 
of miftaking his Meaning, or of eluding his 
Ai'gument, He adds, By one Mans Difobedi- 
ence many were made Sinners -f-. 

Tber. Siny I am told by a celebrated Expo- 
fitor, fometimes fignifies Punijhment. He far- 
ther informs me, that We may be faid to fin 
in Adam, not by the Imputation of hi^ Difo- 
bedience to Us, but by becoming obnoxious to 
thofe Sufferings which were due. to his Sin. 

Afp. Then the Apoftle's Reafoning will ftarid 
in this Form ; Death eame upon allMen^for that 
all have Jinned-, that is, Suffering came upon 
all Men, becaufe all have fuffered. A goodly 
Stiam of Argumentation for an unerring Wri- 
ter to ufe ! — But furely GamalieN Pupil would 
difclaim, much more would CHRJSTs Am- 
baffador fcorn, fuch weak and unmeaning Chi- 
canery. He mentions Sin and its Punifhment ^ 
but never hints, that they arc intended to fig- 
nify one and the fame Thing. He all along 
maintains a Diftinftion between tliem j repre- 
fcnts the former, as the Caufe of the latter. 

Judg^ 

• Jim. V. 15, 16, 17, 18. t ^2^- V' 19* 
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yudgment^ Condemnation^ Death are owing to 
&«, Offence^ Difobedience. It is by the Impu- 
tation of thefe, that We become obnoxious to 
thofe.« — This Account clears up the Equity of 
that providential Government, v/hich executes 
the Sentence of Death, even on thofe Defcen- 
dents of Adam^ who have not finned in their 
own Perfons. It alfo illuftrates the Procedure 
of that fovereign Grace, which treats as righ- 
teous, and entitles to Life, even thofe Believers 
in JESlISy who have not obeyed in their own 
Perfons. — What fays our Church ? You have 
a great Veneration for the Church of England, 
T'heron. 

^her. I have. But, I fear, my Afpajio has 
neither fo honourable an Opinion of her Wor- 
Ihip, nor fo fteady an Adherence to her Con- 
ftitution. Otherwife, He would not fo highly 
extol thofe ambitious and canting Hypocrites 
the Puritans. Who were the moft inveterate 
Enemies of our excellent Eftablifhment, and 
would have rejoiced in its utter Subverfion. 

Afp. As to the Puritans, You will do me 
the Juftice to acknowledge, that I fpeak only 
of their evangelical Tenets, abftrafled from all 
political Principles. — As to myfelf, your Fears 
are friendly, but I truft they are groundlefs. I 
would only alk ; Who are to be deemed the 
moft afFeftionate and faithful Sons of their fa- 
cred Mother ? Thofe, I prefume, who moft 

Vol. L P cordiallj 
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cordially embrace her Doftrines, and mofl di^ 
tifully fubmit to her Precepts. By this Touch- 
ftone let my Fidelity be tiied. And for an im- 
mediate Tryal, be pleafed to repeat her Ninth 
Article. 

^ber. I cannot fay, that I remember the par- 
tjcular Words of any, though I have often 
read, ^nd very much approve them all. 

Afp. \ wifli, You vvould commit tp your 
Memory, four or five of the moft diftiuguifh- 
ed *. They are a valuable Treafure, and con- 
tain the Quinteflence of the Gtofpel. 

Thefe aie the Words of the Ninth Article. 

Original Sin is the Fault and Corruption of 

every Man> that naturally is engendered of 
«* the Qflfspring of Adfiin:" It is the Faulty fays 
the piou$ Bifhpp Beveridgfy aud therefore We 
?ire guilty of it. \t is the Corruption alfo, 

and therefore We are defiled with it. Our 

Homilies have recourfe to no fuch Palliatives^ 
and qualifying Interpretations, as my Therms 
Expofitor ufes. On.e of thepa affirms point- 
blank, that " in Mam all Meij fwned ui^ver- 
" fally." This feenjs to be a Para.plu.afe on the 
Text, whofe Tranflation You lately contro- 
verted. — In what Seufe our great poetical Di- 
vine underftood the facred Writer, is apparent 
from the following Words ; which are fuppofed 
to have been fpoken by JEHOVAH himfelf > 

— Adam's 
. ♦ EfpcciaUy, Article IX, X, XI, XU, XIU, 
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Adam'i Crime 



Makes guilty all his Sons *. 

And from another PafTage, \^herc our rebel- 
lious Progenitor, bewailing his aggravated Mi- 
fery, and the extenfive Malignity of his Sin, 
declares. 

In me all 
Po/lerity Jlands cursd\. 

For my own Part I muft confefs, That, if 
the Tranfmiffion of original Depravity be 
granted, I know not how the Imputation tA 
Adam's deftru6live Apoftacy can be denied. If 
We had no Concern in the ohe, how could 
We be juftly puniftied with the othet ? — 1 fafy 
punijhed. For, to lofe the primitive Integrity 
of our Nature, and inherit a depraved Difpo- 
fition, is at once a iftoft deplorable Calamity, 
and a moft terrible Punifhment. — Corruptidrt 
tranfmitted, and Guilt imputed, feem to be 
Do6trines indijfolubfy conne6tcd. To allow the 
former, and reject the latter, is, in my Ap-r 
prehcnfion, to acknowledge the EffeSi without 
admitting the Caufe. 

T!ber. To make Us Parties in a Covenant, 
which We did not agree to, can this be eqm^ 
tabled To ruin \5s for a Crime, which We 
never committed, can this be merciful^ Surely, 
this is a flagrant Injuftice, never to be afcribed 

to 

♦ MiUm^ B. IH. 290* t B. X. 817- 

P 2 
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to the all-gracious GOD. A diabolical Bar- 
barity, add Some, never to be mentioned with- 
out the utmoft Deteftation. 

jifp. I fee no^Caufe for fuch a tragical Out- 
cry of Barbarity, nor indeed for any Com- 
plaint of Injuftice. Not to infift upon the 
Sovereignty of an all-creating GOD, and his 
unqueftionablc Right to do what He will with 
hts own *, I vyrould only afk — Did He not con- 
defcend to tranfaft witli Man, not on the Foot 
of abfolutc uncontroulable Authority, but in 
the honourable and delightful Way of a G?- 
venant ? Were not the Terms of this Cove- 
nant, perfefUy eafy, and wonderfully graci- 
ous ? Wonderfully gracious : For, they propofed 
a State of inconceivable and everlafting Feli- 
city ^ to Ci'eatures, who were intitled to no 
Happinefs; had not the leaft Claim to any 
Good; no, not fo much as to the Privilege of 
Exiftence. PerfeSily eafy : For, what was the 
Condition on Man's Part ? Nx>t any rigorous Aft 
of Duty, nor fevere Courfe of Self-denial, but 
the free Enjoyment oi Millions of Bleflings and 
Pleafures, with only the Prohibition of one per- 
nicious Indulgence. ^Here then is made, on 

one hand, a Promife of the mod glorious Re- 
ward, that GOD himfelf could give : and no- 
thing required, on the other, but the fmallefi 
Expreflion of Allegiance, that Man himfelf 

could 

* Matt^ KSi. 1$. t Luii x. 28, 
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could wifh. And is this Injuftice? Is this 

Barbarity ? 

7'ber. All this was equitable enough with re^ 
gard to Adam : but why fhould We be con- 
demned for bis Violation of the Covenant ? — 
Or how was fuch a Conftitution of Things 
gracious, with refpeft to Us ? 

Afp. " Why condemned ?" — Becaufe, We 
fhould have been Partakers of the Benefit and 
the Glory, if He had perfevered in his Duty. 
To this, I prefume, None would objeft. And 
if they would not to the one, they ought not ta 
the other. 

You afk farther ; " How was fuch a Confti- 
" tution of Things gracious,withrefpe6l to Us ?" 
— ^I anfwer j Becaufe it was the moft likely Means, 
to fecure the Happinefs of Us and all Man- 
kind. Was not Adam^ of all other Perfons, 
by far the beft qualified to a6l as a general 
Head ? He had a Perfeftion of Knowledge, to 
difcern his true Intereft : a Perfedion of Ho- 
linefs, to capacitate Him for Obedience : and a 
Perfe6lion of Happinefs, difpofing Him to Pcr- 
feverance. As None could have more eminent 
Qualifications, None could have^S many Obli- 
gations. His own eternal Welfare was at 
ftake: the Salvation of his Family, of his 
Country, of the World, was depending : the 
Lives, the Souls, the everlafiing All of the 
whole human Race, were embarked on the 

P 3 fingle 
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fingle Bottom of his Fidelity. Therefore, the 
Felicity of every Individual, that fhould fpring 
from his Loins, was a frelh Motive to Vigi- 
lance, an additional Engagement to Duty*. 
—As his Love to his Offspring v^as more re- 
fined, more exalted, more godlike than ours, 
all thefe Confiderations and Inducements muft 
operate upon Him, in their fuUeft Scope, and 
with the ftrongeft Energy. What an En- 
trenchment was here, to keep out Difobedi- 
ence, and ward off Ruin ! An Entrenchment, 
(Jeep as Hells high as Heaven; wide as the 
whole Extent of the human Species. 

Herq then I may venture to throw the 
Gauntlet, and challenge the whole World. 
Let the moft penetrating Muid devife a Scheme, 
fo wifely and gracioufly calculated to ajcertain 
the Succefs of a probationary State. If this be 
imprafticable, then muft every Mouth be ftop- 
ped : No Tongue can have the leaft Reafon to 
complain : I, for my Part, (hall think myfelf 
obliged to admire the Benignity of my C RE- 

ATOR's 

* Should any Perfon imagine Himfelf more capable of 
ftanding than Adam^ who was endowed with all the Perfec- 
tions of an innocent, holy, godlike Nature ; I think, by this 
very Imagination, He begins to fall \ fall into Pride. 
Should any Perfon fuppofe, That, from a View to his own 
particular Salvation, He would have been faithful ; when 
Adam was not engaged to Fidelity, from a Regard to his 
own and the Salvation of all his Pofterity ; He feems to bo 
juft as wife as the Mariner, who perfuades Himfelf, Thatj^ 
though a thoufand Anchors could not fecure the Ship in a 
Storm, yet one might have dpne it cffedually. 
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ATOR's Condua: and GOD may juftly 
demand of all intelligent Creatures, WhatsoulH 
have been done more for the Salvation of Man- 
kind, that I ha've not done *. 

Efpecially, when to all this We add, That 
the fame ALMIGHTY Being, who appointed 
Adam to be our Reprcfentative in the firfl Co- 
venant, without alking oxxv aSlual Confent i ap- 
pointed alfo CHRIST to be our Reprefentative 
in the fecond Covenant, without ftaying for 
our a£!ual Solicitation. When We take this ihtd 
the Account, there remains not the leafl Sha- 
dow of Injuftice; but Goodnefs, tranfcendent 
Goodnefs, fhines forth with the brighteftLuflre. 

T&T. Goodnefs, Afpajio ! Tliis is furprifing 
indeed. Why, if Adam's Tranfgreflion be laid 
to oiir Charge, We are damnable Creatures, the 
very Moment We exift ; and are liable to the 
Torments of Hell, even on account of his DiP. 
obedience. To term this Goodnefs, is the great- 
eft of Paradoxes ! To affirm it of the DEITY, 
is little lefs than Blafphemy ! 

Afp. Let Us be calm, my dear Friend, and 
confider the Cafe impartially. If it is not a 
real Truth, I fhall be as willing to relinquifh 
it, as Yourfelf. 

Is riot Death, eternal Death, the Wages of 
every Sin ? And if of every Sin, then doubt- 
lefs of original Sin. Which is the Fountain^ 

from 
* If/iL V. 4. 

P4 
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from whence all the Streams of aflual Iniquity 
flow s or rather the Abyfsy from whence all the 

Torrents pour. That, which could not be 

pardoned, but by the Humiliation and Agonies 
of GOD's adorable SON, may reafonably be 
fuppofed to defer ve the moft dreadful Venge- 
ance. And it is affirmed, by an Authority 
which You will not difpute, that " For ori- 
" ginal as well as aftual Sin, the Offering of 
« CHRIST is a Propitiation and Satisfac- 
"tion*" 

Does not St. Paul deliver it, as a Maxim in 
Divinity ? That, iy the Offence of One^ Adam 
He undoubtedly means, 'Judgment came upon 
all Men to Condemnation -f-. The Import of the 
Words, together with the Connexion of the 
Paffage, lead Us to underftand this of a Con- 
demnation to eternal Mifery. T^be Import of 

the Words : for, they are doubled J, to make 
them peculiarly ftrong in their Signification : 
and each Word, within the Compafs of this 
very Epiftle, is ufcd in that awful Latitude of 
Meaning ||. The ConneSlion of the Paffage : be- 
caufe, it Hands oppofed to that Juftification 
which is unto Life. This, We are fure, in- 
cludes the Idea of an everlafting Duration. 
And why fhould its tremendous Counterpart 
be lefs extenfive ? 

This 

• Article XXXI. f Rom. v. l8. 

X K^»j(A^ tig TO itocrxxfifAa. 
II Rom. ii. 3. iii. 8. viii. !• 
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This Senfe is evidently patronized^ and this 
Doftrine moft peremptorily ajfertedy by our 
eftablifhed Church. What fays the Book of 
Homilies^ when treating of the Miferies confe- 
quent upon the Fall ? " This fo great and mi- 
" ferable a Plague, if it had only refted on 
•* Adam^ who firft offended, it had been much 
" eafier, and might the better have been borne. 
" But it fell not only on Him, but alfo on his 
" Pofterity and Children for ever; fo that the 
" whole Brood of Adams Race fhould fuftain 
** the felf-fame Fall and Punifhment, which 
" their Fore-father by his Offence mofl jufUy 
" had deferved *." — ^Lefl any fhould mifappre- 
hend the Defign of our Reformers, and fup- 
pofe the Punifliment to confifl only of fome 
bodily Suffering, or the Lofs of Immortality, 
it is added in the fame alarming Difcourfej 
" Neither Adam^ nor any of his, had any 
" Right or Interefl at all in the Kingdom of 
" Heaven ; but were become plain Reprobates 
" and Caflaways, being perpetually damned to 
** the everlafling Pains of Hell." 

Left You fhould imagine, this might be 
written under a Sally of hafty Zeal, or that it 
is to be reckoned among the doting Opinions 
of a credulous Antiquity 5 let me remind my 
Friend, That it is ingrafted into the Articles. 
Thofe Articles, which were agreed upon by the 

Arch- 

? Homily on the Nativity of C HR 1ST. 
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Archbifhops and Bifhops of both Provinces ; 
were confented to by the whole Clergy; and 
are, to this Day, the national Standard of our 
Belief. The Ninth Article, beginning with a 
Defcription of our depraved Nature, fubjoins 
an Account of its proper Defert ; " In every 
" Perfon born into the World, it deferveth 
« GOD's Wrath and Damnation *." 

^ber. How miferable then is Man ! 

Ajp. In HimfelfHt is miferable beyond Ex- 
preffion. But a Conviftion of this Mifery is 
the Beginning of all Happinefs. The Valley of 
Achor is a Door of Hope ^f. 

Ther. Explain Yourfelf, Afpafio. You feem 
to deal very much in the Incomprehenfibles. 

Afp. Such a Conviction would demonftrate 
the abfolute Infiifficiency of all human Attain- 
ments, and all human Endeavours, to procure 

Life 

* I am fuq>rifed to fee a learned Author, attempting to 
fiiath the Sting of this awful Denunciation : attempting to 
prove, that the Words ** do not fignify G O D's eternal 
•< Wrath, and the Damnation of Hell." — — Ifhalltake no 
Pains to confute, what He is pleafed to advance. I leave the 
Qaeftion in the Reader's own Breaft. Let Him difcover, if 
He can, a different Meaning in the Sentence. Unlefs He 
has a pretty fhrewd Knack at Sophijlry^ I am petfuaded. He 
will find it a difficult Matter to give any other tolerable Turn 
to the PalTage. — Surely, it muft be a great Reproach to our 
venerable Mother, if She delivers her Doflrinc in Language 
fofallaciousj as muft necef&rihr miflead the G^ndrality of her 
Sons : or in Terms fo ahjtruje^ as even a good Undcrftand- 
ing cannot develop, without fome Proficiency in critical Le- 
gerdemain. 

t HoJ, ii. 15. A<bw fignifics 7r««*ilf. 
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Life and Salvation. ^For, in cafe We could 

perform every Jot and Tittle of the divine 
Law ; offend in no Inflance ; fall fhort m no 
Degree j peifevcre to the very End -, yet this 
would be no more than our prefent boundea 
Duty. Not the Icaft Pittance of Merit could 
arife from all this. Much lefs could this be 
fuiEcient to expiate original Guilt, or remove 
the dreadful Entail of the primitive all-deftroy- 
ing Sinw 

This> therefore, would moft efFe6lually pre- 
clude every falfe Confidence; znA^fweep atjoaj^ 
at one Stroke, every Refuge of Lies *. It would 
lay Us under an immediate, a moft indiipen- 
fible, and a happy Neceflity, of betaking Our- 
felves to CHRIST. — I fay happy Neceflity j be^ 
caufe then Wc fhould know, by Experience, 
what each Part of our LORD's awfiil yet ten- 
der Declaration meaneth; O Ifraell Thou haft 
deftroyed thyfelf-, but in ME is thy Help f . — We 
fhould then find, that as Sin and Mifery have 
abounded through the firft Adam^ Mercy and 
Grace have much more abounded through the f&- 
cond. For, if We were ruined by a Crime 
which We committed not. We are recovered 
by a Righteoufnefs which We performed not* 
A Righteoufnefs, infinitely furpaffing what^ 
ever We could have acquired; even though 
our Nature had been tranfmitted to Us, free 

from 
* IfaL xxviii, ij. f Hof. xUi. 9; 
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from any Depravity, and exempt from all 
GuUt. 

^her. In your Opinion then, and according 
to your Scheme, Salve and a Regimen are bet- 
ter than a good Conftitution. 

Afp. No, T'heron. My Opinion is, that none 
can think Himfelf aggrieved, or have any Rea- 
fon to complain, at that grand and beneficent 
Regulation, v\rhich fuffers the Jickly Taper 
to be obfcured or extinguifhed, but fheds 
abroad the boundlefs and majeftic Beams of Day. 
And if any Comparifon be made between the 
moft perfedl human Obedience, and the ever- 
laftmg divine Righteoufnefs of CHRIST, it 
fhould be taken from the glimmering Taper 
and the meridian Sun. 

Tber. I cannot perfuade myfelf to admire 
fuch myfterious and unaccountable Notions. 
They muft puzzle Some : wiU offend Others : 
but cannot edify Any. 

jifp. This Point, That We all died in Adam ^ 
were undone by his Apoftacy ; cannot puzzle 
the fimplefl, if unprejudiced Mind. — ^Nor will 
it offend Any, but the proud Philofopher, or 
the felf-righteous Moralift. — ^And I affure You, 
I fhould not mention it, much lefs infift upon 
it, did it not fubferve, and in a very Angular 
Manner, the Purpofes of Edification. The 
Doftrine of a REDEEMER, obeying and dy- 
ing in our Stead, is the very Hinge and Center 

of 
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of all evangelical Revelations : is the very Life 
and Soul of all evangelical Bleffings. This 
Dodrine is not a little illuftrated, and comes 
greatly recommended, by the Imputation of 
Adams Sin. 

Contraries^ You know, caft Light upon, and 
fet off each other. Winter and its fevere Cold, 
makes Spring and its chearing Warmth, more 
fenfibly perceived, and more highly pleafing. 
Such an Influence has the prefent Subjeft, 
writh refpefl to the vicarious Obedience of our 
MEDIATOR. The more clearly We fee the 
Reality of the former, the more thoroughly We 
fhall difcern the Expediency^ xht Excellency^ the 
Glory of the latter. The more We are hum- 
bled under the One, the more We fhall rejoice, 

exult, and triumph in the Other. The 

Apoftle draws a long Parallel, or rather forms 
a flrong Contrail between them, in the fifth 
Chapter to the Romans. He fpeaks copioufly 
of Adam's Guilt, imputed to all Mankind for 
Condemnation and Death : that He may fpeak 
the more acceptably, the more charmingly of 
CHRISTs Righteoufnefs, imputed to all Be- 
lievers for Juftification and Life. In that dark 
Ground^ He well knew, this faireft loveliefl 
Flower of Chriftianity, appears with peculiar 
Beauty j indeed with all the Beauty of confum- 
mate Wifdom, and adorable Benignity. 

"Ther. 
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^her. It really feems to me a Thing impof- 
Jibky that one Man's Righteoufnefs fliould be 
made Another's. Can one Man live by the 
Soul of Another ? Or be learned by the Learn- 
ing of Another? Good Ajj^ajto^ never at- 
tempt to maintain fuch palpable Abfurdities. 
They will expofe Chriftianity to the Scorn of 
Infidels. 

Afp. If Infidels fcoflF at this comfortable 
Truth, their Scoffing will be, like aH their 
other Cavils, not the Voice of Reafon, but the 
Clamour oiYitya^vzt. 

My Friend's Objedtion mfinuates, what Wc 
never aflert j That the Effince of this Righte- 
oufiicfs is ti'ansferred. Which would doubt- 
lefe be in Faft impoflible, as it is in Theory 
abfurd.-^But this We difavow, as ftrcnuoufly 
as You can oppofe. Our R E DE E M E R's 
Righteoufiiefe is made ours, not by Infuftoriy 
but by Imputation. The very Terms Wc ufe, 
may acquit Us from fuch a ridiculous Charge; 
as Imputation fignifies •^ A placing to the Ac- 
" count of One, what is done by Another/' 
Accordingly We believe. That the Eflence of 
this Righteoufnefs is CHRISTs, the Merit of 
it Ours: that CHRIS% and CflKZST* alone, 
wrought it out ; but that working it out, in 
our Stead, GOD imputes it to Us; GOD ac- 
cepts Us for it; accepts Us as muchy as i/W^ 
had, in our own Perfons, performed it. 

ner. 



D I A L O G U E V. 223 

^tber. Not all your Refinements can recon- 
cile me to this uncouth Notion.— ^^The Prac- 
tice is uneofampUd^ and abfolutely inconfiflent 
with the Rules of dijiributive Juftice, 

j4J^. Ah ! my I'berony if We feek an Ex- 
ample of QOD's unbounded Goodnefs, ap? 
mongft the puny Proceedings of Men 5 We 
Ihall be led into the moft egregious Mifappre- 
henfions. To meafure one of the Sparks on 
your Ring, and fancy We have taken the Di- 
menfion of the j4^s or the j^ndes, would be, 
in comparifon of this Error, a fmall Miflake. 
Since, between a brilliant Speck, and a Range 
of Mountains, there is Jbme Proportion : but 
between human Beneficence, and this heavenly 
Bounty, there cannot poffibly be tf»y.— How* 
ever, the all-condefcending CREATOR has 
been pleafed, fo to difpenie his infinitely rich 
Grace; that We may find, though nothing 
parallel, nothing correfpondent, yet {omt faint 
Shadow of its Manner y among the Affairs of 
Mankind. Something, that may perhaps give 
Us fuch an Idea of the ftupendous Subjef^, 
as a Glow-worm would give of the Smi's Splen- 
dor, in cafe a Peribn had never beheld that 
magnificent Luminary. — This Remark I muft 
intreat You to recolleft, whenever I attempt 
to elucidate the Myfteries of the Gofpel, by the 
OccuiTences of common Life. 

When 
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When your worthy Minifter was difablecl, 
by a Rheumatic Diforder, from attending on 
the Bufineis of his Fundlion, feveral of the 
neighbouring Clergy gave Him their Aflift- 
ance. Was He not, by this vicarious Perform- 
ance of his Office, intitled to all the Profits of 
his Living ? It feems therefore not fo unex- 
ampled a Thing, for one Perfon to a£t in an- 
other's Stead. And when a Service is thus 
difcharged by the Proxy y the Benefit may, ac- 
cording to the received Maxims of Mankind, 

accrue to the Principal. Did not Jehus De- 

fcendents, even to the fourth Generation *, reap 
the Advantage of their great Grandfather's 
Zeal ? Does not the Duke of — enjoy the Ho- 
nours and Rewards, won by the Sword of a 

viftorious Anceftor? And may not the 

whole World of Believers, with equal, with 
far greater Juftice, receive Life and Salvation, 
on Account of their all-deferving SAVIOUR? 
Efpecially, fince He and They are one myftical 
Body; reprefented as fuch in Scripture, and 
confidered as; fuch by G O D. 

No, fay You : this is contrary to the Rules 
of diftributive Juftice. — ^What is your Idea of 
a Surety ? How was the Affair ftated, and how 
were Matters negotiated, with relation to your 
generous Acquaintance Philander? He, You 

know, 

♦ 2 Kings X. 20, 
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know, was bound for an unfortunate Brother, 
who lately flepped afide. 

"Ther. The Debt, by his Brother's abfcond- 
ing, devolved upon Philander. He was re- 
fponfible for all, and obliged to pay the whole 
Sum. 

Afp. .Was not his Payment as fatisfa£iory to 
the Creditor, as if it had been paid in the 
Debtor's own Perfon, by the Debtor's own 
Hand ? Q 

T[her. Certainly. 

jifp. Was not the Debtor, by this vicarious 
Payment, releafed from all Fear of Profecu- 
tion, and acquitted from any future Demand 
on this Score ? 

^ber. He was. 

Afp. Apply this Inftance to the Redemption 
. of Sinners by JESUS CHRIST: who is, m the 
facred Writings, exprefly fly led A Surety *. — 
If Philanders A61 was deemed, in the Eftima- 
tion of Law, the A61 of his Brother ^ if the 
Deed of the former was imputed, in point of 
Advantage, intirely to the latter ; why fliould 
not the fame EfFefts take place, with regard to 
the divine Bondfman, and poor infolvent Sin- 
ners? Why Ihould that be exploded in our 
Syftems of Divinity, which is univerfally ad- 
mitted in our Courts of Juftice ? 

"Tber. 

♦ Hib. viii. 22. 

Vol. I. Q 
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^her. Obedience and Righteoufnefs are, ift 
the Nature of the Things themfelves, perfonal 
Qualities, and only fo. Every Man is that only 
(and can be nothing elfe) which He is in 
Himfelf. 

Afp. Righteoufnefs, as dwelling in Us, is un- 
doubtedly a perfonal Quality; and Obedience, 
as performed by Us, comes under the fame De- 
nomination. But does this fuperfede the Ne- 
ceflity, or deftroy the ExiftenceQ)f imputed 
Righteoufnefs ? — Your firft Propofition is am- 
biguous. Let it fpeak diftinftly ; add inherent 
to your Righteoufnefs 5 and the Senfe be- 
comes determinate, but the Argument falls to 
the Ground. 

" Every Man is that only, (and can be no- 

« thing elfe). which He is in Himfelf." ^If I 

had never feen the Bible, Ifhould have yielded 
my ready Aflfent to this Propofition. But> 
when I open the Old Teftament, and find it 
written by the Prophet; In the LORD Jkall 
all the Houfe oflfrael hejufiijied *. When I turn 
*to the New Teftament, and hear the Apbftte 
faying; Te are complete in HI My ncho is the 
Head of all Principalities and Powers -f, I can- 
not concur with ifheron^ without coAtradi<5t- 

ing Revelation. IfraeU or the true Believer, 

is faid to be juftified ; and the Foundation Of 
this Blcfling is declared to be, not in Himfelf, 

but 

* Ifai. Ixv. 2S, + CoUff. li. 10. 
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but in the L O R D. The Colojfiam are faid to 
be complete j which, we are very certain, they 
were not in themfelves ; and are exprefly af- 
fured, they were fo in CHRIST. — ^Hence it 
appears, quite contrary to my Friend's Affer- 
tion, that Sinners both have and are that in 
CHRISTy which they neither have nor are in 
themfelves. They have, by Imputation, ^ 
Rigbteoufnefs in CHRIST, they are, by this 
imputed Righteoufnefs, complete before GOD. 

I believe, your Miftake proceeds from ne- 
glefting to diilinguifli between inherent and 
IMPUTED. ^We never fuppofe. That a pro- 
fane Perfon is devout, or an intemperate Per- 
fon fober. This is inherent Righteoulhefs.— 
But We maintain, That the Profane and In- 
.temperate, being convinced' of their Iniquity, 
and betaking themfelves to the all-fufficient 
SAVIOUR for Redemption, are interefted in 
the Merit both of his Life and of his Death. 

This is imputed Righteoufnefs. ^We farther 

affirm. That, though really abominable in 
Themfelves, they are fully accepted by QOP, 
for his beloved SON's Sake. This is Jujlifca^ 
tion through imputed Righteoufnefs. 

Neither is this any private, precarious, or 
;Unfupported Opinion : it is the clear and pofi- 
tive Declaration of Scripture. He juftijieth^ He 
.abfolves from Guilt, He regards as righteous, 

,and treats as fuch Whom ? Upright, obedi- 

Qji ent. 
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ent, finlefs Creatures ? This were nothing ex- 
traordinary ^No; but He jujiifieth the Un- 
godly *, that beliroe in the L O R D JES US. 
Imputing, as the Ground of this Jultification, 
their Trefpafles to Him, and his Righteoufnefs 
to them. 

"Ther. I fee no Occafion for fuch ;7/V^Diftinc- 
tions, and metaphyfical Subtilties, in plain po^ 
pular Divinity. Hard Terms and abftrufe 
Notions, may perplex the Head, but feldom 
improve the Heart. 

Ajp. Why then do You oblige Us to make 
ufe of them ? If fome People twift and entangle 
the Reins, it behoves Others to clear them of 
the Embarrafment, and replace them in their 
due Order. — Many Writers, either from an 
artful Defign, or through a ftrange Inadver- 
tence, have jumbled and confounded thefe two 
very different Ideas. Hence, they have ftarted 
Objeftions to our Doflrine, which, the Mo- 
ment You introduce this obvious Diftindion, 
vanifh into Air. They fall into a Miftake of 
their own, and then throw the Abfurdity upon 
Others. 

I am no more fond of hard Terms, and 
abftrufe Notions, than my Ttheron. Neither 
can I think the Inftance before Us fo abftrufe 
a Notion. I am very certain, You are capable 
of comprehending much higher and nicer Re- 
finements. 
♦ Ram. iv. 5; 
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finements. Therefore, I muft once again in- 
treat You to remember the very material Dif- 
ference, between inherent and imputed Righte- 
oufhefs. The former exprelles Sanftification ; 
the latter denotes Juftification. By tbis^ We are 
reftored to the Favour of GOD ; by that^ We 
are made meet for his heavenly Kingdom. — 
Let this Diftin6lion, which is eafy, which is 
fcriptural, which is important, take place i 
and We may for the future difmifs, what you 
call, our metaphyfical Subtilties. Our Dif- 
agreement will ceafe, and our Opinions tally^ 

Ther. I queftion that, Afpafio. There are 
other Difficulties to be got over, before I can 
digeft fo crude an Opinion. — If we are jufti- 
fied by the Righteoufnefs of CHRIST, then the 
Righteoufnefs which juftifies Mankind is al^ 
ready wrought out. 

^fp. And this You take to be a moft enor-^ 
mous Falfhood. Whereas, I look upon it as 
'a moft delightful Truth. The Righteouf- 
nefs, which juftifies fmful Man, was fet on foot; 
when GOD fent forth his SON from the Ha- 
bitation of his Holinefs and Glory, to be born 
of a Woman, and made fubjeft to the Law. — 
It was carried on^ through the whole Courfe of 
our SAVIOUR'S Life ; in which He always did 
fuch Things, as were pleafing to his heavenly 
FATHER. — It was completed at that ever me- 
morable, that grand Period of Time, when the 

C^3 blefled 
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blefled IMMANUEL bowed his dying Head ; 
and cried, with a ftrong triumphant Voice, It 

IS FINISHED. 

If the juftifying Rightcoufnefs was to be 
wrought by Ourfehes^ Wc could never be truly 
and fully juilified till £>eath; till our Warfare 
was accomplifhed, and our laji A6t of Obedi- 
ence exerted. — But how uncomfortable is this 
Opinion ! How miferable would it render our 
Lives ! And how direftly does it run counter 
to the Determination of the Apoftle ; Te are 
jujiifed* ! 

T'ier. Soothed then with this pleafing Sur- 
ftiife, may not the Libertine fay to his Soul ? — ^ 
" Soul, take thine Eafe in the moft indolent 
" Security. All my carnal Appetites, indulge 
** Yourfelves without Reftraint. Confcience, 
** be under no Solicitude to live foberly, righ- 
" teoufly, and godlily. For the Work is done ; 
" all done to my Hands. I am like fome for- 
" tunate Heir, whofe Parents have been fuo- 
" cefsfuUy induftrious j and have left nothing 
" to exercife the Diligence of their furviving 
" Son, but only to poflefs the Inheritance, and 
" live on Labours not his own.** 

Afp. The Libertine, who only fpeculates or 
difputes. may indeed abufe the DoSlrine of 
Grace. But the Believer, who feels the Power 
of Grace, will improve it to better Purpofes, 

Wheit 
♦ 2 Cw. vi, II. 
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Where the former ovly jluSluates in theUnder- 
ftanding, fuch deteftable Confequences may 
enfue. Where the latter operates on the Heart, 
it will always produce very different Effefts. 
Such a Perfon, from fuch a Faith, will Be no 
more inclined to Inactivity or Licentioufnefs ; 
than our bufy humming Companions are in- 
clined, by this bright Sun-lhine and all thofe 
expanded Bloflbms, to Jleep away their Hours 
in the Hive. And You may as foon expeft to 
fee thefe Colonies of the Spring, fwarming in 
December^ clinging to an Icicle, or difperfing 
themfelves to gather Honey on the Snow ; as 
to fee a truly gracious Man, who is dead to Sin^ 
living any longer therein *. Whoever, there- 
fore, fo (hamefuUy perverts fo fweet and glo- 
rious a Do6lrine, is a Witnefs againft Him- 
felf, that He has neither Lot nor Portion in 
the ineftimable Privilege. If an Animal fuck 
Poifon from the moft wholefome Herbs, Wc 
are fure, from that infallible Indication, it is 
the vile Spider, or fome envenomed Infeft, 
not the valuable and induftrious Bee. 

Tber. Truly, Afpajto^ I know not how to call 
that Do6lrine fweet, much lefs can I recom- 
mend it as wholefome ; which renders Repen- 
tance, .perfonal Reformation, and inherent 
Reftitude needlefs. And if your Tenet is once 
received, all thefe Duties may fairly be difmif- 

fed. 
♦ Rjom, vL 2. 

0.4 
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fed. So that if the Thing was poflible, yet it 
would be pernicious. 

AJp. The Prophet was of another Mind : 
^hey Jl:aU Icok on Him, whom they have pierced^ 
and mourn *. Sirmers (hall look, by Faith, to 
their crucified LORD : fhall fee him faftened 
with Nails to the curfed Tree 5 fee Him ftab- 
bed to the Heart by the bloody Spear. And 
remembering, that this was the Punifliment due 
to their Provocations ; believing, that by this 
Punifhment, they are freed from all penal 
Sufferings, and intitled to all fpiritual Blef- 
fings : they fhall, not be tempted, to tranfgrefs, 
but incited to mourn ; not play the Profligate, 

but aft the Penitent. The Apoftle exaftly 

iagrees with the Prophet ; and both are diame- 
trically oppofite to my Friend ; T'be Goodnefs, 
the tranlcendent and amazing Goodnefs oj 
GOD our SJVIOUR, inftead of diverting from, 
leadeth to Repentance -f-. 

Far from obftrufting, it powerfully pro- 
motes, perfonal Reformation. For thus faith 
that all-wife Being, who intin^tely knows our 
Frame, and difcerns what is moft effeftual to 
work upon our Minds; T*he Grace of GOD, 
which bringeth Salvation, hath appeared-, teach- 
ing Us, that denying all Ungodlinefs and worldly 
Lujis, JVepould live foberly, right eoujly, and god- 
lily in this prefent evil World X* Grace, You 

obferve, 

♦ Zfch. xi. 10. t -Rww. ii. 4, % Ttt. ii. i j, |2, 
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obferve, even that glorioufly free Grace, which 
bringeth Salvation to unworthy Creatures, is 
a Diffuafive of all Vice, and an Encourage- 
ment to, every Virtue. 

As to inherent ReSiitude^ how can that be 
rendered needlefs by imputed Righteoufnefs i 
Is Health rendered infignificant, by the Abun- 
dance of our Riches ? Does Eafe become fu- 
perfluous, through the Beauty of our Appa- 
rel ?-^Holinefs is the Health of our Souls, and 
the Eafe of our Minds. Whereas, ungovern- 
able Paffions create keener Anguifh, than a 
Brood of Vipers gnawing our Bofoms. Inor- 
dinate Defires are a more intolerable Nuifance, 
than Swarms of Locufls infefting our Abodes. 
To regulate thofe^ and to reftrain thefey can 
never be needlefs, till Comfort and Sorrow 
change their Properties 5 till the diabolical 
Nature becomes equally defirable with the 
Divine, 

^her. The Believer, indeed, out of mere 
Generofity, mayy if He pleafe, add Works of 
Righteoufnefs of his own. But his main In- 
tereft is fecure without them. 

jifp. Rather, TCheroHy He miifi out of Duty, 
He will out of Gratitude, and from the new 
Difpofition of his Nature He cannot but^ add 
to his Faith Works of Righteoulhefs. 

How runs the heavenly Edi£ly in this Cafe 
inade and provided ? / w/7/, "That they 'who have 

believed 
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believed in GOD, be careful to maintain good 
Works *. — How beats the Pulfe of a believing 
Soul ? You may feel it, in that truly generous 
Demand, made by the Pfalmiji : What Jhall I 
render unto the LORD for all the Benefits^ that 
Me hath done unto me^f? A grateful Heart 
wants not the Goad, but is a Spur to itfeif. 
—How leans the Biafs of his Nature ? He is 
new bom; created in CHRIST JESUS unto 
good Works X ; his Delight is in the Law of 
the LORD II . And whatever is our fupreme 
Delight, We are fure to profecute ; and pro- 
fecute with Ardour. fTe cannot but fpeak the 
things which We have feen and heard ^^ was the 
Profeffion of the Apoftles ; and, if applied to 
praftical Godlincfs, is the Experience of the 
Cbrijlian. 

Nor 

* Tit, iii. 8. The original Word vjoiratrS-ai has a 
Beauty and an Enj^gy, which, I believe, it is impofTible for 
CHIT Language to preferve, by any Hteral Tranflation. It 
implies. That a Believer (hould not only be exercifed in, 
but eminent for, all good Works : {hould Jhew Others the 
Way, and outftrip them in the honourable Race : be both 
a Pattern, and a Patron of univerfal Godlinefs. 

t P/al. cxvi. 12. t ^M- "• ^O. I Pfal. I 2. 

§ Cannot *«/— This is an ExprefGon, ufed bv the Apcftlcs, 
Aefs iv. 20. It defcribes the genuine and habitual Propen- 
lity of their mew Nature. As the compaiSonate Bowels 
cannot but yearn at Spectacles of Mifery : as the benevolent 
Heart cannot but dilate with Pleafure, at the Sight of a Bro- 
tiier's Happinefs : fo the new Creature in CltRIST, can- 
not but difire to glori^, and eUUght to obey— cannot but be 
ambitious {w^XorifAstAiict) io rekmhle^znd coveito enjoy — the 
ererblcfledGOD. 
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Nor cMi his main Intereft be (ecan wkh&i% 
a holy Obedience. BeCaufe, the Judge of the 
World, at the Day of eternal Retribution, 
will declare to the Workers of Iniquity > i 
never knew Tmiy depart from me*. Becauit 
Holinefs, though not the Caufe of our AcU 
mittance to the beatific Vifion ; is fo nectffary 
a Qualification, that "Withtmt it no Mail Jhall fee 
the LORD f^ Withgut it, there is no Af> 
cefs to Heaven, neither could there be any 
Enjoynifnt in Heaven, 

^en Pray, recolleft Yourfelf, A^ajio. Ao 
cording to the Tenour of your own lUuftfti. 
tion, the Neceflity of /^fyS;ij/ Obedience is evi^ 
dently vacated. For, how can the Law de-* 
mand a Debt of the Principal, which has been 
fully difcharged by the Surety ? 

Afp. We are no longer under a Neceflity Of 
obeying the Law, in order to eftablifh our Jus- 
tification, or lay the Foundation for our final 
Acceptance. We are neverthelefs engaged, by 
feveral other indi^enjible Obligations, to rega«- 
late our Converfation according to thofe facred 
Precepts. Becaufe — ^this is the moft authentic 
Proof of our Love to the gracious RE- 
DEEMER \ If ye Love me^ keep my Command^ 

mentsX* This is an infallible Evidence of 

our Union with that exalted Head j He that 

abidetb 

♦ Matt. vii. 23. t Hr*. xii. 14. % Jdfn liVi 15. 
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abidetb in Me^ and I in Him^ the fame bringetb 

forth much Fruit*. ^This is the invariable 

and the moft effe6hial Method, of adorning 
•f- our Profeffion, and magnifying its divine 
Author ; Let your Light fo fhine before Men, 
that they may fee your good JVorkSy and glorify 
your Father^ which is in Heaven J. 

Do We then make void the LaWy through Faith 
in the imputed Righteoufnefs of our LORD? 
—•The Apoftle (hall reply. And He replies 
with a kind of zealous Abhorrence; GOD 

forbid! Not content to deny this falfe Infi- 

nuation. He maintains the very Reverfe ; Tea^ 
We eftablifh the Law |(. Confidered as the ori- 
ginal Covenant of Life ; We provide for its 
Honour, by the perfeft Obedience of CHRIST'. 
Confidered as an invariable Standard of Duty ; 
We enforce its Obfervance, by the moft ra- 
tional, manly §, and endearing Motives. 

Ther. Should We admit this Doflrine, Man- 
kind could no longer be confidered as in them- 
felves, and folely in themfelves accountable 
Creatures. Nor w^ould the future Judgment 
be an equitable Diftribution of Rewards and 
Punifhmerits ; but only GOD's awful and un- 
controulable Execution of his own arbitraiy 
and irreverfible Decrees. 

Afp. 

♦ John XV. 5. 

t Good Works are therefore ftiled, xaA« cf y«j graceful^ 
•mamentaly beaute$us Works, Tit. iii. 8. 

X Matt, V. 16. II Rom. iil 31. § Hof. xu 4. 
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Afp. I have never been accuflomed to con- 
fider Mankind, under the Gofpel Difpenfation, 
as accountable yS/?^ in themfelves. Becaulq, 
in this comfortable and benign Scheme, a 
MEDIATOR intervenes; undertakes to 
anfwer for his People ; and bears the Chajiife^ 

tnent of their Peace. Were We accountable 

folely in Ourfelves, CHRIST* as our great 
High-Prieft, would be fet afide j and his Sa- 
crifice, as a Propitiation for Sin, be of none 
EfFecl. 

Why may not the future Judgment, be an 
equitable Diftribution of Rewards and Pu- 
nifliments ? If thofe, who reje6i: the Atone- 
ment of the dying JESUS, and refgfe 
to depend on his confummate Righteouf- 
nefs, are left to ftand or fall, according to 
the Iflue of their own Obedience. If Be- 
lievers, on the other hand, are accepted 
through their moft meritorious REDEEMER j 
but rewarded with higher or inferior Degrees 
of Felicity, in proportion to the Sanflity of 
their Nature, and Ufefulnefs of their Lives. 
1 fee nothing arbitrary in this Pro- 
cedure ; but an admirable Mixture of juft Se- 
verity, and free Goodnefs On thofe, who 

rejeft the Atonement, Juji Seventy — >. — To 
thofe, who rely on their SAVIOUR, free 
Goodnefs. 

"ther. 
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Tber. TheOhcditnct of CHRIST' v/asv;boIfy 
due for Himfelf; and therefore could not me- 
lit for Another. 

jijh. A bold Aflertion this ! Whoever can 
make it good, will undoubtedly overthrow 
my Opinion -, and, at the fame Time, deftroy 
all my Hopes. But furely, I'berony it is not 
your real Sentiment. 

Could it then be Matter of Duty in the 
eternal S ON, to be born of a Woman ; and 
in the LORD of Lords, to become the Ser- 
vant of all ? Could it be Matter of Duty in 
the KING of Glory, to embrace the Infamy 
of the Crofs ; and in the PRINCE of Life, 
to pour out his Soul unto Death ? — If all this 
was Matter of Duty, the ever bleffed JESUS 
(How fhall I fpeak it ? Who can believe it ?) 
was no better than an unprofitable Servant. 
Por, fuch is the acknowledged Charaftcr of 
every One, who does no more than is his 
.Duty to do*. 

^ber. Not fo faft, my Friend. Remember 
what the Scripture affirms. • CHRISl' is 
faid to receive a Commandment^ dnd be fulh- 
jeSi to the Law: Both which Expreflions evi- 
dently imply Duty. 

AJp. In order to accomplifli our Redemp- 
tion, the Son of GOD fubmitted Himfelf to 
the Authority of the Law, and became obe- 
dient 

* Luke xvii. lo. 
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dient to its Precepts. But, this was his own 
fpontaneous Aft ; the Matter of hisyr^^ Choice; 
to which He lay under no Manner of Obliga- 
tion, till He engaged to be our Surety. 

Being in the Form of GOD ^ He was Lord 
of the Law ; and no more fubjeflt to its Com- 
mands, than obnoxious to its Curfe. Nevcr- 
thelefs. He took upon Him the Form of a Ser^ 
vant ; and was made under the Law. Where- 
fore ? T^bat He might obtain everlafting Life 
and Glory for Himfelf? No; but that He 
might redeem thofe who were under the Law^. 
From which it appears, that both his Engage- 
ment and his Obedience were, not for Him^ 
felf, but for his People. Therefore the Pro- 
phet cries out, with holy Exultation ; To Us 
a Child is bom ; To Us a Son is given^f! His in- 
carnate State and human Nature, together 
with all that He did and fufFered in both, were 
for Us : thofe affumed on our Account, thejf 
referred to our Advantage. 

Let Us confider this, and be amazed, and 
be charmed.— -The great univerfal LORD 
vouchfafes to pay univerfal Obedience ! What 

Coftdefcenjion was Here ! ^He vouchfafes to 

pay it, for Us Men, and for our Redemption! 
What Goodnefs was this ! 

Tber. 

♦ Gal iv. 5. 

t Ifai. ix. 6. Eft praterea Empbafis fingularis in V$ce 
nobis. Significat idy quod omnes fentttmty noftro Bono & 
Conunodo natum effe hunc Puerum Imperatortm. 

Vitriuga in loc. 
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^her. Before We indulge the devotional 
Strain, We (hould take Care that our Devo- 
tion is founded on r^z//(?;2^/ Principles. Other- 
wife it may prove, like the Flalh of a Sky- 
rocket, tranfient and momentary. 

j4fp. For this, I think, there is a folid Foun- 
dation in Reafon, as well as Scripture. As 
foon as the Man CHRIST JESUS was united 
to the Second Perfon of the TRINITY, He 
muft have, by virtue of that Union, an un- 
queftionable Right to everlafting Life and 
Glory. Therefore, He could be under no 
Neceffity of obeying, in order to procure 
cither Honour or Happinefs for Himfelf. But 
all that He performed, in conformity to the 
preceptive Part of the Law, He performed 
under the Charafter of a public Perfon : in the 
Place, and for the Benefit of his fpiritual 
Seed. That they might be interefted in it, and 
juftified by it. 

Tber. Be it fo : the Believer is interefted in 
CHRISTs Righteoufhefs. Pray, is He inte- 
refted in all, or only in Part ? — If in al/y then 
every Believer is equally righteous, and equally 
to be rewarded. Which is contrary to an al- 
lowed Maxim, That there will be different 
Allotments of Happinefs in the heavenly World. 
——If in Part only, how will You afcertain 
the Degree ? What Proportion belongs to this 
Perfon, and what to the other ?-- — ^Eithcr 

Way, 
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Way, your Scheme is inextricably embar- 
rafled. 

Afp. The Reply to my Therorts Inquiry, is 
eafy j and the Embarrall'ment He mentions, is 
but imaginary. — Every true Believer is inte- 
refted in all CHRISTs Righteouinefs ; in the 
whole Merit of his fpotlefs Nature, of his per- 
fc6l Obedience, and expiatory Death. Lefs 
than the Whole, would be unavailable. 
Whereas, the Whole renders Us completely 
juftified. 

You are a great Admirer of Anatomy, T^he- 
roriy and rauft undoubtedly remember the very 
peculiar Strufture of the Ear. Other Parts 
of the Body are progreffive in their Growth. 
Their Bulk is proportioned to the infantile, 
or manly Age. But the Organs of Hearing, 
I have been informed, are precifely of the fame 
Size, in the feeble Infant, and the confirmed 

Adult. Juftification likewife, being abfo- 

lutely neceflary to a State of Acceptance with 
GOD, is, in every Stage of the Chriftian 
Courfe, and even in the firft Dawn of fincere 
Faith, complete. With regard to the Exijience 
of the Privilege, there is no Difference * in 

the 

* To the fame Purpofc fpeaks one of our moft celebrated 
Divines ; as great an Adept in facrcd Literature, as Ages 
have produced.—** All are juftified alike: the Truth of 
** Faith juftifying, not the Mcafure. Juftification there- 
** fore is the fame in AH that believe : though their Belief 

Vol. I. R •* b« 
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the Babes, the young Men, the Fathers in 
CHRIST. The Perception, the AJfurance, the 
comfortable Enjoyment of the Mercy, may in- 
creafe. But the Mercy itfelf is incapable of 
Augmentation. 

The various Advances in San6lification ac- 
count for the various Degrees of future Glory. 
And not account for them only, but render 
them intirely reafonable ; and, according to 
our Apprehenfion of Things, unavoidable. 
—As to fettling the Proportion, We may 
fafely leave that to the SUPREME ARBI- 
T R A T O R. He, who metetb out the Heavens 
v)ith a Spany and fettetb a Compafs upon the Fact 
0f the Deep, cannot be at a lofs to adjuft this 
Particular. 

Ther. The Organs of Hearing, though not 
precifely, are very nearly, of th©^ fame Bulk, 
in the Babe and the Man. They acquire,, 
from advancing Years, fcarce any Thing more 
than an Increafe of Solidity, So that I make 
no Objection to your Illuftrdtion^ but only to 
your Doftrine. 

If CHRIST has done all, and we are in- 
titled to his whole Merits only by believing ; to 
be faved muft be the eafieji Thing in the World. 
Whereas, the Bible reprefents Chriftianity, as 

a 

^« htm different Degrees. So, once in the Wildemefs, all 
*« gathered not Manna in the fame Meafure ; yet, when 
•« all came to meafure, they had all alike ; none above aa 
V Omeri none under.'* Ligbtfoot^ Vol, II. p* loja. 
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a fharp Warfare^ 2i^tzXtoiWreJlling, aCourfe 

of Striving. In good Truth, AJpajioy You 

pi-ophecy pleafmg Things. Divinity is not 
your Profeffion 5 or elfe, I fhould number You 
among " the fmooth, emollient, downy Doc- 
" tors." For, according to the Articles of 
your Creed, there is no more Difficulty in 
fecuring Heaven, than in rifmg from our 
Seat- 

Afp. Kfpeculati've Aflent to all the Princi- 
ples of Religion, is, I acknowledge, a very 
eafy Matter. It may^ it muji exift, whenever 
there is a tolerable Capacity for Reafoning, 
and a due Attention to Evidence. This no- 
tional Faith forced its Way into the Breaft of 
Simon the Sorcerer * ; and extorted a Confef- 
iion from the dying Lips of Julian -f- the 
Apoftate. Irrefiftible as the Stroke of Light- 
ning, terrible alfo as its fiery Glare, it flafhes 

Con- 

* ASfs viii. 13. 

t It is related in Ecdeiiaftical Hiftory, That, when the 
Emperor Julian was fetting out upon his Parthian Expedi- 
tion, He threatened to perfecute the Chrijliam with the ut- 
moft Severity, as foon as He returned vidlorious. — Upon 
this Occafion, Libanius the Rhetorician, with an infuhing 
Air, afked one of them ; IVhat the Carpenter* s Son was doings 
while fuch a Storm hung over his Followers ? — The Carpenter'* s 
5wf, replied the ChrifHan, is making a Coffin for your Empe^ 
ror.^The Event proved the Anfwer to be prophetic. For, 
in an Engagement with the Enemy, the wretched Apoftate 
was mortally wounded ; and cried, with his expiring Breath* 
Ficijli, O Galilae ! I am vanquijhid, O Galilean ! Thy 
Right-hand hath the Pre-eminence ! 

R 2 
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Conviction into the very Devils. Even thofe 
• execrable Spirits believe and tremble *. 

But the Faith, which, far from refting in 
Speculation, exalts the Defires ; regulates the 
Paffions ; and refines the whole Converfation 
— the Faith which, according to the expref- 
live Language of Scripture, purifies the Heart ; 
overcomes the World j and fets the AffeSlions on 
things above — this truly noble and triumphant 
Faith, is no fuch eafy Acquifition. This is 
the Gift of an infinite Benefk6lor : the Work 
of a divine Agent. Called, tlierefore, by way 
of fuper-eminent Diftinftion, Faith of the 
Operation of GOD f. Becaufe, GOD himfelf, 
by the effedual Working of his mighty Power, 
produces it in the human Soul. 

The Exercife of this Faith, I would not 
compare to an aftive Gentleman, rifing from 
his Seat ; but rather to a Jhip-wrecked Manner ^ 

labouring to gain fome Place of Safety. 

He efpies a large Rock, that rears its Head 
above the boifterous Flood. To this He bears 
away, and to this He approaches : but, whirl- 
ing Winds, and dafhing Waves, drive Him 
back to an unhappy Diftance. — Exerting all 
his Strength, He advances nearer ftill ; and 
attempts to climb the defirable Eminence. 
When, a fw^eeping Surge interpofes, and 
drenches Him again in the rolling Deep.— 

By 
♦ Jam. ii. ig. f Ccl* "• 12, 
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By determined Efforts, He recovers the Space 
He had loft. Now, He fattens on the Cliff, 
and has almoft efcaped the Danger. But, . 
there is fuch a Numbnefs in his Limbs, that ' 
He cannot maintain his Hold 5 and fuch an 
impetuous Swell in the Ocean, that He is once 
more diflodged, and plunged afrefh ^nto the 
raging Billows. — What can he do ? His Life, 
his precious Life, is at ftake. He muft re- 
new, ftill renew his Endeavours. And let 
ftim not abandon Himfelf to Defpair. The 
MASTER fees Him, amidft all his fruitlefs 
Toil. Let Him cry earneftly, LORD, fave me ! 
Jperijh ! and HE, who commandeth the Winds 
and the Waves, will be fure to put forth his 
Hand, and refcue Him from the devouring 
Waters. 

Such, my Friend, (o painful, Co ajjiduous are 
the Struggles of Faith ; before it can reft, in 
peaceful Security, on the Rock of Ages, CHRIST! 
JESUS. Of this You may, fome Time or 
other, be afTured, not only from my Lips, but 
from your own Experience. 

T'ber. What may happen in fome future 
Period of Time, is beyond my Power to fore- 
fee. At prcfent, I am apt to think. We muft 
put a ftop to the theological Le6lure. Don't 
You remember our Engagement v^ixh Altinoust 
And You will own, that Punduality in per* 
forming our Promifes, is at leaft a moral Vir- 
tue, if it be not a chriftian Grace. 

R 3 DIA^ 
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SPj4SI0's Affairs called Him 
to London. He ftaid in Town a 
few Days : but as foon as Bufi- 
nefs was finifhed, he quitted the 
City, and haftened to his Friend's 

Country-Seat. Upon his Arrival, He found 

fome agreeable Company, that came on pur- 
pofe to fpend the Evening with the Family. 
This Incident prevented the immediate Profe- 
cution of their Subjeft, — As the next Morn- 
ing proved mifty, and unfit for walking abroad, 
T^beron invited AJpafio to pafs an Hour in his 
^tudy. 

It was fituate at the Extremity of a large 
Gallery : which, while it conducted the Feet 
to a Repofitory of Learning, intei-pofed be- 
tween the Ear, and all the Diflurbance of do- 
jneftic Affairs. So that You are accommodated 
with eveiy Thing, that may regale a fludious 
Mind 5 and incommoded with nothing, that 

may 
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tnay interrupt a fedate Attention. Afpajio 

readily confented to the Propofal j but deliredt 
firft, to take a Turn in this beautiful Oblongs 
and divert Hinifelf with the Decorations of 
the Place. 

Aj^. A very ftiort Survey, T!heron^ is fuffi- 
cient to difcover the Corrednefs of your Judg- 
ment, and the true Delicacy of your Tafte. 
— Here, are no impertinent znd frivolous Exhi- 
bitions of romantic Tales, or poetic Stories. 
Here, are no indecent Pieces of Imagery, that 
tend to corrupt a chafte, or inflame a wanton 
Fancy, — On the contrary, I am prefented with 
a Colle6lion of Maps, accurately drawn by 
the mofl able Hands; and with feveral re-, 
markable Tranfadions of Antiquity, moft 
eloquently told in the Language of the Pen- 
cil- — You have happily hit that grand Point, 
which the Gentleman of Refinement, as well 
as the Author of Genius, Ihould ever keep in 

View The Union of the Beneficial with the 

Delightful*. 

Tber. Indeed, my Afpafio, I have often been 
difappointed, fometimes even (hocked, in the 
Gardens, the Porticos, and the Walks of fome 
modern Virtuofi. Their Pourtraits and Sta- 
tues are little elfe, but an Aflemblage of ela- 
borate Trifles, hcion flretched upon the Wheel, 

or 

* Omne itdit Pun^um^ qui mifctut Utik Dulci. Hoiu 

R 4 
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or Phaeton precipitated from the Chariot. 
Apollo ftringing his Lyre, ov Jupiter (I beg his 
fupreme Highnefs's Pardon, for not giving Him 
the Precedence in my Catalogue) beftriding his 
Eagle, and balancing his Bolts. — Pray, where 
is the Advantage of being introduced to this 
fabulous Tribe of, Gentry ? What noble Idea 
can they awaken, or what valuable ImprefTion 
leave upon the Mind ? The beft We can fay 
of fuch Performances, is, That they are Limn- 
ing and Sculpture expenfively thrown away. 

This celebrated Trumpery, One can bear 
with, however. But, when the Painting and 
Sculpture, inflead of cultivating Virtue, and 
improving our Morals, are calculated to be 

the very Bane of both^ will You call this 

an elegant Entertainment ? No : 'tis a Nui- 
fance. 'Tis a Pell. — In the Statues, I grant, 
every Dimple finks, and every Mufcle fvvells, 
with the exafteft Propriety. The Countenance 
is animated with Life, and the Limbs are ready 
to ftart into Motion. — The PiSlure, I am fen- 
fible, is as highly finifhed as the Effigy. The 
Diftributions of Light and Shade moft art- 
fully adjufted. The Diminutions of the Per- 
lpe6live true to a Nicety. Nor can any Thing 
exceed the eafy Flow of the Robe, unlefs it 
be the graceful Attitude, and almoft fpeaking 
Afpe6t, of the principal Figure, — -But, is 
tl)is majlerly Execution an Equivalent for the 

moft 
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xnoft malignant EfFefts?. For fully ing the Pu- 
rity of my Fancy, and poifoning the Powers 
of my Imagination ? 

Is it an Indication of the Owner's judicious 
Tafte, to prefer Regularity of Features in 
the hammered Block, before orderly and har- 
monious AfFe6lions in his own Breaft ? Does 
it befpeak a refined Difpofition, or a benevolent 
Temper, to be fo extravagantly enamoured 
with the Touches of a lafcivious Pencil ; as to 
expofe them in the moll frequented Paflages, 
and obtrude them on every unwary Gueft ? — 
Surely, this can create no very advantageous 
Opinion of a Gentleman's intelleSlual Difcern- 
ment. Much lefs can it raife an amiable Idea 
of his moral Charader *. On fuch Occafions, 
I am ftrongly tempted to fufpedl. That real 
Honour is a Stranger, where common De- 
cency "f- is wanting. 

As for the Artift, One can hardly forbear 
execrating his hateful Folly, who could pro^ 
flitute fuch fine Talents to fuch infamous 

Purpofes. Detefted be the Chizzel! that 

teaches, 

♦ 'Tis Pity, but the Advice of Cicero^ that great Mafter 
of elegant Tafte, and polite Manners, was received as a 
Standard of Rtg\x\2X\on^ by all our Connoifleurs in the fine 
Arts. In primis provideat, ne Omamenta i£dium atque Hor- 
torum Vitium aliquod indicent inejfe Moribus. De Offic. 

t A Gentleman, obferving fome grofs Indelicacies of this 
Kind, at the Seat of a Perfon of Diftindion, very acutely 
(and, I believe, too juftly) faid ; 

His Paintings art the Gibbet of his Name* 
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teaches, though with inimitable Dexterity, the 
cold obdurate Marble to inkindle diflblute Af- 
feftions. — Abhorred be the Pencil ! that makes 
no other \J& of the moft lovely Colours, than 
to pollute the Canvafs, and infnare the Spec- 
tator. 

It is argued, I know, that many of thofe 
Pieces are the completed Models extant. — An 
iverlajiing Reproach this to the Art: but no 
Apology for the Performances. Since, the 
more nicely they are executed, the more mif- 
chievous* is their Influence. It ftrikes the 

furer, 

♦ I hope, it will not be thought improper ; I wifli, it was 
intirely needlefs ; to animadvert upon a Pra£tice, which is, 
not only a Reproach to our Chrtfiian Profejfton^ but an In- 
itilt upon national Picorum. The Praftice of expofmg to 
public View, and offering to public Sale, fuch fhameful 
Prints ; as are fitted only to awaken licentious Defires, and 
cherilh the moft profligate DifpoTitions. 

Such Spedacles arc a Species of the rankeft Poifon. And 
.can the Poifon be lefs pernicious, becaufe it is received at 
the Eye, inftead of paiSling through the Lips ? fiecaufe it 
tends more immediately to debauch the Morals, and but re- 
motily to deftroy the Conftitution ? — No Wonder, fo many of 
our Youths are corrupted, and fo many Robberies commit- 
ted ; while fuch Scenes of pi£^ured Lewdncfs, are fuffered to 
inflame them with Luft, and habituate them to Impudence. 

Another very indecent Cuftom has unaccountably ftole its 
Way, into feveral Performances of Genius and Elegance. 
The Cuftom, I mean, of reprefenting the Mufes^ the Graces^ 
and other romantic Perfonaees, in the Form of beautiful 
, Ladies, partly, if not intirely, naked. — *Tis true, here arc 
no loofe Adventures ; no immodeft Geftures j nay more, 
Ac Artift expreffes his ozvn, and confults your Modefty, by 
prefenting You with a Pofition in Profile, by the Interven- 
tion of a Foliage, or the Lappet of a Robe. But let mc 

aflc 
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furer, and finks the deeper. It drefles Deftruc- 
tion gay, and paves with Beauty the Way to 
Ruin. 

It is my chief Ambition, AJpaJioy to have all 
my Decorations fo circumftanced, that the Be* 
holder may learn fome valuable LeJJon in Mora- 
lity, or be reminded of fome important Event 
in Hiftory : may find, even in the Scenes of his 
Amufement, fomething to eftablifh his Virtue^ 
or inlarge his Knowledge. 

I frequently entertain my eldeft Son, who is 
reading the Greek and Latin Hiftorians, with 
an Explanation of my principal Drawings. 
That he may behold in Colouring, what He 

has perufed in Narrative. At this ' Inftant, 

the Youth happened to make his Appearances 
paying his Relpefts to Afpajioy and dutifully 
faluting his Father. — It juft recurs to my Me- 
mory, faid Tberony that fome neccffary Aflfairj 
of the Family, require my Attendance for a 
few Minutes. Will You excufe my Abfence, 
good Afpajio \ and permit my Son to fupply 
my Place ? • 

You 

a(k the ingenious Operator, If He would choofe to introduce 
his Wife or his Daughter, infuch a Manner, to public Com* 
pany ? — Is He ftartled at the Queftion ? Is He fbpcked at the 
Thought ? Then, let Him refled, and let Others conflder, 
WheAer that can be graceful or allowable in a Pi6hire, 
which would be brutal and unfufFerable in common Life ? 

Socrates (who, before his Application to Philofophy, prac- 
tifed as a Statuary) could not but blufb at this Abufe of his 
Art. And, being to form a Reprefentation of .the Gracts^ 
He reprefented them properly habited. 
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You will very much oblige me, by leaving 
me fuch a Companion. — And come, my dear 
Sir, addreffing Himfelf to Eugenioy as I know 
You are a Lover of Learning, what think You 
of diverting Ourfelves with thefe agreeable 
Books ? Which give Us their inftru6live Lcf- 
Ibns, not in puzzling Languages, but in pleaf- 
ing Colonrs.^-Eugenio fpoke his Confent, and 
exprefled his Modefly, by a becoming Blufh. 
While jijpafio proceeded — 

AJp. This is a ftriking Pi6lure indeed ! 
Hills piled on Hills form a mott aftonifhing 
Proipedl. What horrible Magnificence reigns 
amidft thofe wild and fhaggy Rocks ! Nature 
feems to have defigned them for the Bounda- 
ries of the World. Yet thofe daring Troops 
are attempting to pafs the prodigious Barrier. 
Who are they, Eugenio^ and whom fhall We 
call their Leader ? 

Eug. This, Sir, is the famous Hannibal^ head- 
ing and encouraging his Army in the PafTage 
of the Alps. The Sons of Africa feem to fhiver 
with Cold, as they traverfe thofe frozen Re- 
gions, and march among the Clouds. 

Afp. 'Tis the very fame. Some, You ob- 
ferve, climb, with exceflive Toil, the fteep and 
craggy Cliffs. Others, with far greater Diffi- 
culty, defcend through dreadful Declivities of 
Ices cxpofed all the while, to the Arrows of 

the 
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the Mountaineers. Some, endeavouring to 

avoid the Showers of Steel, flip with their 
Feet, and tumble headlong down the vaft pro- 
jefting Promontories. See from what a Height 
they are falling ! Carriages and their Drivers, 
the Horfe and his Rider! And at what a Di- 
ftance ftill, from the ftony Abyfs below !— — 
Some lie, with clofed Eye-lids, and ghaftly Fea- 
tures, dafhed to Death at the very Bottom* 
Others, writhing with the Torture of mang- 
led Limbs, and broken Bones, lift up an ago- 
nizing Look to their Comrades. — ^Their Com- 
rades, infenfible of a Brother's Mifery, and 
wholly intent upon their own Prefei*vation, 
hang frightfully fufpended on the Edges of 
the Precipice. The Precipice feems to totter as 
they cling ; and the alarmed Spectator expefts, 

every Moment, a hideous Downfall. Are 

You not ftartled at the View, Eiigenioy and in 
pain for the hardy Adventurers ? 

Eug. I am, Sir. And I wonder, how they 
will extricate themfelves from thefe perilous 
Circumftances. I have read in Livy^ that they 
cut their Way through the Rocks, after they 
had foftened them with Vinegar. But is this 
probable ? How could they procure a fuffici- 
ent Quantity, amidft thofe defolate Moun- 
tains ? 

Afp. I believe, their Refolution and their Per^ 

feverancey were the Vinegar. Thefe open a 

/ Road 
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Road through Rocks, Thefe, under the Con- 
du6t of Prudence, and the Favour of Heaven*, 
furmount all Obftacles, Influenced by thefe, 
the Survivors prefs boldly on -, and are deter- 
mined to vanquifh the HoiTors of Nature, as 
a Prelude to their Victory over the Forces of 
Rome. ' Thefe, I hope, will be the conftant 
Companions of roy EugemVs youthful Studies ; 
and will enable Him alfo to conquer the Dif- 
ficulties, that lie in his Way to Learning, 

What is our next Draught ? At each End We 
have a Group of living Figures. All the in- 
termediate Space is an extenfive Traft of 

Land, 

* Under the Favour of Heaven'^1 Qznnot but wifli, that 
the Relator of Lord Anfm\ Voyage round the Worlds had an- 
ticipated Afpajio's Remark. Hsui made Tome grateful Ac- 
knowledgments to an interpofmg Paovidencb, in that maf- 

culine, nervous, noble Narrative. A Narrative of fuch 

fignal Deliverances, fo critically timed, and fo furprifmgly 
circumftanced ; as, in the Courle of om Expedition, are 
fcarcely to be paralleled. 

I am perfuaded, it would have been no Difparagement of 
the great Commander, and his gallant Officers ; to have it 
thankfully recognized, on fome very unexpeded, yet moft 
advantageous Turn of AfFairs, this hath GOD done ! 
'—Neither could it have detraSed from the Merit of the 
brave Sailors, to have confefled, on many hazardous Emer- 
gencies ; That all their Reiblution, all their Addrefs, and 
the Exertion of their utmoft Abilities, had been only loji La^ 
ioury without the remarkable Co-operation of divine Good- 
nefs. — And I am apprehenfive, that it muft confiderably di- 
minifh the Delight of many Readers, to obferve the blefled 
Author of all thefe Mercies, pafTed by unnoticed, unac* 
knowledged, and without any Share of the Praife. 

The Sarcafm on Pope Adrian and his Exploits, I fear^ 
would be too proper on this Occafion> Htc DEUS mhil fecit. 
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Land, diverfified only by rapid Rivers, horrid 
Defarts, and mountainous Ridges -, with here 
and there a few favage Natives, in uncouth 

Drefles, and formidable Arms. It is more 

like a Mapy than a PiSlure. And the mod re- 
markable Beauty is> the aerial PerJpeStive. 
Which puts a very agreeable Cheat upon our 
Eyes s caufing Us to behold, on an Ell of Can- 
vafs, the Space of many Hundreds of Miles. 

Eug. This reprefents The Retreat of the ten 
"Tboufand Greeks, Firft We behold them in the 
Plains of Media ^^ at an immenfe Diftance from 
their native Country; without Guides ^ with- 
out Provifion ; and, what is the moft defperate 
Calamity of all, deprived of their ableft Oiffi- 

cers by Treachery and Murder. Well may 

they look dejefted. How have I pitied them, 
as I read their Story ! Abhorred the Perfidy of 
their Enemies, and wiftied them all Succefe in 
their hazardous Enterprize! 

Afp. Don't you perceive, their drooping 
Spirits begin to revive, and fome Gleam of 
Hope diffufes itfelf through their Countenan- 
ces, while they liften to the eloquent Xena^ 
phon ? Who ftands confpicuous in the Midft, 
haranguing his Soldiers, and roufing their 
Courage. But, Ah ! what a vaft Extent of 
unknown Climes muft they traverfe, with a 
numerous and viftorious Army, harafling 
them in Flank, or hanging upon their Rear ! 

What 
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What Fatigues muft they fuftain, what Hard- 
fhips endure, before they arrive at their wifhed 
for Home ! — Home ! Fired by the enchanting 
Name, and animated by their brave philofo- 
phic Leader, they refolve to pufh their Way 
through all the Extremes of Peril and of Pain. 
To fcatter, with their little Band, the incirc- 
ling MiUions of Barbarians^ is the fmalleft of 
their Atchievements. They crofs Rivers, they 
fcale Rocks, whofe flippery Banks, and craggy 
Summits, are lined with oppofmg Nations. 
They wade through Defarts of Snow; and 
pafs over inhofpitable Mountains, the far more 
dreaded Abodes of Defolation^ Droughty and 
Famine. They encounter the Keennefs of the 
northern Storm, and all the Rigour of the 

moft malignant Seafbns. ^As fome of thefe 

Articles are incapable of being exprefled by 
the Pencil, the Artift remits Us to the Hifto- 
rian ; and has contented Himfelf, with mark- 
ing out the moft diftinguifhed Stages of this 
memorable Expedition. Only We view the 
courageous Itinerants, once again, on a pretty 
lofty Eminence. There they appear, not with 
their former Deje6lion, but in all the Tranf- 
ports of Joy. 

Eug. This, Sir, is the Mountain Tecqua. 
From whence they had the firft View of the 
Sea, and the firft Dawn of Safety. There they 
embrace one another, and extol their Com- 

manders. 
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manders, efpecially the noble Xcnopbon : Whofe 
Hiftory gives me great Delight, and his manly 
yet benign Afpeft, ftrangely attrafts my 
Efteem. Methinks, under fuch a General, I 
could have begn willing to take my Share, in 
all the Toil, and all the Hazards of the Expe- 
dition. 

j4Jp. Would my Eugenio? Then I will lift 
Him under a Captain, unlpeakably more ac- 
compliftied and beneficent. Young as You are. 
You fhall, from this Hour, commence a Sol* 
dier and a Traveler. A Soldier^ to fight againft 
Sin, and every Temptation. A Traveler, to 
pafs through the Wildernefs of this World, 
imto the Land of everlafting Reft.— -Though 
your Enemies may be numerous, and your 
Journey tedious, yet faint not, neither be dit* 
couraged. The LORD of Heaven is your 
Guide, and Heaven itfelf fhall be your ex- 
ceeding great Reward. When You arrive at 
thofe happy Abodes, your Delight will infi- 
nitely furpafs, all that the Grecians felt on 
Tecqtdai when their raviftied Eyes beheld, and 
their Tongues with Extafy fhouted, Tbe Sea I 
the Sea! 

The Scene of yonder Pifture, I would 
venture to affirm, lies among the antient 
Jews. 

Vol. L S Eug. 
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Eug. How can You tell this. Sir, at fuch a 
Diftance ? 

Afp. By the Fringes annexed to their Gar- 
ments. — GOD Almighty commanded all the 
Jewsy to obferve this Peculiarity in their Ha- 
bit *. That, their very Clothes, being diffe- 
rent from the Apparel of their Heathen Neigh- 
bours, might admonifh them not to be con- 
formed to their idolatrous WorQiip, and licen- 
tious Manners. — This, as well as every other 
divine Command, omc LORD JESUS 
CHR IS "T moft exadly obeyed. Therefore, 
We are told by the evangelical Hiftorian, That 
the difeafed Woman, who touched but the Hem 
of his Garment y was rejiored to Health. Hem it 
is, in our EngUjh Bibles. But, if You confult, 
as I hope you often will, that moft excellent of 
all Books, the Greek Teftament \ You will find^ 
that the original Word might more properly 

be 

♦ One would wonder, how the Jew$ can fo tenacioitfy ad- 
here to their Law, and yet fo apparent^ negle£t its Precepts. 
Where are the Sons of jfbrahamy that obferve this exprefs 
and pofitive Command of JEHOVAH ? Though this indeed 
nught be obeyed, yet many of the Mojmcal Injundions are 
rendered, and by Providence itfelf, abfolutely impra£HcabIe. 
Is not this therefore a moft inconteftible Proof— a Proof, not 
invented by the Arts of Sophiftry, but written by the Finger 
of the ALMIGHTY himfelf— that the leg J Ordinances 
are aboliflied, in order to make way for a better Difpenfa- 
tion ? When the Avenues are become inacceflible, the 
Houfe untenantable, and the principal Apartments impa- 
rably decayed ; is not this the moft cogent Admonition to 
the Inhabitants, that they betake themfelves to fome new 
ai|d more coounodious Refidcnce ?^See Ntm^. xv» 38. 
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be rendered Fringe *. — However, let Us pafs 
from the Drapery to the Defign, 

Eug. Here, we fee David in one of the moft 
threatening Exigencies of his whole Life. 
Sauly more like a Blood-Hound than a King, 
pnrfues the beft of Sons, and the moft valu- 
able of Subjefls. He has extended the Wings 
of his very fuperior Army, in order to fur- 
round -f- the injured Hero, and his Handful 
of Aflbciates. 

Afp. 

* Matt.ix. 20. K^aoTTTi^ov. 

t To this, or fomc fuch Incident, may be applied a Paf- 
fiige of the Pfcibns^ which, in our Tranflation, is very ob- 
fcure \ has fcarce any Senfe, or, if any, a very unjuftifiable 
one. Whirefore Jbould I fear in thi Days of Evil^ when ihi 
Wickednefs if ntf Hiels compajfeth me round about ? Pfalm 
xlix. 5. - Jrherefore f The Keafon is very apparent. When 
Wickednefs cleaves to our Heels, or attends our Goings, it 
raifes an Army of Terrors. It uniheaths the Sword of divine 
Vengeance, and levels at our guilty Heads every Threaten* 
ing in the Book of G O D. 

Surely then another Tranflation (hould be given to the 
Words, and a different Turn to the Senfe ! And another 
Tranflation the Words will bear ; a different Senfe the Con- 
nexion demands. Wherefore Jhould I fear ^ when IVickednefi 
compajffeth me about at my Heels f This is a fine fpirited Iiite> 
rogation. This implies a great and noble Truth. From this 
alfo the Verfe appears, not only with Propriety, but with 
Beauty.— /i^^ fVtckedmfs^ or the malicious Attempts of 
wicked Men — compafs me about^ furround me, threaten me 
pn every Side— nay, when they are at my very Heelsy juft 
upon the Point to feize, overwhelm, and cruih me ; fo that 
the Danger feems both inevitable and imminent. Yet even 
then, having GOD's almighty Power and inviolable Faith- 
fulnefs for my ProtefHon, wherefore Jbould I be alarmed? 
Alarmed ! No \ confiding in fuch a Safeguard, I will bid 
Defiance to my Enemies, and bid Adieu to my Fears. 

S 2 
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AJ)h. This is the mo{}: animated^ and, I think, 
the moft majlerly Performance, that has hitherto 

come under our Notice, Confternation and 

Doubt agitate their Looks. Shall they furren- 
der themfelves, as fo many tame Vidtims, to 
a Tyrant's Fury? Or, (hall they cut theii^ 
Way to Safety, through the Hearts of Coun- 
trymen, Friends, and Brothers ? Dreadful Di- 
lemma ! While they are debating, the Pur- 

fuers are clofing upon them. A few, a few 
Mmutes more, muft decide their Fate. — But 
who is the Perfon that intervenes, juft at this 
critical Jundure ? 

Bug. It is a Meflenger from the principal 
Inhabitants of Judaa. He comes breathlefs 
and trembling. Amazement in his Face, and 
Duft upon his Head. "AnlnvafionT He cries 

— -^* An Invafion! ^The Pbiliftines have 

" poured themfelves upon our Frontiers! — 
** The Philijlines aie over-running the Land * !" 

Afp. Upon the Receipt of this News, See ! 
what Vexation reddens in. the difappoint- 
cd Monarch's Afpeft ! What Anger light- 
ens in his Eye! At the fame Time, what 
pale Reflexions on his Country's Danger, 
mingle themfelves with the fiery Paflions, 
and almoft quench the Flame inkindling 

in 

♦ This Event is related, i Sam. xxiii. 25, fcfc. And it 
ia one of the moft extraordinary Inftances of a divine Inter- 
pofal, at tbp very Crifis of Need^ that ^ Hiftoiy has re- 
corded. 
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in his Cheeks. Shall the Vulture relinquifli 
his Prey, even when it lies fluttering under 
his Talons? Galling Thought ! But his King- 
dom is at flake. If He does not immediately 
advance to repel the Enemy, his All, his All 
is loft. Burning therefore with Indignation, 
yet chilled with Fear, He turns, hafty though 

reluftant, away *. Are You not charmed, 

Eugenio^with this Defcription of tumultuous and 
contrary Paflions ? Which afford the fineft Sub- 
je6l for hiftoric Painting, and are fb happily 
exprefled in this Piece. 

Eug. Indeed, Sir, I zmjhocked^ rather than 
charmed. The very Looks of that revengeful 
Monarch fill me with Horror. What mufl 
He fuffer in his Mind, who difcovers fuch 
Rage and Anguifh in his Features ! I would 
not have his furious Temper^ for all his royal 
Power. 

Afp. Then, my dear Eugenio^ You muft en- 
deavour to fuppi-efs every Emotion of Envy 
and Malevolence. You muft cherifh a cordial 
Good*will to all Men ; and learn to rejoice in 
their Excellencies and Happinefs, as well as in 
your owm Envy is the Worm that gnaws. 
Envy is the Fury that embroils, his wretched 
Heart. And an Author, with whom You will 
ere long be acquainted, has affured Us ; 

Invidii 

Thus Homer exprefles the Contrariety of Paffions, that fre- 
quently operate, at the (ame Time, in the fiune fireaft. 

S3 
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Invidid Siciili non invenere Tyranni 
Tormentum majus. Hor. 

The next is a Kind of Night-piece. Stai's 
arc in the Sky, and the new Moon rides on 
the Skirts of the Hemifphere. Which affords 
Juft Light enough to diftu)guifh Objefts.— — 
This is a perfedl Contraft to the foregoing. 
We fee no Conflift of jarring Paffions. But 
the principal Perfon appears fedate and am^ 
pofedy as the Night that furrounds Him. He 
ftands on the Bank of a River, thoughtful and 
attentive; as though he was pondering, or 
executing, fome important Projeft. 

Eug. This is Cyrus the Great. He ftands 
upon the Banks of the Euphrates-, not far from 
Babylon. He points with his Sceptre, and is giv- 
ing Direflions to his Army. Their Orders are, 
to pafs through the Channel of the River, 
(which is drained of its Water) in order to 
furprife the City. 

jifp. This is a Prince of very fuperior Dig- 
nity. The honoured Inftrument of executing 
JEHOVAH'S Counfels. He was foretold by 
the Prophet Ifaiab^ and even mentioned by 
Name *, more than two hundred Years before 
his Birth. Let Us wifh Him Profperity. For 
He goes to humble the Pride of Bahylon, and 

rekafe the Captivity of Ifracl. See! with 

what 
* Ifai xllv. 28. xlv. I. 
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what regular Movements, and what calm Ala- 
crity, his Troops advance. Silence feems to 
efcort them ; while, under Covert of the Shades, 
and with Providence at their Head, they march 
along a Road, never before trodden by the 
Foot of Man. — ^The Soldiers of the Garrifon, 
have abandoned their Station on the Wall, to 
join in the diffolute Indulgence of this fatal 
Night. The Inhabitants, like many a heedlels 
Sinner, are lulled in Security, even on the very 
Brink of Ruin. 

Eug. Why are thofe brazen Gates^ which 
lead to the River, placed in fuch a diftinguifhed 
Point of View ? They ftrike my Eye more, I 
think, than all the Monuments of Art and 
Grandeur, which adorn that fuperb City,— 
And let me farther a(k. Whether the Painter 
has not offended ^ainfl Probability, in fuf- 
fering them to (land wide open ? On the Ap- 
proach of fo formidable an Adverfary, I fhould 
cxpeft to have found them (hut with all pot- 
fible Security. 

AJp. In this Particular, the Painter has 
fliewed his Judgment, and not forgotten his 
Piety. GOD had devoted that haughty and 
oppreffive Metropolis to Deftruftion. And You 
will perceive, from this Circumftance, how 
wonderfully He over-rules all Events, for the 
Accomplifhment of his facred Purpofes. Had 

S 4 thofe 
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thofe ponderous Gates been fhut *, the City- 
had continued impregnable, and the whole En- 
terprize been defeated. But, through fome ac- 
cidental Forgetfulnefs, occafioned by the Dif- 
orders of this riotous Solemnity, or rather by 
a very Jigrjal Interpofition of divine Vengeance, 
they are left open, and afford an eafy Entrance 
to Slaughter and Death. Which ruih upon the 
unhappy Creatures, all funk in Sleep, or over- 
charged 

.♦ See this very momentous, though reemingly inconfi- 
derable Circumfiance, finely illuftrated by Mr. Kollin^ and 
compared with a remarkable Prophecy in Ifaiah, Antient 

Htft. Vol.11, p. 144, 153. A Work, in which the 

XtiO^enUttaining and inJlruPAvi Events of Antiquity, are re- 
gularly digefted j elegantly related ; and ftripped of thofc 
minuter Incidents, which make the Story move flow, and 
arc apt to fatigue the Attention.— Concife, but judicious 
Obfcrvations are interfperfed. Which may teach young 
Minds, to form a right Judgment of Things : and not be 
mifled, by the Plaufibility of popular Notions, or the Par- 
tiality of prejudiced Hillorians — Many very diftinguifbed 
Prediflions of Scripture, are explained and confirmed by 
correfpondent Fads, from the moft authentic Memoirs of 
clafEcal Literature. Indeed, a perpetual Regard to the Elu- 
cidation and Honour of xh^fatred OracliSy runs through and 
ennobles the whole Performance.— Which Method, "if not 
ftri^lly conformable to the Rules of Hiftoricai Compofition, 
is a TranfgrefTion of them greatly to their Advantage. It 
jnay be faid to refemble the golden Branchy celebrated by Flr^ 
gily and plucked by his Hero. Whofc Growth, though a 
Departure from the ufual Laws of Vegetation, was far from 
depreciating the Value of the Tree. 

Though I admire the Whole, I am charmed with the 
Cmclufion. It is, I think, peculiarly pertinent, and inimi- 
tably grand. Has a Dignity, an Elevation, a Majefty, 
which, fomewhat like the Kingdom it defcribes, is quite un- 
equalled, and little lefs than ftupendous ; 



V 
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charged with Wine, as a concealed Snare, in 
fome dreadful unexpected Moment fpiings 
up, and inextricably entangles the unwary 
Bird. — ^Was I to infcribe this Picture with a 
Motto, I would choofe the Apoftle's Admo- 
nition, Be sober ; Be vigilant* 

Who is this, with his Length of Hair* 
flowing upon his Shoulders ; with fuch Am- 
plitude of Perfonage, fuch Magnificence of 
Mein, and noble Plainnefs of Habit. 

Eug. This, Sir, is my favourite Piece.— 
My Father fometimes fhews me the Heads of 
the Philofophers : but there is fomething fo 
uninviting and fevere in Socrates and Diogenes^ 
that I could never much admire them. — ^But 
this. Sir, is Scipio-, the Thunderbolt of War, 
as Virgil calls Him. Here is fomething fo 
lovely and graceful, as well as grand and ma- 
jeftic, that I am never weary of looking on 
Him. 

jifp. He appears with a Lady of diftin- 
guifhed Beauty in his Hand. 

Eug. 

* I believe, it was not cuftomary with the Romans j cf- 
pecially their Warriors, to have long flowing Hair. This 
therefore might feem an Offence againft what the Italians 
call // Coftume^ if the Painter was not fupported by the Au- 
thority of Llvy. Who, in his defcriptivc Pifture of Scipio^ 
gives Us the following Touches.;' 5^^r/>j Corporis ambla ae 
magnifica. Pr^erquam quod fmpte Natura multa majeftas 
ineratj adomabat promilTa Caefaries, Habitufque Corporisy nom 
cultus MunJitiisy fed virilii piri ac militaris. 

Lib. XXVIII. c. 35, 
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Eug. This is the captive Princefs ; who had 
been taken in War ; who was fet apart for 
the General's Prize; but whom He is now 
reftoring to her efpoufed Hufband. 

jijp. You are right, Eugenio. — ^He has juft 
led in his lovely Captive, attended by her Hut- 
band and Parents, amidft a full Affembly of 
Romans and Celtiberians ; the Viftors and the 
Vanquilhed. His modeft Eyes, You obferve, 
are rather turned from, than gazing upon, 

the blooming Virgin. Cannot You fuppofe, 

how the Spcftators muft be afFefted, upon the 
Opening of this extraordinary Scene ? Every 
One beholds, the Hero with Admiration, the 
Lady with Delight. Every Bofom is big with 
Expe£lation, or in Pain for the Event. After 
a fhort Paufe, He addrefles Himfelf to the 

Lover, in Words to this EfFeft " I am no 

«' Stranger to your Intereft in this fine Wo- 
** man. The Fortune of War has put her 
" intirely into my Power. The Circumftances 
" of my Youth cannot render me infenfible 
" to fo engaging a Perfon. But with \Js Ro^ 
" mansy Honour and Generofity have a more 
*' prevailing Influence, than tranfitoiy Plea- 
" fures. Take your Bride ; be happy in each 
" Other; and when You look upon this 
" Gift, admire the Romans^ be a Friend to 

" Romer Upon this He delivers Her (as 

You behold the A6tion here reprefented) to^ 
the enamoured Prince. 

See! 
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See ! how the Crouds, that diifter and hang 
around, are ftruck with the beneficent Deed ! 

• In the Celtiberiansy We behold a Mixture 

of Veneration and Surprife. Their Looks are 
jpiill of Meaning. Methinks, they are going 

to cry out 5 Excellent Man ! In the Romans^ 

We difcern a confcious Superiority, and Ex- 
ultation of Mind. Triumph is in their Fea- 
tures. As though they would fay, T'bis won-- 
drous Man is ours I — ^In the Lady^ We admire 
the accomplifhed and modefl Fair ; unitin5 
all the Dignity of her Birth, with all the 
Delicacy of her Sex. What foft Confufion, 
and what tender Joy, appear in her Counte- 
nance ! She is loft in Wonder, and at a lofs 
for Words. She (peaks the Acknowledgments 
of her Heart, by the filent Eloquence of a 
Tear 3 which fteals down her glowing Cheek, 
to bedew the kind Hand, that has protefted 
her Innocence, and is delivering Her to her 

Lord. Her Lord is under an apparent, and 

a graceful Struggle, of Love and Gratitude. 
He dotes upon his charming Princefs, and He 
almoft adores his generous Benefaflor. We 
can hardly tell, whether He is going to clafp 
the former in his Arms, or throw Himfelf at 
the Feet of the latter. — The aged Parents ex- 
prefs their Tranfport in a ditferent Manner. 
Their Knees are bent to the Earth ; their Eyes 
are lifted up to Heaven; they implore, for 

their 
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their noble Guardian, every Blefling that the 

Gods can beftow. Scipio Himfelf difplays 

all the Magnanimity of the Conqueror, tem-r 
pered with the Sedatenefs of the Philofopher, 
and foftened with the Gentlenefs of the Friend* 
He gives Happinefs, but He enjoys a greater. 
His Eyes fparkle with a fublime Delight ; and 
He feems to anticipate the Applaufe, which 
this truly heroic A61 will gain, in all Coun- 
tries and in all Ages. 

Eug. Is not this a greater Viftory, than 
any that He had won, in the Field of Battle? 
And a nobler Triumph, than any that could 
be voted Him, by the applauding Senate ? 
Amiable Scipio! Might I be dLRoman^ I would 
be no other than Scipio. 

AJp. I wilh You, my dear Sir, the Tem- 
perance and Generofity of Scipio. But from 
a better Motive than his. He^ I fear, was too 
much fwayed by a Spirit of Ambition, which 
Tou muft endeavour to fupprefs, rather than 
cherifh. — A Spirit of Ambition^ which pants 
after Diftinftion, and thirfts for Applaufe, is 
diametrically oppofite to the Genius of the 
Gofpel *. It is a Leflbn, which muft infal- 
libly be unlearned, if ever We become Pof- 
feflbrs of Faith, or Partakers of CHRIST f.. 
—It is a Root of Bitternefs, which naturally 
produces Envy % ; that moft odious, and (as 

You 

♦ Gal. V, 26. t 7«*» V. 44. X Gal. v. 26, 
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You have juft now feen) moft felf-tormenting 
of all Tempers. — It is a Habit of Mind, which 
generally renders Men Incendiaries in the 
Church, and Difturbers of its Tranquillity*. 

It is therefore, more like an enchanted Po^ 

tion that inebriates, than a genuine Cordial that 
animates. 

Eug. From what Motive then would You 
encourage me, to be diligent in the Purfuit of 
Learning, and in the Cultivation of every 
Virtue? 

Afp. Not, that You may acquire the poor, 
contemptible, perifhing Honour, which com^ 

eth from Men but, that You lazy pleafe 

GOD, your Almighty CREATOR ^that 

You may glorify CHRIST^ your infinitely con- 
defcending REDEEMER— that You may 
Yourfelf attain, what is the true Dignity and 
only Felicity of your Nature ; and may be fer- 
viceable to the bejl Interefis of your Fellow- 
creatures even their prefent Holinefs, and 

their eternal Happinefs. 

Thefe are the grand and endearing Encour- 
agements, which our Holy Religion propofes. 
Thefe will operate, I am bold to aver, with a 
much fweeter, and a far more fovereign Effi- 
cacy, than all the glittering Enticements which 
Ambition can devife. And, what is above all 
other Confiderations weighty, thefe will be 

more 

♦ 3 jQhn 9, 10. 
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more likely, or rather thefe will be very cer- 
tain, to receive the divine BkJJing. 

You told me. You was never weary of con* 
templating Scipio. For which Reafon, I promifc 
Myfelf, You will not be fatigued or difpleafed, 
though I have fo long confined your Atten- 
tion to this Pourtrait. — But have We no Hero 
of Britain, fit to join this illufhious Trium- 
virate from Rome, Perjia, and Judaa ? 

Eug. The very next We meet, is one of our 
Englijh Kings. But 'I cannot fay, that I re* 
member either his Name, or his Story. 

yifp. How, my young Gentleman ! Do You 
read the Annals of other Nations, and not ac- 
quaint Yourfelf with the Affairs of your own 
Countiy ? — If I was in your Place, I would apply 
myfelf to the claffical Writers by way of Stu- 
dy, and to fome valuable Englijh Hiftorian by 
way of Amufement. Such an Amufement is 
infinitely preferable to Novels or Romances i 
and will not only relax your Attention, but 
enrich your Mind, 

Eug. I thank You, good Sir, for your Ad- 
monition, And, if You pleafe, I will now 
begin the Study, You recommend. Your Ex-i 
planation of thefe Drawings, fliall be the Ru- 
diments of my Knowledge. And I fliall think 
it a Happinefs, to receive my firft Inftruc* 
tions, from lb able a Mafter. 
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Afp. It is Honour endugh for me^ Eugenio^ 
to have given You the Hint. I only point 
out your Game, or fpring the Covey; You 
fhall be taught by a more expert Proficient, to 
make it your own. Yet, though Others may 
direct You with greater Skill, None will re- 
joice in your fuccelsful Purfuit, more lincerely 
than myfelf. 

This is our renowned Henry the Fifth j as 
He appeared after the Viftory of Agincourt. 
Tou lee the gallant Conqueror clad in Steel, 
and recent from the Slaughter of the infulting 
Foe. He fcems to breathe an heroic Ardour, 
which is fweetened and exalted by a lively De- 
votion. He that, a little while ago, drove 

the Battle, like a Whirlwind, on the Legions 
of France \ now, bends a fuppliant Knee, and 
offers the euchariftic Hymn, to the LORD 
GOD of Hofts. No turbulent or diforderly 
Joy riots among the Soldiery, They exprefi 
not the Triumph of their Hearts, in frantic 
Exultations, or drunken Revels ; but in A61:s 
of Thaiikfgiving to JEHOVAH. In an At- 
titude, that ipeaks the Pfalmift's devout Ac- 
knowledgment j Not unto Usy O LORD9 not 
unto Us J but unto thy Name be the Glory. 

This laft Inftance informs my Eugenio, That 

Prayer is an honourable Employ ^has been' 

pra6lifed by Perfons of the moft admired En- 
.dowments — is the fureft Method of obtaining 

Succefs^ 
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Succefsy in whatever Bufinefs We undertake 5 
and of enjoying Profperity\ in whatever Cir- 
cumftances We are placed. 

The next Piece is different from all the pre* 
ceding. In tbofe^ Armies with their Banners 
difplaycd, Ships of War riding at Anchor, 
battering Engines and Inftruments of Death, 
form the Perfpe6tive. In tbis^ We have, all 
around, a lovely rural Landfchape; exprdfive 
of Peace, and enriched with Plenty. Corn and 
Cattle in the Valleys ; fruitful Vineyards on 
the Hills ; and beautiful Gardens furrounding 

the Houfes. But who is that graceful and 

auguft Perfonage, feated on a ftately Throne 
of Ivory and Gold ? 

Eug. This is Solomon^ giving his firft Audi- 
ence to the Queen of Sbeba. A large Train 
of her Attendants throng the Avenues of 
the Palace. Some leading foreign Animals ; 
Some, bearing Vafes and Cafkets: All, ar- 
rayed in ftrange Apparel. The Ifraelites gaze 
upon their outlandifh Vifitants, their coftly 
Prefents, and peculiar Manners. Their Vifi- 
tants are as much furprifed at the Walls, the 
Towers, and efpecially the Temple of Jeru-* 
Jakm. But, You, Sir, I apprehend, are raoft 
pleafed with the venerable Perfbn, that fills 
the Throne. 
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^fp. Indeed I am ; and fo is his royal Gueft. 
-^You fee, in her Habit, her Retinue, her 
Deportment, a rude unpolifhed Kind of Gran- 
deur. But all in Solomon is fo fplendid, and 
at the fame Time fo elegant 3 difplays fuch a 
Delicacy of Tafte, and fuch a Magnificence 
of Spirit ; that the Sabaan Queen is over- 
whelmed with Amazement, and tranfported 
with Delight. Her Looks fpeak that high 
but juft Compliment, recorded by the facred 
Hiftorian ; // was a true Report^ that I beard 
in my own Landj of thy ASlSy and of thy TVif" 
dom. Howbeity I believed not the JVords^ until I 
camey and mine Eyes had feen : and behold I the 
half was not told me : thy fVifdom and Profperity 
exceed the Fame which I heard *. 

The Dome is of Cedar, the Pillars of Mar- 
ble, on which are fupported Curtains of Em- 
broidery. ^The Pillars fliine with the moft 

gloffy Polifh, and fwell upon the Eye with 
the boldefl: Projections. The Curtains, pen- 
dent in large and eafy Folds, feem not adhe- 
five to the Canvafs, but waving in the Air. 
The Throne is fo exquifitcly contrived, fo 
richly ornamented, and fo highly finilhed, as 
Ihews the Painter had in his Eye that remark- 
able Obfervation of Scripture 5 There was not 
the like made in any Kingdom. 

♦ I Kings X. 6, 7. 
Vol. I. T If 
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If the Monarch was abfent. We fhould de- 
fire no greater Entertainment, than to view 
the Beauties of the Apartment: but can hardly 
allow any Attention to the Edifice, when fo 
graceful and fo grand a Prefence befpeaks our 
Regard. For I mull own, there appears to 
me fomething peculiarly excellent in this 
Figure : a Serenity and Dignity y without any 
of that maitial Air, which gives a Tinc- 
ture c^ Ferocity to the Warrior : a Saga-- 
city and Penetration^ not to be equalled by 
the Wrinkles of Age, yet tranfparent through 
all the Bloom of Youth. Piety and Wif- 
dom, the Love of GOD and the Grace of 
his SPIRIT, give an Elevation to the Mind; 
a-fecret Charm to the Countenance; and 
fometliing more than mortal to the whole 

Man.- 1 am apt to fufpeft, Eugenioy that 

You yourfelf are ready to adopt a new Fa- 
vourite. That You now prefer Solomon 
even to Scipio-, and had rather be like the 
« Beloved of the LORD," than the Darling 
of Rome. 

Eug. Every Thing in Solomon is fo vener- 
able and heavenly, that I am filled with Awe, 
rather than fired with Emulation. It is not 
for a Boy, to think of imitating fuch high 
Perfedion ! 

Afp. Why not, my dear Sir? It was GOD 
who gave Solomon his fuperior Wifdom, and 

exalted 
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exalted Accomplifhments. Ajid GOD is the 
fame Tefierday^ to Day^ and for ever : as will- 
ing to hear, and as able to help Tou^ as He 
was to hear and blefs his Servant Solomon.'--'^^ 
Neither let yoiir Youth be a Difcouragement. 
Out of the MoutB of very Ba&es and Sucklings j, 
HE ordaineth Strength^ and perfeSis Fraife *. 
Samuel miniftered in the Temple, when He was 
but a Child -f-. fofiaby while He was yet 
young, began to feek after the GOD of his 
Fathers :|:. T'imothy was acquainted with the 
Holy Scriptures from his carlieft Years ||* 
And Solomm himfelf was none of the oldeft, 
when He was favoured with that extraordi- 
;iary Vifion, and made that admirable Choice 
at Gibeon^. A Paflage of Scripture, which { 
dare fay, You have read i which I would re^ 
commend to your attentive Confideration ; and 
which, I hope. You will take for the Model 

of your Condu6t. And if You, like that 

illuftrious young Prince, defire a wife and un- 
derftanding Heart, more than the Affluence 
of Wealth, or the Diftinftions of Honour : if 
YoAifeek Wifdom as Stiver^ and fearch for Her 
itts for bid Treaft4re : thenfloall You alfo under^ 
jiand the Fear of the LORD, and find the Know-* 
ledge of GOD ^. 

The 

• PJhJ. viii. 2. t I Sam. ii. 1$. J 2 Chron. 

xxxFv. 3, g zTm. HI. 15, § I Xiftgsiii. 5, 6, ^c. 
f Prgv. ii. 4, 5. 

T 2 
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The next that occurs, prefents Us with a 
View of the Sea-, and a moft tremendous 
View it is. 

Eug. This is the Voyage related by the 
Evangelifti when our LORD failed with his 
Difciples, and bid tlie Storm be ftill, and made 
the Ocean calm. 

j4Jp. Then We may truly fay, ji Greater 

iban Solomon is Here ! Give me Leave to 

hint, upon this Occafion, that every Piflure 
of CHRIST muft neceffarily depreciate his 
glorious Perfon. Therefore You will never 
think, that a few Rays beaming round his fa- 
cred Head, can properly diftinguifh the SON 
of GOD, or exprefs the Grace of his Offices, 
and the Divinity of his Nature. It is not to 
difplay the Pcrfeaions of the LORD JESVS 
Hit?ifelfy but only to give Us an Idea of one of 
his Worksy that the Pencil has been employed 
on this grand Subjeft. 

You will alfo remember, that it was not 
the main Ocean, but the Lake of T'iberias^ on 
which they failed. How^ever, the Painter is at 
Liberty, to make his Sea as large as He pleafes, 
and his Storm as terrible as He can. Accord- 
ingly, He has collefted all the Horrors of a 

Tempeft. Lightnings fire the Arch above; 

and Thunders, could Thunders have been 
painted, would have rocked the Ground be- 
low. Thofe flaming Bolts have finitten a 

huge 



D I A L O G U E VI. 277 

huge Promontory, and tore its rugged Brow, 
See! how the rocky Fragment is tumbling, 
with impetuous Bound, from Cliff to Cliff. — 
The Waters, lafhed by furious Winds, heave 
and tofs their tumultuous Billows. Here, they 
rife in rolling Ridges ; there, they rage in 

devouring Whirls. Amidfl thefe horrible 

Commotions, You behold a Vejfel in all the 
Extremity of Dijlrefs. Straining under the 
Blaft, battered and half overwhelmed by the 
Surge, fhe can no longer maintain the un- 
equal Conflidl; fhe yields to the refiftlefs Flood; 
and begins, evidently begins to fink. Per- 
plexed, amazed, and at their Wit's End, the 
Difciples run to and fro. They fhift the Tack- 
ling ; lighten the Stowage ; try every Expe- 
dient ; and find, to their inexpreffible Afto- 
nifhment, every Expedient ineffedual. 

We cafl our Eye forward, and their divine 
MASTER appears, fedately rifmg from a 
gentle Slumber. He fees the Perplexity and 
Horror of his Companions, without the leafl 
Emotion of Alarm. He* fees Deflru<Slion ap- 
proaching. Heaven and Earth mingling, and, 
inflead of being difmayed, enjoys the elemental 
War. — What Compofure in his Mien ! What 
Dignity in his Attitude ! What Majefly, 
fweetened with Compafllon, in his Afpeft ! 
Such as could arife from no other Caufe, but 
a confcious and undoubted Certainty, that not 
T 3 a 
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a Soul of the Crew fhould be loft ; not a Hair 
of their Head pcrifti ; and that all this mighty 
Uproar of Nature, fliould end in a Demon- 
ftration of his mightier Power, and a Confir- 
mation of his Difciples Faith. ^Hc looks 

abroad into the mutinous Sky, and the turbu- 
lent Deep, He waves, with an authoritative 
Air, his lacred Hand ; and adds the great com* 

manding Word, Peace : Be still. Do 

You inquire after the EfFeft ? Let Milton de- 
clare it ; 

Confufion heard bis Voice ^ and wild Uproar 
Stood rufd. 

This is exprefled in , another Draught, 
Where all is hufhed : the tremendous Agita- 
tions ccafc, and tlie moft profound Tranquil- 
lity takes Place. The Water is fmooth as 
Glafs J We have the Pifturc of a perfeft Calm ; 
and view thofe very Perfons, who, a little 
while ago, were in the wildeft Diftraftion, 
and in the very Jaws of* Ruin, furrounding 
their LORD as Men alive from the Dead*. 

Their 

* The Circumftances of this Miracle, as related by the 
Evangelifts, are truly wonderful, and to the laft Degree 
pifturefquc. 

Majler! Mafler ! JVeperiJbf How concife, how abrupt, 
and how ardent is this Exclamation ! Therefore how ftrongly 
fignificant of imminent Danger, and of the utmoft Diftrcl's ! 
They have not Time to be explicit, A Moment's Delay may 
be fatal. What they utter is Coacifenefs itfelf, and all Ra^ 

pidity. 
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Their Confternation is turned into Wonder, 
and their Pangs of Fear into Extafies of Joy, 
They acknowledge the Omnipotence, and 
adore the Goodnefs of JESUS. 

Eug. Well may they acknowledge his 0/»- 
nipotence \ fince Winds and Waves obey Him. 
Great Reafon have they to adore his Goodnefs^ 
fince He refcued them from the very Jaws of 
Death; that worft of Deaths, perifhing in 
the ftormy Deep. 

Afp. If JESUS CHRIST htid vouchfafed 
fuch a Deliverance to my Eugenioi What 

would 

pldity. Ltth viii. 24. — This is Nature : this is the genuini 
Language of the Heart : this is true hiftoric Painting. Every 
impartial Reader muft admire this exquifitely juft and fine 
Stroke, far beyond the difFufe and (I had almoft faid, im* 
fertintntly) florid Speech, which Firgil puts into the Mouth 
of his Hero on a like Occafion. Mn, I. 98. 

Si&wra, iri^ifAua-o. What a Majefty in this Command f 
'Tis admirable: 'tis inimitable: 'tis worthy of GOD. — I 
think. We may obferve a peculiarly proper Word, addrefled 
and adapted to each Element : the iirft injoining a Cejfation 
of the JVindsj the fecond a ^iefcence of the Waves : Silence 
in all that roared, Compofure in all that raged. As though 
(to give a (hort Paraphrafe on the grand Injunction} it had 
been faid ; Winds, he hu/h*d\ Waves, be calm. Markiv. 39, 

The Effe£i on the Difciplcs is defcribed, with all the 
Force of Imagination, and all the Energy of Di6^ion. Ta 
rcprefent in Colours, what the evangelical Hift6rian has 
kft upon Record, would be a Subjedl fit for the immortal 
Raphael \ and perhaps not to be equalled even by his maf-^ 
tcrly Pencil. A*av ex 9r£f iccn £v ixxjroiq ij^ifotvro xa» «9au/^a- 
^ov — tixui^aCoVy they were amazed — c f *r«»To, they were tranf- 
ported with Amazement— Xiot,y^ to the very greateft Degree^^ 
gx vff lo-o-Ki exceeding all that Language can exprefs« Mark 
vi. 51- 

T4 
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would He have thought, or how would He 
have been afFedled ? 

Eug. I fhould have thought myfelf inexpref- 
fbly obliged j and that I could never (htw/tdf- 
ficient Gratitude to fo great a Benefaftor. 

Afp. AfTure yourfelf then, my dear Sir, that 

He has done infinitely more for You. He 

has delivered You, not indeed from being 
fwallowed up by the raging Billows, but from 
finking into the Pit of everlafting Perdition. 
— ^He has not only refcued You from endlefs 
Deftruflion, but obtained eternal Life and 

heavenly Happinefs for You. This He has 

done, not by fpeaking a Word, or iflliing a 
Command ; but by bearing your Guilt, fuf- 
fering your Punifliment, and dying the Death, 
the moft ignominious and tormenting Deaths 
in your Stead. — —Should You not -then un^ 
feignec/Iy love HIM} Study to pleafe HIM? 
and make it the reigning Endeavour of your 
Life to glorify HIM? 

Here, I'heron returned, arid the young Stu-. 
dent withdrew j after receiving fome affec- 
tionate and encouraging Compliments from 
Ajpajto. Who was going to enlarge upon the 
excellent Tafte of his Friend ; the inftruclive 
S.tile of his Pictures \ the good Senfe and great 
Proficiency of his Son. But Theron^ far from 
coveting the Praile, and fiilly fatisfied with 

the 
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the Confcioufnefs, of afting the becoming 
Part, prevented his Difcourfe, by ftepping to 
a Pair of Glafs Folding-Doors : which, thrown 
open, admitted them into the Study. 

A Chimney-Piece of grey Marble, with plain, 
but bold and protuberant Mouldings, formed 

a very handfome Appearance. ^In various 

little Niches, were fixed elegant Bujis ; and on 
the feveral Interftices, hung beautiful Prints i 
reprefenting many of the mofl; eminently 
learned Men, who were the Ornaments and 
Blelfrngs, both of antient and modern Times» 
The Shelves, all around, were accommodated, 
not encumbered with Books. Aj^afio^ running 
over the lettered Backs, obferved a Colledlion 
•of the mod valuable Authors, in Hiftory-and 
Natural -Philofophy, in Poetry and Divinity. 

You will eafily perceive, faid Theroriy that I 
am fomewhat fmgular in furnifhing my Study, 
as well as in ornamenting the Avenue. My 
Books are not for Shew, but Ufe 5 and claim a 
Regard, rather on Account of their Worth, 
than their Number. — An immenfe Multitude 
of Volumes, I have always thought, is more 
likely to embarrafs the Attention, than to im- 
prove the Underftanding. A huge Library 
feems to refemble a perplexing Labyrinth-^ and 
often bewilders the Mind, inftead of leading 
it expeditioufly to the Acquiiition of Truth. 

When 
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When People are eager toperufe a Multipli- 
city of Writings, it frequently happens, that 
in reading all, they digeft none *. They tafte 
fome empty and tranfient Amufement, but col- 
left no folid or lafting Advantage, Their 
Minds are fomewhat like thofe capacious 
Looking-Glaffes, which We have feen expofed 
in the moft frequented and populous Streets of 
London. They receive all Manner of fliadowy 
Images^ but no fubftantial Impreilion. A thou- 
fend Figures pafs through them, not one abides 
in them. 

Our Books, replied Afpaftoy as well as our 
Friends, fhould rather htfekSiy than numerous. 
For my Part, I would defire no mwe than two 
or three of the moft correft and mafterly Wri- 
ters in any Science, Thefe, a Perfon of mode- 
rate Capacity may be able to comprehend ; and 
not comprehend only, but enrich his Memory 
with the choiceft Sentiments, and make the Sub- 

ftance of their Works his own. He will, by 

Repetition and familiar Converfe, enter into 
their Spirit ^ and acquire their Manner. While a 
Rambler in reading, does little more than gra- 
tify 

* The Author of Night-Thoughts has touched this Sub- 
jfd, with great Judgment, and equal Sprightlinefs. 
Voracious Learnings often overfed^ 
Digefts not into Senfe the motley Meal. 
This Forager on Other's JVifdom^ Uaves 
Hernative Farniy her Reafon quite untilFd. 
fUtb mixt Manure Shefurfeits the rank Soil^ . 
Dunged but not drefs'di and rich to Beggary. 
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tify his Fancy, withom refimng his Tafte, of 
amending his Heart. 

Upon this A^ajh tnrned Himfelf; and 
cfpied, in one CoriPier of the Apartment, the 
celeftial and terreilrid Globes-^ in another, i 
large refkfting ^eleJcGpe ; and on the Top of 
a Buroe, one or two of the beft Microfcopci. 

Thefe Inftruments, refumcd Thertm^ have 
opened an inexhauftible Fond of the fineft En- 
tertainments *• They have furnifhcd Us with 
ne^a Eyes ; and brought up, I may venture to 
fay, a ntiv JVarld into our View. They gVc 
Us a Sight of Wonders, that may feem incfe-^ 
dible to the incurious Vulgar, and were xJt- 
terly unknown to the moft inquifitive Sages 

of 

* Gentlemen of Tafte and Serioufnefs cannot, I tiunk, 
have a nobler Piece of Furniture for their Studies, than the 
Mict'ofcope and the TeUfcope^ the Orrery and the JtT'Pump. 
This Apparatus would aitord them a moft delightful and im« 
proving Amufement in a folitary Hour.— -It would alfo give 
them an Opportunity of entertaining their Company, in a 
truly elegant and very inftruSive Manner, It would open a 
fine and ample Field, for difpla)ring the Glories of GOD the 
CREATOR, and of GOD the REDEEMER.— A» the 
Difcoveries made by thefe Inftruments, are fo farprijmg in 
themfelves, and nnv to the Generality of Mankiiidy eve^ 
edifying Hint deduced bomfuch Obfervations, would cofM 
with a peculiar Recommendation.-^This, I am fure, would 
be a Method of reducing to PraSice, what the polite Hifto- 
rian has recorded of the politer Scipio ; EUgmUiffim» Inter* 
valla Negotiorum Otto difpunxit. Veil. Paterc. — And, I be* 
lieve, it might be a happy Means of tuning the Soul, to bear 
a Part in that immortal Hymn ; H^orthy art ThoUy OLORD^ 
to nceive Glory^ and Honour ^ and Powor ; for Thou baft cfi^ 
at id all Things j and for thy Plfafur$ they now o^ift^ ond wert 
At firft created. Rev* iv. | x* 
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of Antiquity. They charm the Eye with a 
Difplay of inimitable Beauties, where nothing 
worthy of Notice was expelled. They throw 
the Mind into a pleafing Tranfport of Admi- 
ration ; and from the meaneft loweft Objefts, 
raife the moft amiable and exalted Ideas of the 
all-glorious CREATOR. 

I have often regretted, that fuch rational 
and manly Gratifications (hould be almoft 
univerfally fupplanted, by the fantafiical and 
cbildijh Amufements in Vogue. Why fhould 
ndt the Contemplation of Nature's furprifing 
Novelties, be as acceptable an Entertainment, 
as the ftale Diverfion of ^adrille ; be as re- 
fined an Employ for a leifure Hour, as to count 
the Spots on a Pack of Cards ? — The Ladies, 
I am very fure, might find brighter Colours, 
and more delicate Ornaments, in the Robes 
and Head-Drefs of a common Fly ; than ever 
they found amidft the Trinkets of a T^oy^Shop. 
And was the feir Circle of Females once ac- 
quainted with the radiant Varnifh and rich 
Studs, that enamel the Cover of a Beatles 
Wing 5 I am apt to think, they would view with 
lefs Rapture, with more Indifference, perhaps, 
with a becoming Difdain, all the pretty Fan- 
cies of a Beaus Wardrobe. 

A few Days ago, when the accompliftied 
Manilia favoured Us with a Vifit, I fhewed 
Her, through a magnifying Glafs, the Sting 

of 
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of a Bee, the Scale of a Soal, the Wing of a 
Gnat, and fome other beautiful Minims of Na- 
ture; together with the Powder, which ad- 
heres to our Finger, ^hen We touch the Body 
of a Moth. — " Surprifing ! criecj the young 
" Lady. What elegant Figures! What en- 
" chanting Finery ! 

•— Smalleji Lineaments exaSl^ 

In all the Liveries decJit of Summers Pride y 
With Spots of Gold and Purple^ Azure and 
Green. 

" How perfeft the Polifh, and how high the 
*' Finifhing, of that little Weapon I — This Piece 
" of defenfve Armour, how (kilfiilly contrived, 
" and how curioufly wrought \ Here, riling 
" into little Ridges, like the Bofles of a Buck- 
^Mer; fitted to repel Injuries. There, fcooped 
" into little Cavities, defigned, I fuppofe, to 
" diminifh its Weight; that the Coat of Mail 
" may not incumber, even while it defends, the 
" puny Wearer. — What I took to be a whitifti 
" defpicable Rag, is the neateJlFan^ I ever be- 
" held. Mounted on Sticks * inimitably ta- 
" pering and flender. Tinged with all the 
" foft and lovely Colours of the moft glofly 
*' Mother of Pearl. — But, what aftonifties me 
*' more than all, is the View of that coloured 
" Dujl'^ which your Inftrument has turned 

" into 

* Thefe Sticks^ are the Jittle Ribs^ which fupport, at proi. 
per Intervals, the fiae tranfparent Membrane of the Winj^ 
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•* into a Clufier of Feathers. Every one wrought 
'* off with a Regulaiity and a Delicacy, that 
^^ are beyond the Power of Etefcription. The 
** finef}: Stroke drawn by the Italian Pen, 
^ comparec^with the extreme Minutenefe of 
^* the Shaft, is broad and bulky as an Admi- 
** raFs Maft. A Speck of Leaf-Gold, could it 
" be weighed againfl the exquifite Attenua- 
" tions i>f the Vane*, would be more fub- 
«* ftantial and ponderous than yonder marble 
" Slab. 

" How nice, even to a Prodigy, muft be 
" the Mechanifm of the animalcule Race ! I fee 
^ Globules, I fee Tides of Blood, rolling 
** through Maeanders inexprcffibly finer, than 

« the fineft Hair. Stranger ftiU ! I fee 

^' whole Sholes of aftive Creatures, expatiat- 
" ing in a fingle Drop of Water f : taking 

^' their 

♦ Vane is lii^ feathery Part of a Quill. 

t In a fingle Drop of Water, Dr. Hook i$ faid to have dif- 
covered, with his Microfcopey eight Millions two hundred 
and eighty thoufand jfmnmJcules. -^-This is mentioned, be- 
caufe It is the prevailing Philofophy of the Age. Though I 
iDuft cojafefs, that Mr. Gautier leems to have goae a confix 
derable Way, towards giving it anothcj Turn- As He has 
proved^ before a learned Afllembly at Parisy TTiat the Fer» 
oniailares of Lewenhoeck^ and the living MHiculte of Mr. de 
BuffoMy were only Balls of Air agitated by the fermenting of 
the Seed. If fo, it is not impoffible, but Dr. Hook*^ Am-- 
nakula may be nothing more than Skls (jiJir^ agitated by 
the fewicnting of the Pepper. 

Be this as it will, the young Ladv's Remarks on the Won- 
Aon of Mubgmjm in the animalcule Creatioo, I bdieve will 
^irver be controverted. 
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*^ their Paftime amidft fuch a fcanty Canal, as 
" unftraitened and as much at large, as iwf- 
" athan in the Abyffes of the Ocean. — A whole 
" Kingdom of thefc Creatures, though collefted 
" into a Body, are quite undifcernable by the 
" naked Eye. What then muft be the Size of 
«« every Individual? Yet in every Individual 
" there is a complete Syftem of Limbs ; each en- 
" dowed with fpontaneous Motion j all af- 
** fembled, though not crouded, in a living 
" Atom. — ^To refled: upon the Texture of Vef- 
" fels, and the Operation of Organs, fo com- 
" plex, fo numerous, yet fo inconceivably mi- 
"nute; how it awakens Admiration! Fills 
" me with Reverence of the ALMIGHTY 
"MAKER! and yields a Pleafure, infinitely 
" fuperior to all the modifh Amufements ctf 
" our Sex ! — Your Difcoveries of Life in Ms-^ 
" mature y have given me a Di(guft of, what is 
" called High Life^ and its folemn Fopperies. 
" You have (polled me, T'berony fov a fadiion- 
" able Trifler. I fhall no longer relifli the dull 
" Oeconomy of the Fan, or the poor Parade 
"oftheSnufF-Box." 

AJp. Have You nothing to fay of the ^ek^ 

fcopf? 1 believe, it muft be my Province to 

celdbrate this admirable Invention ; and I wiftx 
I could do it, with M/w/Vm's brilliant Imagina«- 
tion.— If the Microfcope leads Us downward, 

to 
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to the curious Secrets of the animalcule Crea- 
tion; the Tele/cope bears Us upward, to the 
grand Peculiarities of the ftariy Regions, The 
Eye, conducted by this wonderful Guide, vifits 
a Variety of majeftic Orbs, which would other- 
wife be loft in unmeafurable Trafts of iEther. 
— This, Hv more furprifmg than the Difco- 
veries of Columbus, has found out new Colo- 
nies of Worlds, in every Quarter of the noc- 
turnal Skies. This has placed a glittering 
Crefcent, on the Brow of one * of the Planets ; 
and has given others a moft ftately Train of 
Attendants -f-. 

Tell me, T'beron ; could You difcern the full 
Choir of the Conftellations, or diftinguifh the 
variegated Face of the Moon, without the Aid 
of your telefcopic Tube ? Could You, with your 
unaffifted Eye, get a Sight of Jupiter s Satel- 
lites, or procure a Glimpfe of Saturn^ Ring ? 
——Without that fupplementary Aid to our 
Sight, they are quite imperceptible; though 
the Satellites of the former, are. incomparably 
more magnificent, than the Retinue of all the 
Monarchs in the World ; and compared with 
the Ring of the latter, all the Bridges on ten 
thoufand Rivers, are lefs than the Ferule of 
your Cane, 

As the Telefcope to the Eye, fo is Revelation 
to the Underftanding. It difcovers Truths, 

which) 

♦ The Planet r^««x. 

t The Satellites of Jupiter and Saturn. 
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which, exclufivc of fuch a Difcovery, had been 
for ever hid from the mod fagacious Minds. 
— 'Tls ftrange to the unlearned Obferver, that 
this ponderous Globe of Earth and Seas, fhouid 
wheel its rapid Circuit round the Sun. But 
the TelefcQpe has rendered this Fa6t clear to a 

Demonilration. Tis ftrange iikewife to our 

natural Apprehenfions, that We fhouid die 
in Adam^ and be undone by our firft Parent's 
Difobedience. Nor lefs fo, that We fhoald 
be made alive in CHRIST j and derive our Re- 
covery from his imputed Righteoufiiefs. But 
Revelation makes this Doftrine as certain, as 
it is comfortable. 

Tber. Does Revelation make it certain ? 

This is a Point not yet eftablifhed, but taken 
for granted. I rather apprehend, that Reve- 
lation, in no Place maintains it, in many 

Places- difavows it. Since your Abfence, Af^ 

pafioj I have fpent fome Time in fearching the 
Scriptures, with a particular View to this Te- 
net. And I can find no fuch Expreflion in 
the whole Bible, as the Imputation of CHRISTs 
Righteoufnels. if it was fo leading an Ar- 
ticle, as You reprefent; furely, it could not 
have been intirdy forgotten by the infpired 
Writers, nor utterly excluded from ^beir Body 
of Divinity. 

Afp^ The very identical Expreflion may not 
occur, and yet the Do6tr4ne be abundantly 

Vol. I. U taught. 
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taught. I believe, You never met with the 
Wojd RefurreSlioHy in any Part of the Penta- 
teuch J nor ever read the Phrafe SatisfaSlioTij 
in all the New Teftament. Yet our LORD 
fully proved the Truth of the former, from 
the Writings of Mofes } and You Yourfelf have 
acknowledged the latter, to be the unanimous 
Senfe of the Apoftles and Evangelifts, 

In the Epiftle to the Romans^ We have ex- 
prefs and repeated Mention of a Righteouf- 
nefs imputed. What or whofe Righteoufnefs, 

can be the Subjedl of this AflTertion ? Not 

the Righteoufnefs of Angels. They are a fu- 
perior Clafs of Beings, and have no fuch inti- 
mate Connexion with our Nature. — Not the 
Righteoufnefs of eminent Saints. This is tlie 
exploded Error of Popery ; and furniflies the 
RomiJJo Zealots with that Chimera of Arro- 
gance and Folly, Works of Supererogation. 

Not any Righteoufnefs of our own : for, 

it is pofitively declared, to be without JVorks^i 
in which no Works of our own have any 

Concurrence, or the leaft Share. What - 

other Righteoufnefs then can be meant, but 
the Righteoufiiefs of our great SUBSTITUTE, 
SURETY, and SAVIOUR ? Who took our 
Nature; difcharged our Debt; and is there- 
fore lliled, JEHOVAH our Righteoufnefs f . 

Her. 

♦ Rom. iv. 6. t 7^« xxi»- 6. 
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Ther. This feems contrary to the whole 

Tenour of the facred Inftrudlions. What fays 

the Prophet ? lVhe?i the wicked Man turneth away 

from his Wickednefs that He hath comr^itted^ and 

doeth that which is lawful and rights He fmll 

fave his Soul alive *. Here, that greateft of 

Bleffings, the Salvation of the Soul, is afcribed 
to ^ Departure from Evil, and a Perfeverance 
in Good: to a real Alteration in a Man's own 
Temper and Condu6l, not to any fanfif ul Ap- 
plication, of fomc tranfmiflive Righteoufnefs 
from Another. 

Afp. Let me afk my T!heron\ Is there no 
Wickednefs, but Riot and Debauchery, Pro- 
fanenefs and Injuftice ? — Unbelief though it 
may pafs without Cenfure or Notice in a Syftem 
of Morality, is, in the Volume of Revelation, 
declared a capital Crime. Our LORD, (peak- 
ing of the HOLY SPIRIT, mentions it as a 
fignal Part of his Office, That He J}:all con- 
vince the World of Sin. — Of what Sin ? Scan- 
dalous Violations of moral Re6litude ? This 
were a needlefs Employ. The Light of Rea- 
fon is fufficient to evince fuch a Charge ; and 
the Court of Confcience is ere6led, to pafs the 
deferved Sentence. — Of Sin, adds the HEA- 
VENLY TEACHER, becaufe they believe not 
on me-f : on my Death, as the Caufe of their 
Forgivenefs; on my Righteoufnefs, as the 

Ground 

* Ezei. xviii. 27. t John xvi. 9. 

U 2 
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Ground of their Acceptance ; on my SPIRIT, 
afe the powerful Principle of their Holinefs. 

Unbelief treats GOD as a Liar * ; becaufe, 
it rejeds t!le Teftimony, which He has btore 
concerning his beloved SON. — Unbelief tram- 
ples on the Blood of CHRISfy and is a 
moft cohtejnptuous Affront to all his faving 
Offices.— Uftbelief would counteraft the Ope- 
rations of the HOLY GHOST ; whofe pecu- 
liar Work it is, to teftify of CHRIS^y aiid 
make manifeft his Righteoufnefs. — Unbelief 
inftigates (could We have thought it pofSble ?) 
a Child of Duft, a Slave of Sin, to idolize 
Himfelf arid his own Performances. — To fay 
all in a Word ; Unbelief is that great y that 
compnbenjive Iniquity, which fcomfuUy re- 
jects, or itnpioufly renounces, the itioft glori- 
ous Method of Salvation, which Omnifcierice 
itfelf could devife. 

The wicked Man, therefore, never turns 
from his Wickednefs; till He turns, by a true 
Faith, to JESUS CHRIST. Till then. He k 
a Rebel againft the Gojpely however He Inay 
pay fomc fpecious and partial llcgard to the 
Law. So flagrant a Rebel, that he ftands 
particularly excepted, in the Aft of Evange- 
lical Indemnity. For, as He that betiweth en. 
the SON, bath everlajling Lifei fo, He tbdt 

believetb 

* I John V. 10. 
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Selievetb not^ rs i:ondemned already y and the Wratk 
of GOD abideth on bim'^. 

Tber. What are the Pfalmijfs Sentiments on 
this Subject? Does not He reprefent the Mat- 
ter in a very different Light? T^hou^ LORG^ 
art merciful \ for Tibou rewardefi every Mau ^f- 
cording to bisy not Another's fFbris^. 

Afp. Noble Saying ! May it be written up?- 
on our very Hearts ! — GOD is merciful, ai}d 
therefore rewardeth. From whence it appears, 
that what We call a Reward, is really an Adt 
of Mercy, rather than of Juftice. The^^^^i 
of Sin is Death ; but the Gift (fays the Apof- 
tle, altering his Style, and making a mpft 
important Diftin6lion) the Gift of GOD is 
eternal Life if. — The infpired Penman fub- 
joins, not for y but according tOy every Man's 
Works. His Works are tlie Meafbre, not the 
meritorious Caufe. To merit, is the fole Pre- 
rogative of the SAVIOUR. To Him i;t ^s 
owing, that our imperfe£i: Services are Ixq- 

nQw:ed 

• John ill. 1 8, 36. The Words are execcdingljr empha- 
tical, and no lefs awful.— Not barely He Jhall come into 
Condemnation, but He (that believeth not) is condemned ^al- 
ready. . Though ever fo civilized or refined in his outward 
Converfation, He lies under a Sentence of Death, and is 
the.Objed of divine Wrath. — Which not only will vifttKx^y 
but ahideth on Him. So that, where-ever He may be, what- 
ever He may do, the Difpleafure of the tiemendous JEHO- 
VAH hangs over Him, like a dreadful deftrudive Sword -, 
and, if He dies in fuch a Condition, will inevitably fall up- 
on htm, and cut him in Pieces eternally* 

t PJaL Ixii. 12. X Rom, vi. 23. 

U3 
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nourcd with any Acceptance; much more that 
they are recompenfed with any Reward. 

l*her. Does not this Expofition of yours, 
clafh with that truly generous Acknowledg- 
ment of St. Peter ? In every Natioriy He that 
fearetb GOD^ and ivcrketb Rightcoiifnefs^ is ac^ 
cepted with Him^. Here, it is undeniably 
evident, that Acceptance with our CREATOR, 
is founded on a Man's own Piety, and perfonal 
Integrity. 

JJp. Rightly to underftand this Text, We 
fhould inquire into the Circumftances of the 
Hiftory. — The Apoftle had been ftrongly and 
moft unreafonably prejudiced in Favour of the 
Jews ; imagining, that the Salvation of 
CHRIST, like the Difpenfation of MofeSy muft 
be confined to his Countrymen. — But now% 
having confidered the Purport of his late hea- 
venly Vifion; having compared it with the an- 
gelic Meflage, delivered to Cornelius ; and be- 
ing made acquainted with the Charader of 
that valuable Man ; He breaks out into this 
truly catholic Declaration. — ^* My Prejudices 
** are vaniflied. My Sentiments are inlarged. 
" From the Inftance before me, it is demojijlrably 
** certain ; that GOD does not appropriate the 
«' Bleflings of his Covenant, to any particular 
*• Perfon, Family, or People. But^ in every Na- 
<« tioiy He thatjeareth Him^ and from a Prin- 

*' ciple 
• ASii 5c, 35. 
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** ciple of Religion in the Heart, ivorketh Righ-^ 
" teouffiefs in the Life, is accepted \ fo accepted, 
" as to be an Obje6l of the divine Favour, and 
*' an Inheritor of eternal Happinefs." 

This, I think, is the exa6l Meaning of the 
Place. And let it be recoUedled, that no One 
truly fears, or can poffibly pleafe GOD, with- 
out Faith *. For which Reafon, it feems ne- 
ceflary to fuppofe, that ComeliuSy though a 
Heathen by Birth, had believed through Grace. 
— Nay ; it is evident from the Context, that 
he had heard of JESUS CHRIST^, had fome 
Acquaintance with the Defign of his Coming, 
and the Execution of his Office -f; enough 
to be the Ground of a real^ though perhaps 
an infantile Faith. The Bufmefs of the Apof- 
tie was, to lead this Convert into tlie clear 
Light, and full Privileges of the Gofpel j to 
ratify and confirm his Title to them, by the 
facred Seal of Baptifm ; and intro4uce Him, 
as the FirJl'Fruiis of the Gentiles, into the 
Chriftian Church. 

So that nothing can be concluded from this 

Paflage, but that the glad Tidings oi Chrijlian-* 

ity 
• Heb, xi. 6. 
+ See ver, 36, 37. Indeed it could hardly beotherwirej 
fince Cormlius was fettled at Cafarea^ the Rcfidence of the 
Lord' Lieutenant ; and Seat of the Civile as "Jerufalem was of 
the Ecclefiaftical Government. In a Place of fuch general 
Refort, fo very remarkable an Event could not be unknown. 
Efpecially, as Philip the Evangclift had fixed his Abode in 
that City. See A£is viii. 40. 

U4 
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tty are for ^Je^ivs^ for Gentiles^ for all People 
—that Faith, even when weak, is produftive 
of good Works and, when fmcerely im- 
proved, will certainly be increafcd 5 will " go 
« from Strength to Strength." 

Tier. Does not our SAVIOUR, in de- 
fcribing the Procefs, and foretelling the LTue 
of the lafl: decifive Tryal, affign a Kingdom to 
the Righteous ? Affign it, in this precife View, 
as a proper Remuneration of their own good 
Works J Saying, in the mod exprefs Terms ; 
Come, ye blefcd of my FATHER, inherit the 
Kingdom prepared for Tou, from the Foundation 
of the World: for I was an hungred, and Te 
gave me Meaty for Gff. for Gfr.* 

Afp. Be pleafed to take Notice of the Ex- 
preffion. They are bidden to inherit: and 
what is Treer^than an Inheritance ? — Obferve 
alfo the Reafon alledged, and compare it with 
the Rule of Judicature. He that ielievetby 
faith the SUPREME JUDGE, Jhall he faved. 
This is the avowed, the invariable Standard^ 
by which He proceeds, in adminiftering ev«i'- 
lafting Judgment. Accordingly, He confers 
eternal Life on the Righteous, as Perfons in- 
titled to this great Felicity, on the Foot of 
his own gracious Appointment. 

For 

t Matt. XXV. 30. 
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For denotes, not the Foundatioriy but the 
Evidence^ of their Right. " I acquit fuch a 
" Perfon, iays the Arbitrator in a judicial 
« Claim ; for the Witnefles depofe, that the 
" Debt is paid/' The Depofition, which an*» 
fwers to thefe righteous Afts, is the Proof i 
Payment of the Debt, which corrciponds with 
Cffi^ /57^s perfca Obedience, is the Caufe"^ 

of the Difcharge. For Te have given ; Ye 

have abounded in all Inftances of Duty to me, 
and Love to your Brethren j and thereby have 
manifefted Yourfelves true Believers. 

It may be farther obferved, That our LORD 
fays not. Ye have done it to your FeUow-*crea^ 
tures, but to thefe my Brethren 'f. He com« 
mends not every random Aft of Good-natum 
or GeneroAty, but fuch Kinds of Beneficence 
only, as carry the Chrijiian Stamp ; were ex^ 
ercifed to a Difciple, " in the Name of a 
" Difciple/' And thefi moft evidently pro- 
ceed from Faith 5 tbefo undeniably atteO: its 
Sincerity. 

"Tber. Are not thefe Diftinftions moKfuMe^ 
ih^nfohdf 

AJf. To me they appear in no fuch Light. 
If You think otherwife, let Us appeal to thofe 

excel- 

* The Spring is came, iafs the CcMiitraMn \ fir the 
Orchard blooms, and the Black-Bird iln^. The Bloonu^ 
of the Trees, and the Melody of the Krds* wecf newer ic^ 
pofed to creaUy only to chara£firit£^ the <leligbti£ul Sealoa, 
They are, not its Cailfc^ tHitihePlwfirfJtt tAkiD{ PJaoe. 

t Matt. XXV. 40. 
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excellent Perfons themfelves. The Turn, the 
very remarkable Turn of their Sentiments, 
will fully decide our Queftion. — Do they lay 
any Strefs upon their own religious Duties, 
and beneficent Deeds ? Far from relying on 
them, farther ftill from pleading them, they 
beftow not zfmgle T'hought upon them. Hav- 
ing fixed their Hopes on the Rock of Ages, 
they forget thefe tranfient Bubbles*. Nay, 
they wonder. That their exalted MASTER 
fhould condefcend, to make any honourable 
Mention of fuch imperfeft Services. — O ! that 
We may be enabled, tlirough the whole Courfe 
of our Lives, to follow the Example of their 
Piety ; and, when We ftand before the tre- 
mendous Tribunal, to imitate their Humility 
and Wifdom ! Their Humility ; in renouncing 
themfelves, and difclaiming all Defert of their 
own. Their Wifdom \ in repofing their whole 
Confidence on the Merits and Righteoufnefs 
of their REDEEMER. 

Ther. Our LORD makes no Mention of 
this Do^lrine, in his Sermon on the Mount. 
Whereas, if it had been fo wry material. He 

would 

* Bubbles they arc, compared with the all-glorious Obe- 
dience of CHRIST \ or confidered in reference to the grand 
Affair of Juftification before GOD.— But as Bubbles, or 
watery Veficles inflated with Air, are the Means of exhi- 
biting the beautiful Colours of the Rainbow ; fo thefe Ser- 
vices, though poor and defeftive, bear Tefiimony to the Ex- 
iftcnce of that precious Gv^Qt>-^Faith. 
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would at leaft have touched upon it, in that 
comprehenfive Summary of true Religion. 

Afp. Our LORD fays not a Word, con- 
cerning the Sacrifice of his Death, Neither 
is there a Syllable, relating to his Interceffion 
for Tranfgreflbrs, But are thefe Articles of 
our Faitb to be deemed fictitious or fuperflu- 
ous ? Becaufe, they are not exprefly incul- 
cated, in that admirable Treatife of praSlicd 
Divinity, 

However, upon a more attentive Examina- 
tion, perhaps. We fhall find the Point moft 
ftrongly implied^ though not ^\X\xidl^ fpecijied'y 
its Neceflity demonftrated, though its Nature 
be not explained. — The illuftrious TEACHER 
opened his Mouth, and with a peculiar So- 
lemnity faid J Blefedare the Poor in Spirit*. — 
But JVbo are they ? Not the Perfons, who footh 
themfelves with the flattering Conceit of the 
Laodicean Church ; / am rich in Obedience^ 
and increafed in fpiritual Goods -f. Thofe ra- 
ther, who fee their Indigence; bewail their 
Guilt ; and hunger and thirft after the jufti- 
fying Merit of a REDEEMER. Who, from 
the very Bottom of an humbled Heart, con- 
fefs; " LORD, lam no more able to con- 
" form all my Condud, to thy mofl holy 
" Law, than I am capable of atoning for my 
•' innumerable Sins. CHRIST muQ: be my 

Righ. 
♦ Matt. V. 3. t Riv* iiit 1 7. 
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** Righteoufnefs, as well as my Propitiation, 
" or elfe I am irrecoverably undone." 

The inimitable PREACHER farther affures 

his Hearers; That, unlefs their Righteoufnejs 

exceed the Righteoujhefs of the Scribes and P bar i^ 

fees^ they Jhall in no wife enter into the Kingdom of 

Heaven *. How muft Cbrifiians exceed the 

Pharifees ? Not only in h^mg fncere -, in hav* 
ing Refpeft unto all GO D's Commandments ; 
but alfo in poffeffing a complete Righteoufnefs, 
Such as the divine Holinefs can, with Com- 
placency, accept; and in which the divine 
Juftice may, with Honour, acquieice. Nor 
can this be any Thing lefe, than the perfeS 
Obedience of the great MEDIATOR.-^St. 
Paul's memorable Teftimony, concerning his 
Attainments in the Pharifaical^ and his Hopes 
in the Chrijlian State'}-, afford the very befl: 
Comment upon this important Declaration of 
our LORD. 

7her. The ORACLE of Heaven, You 
know, was once consulted upon that moft mo- 
mentous of all QuefticM^s ; How a Perfon may 
afcertain his Title to Life and Immortality ? 
And what is the Tenour of the facred ^Lefcript ? 
—-We are referred to tlie Ten Command- 
ments ; and, in the moft explicit T^rms, with 
the tnoft peremptory Air, told ; T'his do, and 
tbou fhalt live %. ^ 

♦ Matt. V. ao. t ^W^ iii. 7> 8, 9. % Mutt. xix. 1 7. 
Luk$ X. 28. 
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Ajp. That particular Perfon, if You pleafe, 
was referred to die ten Commandments ^ not 
We^ and Mankind in geheral.-***.Our LORD, 
in the preceding Verfes, had been informing 
his Difciples -, That they muft receive the King-- 
dom of GOD, or the Grace of the Gofpel, and 
the Bleflings it propofes, as a little Child. And 
this can hardly lignify, mConfequence of their 
own Doings. 

Tber. " That particular Perfon referred! 
" Not We and Mankind in general !" — ^I 
don't underftand your Meaning, Afpafio. 

AJp. You will obfervc then, that oar LORD'S 
Reply was not an univerfal Direftion, but an 
Anfwer Ad Hominem ; peculiarly adapted ♦ to 
the young Gentleman's Application, which, 
howevfcr it may have been admired, was none 

of the wifeft, Inftead of afking ; " How 

" fliall a poor guilty Mortal, who is every Day 
" offending, obtain Forgivenefs from the righ- 
" teous GOD?" Inftead of faying ; " How 
" fhall I, who am not able to think a good 

" thought^ 

* It is delightful to obfervc the Wifdom of our LORD : 
how exat^ly this divine Cafuift fuits his Counfel to the van* 
ous States of Mankind. — The Secure and Prefumptuous He 
fends to the Ltnuy that they may be humbled. To the Goti'^ 
trite and Penitent He preaches the Gojpely that they may be 
iomfoTtti. — When the Pharifee^ full of Self-conceit, ftands 
up.indfays. What Jhall I do? The Anfwer is, Do all that 
is cMknanded. When the hroken-htarted Woman falls at hit 
Feet, and fpeaks in Tears the Guilt of her Life, and the 
Anguilh of her Soul j thy Sins art forgivin, is the gracious 
Reply. 
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** I'houghty make fure my Title to an eternal 
cc Weight of Glory ?" Our Querift demands ; 
What good ^hingjhall 1 do, that I may inherit 
fternal Life? The Reply proceeds upon the 
Inquirer's own Principles, If You expedt 
Salvation upon fuch legal Terms, know, that 
your Obedience muft be nothing lefs, than a 
perfeSi Conformity to the divine Law. Per- 
form all its Precepts, in their utmoft Extent, 
in their exadeft Purity, and with an unre- 
mitted Perfeverance, then But alas ! fuch 

Perfe6i:ion is too high for fallen Creatures ; 
they cannot attain unto it. Neceflarily, there- 
fore, muft they drop all fuch Pretenfions, and 
have Recourfe to fome other Method of Jufti- 
fication. 

"Ther. Why did that « WONDERFUL 
" COUNSELLOR," if fuch was the Purport 
of his Anfwer, exprefs Himfelf fo obfcurely ? 
Why did He not divert his promifmg Scholar 
from this fruitlefs Attempt s and put Him in 
the right, the pra6ticable Way of obtaining 
Salvation ? 

^fp. This He did, with the fineft Addrefs, 

and in the moft fkilful Manner. Had our 

LORD plainly affirmed, " You are worldly; 
" You are covetous j your Riches are your 
"GOD :" fuch a Charge would, in all Proba- 
bility. have been as confidently denied, as it 
was plainly urged. Therefore He brings this 

fpecious 
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fpecious Hypocrite to a Tty?*, which could 
not be evaded, and which was fure to difco- 
ver the Truth. A Teft, which laid open the 
palpable and enormous Defedts of his fo much 
boafted Obedience. Which made it appear, 
that, inftead of keeping all the Command- 
ments, this vain Self-jufticiary had not obeyed 
the very Jirjl. But, amidft all his towering 
Imaginations of Himfelf, had been, and at 
that very Inftant was, a fordid groveling Ido- 
later : who preferred his tranfitory Pofleffions 
on Earth, to an everlafting Inheritance in the 
Kingdom of Heaven. — Could any Expedient 
be more fuitable to the Cafe ? Or better cal- 
culated to reduce Him, intoxicated as He was 
with Pride, to a fober humble Mind ? To 
beat Him off from his falfe Foundation, the 
Righteoufnefs ivhicb is of the Law 5 jand lead 
Him to a Reliance on the promifed, the ex- 
pefted, the prefent MESSIAH? 

It puts me in mind of my Friend Sagacious 
Conduft. Which feems to have fome Con- 
formity with our LORD'S Procedure; and 
may, poffibly, tend to illuftrate its Propriety, 

Vifiting one of his unlearned Neighbours, 

He found Him in Company with a certain 
talkative Stranger; who was haranguing, at 
an extravagant Rate, on the Wonders of Aftro- 
nomy. — Sagacio foon perceived, that the chief 

Furni- 

* Matt. xix. 21. 
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Furniture of this extraordinary Adept, lay in 
a little Acquaintance with the technical Terms, 
•nd fomewhat more than a little Share of Af- 
furanoe. How fhould He bring the felf* 
phimed Sciolift to a little Modejty of Sentiment, 
and Decorum of Converfation ? He took Leave 
Id a&, ** What the Word J0ronmy might 
*' fignify ?" The Orator was ftruck dumb in 
a Moment. He had never informed Himfelf, 
it icems, that Aflxonomy related to the Order 
and Regulation of the Stars. This fingle Quefl 
tian taught our minute Philofopher, more ef- 
fedually than twenty Le6hires on the Subjeft. 
It taught Him his own Ignorance \ and that 
He had the very Rudiments of his io much 
admired Science ftill to learn* 

iTxr. What will You fay to tbofe famous 
Paffages in the Epiftle of St. James? By Works 
a Man isjuJHJied. Was not Abraham our Fa^ 
iberju^fied by Works * ? Can any Words be 
jHainer in their Meaning ? Or, can any Mean* 
ftng be more direftly oppofite to the whole 
Scope of your Argumentation ? 

jijp. This I would fay, TWw.— *-The PaC- 
fiiges You quote, when detached from the 
Context, m^yfeem inconfiftent with the De- 
xdarations of another Apoftle. As a Limb, 
firhcn wrenched from its natural Situation, ap- 

pears 
* Jam. ii. 2i, 24. 
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pears with an Air of Difproportion. Whereas, 
reduce the dillocated Part, and it will recover 
le Symmetry of its Shape; it will harmonize 

ly with the animal Syftcm. Replace 

nfe thefe Aflertions -, confidcr them' in 

r0wn with the whole Paragraph -, and they 

be found, if not Unifons, yet perfe6l Con- 

f s, with the Strain of St. Pauh Teaching, 

What is the Point, which St. James under- 

to illuftrate ? — ^To diftinguilh a genuine 

an infmcere Faith. If' a Man fa)\ He 

ih Faith ^ this is the Boafl of fome hypocri- 

Profeflbn So that the Apoftle is evidently 

wg with a Pretender to the precious Gift; 

ajw therefore replies, She^iv me thy Faith : Prove 

Rcahty of thy Claim : Prove it to' me and 

the Church, to thy Fellow-creatures and 

)^^ow^chri/lians. If unprodu6live of righte- 

ips Works, We mull pronounce it fpurious, 

^worthlefs, dead. 

Having detected the Coimterfeity He proceeds 
defcribe the Sterh'ng. The grand Charaftc- 
riftic of which is, A Frame of Mind and a 
J Courfe of Action, correfponding with the Doc- 
^ trine believed. By this Touchllone the Faith 
\o£ our renowned Progenitor was tried; and, 
being tried, wa^ *' found unto Praife, and Ho- 
nour, iip^ '"^^" fVas not Abraham oiir 

Father jf ^orks^? Juftified ! How? 

.As toyr with the SUPREME 

Vrf X JUDGE? 
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JUDGE? No: this was effefled, long be- 
fore the Patriarch offered up Ifaac. But when 
He exercifed that Heroic A61 of Self-Denial, 
Refignation, and Obedience; then his Juflifi- 
cation was evidenced, to all his Cotemporaries, 
and to all Generations. His Faith was made 
ferfeSi * s anfwered its proper End ; and ap- 
peared to be of the true> the triumphant, the 
Icriptural Kind ; fince it overcame the World, 
overcame Self, and regarded GOD as All in 
All. 

Upon the whole ; St. PWfpeaks concerning 
the Juftification- of our Perfons ; St. James 
concerning the Juftification of our Faith ^. 
——St. ^Paul defcribes the Manner of being 
juftified, beforq the all-feeing GOD; St. 
Jamei points out the Proof % of a julHficd 

State, 

♦ ETfXriwflu: In this Senfe, I fuppofe, Wc are to tin- 
deriland Sc John's Aphorifm. He that Jottb Rigbteeufnefi^ 
is righteous ; roanifeils the Truth of his Converfion, and 
juftifies his Profeffion from all Sufpicion of Infincerity. i John 
iii. 7* 

t That the Expreffion ufcd by St. l^^Sy fignifies this 
iiclarative Juftification, is plain from i Yf«i« iii. i6. Where 
the Apoftle, fpcaking of our LORD JESUS CHRIST^ 
fays; ciTixaioOn, Ht was juftified in ot hy the SPIRIT: de^ 
ilared to be the true SON of GOD ; manifefted on Earthy 
and recognized from Heaven, as the undoubted SAVIOUR 
•f the World. 

% A very little Reflexion, I fbould imafiine, muft con- 
vince every unprejudiced Reader ; That St. James cannot 
^offibly be ftating the Method of Juftification, before the in- 
iinitely righteous GOD. Becaufe, He never fo much a» 
mentions the Death of CHRIST^fVh m^dc his Soul an Of- 

fenng 
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State, as it is vifible to Men* The former 

proceeds from the immaculate Righteoufneis 
of CHRISTy placed to our Account ; the latter 
confifts in the Fruits of Righteoufnefs, adorn- 
ing our Life. — Rightly underftood, therefore, 
thefe Paffages are not in the leaft contradic- 
tory to the Epiflles of St, Paul, or to the Scope 
of my Argumentation. But are a feafonable 
Caveat and a proper Prefervative, againft mif- 
Ainderftanding tbofey or perverting tbis. 

Tber. I wilh, you would read that concife, 
but judicious Abridgment of true Religion, 
Comprifed in the fifteenth Pfalm. The facred 
Penman fets out with this Inquiry ^ LORD^ 
who Jhall dwell in thy Tabernacle^ or who Jhall 
reft upon thy holy Hillf To this moft interefting 
Query, the following Verfes are a full and fa- 
tisfadlory Anfwer.^ The whole of which turns 
upon the Difcharge of moral Duties ; walking 
uprightly^ and working Righteoufnefs. Without 
a Syllable, or a fingle Hint, concerning the 
very fuperior Excellence of Faith, or the ex- 
treme Neccffity of a vicarious Obedience. 

j^. I have often read, and I well remem- 
ber, that beautiful, that inflxudive Pfalm. And 

I 

fering fcr Sim — to whom give all tht Promts fFttnefs^ that 
wbofoeviT beliiVith in Himy Jhall nceive RimiJJion of Sins — 
and hejides whom^ there is no other Name given under Heaven^ 
wherAy We can he faved-^Could an Apoftle fo abfilutely for- 
jct his LORD i and in a Cafe, where every other infpired 
Writer acknowledges Him \ nay, acknowledges Him to be. 
All in Ai,l f 

X 2 
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I beg leave to obferve, once for all, with re- 
lation to fuch Paflages of the Old Teftament ; 
That they fiippofe the Perfons, whom they 
defcribe, to be convinced of their natural Cor^ 
rupticH \ to be humbled under a Senfe of their 
nSlual Guilt J and to live in a confcicntious 
Obfervance of the expiatory Sacrifices. All 
which had an invariable Reference to CHRIST^ 
and derived their whole Virtue from his Me- 
diation. 

Would any of the JewiJJ: Saints, think you, 
have dared to advance a Plea for eternal Blef^ 
fednefs, upon the Foot of their own Confor- 
mity to fuch ;;;^r^/Dire6lions? Neglefling, at 
the fame Time, the annual Ordinance of the 
Paflbver, the Sacrifices of the thufee great Fefti- 
vals, or a believing Improvement of the daily 

Oblation. By no means. They were, and 

they would acknowledge themfelves, deplo- 
rably defeftive. They would plead the Pro- 
mife of free Grace, and fly to the Blood, which 
GOD himfelf had appointed to make an Atone- 
fnentfor their Souls. — By fuch Sentiments and 
fuch a Conduft, they reduced to Pradice the 
very Eflence of our Do6lrine: difavowing 
their own Deeds, however virtuous or religi- 
ous 5 and trufting in the Strength of Ifrael^ the 
LORD our Righteoufnefs. Who alone fulfilled 
all the Precepts, contained in this excellent 
Formulary of Duty. Who was alfo the Sidf- 

fiance 
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Jiance of eveiy purifying and every propitiatory 
Rite. 

T'ber. Has not the facred Writer exprefly 
^aid, at the Clofe of the Pfalm ? Whofo doeth 
thefe Things, jkall never fall. 

Afp. He has : And this, I apprehend, is his 
Meaning. — *' Perfons of fuch a Temper, and 
" fuch a Pra6lice, bear the Marks of GOD's 
" Children, and are meet for his Glory. Ac- 
" cordingly, they (hail never fall, either into 
^^ total Apoftacy here, or final Condemnation 
" HEREAFTER. They are now Heirs, and in 
^' due Time (hall be PolTeflbrs, of his, eternal 
" Kingdom." . > 

But you will take Notice, ' that all 'thefe Du- 
ties and Qualifications, only cbaraSterizey not 

conjlitute, the Inheritor of Heaven. You 

will likewife advert to another very remarkable 
Circumftance in his Charafter ; Hefetteth not by 
Himfelfy but is loivly in bis own Eyes *. pr, as 

the 

* Pfabn XV. 4. D%V3i VViO HDi. I cannot fav, that I 
admire the Bible Tranflation of this Claufe : In wmfe Eyes 
the vile Per/on is contemptible, Methinks, it does not favour 
of the tender and benign Spirit of our Religion, which teaches 
Us to honour all Men ; to defpife no one's Perfon^ but only 
to deteft the JVickednefs of the Wicked. 

Should the Scnfc I have oppofed, havq its Weight ; the 
Senfe I have preferred, is incomparably weightier. If, to 
defpife the Vile, is a religious Ad ; to think meanly of Our- 
felves, is a much more advanced, and a far more difficult In- 
ftaiKe of true Religion. This is to copy the higheft Pattern 
of human Excellence ; who, notwithftanding his very fupc- 
rior Attainments, accounted Himfelf lefs than the Icaji of all 
Saints 'f nay, the very chief eft of Sinners. 

X3 
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the more cxprcffivc Original fpeaks. He is haje 
and 1'ile in his own Sight. So far from afpir- 
ing to Self-jujlijicationy that He c\'cn condemns 
and abhors Himfelf 3 and falls down, as a xno0 
unworthy Wretch, at the Foot of infinitely 
free Grace. 

^er. I cannot but think^t is the cur^ 
rent DoSrine of Scripture, and I am fure^ 
it is one of the frjl ^inciples which the 

,v Light of Nature \t2icW& ^That the moll 

high GOD muftnijRirarily love Righte- 
oufhels, ^ahd take^leafure in the Righte- 
ous. 

J[fp. If the Light of Nature was to publifh 
a Gofpel, I believe, it would be formed upon 
your Plan. It would beftow Favour only on 
the Innocent y the Virtuous j and the Hofy. — But 
the Gofpel of CHRIST runs in a very different 
Strain. This brings Pardon for the Condemn- 
ed, and Bielfings for the -^^p^urfed. This is 
Health to the Sick, and Recovery to the Ruin- 
ed. Tie LORD batb anointed nte^ faith its di- 
vine Author, to preach good I'idings to tbeMtekj 
who are humbled under a Senfe of their Sin- 
fulnefs. — He batb fent me to bind up tbe broken^ 
hearted^ who are wounded with a Conviftion 

of their undone State to proclaim Liberty to 

tbe Captivesy the wretched Captives of Satan i 
and tbe Opening of tbe Prifon to them that are 

bounds 



D I A L O G U E VI. 31X 

bounds bound in the Chains of Ignorance, Im- 
potence, andMifery*. 

As I am myfelf a moft unworthy Sinner, 
You muft not be difpleafed, if I efpoufe the 
Caule of thofe unhappy Creatures. Yet, though 
a Friend of Sinners, I ani no Enemy to the 
Righteous. I intirely agree with my Theron 
in allowing, that the moft High GOD neceffa- 
rily loves Righteoiifnefs. ' Only I want to be 
informed, JVhere this admirable and lovely 

Quality is to be fouad? ^Not among the 

Gentiles, They have f^^rved from the Dictates 
of natural Confcience.— ^Not among the Jews. 
They have broke the holy Commandment de- 
livered on Mount Simi. — Not among ChriJiU 
am. For, if G O D fhould enter into Judg* 
ment with Vs^ We could not anfwer^im one 

of a Thoufand. In the Kingdom of Mtbio^ 

pia^ or in the Country of the Moors^ where 
will You find the native Whites ? 

The SON of GOD found None among tlic 
Race of Aiam^ that were intitled to the Cha- 
ra6ler of Righteous. He who gave Himfelf a 
Ranfom for All, makes no Application to fuch 

ggfopsf. Why? Becaufehe fullenly dif^ 

W perfonal Goodnefs ? Or was unable to 

" ^j the Exc^ency of inherent Virtue ? 

l-but becacufe he knew> that, amiable as 

^^Jl - tfiefe 

\ ^^^Kt * I/aioblxLi. 
* -^^^KRr- I J, Tcami not totalltht JUgkeous^ hui Sin» 




na* 



X4 
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thefe Qualifications are, they have no Exift- 
encc in the human Heart s till the Sinner, re- 
conciled by his Death, be fandlified alfo by his 
SPIRIT. 

You remember, perhaps, that remarkable 
Anfwer, which the Spartans once returned to 
a threatening Embafly, from fome of the 
neighbouring States. Nothing could be more 
concife ; and, I think, nothing was ever more 
fpirited and fignificant. 

Tker. Thofe Neighbours gave them to un- 
derftand by their Ambaffadors; " That, if 
" they entered their Territories, they would 
" burn their Towns \ make the Inhabitants 
" Prifoners \ and fpread Defl:ru6lion, where- 

** ever they advanced." To which infolent 

Menace, the brave Laccdamonians made no 
other Reply, than — I F. 

Is this the Story, to which You refer ? 

Afp. The very fame. And when you are 

fpeakirig of human Righteoufiiefs, as the Caufe 
of our Acceptance with the eternal 'GOD, I 
wduld borrow the Language of a Spartan. IF, 
fhall be my Reply. — If^ feclufive of the Obe- 
dience, and independent on the SPlRIT'of 
CHRISr, You can furnifli Yourfelf with this 
Endowment : Oi*, //' You can carry your 
Righteoufnefs to that Perfedion, which may 
equal the Purity of the Law, and comport 
witli the Majefty of the Lawgiver : tben truft 

in 
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in it s let it be the Ground of your Confidence ; 

and feek no better Foundation. 

But whoever fhall, in this Manner, feek for 

his Recommendation to the Favour of GOD ; 

will a6l like the miftaken Countryman in Ho^ 

race : Who, being unable to ford the River, 

took up a Refolution to wait on the Banks, till 

the Stream was all run by : 

^ j4t ilk 

Labitur^ et labetur in omne volubilis Mvum *. 

T'ber. Here, I fanfy, We muft take Leave 
of your Countryman. If He adheres to his 
Refolution, We fhall find Him in the very fame 
Situation, when Breakfaft is over; and may 
refume our Subjeft, juft where it is difconti- 
nued. 

♦ Vain Man^ dejijl : Such flatf ring Hopes forego : 
Itjitxwiy andjkws^ and will for ever flow. 
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T H E R O N. 

I O me, who have fpcnt the grcateft 
Part of the Winter in TIhwi, thefe 
Scenes of the Country are ihexprcf^ 
fibly pleafmg. Take, who will, 
the gilded Saloon, and the filken 
Settee J fo long as I can Ihelter myfelf under 
the Canopy of fuch a fpreading Beech, and 
ufe one of its coarfe, mif-fhapen Roots for my 
Seat. 

'Tis tine. We fee no longer thofe Iplendid 
Brocades, and elegant Toupees, which diftin- 
guifh the Park and the Mall. — But we have, 
full in our View, a Multitude of honeft Ru- 
ftics; purfuing their chearful Labours in yon- 
der Meadow. Some, mowing the luxuriant 
Herbage. Some, raifmg it into regulai* Cocks. 
Others, loading their Waggons with the Hay, 
or clearing the Ground with their Rakes. The 

Ground^ 
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Ground, cleared of its foft Incumbrdnce, ap- 
pears frcfh and ^een, like another Spring. 
While the Exhalations of the tedded Grafs, 
floating in the Air, give a rural Perfume to 

the Gale. And which, my Afpqfio^ which 

are the moft valuable Objeds ? The little La-^ 
bwrers of the Hive, that enrich themfelves, 
and regale their Matters? Or tht gay Flutterers 
of the Garden, whofe whole Life is nothing 
but Sport ; and their higheft Charafter is, to 
be infignificantly pretty ? 

jijp. In this Retirement, We hear none of 
the wanton and corrupting Airs of the Operai 
no, nor the majeftic and ennobling Melody 

of the Oratorio *. But We have a Band ctf 

Mufic, ftationed in the Grove; and a Con- 
cert of native Harmony, warbling from the 
Boughs. We are entertained with the Mufic, 
which charmed the human Ear, long before 
'\Jubal found out his Inflruments \ and thou* 
fands of Years before Handel compofed his 
Notes. — ^The Bull-finch, and a Multitude of 
little tuneful Throats, flrike the Key. The 

Thrufh 

♦ Majeftic and ermoUtng. — This, I think, is the true 
Charader, and exprefles the real Ten^lency^ of the Oratori9. 
Neverthelcfs, it may not be improper to obfcrve i that if We 
carry a trifling or irreligious Spirit to the Entertainment ; if 
We attend to the mufical Airs, but difregard thofe faoed 
Truths, which enter into the Compofition ; fuch a Beha- 
viour will be little better than a Profanatim of holy Things. 
I fear, it will be a Species of taking G O D's adorable and 
glorious Name in vain. 

t Gen. iv. 2i. 
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Thrufh below, and the Sky-Lark refponfivc 
from above, dherjify and exalt the Strain. 
The Black-Bird, fomewhat like the folemn 
Organ, with Notes perfe6lly mellow, and 
gracefully fonorous, crowns the Choir. While 
the Turtle's melancholy Voice, and the mur- 
muring Water's plaintive Tone, deepen and 
complete the imiverfal Symphony. 

This is the Mufic, which conftituted the firft 
Song of Thankfgiving, and formed the firit 
vocal Praife, that the all-gracious CREATOR 
received, from his new-made World. This 
is neither the Parent of Effeminacy, nor a 
Pander for Vice ; but refines the Affcftions^ 
even while it amufes the Imagination. 

I'hcr. All the Entertainments of Nature, 
are calculated to fecure our Innocence, as well 
as to gratify our Fancy. And what is another 
very agreeable Circumftance, thefe Gratifica- 
tions which afford the fublimefl Pleafure, are 
exhibited gratis. While thofe, which enervate 
the Mind, and debauch the Affections, mufl 

ht dearly purchafed. Every one cannot gain 

Admittance into the Boxes or the Pit, when 
fome celebrated Tragedy is brought upon the 
Stage. But every one may behold the beau- 
teous Exhibitions of Springs and the noble 
Productions of Autumn. All may contem- 
plate the Machineiy of Nature, and the Won- 
ders of Creation. Thereby enjoying a far 

more 
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more exquifite Amufement, without any of 
the Guilt, or any of the Danger. 

The Inhabitants of yonder Villages, have 
never beheld the fplendid Proceflion, which 
fblemnizes the Coronation of a Monarch 5 nor 
the gaudy Illuminations^ which diftinguifti the 
Anniverfaiy of his Birth. But they fee, al- 
moft: every Morning, a much nobler Spec- 
tacle difplayed in the Eaft. They fee the great 
Ruler of the Day^ or rather the Envoy from 
Day's eternal SOVEREIGN, making his En- 
try amidft the Spaces of the Sky. — ^The Hea- 
vens are ftrewed with Colours, that outvie the 
Pinks and Carnations. The Grafs is <lecked 
with Dew-Drops, and every Plant is ftrung, 
as it were, with Pearls. All around the Dark- 
nefs flies, and fweet refrefhing Gales arife.^— 
> At length the magnificent Luminary appears. 
And what is all the oftentatious Pomp of 
Kings ? What is all the Glitter of the mo{^ 
brilliant Court ? Compared with his tranfcen- 
dent Luftre ? This Spedacle wc may be- 
hold, without Lofs of Time, or Prejudice to 
Health. Nay, We cannot behold it, without 
improving one, and redeeming the other. So 
beneficial are even the Pleafures, which Na- 
ture yields! So fei-viceable the very Diverfions, 
to which (he invites ! 

Afp. Thus gracious is the Almighty MA- 
KER| in the Conftitution of material Things. 

The 
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The Subftantial and the Valuable^ arc open to 
ever}'^ One ; are acceffible by all. Only the 
WinJet and the T'rappings^ are the Property of 
a Few ; the poor Prerogative of Wealth. 

No lefs gracious is GOD, in the Difpof^ 
of Jpiritual Favours, Thefe are infinitely more 
excellent; and yet are equally free. We arc 
invited to buy tbem^ without Money ^ and witb^ 
mt Price*. — What do you give for the Bene- 
fits of the rifing Sun, or the Delights of this 
rural Melody ? The Cafe is much the fame, 
with regard to the Righteoufnefs, by which 
We arc juflified^ and all the Bleflings of Sali- 
vation. 

7]&rK This brings to our Remembrance the 
Countryman, whom we left on the Banks of 
the River. And, for aught I can fee, I'beron , 
and the Ruftic arc pretty much upon a footing. 
The firft, as far from acceding to your No- 
tions ; as the laft, is from gaining his Point. 

ji^. Have you any Obje6lion, Tberon^ to 
thefe Gifts of Nature j becaufe, they are ncir- 
ther purchafed by your Money, nor produced 
% your own Toil ? 

Tier. But who can ever exped to obtain 
Pardon, and Acceptance, and eternal Salva- 
tion, at fo cheap a Rate ? It fcems to be all 
Dduiion, Afpafio. 

♦ J/ai. Iv. J. 
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AJp. So cheap I Then You would pay fome^ 
what, I prefumc, by way of PriGC,-— But give 
me Leave to afk 5 What Price did you pay 
to GOD your MAKER, for fafhioning You 
in your Mother's Womb ? What Price have 
you paid to GOD your PRESERVER, for 
upholding You ever fincc You was bom ? Or 
what Price do You think of paying to GOD 
the fupremc PROPRIETOR, for the Ground, 
on which You tread i for the Air, in which 
You breathe; for the Sun, by which You fee? 
Juft the fame Price muft You advance to 
GOD your SAVIOUR, for all his juftifying 
Merits. 

Both fbefe and tbofe proceed from the fame 
BENEFACTOR. They are aU abfblutely 
neceflary, either for the Welfare of the Body» 
or the Happineis of the Soul. And they are 
ail vouchiafed on the fame free Terms. For 
thus faith the Prophet ; I£s Going-fwtb^ m 
the Difpenfation of the Gofpel, is prepared as 
the Mortdng. CHRIST, with all his pre- 
cious Privileges, Jhallcome unto Us as the Rain ^ 
M the latter and former Rain unto the Earth *• 
—However, if You are acquainted with a 
difierent, or a better Way, be fo good as to 
communicate your Knowledge. 

Ther. Some, You may obfcrve, depend up* 
«n their inojffenfive ^Bt\\^ylQ^JiT. They live 

peace- 
# H^f. ti. 3. 
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peaceably. They do no Harm to their Neigh- 
bours. They are guilty of no grofs Offence 
againft GOD. And why. fhould they not 
hope to obtain his Favour ? They appre- 
hend, the Prophet Samuel eftabliflies . their 
Hope, when He makes this folemn Appeal ; 
Whofe Afs have I taken ? Wbofe Ox have I taken ? 
Or whom have I defrauded* ? — Nay, they ima- 
gine, that our LORD himfelf has authorized 
their Expedation, by giving this Charader of 
Nathaniel y An Ifraelite indeedy in whom is no 
Guile 'f. — A Freedom from outward Injuftice 
and inward Hypocrify, is all the ^Qualifica- 
tion, applauded in the one Cafe, avowed in 
the other. 

Afp. This negative Goodnefs (if it deferves 
to be called Goodnefs) was a Plea for the 
empty Pharifee. But None, I prcfume, would 
choofe to be allbciated with fuch a Compa- 
nion, either in Charafter Here, or in Condi- 
tion Hereafter. 

# Samuelj in the Place You mention, is vin- 
dicating Himfelf, only to his Fello%v-creatureSy 
and only in the Capacity of a Magijlrate. He 
fpeaks not of his Juftification before-the Judge 
of Quick and Dead. This, He well knew, 
muft be derived from another Source, and 
muft reft upon a firmer Bottom. 

rbe 

♦ I S(i77i,\\\. 3» f John i. 47** 
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^be Ifraellte without Guile^ was a Pcr- 
Ibn, who not only, abftained from every 
Sin, but performed every Duty ; and with- 
out any wilful NegleSi of the One, or any 
allowed Indulgence of the Other* This Inftance, 
therefore, will by no means prove the Suffi- 
ciency of^ your negative Righteoufnefs. Which 
feems to have juft the fame Degree of Excel- 
lency, as a Fountain that never iffues in Wa- 
ter, or as a Cloud that never defcends in 
Rain *. 

T^her. In this Particular, Afpafto^ your Sen- 
timents are mine. — But I would add Morality 
to Civility \ the virtuous to the inotfenfive Con- 
verfation. And if We not only ceafe to do 
Evil, but learn to do well : if we u(e Tempe- 
rance, exercife Charity, and keep all the Com- 
mandments to the heft of our Power^ is not 
this a fufficient Foundation for our Hope ? 

Afp. Yes, Theron j if, as you add Morality 
to your Civility, you add PerfeSlion to both. 
Otherwife you muft be ranked, not among ♦ 
the Claimant Sy but among the Delinquents. 
You have no Title to a Reward, but ftand in 
Need of Pardon. 

It is a Principle of Juftice, founded on the 
unalterable Conftitution of Things, That the 
Debtor be acquitted, when He has paid the 

Debt. 

* Vel Lyra qua reticet^ vel qui non tenditur Arcus. 

Claudian. 

Vol. I. y 
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Debt. But fuppofing Him, inftead of Gold 
to bring Iron ; inftead of Talents to return 
Pence j inftead of defraying, to increafe the 
Score daily ; can He then reafonably expcft, 
or legally claim a Difcharge ? 

With refpecl to fuch an Obedience^ We 
may pafs our Verdi6l in the figurative, but 
very expreffive Language of Ifaiah : T'he Bed is 
Jhorter^ than that a Man canJlretchHimfelfoniti 
4nnd the Ccroering narrower^ than that He can 
wrap Himfelf in it *. It can neither give Reft 
to the alarmed Confcience, nor afford Protec- 
tion to the guilty Soul. If We have nothing 
better to plead. We fhall not be able to lift up 
our Heads, in the laft decifive Judgment ; but 
7nuft enter into the Rock, and hide Our/elves in the 
Duft, for Fear of the LORD, and for the Glory 
of his Majejly ^f. 

T'her. We will go a Step farther, and take 
in the Exercife of Devotion. We will read 
GOD'S Word ; pray to his DIVINE MA- 
J E STY 5 and regularly attend on his public 
Worfhip. — Here now, are focial Accomplifh- 
ments and moral Virtues, completed by the 
Performance of religious Duties. 

Afp. Completed I 1 fear, that Expreffion 

will fcarccly abide the Teft of a fingle Query. 
Have You then performed all your Duties, 
with that ardent Love of GOD, and undi- 
vided 
* Ifai xxviii. 20. f Jfii^ "• lo. 
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vided View to his Glory ? With that adoring 
Gratitude to the hkGhd JESUS, and that child- 
like Dependence on his SPIRIT ? Which the 
Reafon of Things requires, and the Scriptures 

of Truth enjoin? If not; your Duties, be 

they moral, or religious, or both, are far from 
being complete. Nay ; they are utterly defec- 
tive ; and, for that Reafon, abfolutely infuffi- 
cient for your Juftification. They are clipped 
ov fopbijlicated Coin. And will that be current 
in the World of Glory ? 

Tber. Allowing them to be defedive, they 
are at Xtz&Jincere. And though not free from 
all Alloy, yet if they bear the Image and Su-- 
perfcription of Integrity, why (hould they be re- 
jedted, as " reprobate Silver * ?" Why (hould 
they not obtain the Currency, You mention? 

Afp. Alas ! — fays a judicious and admired 
Writer, — " The Imperfeftions of our beft Ser- 
" vices daily yir/^/V the Bleffings of Ttime. How 
" impoffible then is it, that the Sincerity of 
" them, amidft fo many Frailties and Defefts, 
'' (honXd purcbafe the Glories. of Eternity r 

Tber. Be your Writer ever fo judicious, I 
can confront Him with Others, equally ca- 
pable of judging, and diametrically oppofite in 

Opinion. What fays that wife and brave 

Man, the Succeflbr of Mofesy and Generaliffimo 
of the Armies of Ifraelf Jojlma, I am fure^ 

Y 2 declares 

♦ Jer. vh 30. 
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declares Himfelf on my Side. Fear the LORDy 
antffcrve Him in Sincerity *, is his laft folemn 

Charge to the People. Even the great Apo- 

ftle, on a Review of his Miniftry, makes it 
Matter of Self-gratulaticn, That He had brs 
Convcrfation in gcdly Sincerity -f-. 

Afp. You have quoted the Charge, delivered 
by the Servant^ be pleafed to recolleft the Pro- 
tcftation, made by the Majler : Not for thy 
Right eon fnefsy fays MofeSy or for the Vprightnefi 
of thy Hearty doji TTjougo to pojjefs their Land\. 
Even an earthly Canaan was not given to the 
IfraeliteSj as the Reward of their own, either 
outward Obedience, or inward Sincerity. Much 
Icfo can We expc6l the Kingdom of Immor-r 
tality, on Account of any Uprightnefs of our 
Intentions, or Piety of our A6lions. 

However, as the Do6lrine of Sincerity is 
the fa-vourite and the fajhionable Tenet, I will 
conform a little to the Tafte in Vogue. You 
fhall have no Reafon to complain, That I am 

either a Cynic or a Stoic \\. Let it fuffice Us 

to be fincere. Only let Us refer Ourfelves to 
the Apoftle, for a Defcription of this darling 
Qualification. That Te may be fincere^ being 
filled with the Fruits of Right eoiifnefs^ which are 
by JESUS CHRIST, unto the Praife and Glcry 

^ ^ Here 



* Jcjh. : 
II TheC 



, xxiv. 4. t 2 Cor. i. 12. % DeuU ix. v. 
: Cynic had no Complaifancc, the Stoic was quite in^ 
flexible. § PhiLl, 10, ii. 
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Here are three Properties of acceptable Sin- 
cerity. — It muft bear Fruits, the Fruits of Righ^ 
teoufneji; and bear them abundantly^ fo that We 

may be filled with them. The Branch and 

the Fruits muft derive, that its Vigour, thefe 
their Flavour, and both of them their very Be- 
ing, from the all-fupporting, all-fupplying 
Root CHRIST JESUS.— Thtn, inftead of ter- 
minating in Self-juftification, they muft re- 
dound to the Honour of GOD. It is not faid, 
Thefe ftiall Jujlify You, but thefe fliall glorify 
your FATHER which is in Heaven. 

T'his Kind of Sincerity, can never be too 
highly efteemed, nor too zealoufly encouraged. 
But this. You will obferve, flows from the 
Grace of CHRIST, and iflues in the Glory of 
GOD. Therefore does but very poorly atteft, 
either the Sufficiency of human Ability, to per- 
form good Works ; or the Sufficiency of hu- 
man fForkSy to win the Prize of our High 
Calling. 

Ther. Do You then exclude all Works? 
Will You make a mere Nothing, both of our 
moral Endowments, and of your evangelical 
Obedience ? 

j4fp. They are excluded from ^11 Share in 
juftifying Us. Yet not by me, but by an Au- 
thority, to which there can be no Objeftion, 
and from which there lies no Appeal. Speak- 

Y 3 ing 
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ing of Salvation, thus faith the Wifdom of 
GOD; Not of fVorks—^ 

Tber. Works of the ceremonial Law, I fup- 
pofe. Thefe, we all acknowledge, are, under 
the Chrijlian Difpenfation, as a Bond cancelled, 
or an A61 repealed. But Aire You will allow 
a better Office, and a nobler Charader, to 
that Courfe of Obedience, which is regulated 
by the Commands oiCHRIS'T. 

Afp. St. Paul will allow it no fuch Office, 
as that for which T'heron is pleading. Te are 
favedy fays the Apoftle. Ye are delivered from 
Wrath, reconciled to GOD, and made Heirs 

of his Kingdom. How ? By Grace^ through 

Faith *. GracCy like a magnificent Sovereign, 
from the Riches of his own Bounty, and with- 
out any Refpeft to human Worthinefs, con- 
fers the glorious Gift. Faithy like an indigent 
Petitioner, with an empty Hand, and without 
any Pretence to perfonal Defert, receives the 
heavenly Blcffing. 

Both Grace and Faith ftand in direft Oppo- 
fition to Works j all Works whatever. Whe- 
ther they be Works of the Law, or Works of 
the Gofpel ; Exercifes of the Heart, or Anions 
of the Life ; done while We remain unrege- 
nerate, or when We become regenerate ; they 
are, all and every of them, equally fct afide in 
this great Affair. * . ' 

That 
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That the Bill of Exclufion is thus extenjhey 
or rather quite unlimited^ appears from the 
Reafon affigned, Lefi any Man Jhould boajl ♦ : 
that all Pretence of Glorying may be cut off 
from fallen Creatures : that the whole Honout 
of obtaining Salvation, may be appropriated to 
HIM, who bid not his Face from Shame and 
Spitting. — And is He not worthy, unfpeakably 
and infinitely worthy, to receive this unrival- 
led Honour, as a Recompence for his unpa*-- 
ralleled Humiliation, 

T'her. All our good Works, We allow, arc 
recommended by CHRIST*. They prevail fcr our 
Juftification, only through his Merits. So that 
We ftill depend upon the REDEEMER. And, 
by this means, pay Him the higheft Honour. 

jfp. Depend upon the REDEEMER ! No, 
my dear Friend. You rely upon your own 
pious Adls, and moral Qualifications. They, 
they are your grand Recommendation. The 
Office configned over to the divine JESUS^ is 
nothing more than to be (as it were) Majer of 
the Ceremonies. He may have the Credit of in- 
troducing your fine Accomplifhments, with a 

kind of graceful Air. But is this an OflSce 

fuited to his incomparable Dignity ? Was it 
for this^ that He bowed the Heavens, and par- 
took of our Nature ? Was it for thisy that He 
became fubjeft to the Law, and obedient unto 

Y4 Death? 

♦ Epb. ii. 9. 
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Death ? Only for this, that He might uflier in 
our own Endowments, with a Plume and a 
Scarf ? Surely, ^beron^ You can never en- 
tertain fuch low Thoughts of the incarnate 
GOD, and of CHRISTs mediatorial Under- 
taking. 

T/jer. Neither can I entertain fuch low and 
'vilifying Thoughts, of our own virtuous At- 
tainments. They diftinguifli Perfons of Emi- 
nence and Worth, from the fordid Wretch and 
execrable Villain; juft as the noble Faculty of 
Reafon, diftinguifhes the Man from the Brute, 

jijp. To deny good Works the Merit of 
juftifying Us, is veiy different from vilifying 
them. — You are going to build a new Houfe, 
T^heron. Pray, do You intend to hew your 
Timber, from the fiimfy Tendrils of the Vine ? 

T^hcr. No, certainly *^ 

Afp. Eccaufe You don't think its feeble 
Shoots proper, to form the Beams, and fup- 
port the Roof, of your intended Edifice ; do 
You, therefore, affront them, depreciate them, 
or difallow their Ufefulnefs ? — By no means. 

• They may beautify your Walls, with their 

ornamental Spread; and enrich the Deflert, 
with their delicious Fruit. This is an Office, 
fuitable to the Nature of the Plant ; and.from 

this 

* Noy certainly, — Perhaps, it may be worth our while to 
bbfen'e ; That this is the Meaning of a very ohfoleie Expref- 
fion, which occurs in our Tranflaticn of (»x o» Ja) Luk^ xvii, 
Q. / troxif not. 
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this it receives fufficient Eftimation, without 
pretending to the Honours of the Oak. 

Virtuous Attainments, I own, are a confi- 
derable Diftinftion, in the prefent State of 
Things. And, what is a higher Encomium 
(I (hall now outihoot You, in your own Bow) 
they will diftinguifh the true Believer froni. 
the. Hypocritical Profeflbr, even at the great 
Tribunal. — But let them be content with their 
Province, and not intrude upon the S A V I- 
OUR's Prerogative. To effeSl Juftification, 
be his : to difcriminate the Juftified, theirs. — • 
Neither let them elate their Pofleflbrs, with a 
vain Conceit; of themfelves. Who, though 
they were meek as Mofes^ holy as Samuel^ and 
wife as Daniel^ muft confide in nothing, but 
the boundlefs Mercies of the LORD; muft 
plead nothing, but the infinite Merits of his 
CHRISr. 

This, I am fure, is the Theology, both of 
the Pfalmiji, and of St. Paul. Thpy derive the 
Blelfednefs promifed in Scripture, not from 
the ftiallow Stream of human Accomplifli* 
ments, but from the inexhauftible Ocean of 
divine Grace. BleJJed is He, whofe Unrighteouf- 
nejfes are forgiven^ and whofe Sins are covered*. 

Ther. Will Afpafio then, like many of our 
modern Difputants, mutilate the holy Word ? 
Induftrioufly diiplay, what feems to favour 

his 
♦ PfaL xxxii. i. Rom, iv, 7, 
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his Caufe ; but artfully fecrcte, what tends to 
overthrow his Scheme ? How could You for- 
get, or why fhould You fupprefs, the foUow- 
uig Claufe ? And in wbofe Spirit there is no Guile. 
——Was You afraid, it would demoli(h your 
Opinion; and point out an upright^ honeJL 
Mind, as the Caufe of this Bleflednefs ? 

AJp. Far was I, my dear T^beron^ from any 
fuch groundlefs Apprehenfions ; and equally 
far from all fuch delufory Defigns. Shall I 
talk deceitfully for GOD*? His facred Caufe 
does not need it, and his exalted Majefty 
would difdain it. No : I would condemn my 
Tongue to eternal Silence, rather than fpeak 
a Syllable, either to conceal, or dilguife the 
Truth. 

Moft readily We will admit the Sentence 
You mention : In whofe Spirit there is no Guile. 
It is evident from the Context, That thefe 
Words are not defcriptive of a Perfon, in 
whofe Heart and Converfation there is no Ini- 
quity; but whofe Mouth freely confejfes the/ 
Iniquity of them both. Confefles, without 
any Referve, or the leafl: Attempt to palliate, 
—-Which, inftead of invalidating, corrobo- 
rates my Argument. Since, according to your 
own Allegation, the higheft Merit confifts, in 
zfree Acknowledgment of Sin, or a total Renun^ 
elation of all Worthinefs, 

Tier. 
f Job xiii. 7. 
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T}>er. When We join Repentance to all cmr 
other Works; lament our Deficiencies, and 
implore Forgivenefs: furely, this muft be 
available vfith a merciful GOD, and cannot 
but intide Us to the Happinefs of Heaven. 

AJp. How ftrange does it found, at leaft in 
my Ears, for poor, miferable; guilty Crea- 
tures, to talk of intitling themfelves to the 
Happinefs of Heaven, by any Deeds of their 
own ! When it is owing wholly to G O D's 
rich forbearing Mercy ^^ that they are not tranf- 
mitted to Hell : owing wholly to GOD*s free 
preventing Grace ^ that they are enabled to think 
a good Thought. / 
But not to infift upon this Confideration. — 
I will fuppofe You, to have lamented your De- 
ficiencies, and implored Forgivenefs. Yet ftill 
I miift fay to my Friend, as our LORD re- 
plied to the young Gentleman in the Gofpel, 
One ^bing Tbou lackeft : a Righteoufnefs, that 
may magnify the Law, and make it ho- 
nourable. Should GOD, without infixing 

upon this, pardon and reward. He would not 
a6t according to his glorious Charafter ; nor 
be, at once, ajuj GOD, and' a SAVIOUR*. — 
And if You can find this Righteoufnefs, either 
in the Depths or in the Height above *, in any 
Perfcm or any Objeft, fave only in the im*- 
puted Obedience of our LORD JESUS 

CHRIST, 

• Ifai. xlv. 2U 
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CHRIST, I retraa. whatever; I have ad- 
vanced. 

Tber. A Preacher and an Author has lately 
affured Us, That We are to be '' accepted of 
*' GOD, and faved by our own Obedience." 
If fb, I need not fcruple to repeat my Affer- 
tion, that our own Duties, efpecially when 
accompanied with Repentance, are a real and 
proper Foundation for Life eternal. 

Afp. Then the Apoftle was' under a great 
Miftake, when, treating of CHRIST' and his 
Merits, He ventured to aflcrt ; Other Founda^ 
tion can no Man lay, fave that which is laid^ 
even JESUS CHRIST*. 

Ther. If You will not credit a modern Preacher, 
I can produce a Decilion, made by one of the 
moft antient and authoritative Synods, that ever 
was convened : Then hath GOD alfoto the Gen-- 
tiles granted Repentance unto Life^f. — Repentance 
unto Life, is their unanimous Voice, and my 
unexceptionable Voucher. 

Afp. I can eafily guefs the Aflembly, to 
which You refer. But I can hardly grant it 
the venerable Name of a Synod. It confifted 
of fome Judaizing Converts. Who adhered, 
with a tenacious and bigotted Zeal, to the 
Mofaic Rites. — However, though I might fcru- 
ple my Therons Appellation, I readily acquiefce 
in their Determination. 

It 
♦ I Cwr. ill. II, f Ms xu i8. 
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It is not faid, Thofe Gentiles were penitent, 
and therefor^e GOD granted them Life. This 
Ihould have been the Language of the Aflem- 
bly, in order to eftablifh my Friend's Way of 
Thinking. — On the contrary, they were deadin 
Sin. GOD, of his free Goodnefs, granted 
them Repentance. Which is both the Begin- 
ning and a fubftantial Part of true Life : even 
of that Life, which is founded on Juftification, 
is carried on by Sandlification, and completed 
in Glory. 

I would farther obferve ; That Repentance 
is a burning of the Heart. And, when it is 
Repentance unto Life, it is a Turning of the 
Heart from every other Objeft, to the great 
and fole Fountain of Good, CHRIST JESUS. 
— Were Men Slaves to Senfuality ? When they 
repent, they are turned to CHRIST, for re- 
fined and heavenly AfFedions. Were they 
wont to confide in themfelves, and their own 
Works ? As foon as they truly repent, they 
turn to CHRIST for a better Righteoufnefs ; 
and, thereby, for everlafting Acceptance with 

GOD. ^In fhort ; they turn from every falfe 

Stay, and fly only to CHRIST, depend only 
on CHRIST. Looking, not to their own 
Tears or Humiliation, not to their own Du- 
ties or Graces ; but looking for the Mercy of our 
LORD JESUS CHRIST unto eternal Life*. 

Ther. 
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^ber. Suppofe, it (hould be wrong, to ex* 
pe(5l fuch a vaft Reward, as the inconceivable 
Glories of Heaven, on Account of our own 
Duties : Yet, to fet them wholly afide i to al- 
low them no Influence at all ; not (b much as 
the leajl Co-operation, in turning the Scale j 
this is an Excefs on the other hand. If the 
former is Prefumption, the latter is Fanaticifm. 

jljp. I mufl confefs, I do not thoroughly 
underfland. What You mean by Fanaticifm. 
Neither is it of much Significancy, to enter 
upon the Difquifition of an obnoxious Term. 
I would only maintain. That, on Us unwor- 
thy Sinners, whatever is beftowed by the righ- 
teous GOD, is beftowed, not as a Debt* to 
our Works, but as the Donation of pure 
Grace. 

Tber. I think, it is fufficiently of Grace; if 
We acknowledge good Works, to be wrought 
by the Afliftance of the DIVINE SPIRIT; 
and then admitted, together with our SAVI- 
OUR'S Merits, as a Recommendation to the 
divine Favour. 

jdfp. The Pbarifee could make his Acknow- 
ledgments, for the Afliftance of Grace. GOD^ 
I thank I'bee^ was his Language. Yet, this 

did 

* Beflowed as a Debt^ is, I muft confefs, fomewhat like 
Jargon. But, perhaps, Jargon and Inconfiftincjy may not 
be without their Propriety in this Place. As th«y tend to 
(hew the Genius of that DoStnnty which would conneA 
fuch contradictory Ideas. 
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did not exempt Him from the Charge oiPride^ 
nor fecure Him from the Sin of Boa/ting.^^'—* 
Befides; if good Works are wrought by the 
Operation of the divine SPIRIT, they draw a 
Bill upon our Gratitude, not upon the Bank 
of Heaven. They render Us the obliged^ not 
the deferving Party. To think or teach other- 
wife, is errant Popery *, however it may lurk 
under a Veil of Protejiantifm. 

What You fay, brings to my Mind a memo- 
rable Story. Two Perfons were traveling 

through the Defarts oi Arabia. The one car- 
ried a Mulket j the Other was armed with a 
Sword. A Lion efpies them, and advances 
fiercely towards them. The foremoft dis- 
charges his Piece, and wounds the favage 
Creature. The Wound, neither killing, nor 
difabling, only enrages the Monfter. He 
feizes the unfortunate Markfman, and is up- 
on the Point to tear Him Limb from Limb. 
His Companion flies to his Succour ^ fnatches 
up the Carbine, that dropt from the other's 
Hand s and feUs the ravenous Beaft to, the 
, Ground. Then, drawing his Sword, ftabs 
him to the Heart, and refcues his Friend.— 

How, 

* Good JVorks^ favs i Champion for the Church ofRomi^ 
an Mercatura Regni cdeleftis, the Price Wepa^^ or the Com'' 
modity JVe barter^ for .the Kingdom of Heaven. — Another 
2^1ot of that Communion declares ; Cerium gratis non 
accipiam. It Jhall never be fatd^ that I receive Heaven merely 
as a Matter of Alms. -^^o fpeaks He I But, blcffcd be GOD, 
fPe have not fo learned CHRIST. 
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How, do You think, this Friend repays his 
Deliverer, when they both return to their na- 
tive Country ? — Truly, He demands Satisfac- 
tion for the Lofs of his Weapon, which hap- 
pened to be broke in the Encounter. He 
commences a Law-fuit againft that generous 
Aflbciate, who had put his Life in his Hand, 
and faved the Profecutor from the very Jaws 
of Deftru6lion. 

Do You commend the Equity of fuch a Pro- 
cedure ? It is only a Shadow, the moft faint 

Shadow of our exceffive Unreafonablenefs, if 
We prefume to write ourfelves Creditors, and 
the DIVINE BEING Debtor j becaufe. He 
has delivered us from the Bondage of Cor- 
ruption, and enabled \5^ to perform the Du- 
ties of Godlinefs. 

^hcron paufed ; as fomewhat ftruck by the 
Reprefentation. After a (hort Interval, Af- 
pafio refumed the Difcourfe. 

Believe me, my dear Friend, Salvation, 
both in the Root and all its Branches, is z/^- 
tirely of Grace. Or elfe believe . me, for the 
many cogent Teftimonies of Scripture ; which 
moft circumftantially afcertain this great Truth. 
Ele£lio7t is of Grace : Having predejlinated Us 
unto the Adoption of Children^ not on Account 
of human Worthinefs, but according to the 
gdbd Pleafure of his Will*. — ^Equally gratuitous 

is 
* Eph. i. 5. 
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is our efFeclual Vocation : GOI> hath called Us 
with an holy Calling y not according to our WorkSy 
but accor-ding to his Purpofe and Grace*. — Faith 
is owing to the fame Caufe : By Grace Te at^ 

faved thrqugh Faith -f-. ^From hence fprings 

y unification : Being juft{fied freely by his Grace X.. 
—This is the Origin of Regeneration : 0/ his 
own Will begat He Us by the Word of Truth \\.—t 
The Confummation of Blifs flows from the fame 
all-rfupplying Source : The Gift qfGQX) is 
eternal Life § : It is, in every Refpefl, a Gift ; 
not only without, but contrary to, all Defert 
of ours. — «^So that the Foundation is laid in 
the Riches of Grace : the Superflrufture is 
reared by the Hand of Grace : and when the 
Topfftone is bu-ought foith, when oyr Feli- 
city is completed in the Kingdom of Heaven, 
the everlafting Acclamation will be, Grace^ 
Grqce wtto ** // / 

This 

* 2 77w. i. 9. t Eph, iu 8. 

X Rom. iii. 24. AwfsavTD auT» p^aciTi. One of thefe Ex- 
preflions, might have ibrvcd, to convey the Apoftle's Mean- 
ing. ' But, He doubles his Affertion ; in order to giVe Us the 
fulleft Convidion of the Truth, and to imprefs Us with a 
Senfe of its peculiar Importance : Freely, by his 
Grace. — Is it poflibfc to find out a Form of Words, that 
ihould more /7/yi/tt/r/^ exclude all Confideration of our own 
Works and Obedience ? Or that Ihould more emphatically 
afcribe the Whole of our Juftification to free, uninfluenced, 
fovereign Goodnefs ? ^ 

II Jam. i. 18. ^ 

§ Rom, vL 23. Xx^ifTfAA. Which is a more >xpreflive 
Word than J'wpT)/*^, and conveys the Idea of free/i Favour. 
** Zeck. iv. 7. 

Vol. I. Z • 
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/ This is that glorious Gofpd, which human 
/Learning could never have difcovered j which 
carnal Reafon cannot underftand i which the 
Wifdom of this World accounteth Foolifli- 
nefs ; which the Envy of the Devil, and the 
Pride of Man, will always oppofe. 

^ber. What fay You to the Opinion, which 
Ouranius fo ftrenuoufly maintains ? That We 
are juftified, not by the Merits of CHRIST 
vnputed to Us, but by CHRISf himMfJirmed 
in our Hearts. And Ouranius is none of your 
proud or carnal People. His Writings are re- 
markable for their ftricl Piety, and 1ms Life is 
as exemplary as his. Principles. 

j4Jp. You know, T^heron^ I have nothing tQ 
do with the Perfons of Men, but with the 
Truths of the Gofpel. Ouranius^ though cmi^ 
nently devout, may be miftaken. And, if this 
is his Way of Thinking, He quite mifappre-^ 
hends the Doftrine of Grace, 

What is written in the Oracles of Scripture? 
The LORD jufiijieth the Ungodly *. What is 
included in the Tenet of Ouranius ? He jufti-^ 
fieth the Ho/yy the Heavenly ^ the CbrtyiJiie.—^ 
A Man is jujlified ivitbout Works -f*, fays the 
Secretary of Heaven. He is juftified by Woi-ks, 
fays the Pen of Ouranius : only let them be 
Works of a fuperior Order ; fuch as are in- 
ternal, fpiritual, and wrought by the Opera- 

tioiv^ 

* Rm. iv, 5, » f Rom. iii. 29. ■ 
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tion of CfiRIST'on the Soul. — According tx> 
Jt^s Notion, every One is juftified by his own 
Lqy^^ ibtis own JPurity, Jbis own ^eal. Where- 
lOs, m uncriiQg Writer has mqft folemnly de- 
^clared. That iy one Mans Obedience Many, 
mwy Myria(is of Sinners, even all the rc- 
,d€»m«d WorW, Jhall be made ri^tems *. 
, This Notion, I think, is Legalifm in its 
grenteft Subtilty, or ihigheft Refincraent. It 
^ifanauls die Merit of .CHRIST; it vacates 
all Imputation I and makes our Salvation to 
conJift ifMly in the. Work of Sanflification. 
Againjft which, if You remember, I entered my 
Proteft, in one of our iirft -f- Conferences. And 

iK)w let me add a Confeflion of m.y Faith 

*^ I .am ijuftified ; my Soul is accepted ; not be- 
" caufe CHRIST has put his Laws in my 
. ^* Mind, but ihed his Blood for my Sins : not 
" becaufe I n^e/f am enabled to walk in all 
" godly Couverfation, but becaufe the LORD 
" JESUS has fulfilled all Righteoufnefs as my 
** Sureiyr 

Ther. i am for neither of the Extremes. 
The middle Way is mofl eligible. This is 
what found Senfe approves, and the facred Sy- 
ftem authorizes. tVboJb believetb on me^ fays 
om laOKDj JhaUnot perifiy but Jhall have ever- 
lofting Life X^ Bleffed, adds the beloved Dif- 

ciple, 

♦ Rm. V. 19. f 5^^ Dialogue II. pag, 68. 

X John iii. 15. 

z a 
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ciple, are tkey^ ivho do his Commafidments ; tbaf^ 
they may have a Right to the I'ree of Life ; and 
may enter in^ through the GateSj into the City ♦. 

Conformably to thefe Texts of Scripture, I 
would oeither rejea our REDEEMER'S Me- 
rits, nor repudiate good Works. As this (hady 
Tree, and thefe cooling Breezes, unite their 
Properties, to render our Situation agreeable; 
fo thofe two Caufes, afting in Conjundlion, 
exalt Us to the Favour of G O D, and confti- 
tute Us Heirs of Heaven. — GOD himfelf has 
joined them. And I muft urge my Remon- 
ftrance in our LOR D's own Words, fFhat 
GOD hath joined togethery let not Man put afunder. 

Afp. Would You then make Impotence it- 
felf a Coadjutor with Omnipotence ? — ^Does this 
humble the Sinner ? Does this exalt the S A- 
VI OUR? No: it is a moft injurious In- 
fringement of his mediatorial Dignity. Inftead 
of excluding, it evidently introduces Boafting. 
In Confequence of fuch a Scheme, it would be 
faid by the Inhabitants of the heavenly World; 
" Thanks to our bleffed REDEEMER for this 
*' Happinefs ! Yet, not to Him only^ but to our 
*' own Righteoufnefs alfo." 

Can You imagine, that the Obedience of 
CHRIST, is infufficient to accomplifh our Juf- 
tification ? Muft its Efficacy be reinforced by 
the Acceffion of our Works ? — And what arc 

thefq 
* Rev^ xxii. 14. 
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Ihefe Works of ours ? That they ftiould inhance 
the Value, the immenfe Value, of our R E- 

DEEMER's! Maimed^ tarnijhed^ worm-^ 

taten Things. Eaten by the Worms of Self- 
feeking. Self-admiring, Self-love : Tarniftied 
by a thoufand Vanities : Maimed by ten thou- 
fand NegligencieSi — To join thefe in Gommif- 
fipn, with our divine MASTER'S Righteouf- 
nefs i would be infinitely more difgraceful^ than 
to tack the Beggar's Rag on the Monarch's 
Robe. Would be altogether as needlefsy as to 
dream of augmenting the Sea, by the Drops 
of our Bucket, 

T^her. Worm-enten ! What Reafon have You 
tp reprefent our A6ls of Obedience under this 
diigraceful Image ? 

:dfp. I thought, You Could hardly brook 
tKis difparaging Exprefllon. It is foijiewhat 
like petty Treafon againft the Dignity of Man, 
My Reafons I would poftpone to fome other 
Opportunity \ when, if You pleafe. We will 
give the Caufe a full Hearing* 

At prefent, to make amends for this vile 
Slander, I will fuppofe your Works to have 
no Defe6l; nay, to have all the Perfedion, 

which You yourfelf could wifh. Will You 

glory y on this Account ? — You are too modeft^ 
I am fure, to avow or patronize fuch a Prac- 
tice. Yet, if we fay or think, concerning any 
Attainments of our own; " This is the Ground, 

Z 3 " on 
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<' on which I expert to efca^ Condcmnati««i^ 
" and inherit Life ;" We do, in the raoft offen^ 
frucy though not in the moft explicit Marnier, 
glory. 

Or, will You reckon, that thefe ScrWctt, 
becaufe faultlefs, are meritorious > and autho* 
rize You to make a Demand upon the AL-. 
MIGHTY? LetushearourLORD^sDeci- 
fion in the Cafe. When ye have done not foilie 
only, but all tbofe 7'hings tvbicb are commanded^ 
Tau ; fayy We are no better than unprofitable 
Servants 'y We have done nothing more, than 
ivhat teas our indifpenfible Duty fo do ♦. And 
have,' on tliis Footing, juft the feme Claim to 
Honours and Rewards, as the Negro Slave, 
after the Difpatch of his daily Bufinefs, hat^ 
upon the Eftate or the Wealth of an Anerican 
Planter. 

T!her. But what fay You to thofe Paflages of 
Scripture, which I have quoted. You have 
given them a Hearing, but no Anfwer. They, 
I do infift upon it, exprefly a£erty therefore 
inconteftably prove^ an Union of CHRlSTs 
Merit, and our own Works, in the Bufmefs of 
Salvation. 

Afp. It is written in the Book of Revektitms^ 
BleJJed are they that do his Commandments. And 
wherefore ? Becaufe, the Obedience of Faith> 
is attended wifli a real Bleffcdnefs on Earth; 

and 
♦ LuhxyL 10. 
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&hd demonftrates our Title, to eternal Blefled- 
nefs in Heavenv It is, to fpcak according to 
St. Johns Idea, though not the Purchafe^ yet 
the Evidence of our Right to the Tree of Life* 
All this I acknowledge* But where, I be- 
feech YoUj does the Scripture join the Obedi-- 
cncc of CHRIST and the Obedience of Man, 
as mutually concurring to juftify the Sinner ? 
-' — The Scripture utterly Jijavows fuch a Co-^ 
partnerfhip j and aflerts what our Homily ex- 
preffes : " Surely, there can be no Work of any 
" mortal Man (be He never fo holy) that fhall 
" be coupled in Merit with CHRISTsmod 
** holy Aft *.'• — 'It fteadily declares, that, in 
this gi-cateft of Tranfaftions, CHRIST is not 
an Acceflary, but the Principal ; nay, that He 
is ALL* Be if known unto Tou^ Men and Bre* 
threny that through this illuftrious and exalted 
Perjhn -f*, is preached tmto You the Forgivenefs of 
Sins : and by Him all that believe are jujiijied front 
all Things. — Through this Perjon 5 without any 
Partner or Coadjutor* Which was typefied by 
the High-Prieft, when, on the folcmn Day of 
Expiation, He went into the Tabernacle alone, 
and made the typical Atonement without any 
Affociate :{:. — From all Things -y by H I M they 

are 

• Homily on Go^i- Friday. 
t ASh xiii. 38. Ai« TifTK, the Word Man is not in the 
Original. So that I think, this illuftrious and exalted Ptr- 
ffTtj is the fulleft and nwft exa£l Trai\flation. 
X Levit. xvi, 17. • 

Z4 ■ 
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are icbc/Iy^ as well asfolely juilified. Fi'eed froM 
every Charge, whether of Omiffion or Com- 
miflion ; and rendered, not in part only, but 
completdy acceptable. 

I hope, therefore, You will no longer con- 
fider the glorious IMMANUEL^ as a partial 

Caufe of our Juftification. What Would be 

the Confequence, if a Perfon fhould fix one 
Foot on the Bank of yonder River, and reft 
another on the fluid Stream ? 

T'her. He mull unavoidably fall. 

jifp. And what fays our divine Inftruftor, 
to thofe double-minded Galatians ; • who could 
not believe themfelves fafe and complete, jn 
the Merits of CHRIST zXon^i but muilpe 
fecking fome other Foundation, on which to 
repofe a Share at Icaft of their Confidence ? He 
faysj and they are awful Words; dtcy call 
for my I'herons moft ferious Regar^^ Te are 
fallen from Grace *. 

Let me intreat my Friend, to beware of this 
Error. I think, it is the prevailing Error of 
our Times ; and fo much the more dangerous^ 

bccaufe it is fomewhat fpecious. To pour 

Contempt upon the bleffed JESUS, with the 
Liberti?ics and Deijisy would be Ihocking to a 
Mind, that retains the Icaft Reverence for fa- 
cred Things, Intirely to fet afide tlie merito- 
rious Efficacy of his Undertaking, with the 

Arians 
♦ Gal. V. 4. 



DIALOGUE VII. 34^ 

Arians and SocinianSy would be affli6]tiv€ to a 
Confcience, that is imprefled with the leaft 
Senfe of Sin. Whereas, to ereft our Merits on 
the Foundation of CHRISTs ; to be found in 
bisf yet not renounce our own Righteoufnefs ; 
this is both plaufible to our Reafon, and pleaf- 
ing to our Vanity. This feems to honour the 
DIVINE SAVIOUR, even while it gratifies 
human Pride. — But this is an egregious Falf- 
hood, and cannot ftand. This is an abomi- 
nable Idol, and muft be laid in tlie Duft. 
CHRIST, like the real Mother of the Child, 
will have the whole, or none*; the w&ole 
— unjhared-^undiminijhed GI017 of our Salva- 
tion. 

Let me once again intreat my dear Theron^ 
to beware of this Error. It is the main Pillar in 
the Roman Herefy, and the Mafter-policy of the 
Popip Machiavilians. " CHRIST hath merit- 
" ed, that We may merit,*' is their grand 
Maxim, and their grand Delufion. Hence come 
their Penances and their Pilgrimages : hence 
the hypocritical Mortifications of Some, and 
the extravagant Aufterities of Others : this en- 
riches their Shiines, and fills their Cloyfters. 
And to thofe Seminaries of Superftition, let it 
be banifhed, let it be confined. — nere let them 
raife their Scaffolding, and try to inlarge the 
Dimenfions of the Sky. There let them kindle 

their 

♦ I Ki7igs iii, 26. 
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their Flambeaus, and attempt to increafe the 
Luftre of the Sun. And when they have ef- 
fefted this eafter Talk> then will We Proteftants 
follow their Example, and adopt their Syftem* 
Then will We alfo think of adding our own 
Righteoufncfs, by way of Supplement to our 
LORITs. 

l^er. If We are juftified wholly by our 
LORD'S Righteoufnefs : if nothing need be ad-* 
ded, if nothing can be added to its all compre- 
hending Fulnefs, what becomes of the gene- 
rally received Opinion, that CHRZSlT obtained 
for Us only a PoJJibility of being faved ; or put 
Us into a Capacity of acquiring Salvation ? 

Afp. It will be difcountenanced and over- 
thrown; as extremely difhonourable to the 
REDEEMER, and no lefs uncomfortable to 
the Redeemed* When CHRIST procured our 
Pardon, and recovered our Title to Life ; it 
Was all his own Doing. Of the People there 
*was none with Him *- In both Cafes his Work 

was perfeft. Hear his own Teftimony: / 

have Jinijhed the Wotk^ which ITjou gaveft me to 
do -f-. Should You want an Explication of thefe 
Words, I refer You to the Comment of an 
Apoftle. He, that is, JESUS CHRIST, has 
obtained eternal Redemption for Us ;}:. This was 
his Work, and it is fully executed* He has. 
He has, obtained eternal Redemption ; and 

left 

♦ I/au Ixiii. 6. f >/-« ^vii. 4. J Heb. ix. J2» 
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left nothing for his People, but to accept the 
glorious Purchafe, and live as becomes the 
Redeemed of the L O R D- 

This Truth is written, as with a Sun-beam, 
in every Page of the Gofpel; and founds, as 
with a Voice of Thunder, in the Songs of 
Heaven. Salvation to our GOD^ they cry, that 
Jktetb upon the "Throne^ and to the LAMB *. 
Thofe Saints in Glory, afcribe the Whole— 
the Whok of their Salvation they afcribe, to the 
Grace of G O D, and to the Blood of the 
LAMB. 

Thr. Have not many of our al^ft Drmies 
reprefented Faith, Obedience, and RepentancCt 
as the l*erms of Acceptance ? CHRIST^ accord* 
ing to this Account, procured not the Bleding 
itfclf, but only the Grant of ea/kr Conditionsy 
i>n which it may be enjoyed. 

AJp. What fays that iublime Bang, who 
gives the ableft Divines all their Wifilom ? Mf 
righteous Servant Jhall ju^ijjf Many -f*. Not pave 
the Way, or adjuft the Preliminaries, but dif- 
patch the very Bufinefsj — ^jhallju^fy. — The 
Terms of Acceptance, for fallen and rebellious 
Man, were, A full Satisfa6tion to the <£vine 
Juflice, and a complete Conformity to the di-> 
vine Law. Thefe, impradicaUe by Us, were 
configned over to CHRIST. By Him they 
were thoroughly accomplifhed \ and by this 

Ac 

• Ktv^ vii. 10. • t J/^^liii. II;. 
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Accomplifhment of them, He purchafed fbi* 
us all Blcffings. Among others^ He purchafed 
the Gift of Faith, the Grace of Repentance, 
and Ability to yield thankful, dutiful, evan- 
gelical Obedience. Thefe therefore 'are very 
improperly called the Terms^ wrhich Ire really 
conftituent Parts of our Salvation. 

To fum up all in a Word The whole 

Tenour of Revelation fhews, that there are 
but two Methods, whereby any of the Chil- 
dren of Adam can be juftified. Either by a 

perfect Obedience to the Law, in tberr own 
Perfons ; and then the Reward is of Pebt *. 
Or elfe, becaufe the Surety of a better Co- 
venant has fatisfied all Demands in their Stead } 

and then it is a Gift of Grace. There is no 

trimming or reconciling Expedient. You 

may choofe either of the two -, but no third is 
prppofed or allowed. 

7'her. Was there not a different Method, 
for the antient People of GOD ? 

AJp. None, ^heron. In the State of pri- 
mitive Innocency, 2ip€rfeSl and perfevering Ob- 
fervance of the divine Command, was the 
Condition of Life and Immortality. When, 
by the firft grand Apoftacy, this became im- 
poflible ; a free Pardon, and gracious Accept- 
ance, through the bleffed JESUSi were fub- 

ftituted 

* Rom.iv,^.. Pa^tonal Debt I founde(J on the Promife of 
the Covenant, not fpringing from any Worth in the Obc* 

dience. 
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ftitutedin its Stead. Which Oecoriomy, like 
a Fountain of Life, was opened > when GOD 
promifed the Seed of the Wotnany io brulfe the 
Serfknfs Head^. — It ran, like a falutary R?- 
vulf t, through the Antediluvian World---Con- 
tinued its Progrefs along the Patriarvtml Age 
— ^Flowed, in broader Streams, under the ik&- 

faic Difpenfation Is derived down to Us, 

abundantly inlarged by the Coming ofCHRISTj 
and the Miniftry of his Apojlles — Will be trans- 
mitted, with an increafing Spread, to the lateft 
Pofterity. Nor ever ceafe to amplify and ex- 
tend its Influence, till, as the Fountain is be- 
come a River, the River is augmented into an 
Ocean; and the Knowledge of the LORD oin: 
Righteoufnefs////^^ Earthy as the Waters cover 
the Abyfles of the Sea f . 

There was, I confefs, a Diverfity in the 
Adminiftration, but no Difference in the Na- 
ture, oftheBleffing. JESUS CHRISty how- 
ever varioufly manifefted, was the fame Te/ier^ 
4ayy is th« fame to Day^ will be the fame for 
everX. As it is the very fame Sun, which 
gleams at early Dawn ; y^Yiich fhines in the ad- 
vancing Day i and glows at Height of Noon. 

My Simile reminds Us of the Time, and 
leaves a mofl important Doftrine upon our 
Memories. Suppofe We take the Admonition, 
and begin to move homeward. 

T^her. 

♦ Gen. iii. 15. t Ifai.jCu 9. % Heb, xiii.8. 
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lT)er. We x>ced be in no Hurry, A^afig^ 
My Watch tclk mc, that We have haSf an 
Hour good. Befides, I have fomething far- 
ther to alledge, and from a very |;rcat Aittho- 
jity, whkh fccms dire£tiy contrary to your 
Notion* 

J^. Juft as You pleafe, J^eron. If You 
choofe to day, I am all Compliance with your 
Jnclination. And, would Truth - permit, I 
ihould be all Conformity to your Opinion. 

T'&r, You know. Who it is that alks; 
What doth the LORD require (if "thett And 
neither of Us need be informed, What it is> 
th^t the Prophet replies;^ Do Juftice^ kve 
Mercy ^ and walk humily with thy GOD *^ But 
I want to know, what Zou think of this Paf- 
fage ? 

^. I think, it is abfolutely inconfifteat 
with your Scheme, This Paffage inculcates 
JlumiUty. But your Scheme is the very Re- 
verie of that amiable Virtue. A Self^ufiiciary 
walking humbly with GOD, is little better 
than a Contradi<3:ion in Terms. 

The LORD, has faid^ " Ye fhall be favcd 
«' by Grace f ." Your Syftem replies j ^ No, 

« but 

♦ Mc. vi. «. 

t Eph, ii. 5. This Text lays the Ax to the viryRoat of 
fpiritual Pride, and all Self-glorying whatever. Therefore 
-die infpired Writer, forefeeing the Backwardncfe of Man-. 

tod 
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^* but by our own Works."— It is dedai»4 
in Scripture ; '' That the Gift of GOD is cter^ 
** nal Life/' It is implied in my Friend'^ 
Do£brine ^ That this Happiiie& is the W^ge$ 

of our own Deeds, " My SON fliall have 

** all the Glory of a Sinner's Salvation,** is the 
unalterable Decree of the MOST HIGH, 
«* fFe win have a Share in the Honour," ip 
the Language of your Opinion.— ^Lrook^^ 
how wide therefore the Eafl is froca the 
Weft ! So remote is iuch a Straia of T^aclmg^ 
irom the Practice of walking humbiy with our 
GOD. 

Ttber. But confider, good Afpafioi have I 
jxot the Prophet's Authoiity for my Opinion jP 
Are not his Words exprefly on my Side ? Does 
He not mention thofe Duties of Morality and 
Piety, as the appointed Method of obtaining the 
divine Favour ? 

AJ^. He mentions, I apprehend, a folicitous 
Incpjiry. To which He gives a fatisfadlocy 
uinjhver. Then fubjoins a pradical Improve^ 
ment of thfe Whole.^ — The Inquiry is ex- 
prefled in thefe Words ; Wherewithal Jhall J 
come before the LORD^ and bow m^elf before 
the High GODf Shall I come befori Him with 
Burnt^oferings^ with Calves of a Tear old? Will 

the 

kind to receive it, yet knowing the abfolutc Neceflity rfits 
Reception, again anerts {v$r, o.) the vtry fame Trutbj vi 
the very fame Words. 
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the LORD be pleafed with Thoufands of Rams ^ 
with /en Thoufands of Rivers of Oil? Shall I 
give my Firft-bern for my Tranfgrejjiony the Fruit 
efmy Body for the Sin of n^ Soul*? — ^To which 
it is replied j He hath Jhewedlhee^ O Many what 
is good for this important Purpofe ; namely the 
MESSIAH^ pointed out by all thy Sacri- 
fices, and defcribcd in the preceding Chapter. 
Atonement for Sin, and Peace with GOD, 
are to be made by a better Hand, and in a 
better Way, than tlwu propofeft. HE, wbofe 
Outgoings have been from of oldy from everlajl- 
ingfi HE, who is the Son of the HIGHEST, 
and yet the Seed of Her that travaikthX ; HE 
has undertaken, and will fully execute, thi« 
great Office. 

jind what doth the LORD thy GOD require of 
^hee ? What Temper, what Conduft, what Ex- 
preflions of Gratitude, from his People ? Who 
are reA>nciled through the BlOod of CHRIST^ 
and admitted to the Bleflings of the New Co- 
venant ||.-- — They are to teftify their Thank- 
fulncfs, by the Alacrity, Uniformity, and Con- 
/ ftancy 

• Afic. vi. 7, 8. t ^^^' V. 2. J Mc\ V. 3. 

II T7>>' G O D, is the Phrafe. Which denotes an Int^rfl ; 
implies an Appropriation ; and is the peculiar Language of 
the Covenant. —Thy GOD j not made fo by thy humble 
Walking, but by an Aft of his own Grace, previous to any 
Obedience of thine.— -According to Theron^ Principles, the 
Prophet fliould rather have faid, walk humbly (not wi(A /)5y 
GOD, but) that He niay be thy G O P. 
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ftancy of their Obedience s or by the confcien- 
tious Difcharge of every morale focial^ and re- 
ligtous Duty; 

If this be a true Interpretation of the Texf, 
inftead of eftabliftiing, it overturns your Caufe. 

But I have another Objeftion to your 

Method, perhaps, more weighty than the 
foregoing. 

I'ber. Pray, let me h^ar it. 1 am not fo 

enamoured with my Notions, but I can bear 
to have them cenfured ; nor fo attached 
to my Scheme, but I can relinquifh it for a 
better. 

jifp. I would illuftrate my Meaning, by a 
common Experiment in Optics. When Ob- 
jects are viewed in a concave Speculum^ or in 
the Hollow of a polifhed Spoon, how do they 
appear ! 

^ber. Inverted. 

Afp. Such is my Friend's Syftem of Reli- 
gion. He inverts the Order of the Gofpel. 
He turns the beautiful Building upfide down ; 
and lays that for the Foundation^ which fhould 

only be Part of the Superjlrudture. Not fo 

the Apoftk Paul. He, lijce a wife M^fter- 
Builder, places CHRIST a3 the Foundation- 
StQiie ; and rears his Edifice of praftic^l God- 
linefs, on that alli^Oapporting Bafis. Exa- 
mine his Epiftle to the Romans. Which is un- 
qqe(lioi>ab)iy the completieft Model of Doc- 

Vol. I. A a trine. 
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trine, and the noblefl: Bcxly of Divinity, ex- 
tant in the World. 

He lirft difcovers the Depravity of our Na- 
ture, and the Mifery of our Condition. 

He, then, difplays the Method of our Reca^ 
very by CHRIST', and the Bleffings freely 

vouchfafed in his Gofpel. After which. He 

delineates the Offices of Mcrality, and inforces 
them by the moft engaging Motives. Motives, 
drawn from the free unbounded Loving-kind- 
nefs of GOD our SAVIOUR, and from the 
rich invaluable Benefits of his Grace *. — Pri- 
vilege He plants as the Root. From which. 
Duty blooms, as the Flower , Godlinefs grows, 
as the Fruit. 

The fame Order is obferved by St. Peter, in 
his very concife, but very accurate Map, of 
the Way to Heaven. EleB, according to the 
Foreknowledge of GOD the FATHER, through 

Sanai- 

* This, I think, is the bcft Platform for an evangeiical 
Catechifm. The Ruin of Man, occafioned by Sin— His 
Recover^'y cffe&td by CHRIST—H'is Gratitudi, to be ex- 
prcffed by way of Obedience. — This Plan is carried into 
Execution by the Palatinate Divines. Who have fonned 
upon it, a Summary of catechetical Iftftrudion : than which I 
have met with nothing of the Kind, more clear and fatis- 
fafiory ; more edifying and animating \ more exa<91y con- 
fonant to the benign opirit of the Gofpel, of better calcu- 
lated to make Mankind both holy and happy. — This Piece 
the Reader may fee, together with a judicious, and very 
valuable Expofition of it, in the L(4in Works of Henricus 
jtltingius. I Vol. Quarto. Which, I believe, may be 
bought for a Trifle, yet are more pitcjous than Gold. 
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SatiBification of the SPIRIT*^ unto Obedience^ 

and Sprinkling of the Blood of CHRIST^. 

Firft, the everlafting and eleding Love of the 
FATHER. Then, the inlightening and re- 
newing Agency of the SPIRIT. Who tefti- 
fies of CHRIST^ and applies his Death to 

the Soul 5 purifying the Heart by Faith. 

From whence,, as from a Fountain of living 
Waters, flow true SanSiification^ and every 
Species of real Holinefs. All which, be- 
ing partly defeftive, and partly polluted, 
muft be iprinkled with the Blood of JE^ 
S USy and made acceptable by his dying Ob- 
lation. 

Tier. Is this the conftant Method, in which 
the facred Writers reprefent the Gofpel Salva- 
tion ? Do they always obferve this particular 
Order, in arranging its Do6lrines and its 
Duties ? Or, is it not an infignificant Cir- 
cumftance, which goes^ry?, provided We take 
in both ? 

Afp. To obferve this Order, I am perfuad- 
ed, is no infignificant Circumftance. It is of 
great Confequence^ both to our Eflablifhment 
and to our Growth in Grace. Is it a Matter 
of Indifference to the Archer, whether He fend 
the Point, or the Feather of his Arrow fore- 
mofl: ? Can He, in either Cafe, hit the Mark 
with equal Eafe, and equal Certainty ? 

A a' 2 I 

♦ I Pet. i. 2. 
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I believe, You will find, that the facred 
Writers, in all their evangelical Dikourksj in- 
variably adhere to this Order. Nay j it took 
place even under the legal Difpenfation.— • 
When the LORD GOD publifhed his Law 
from Mount Sinai -, when He wrote it, with 
his own Finger, on Tables of Stone i hov^r 
did He introduce the Precepts ? How inforce 
their Obfervance ? — ^Let Us attend to the Pre- 
amble ; which is the Language of Love, and 
the very Spirit of the Gofpel : I am the LORD 
thy GOD ; vjbo bf^ought Thee out of the Land of 
Egypt y oiU of the Houfe of Bondage^. " I have 
*' already delivered Thee> with a mighty 
** Hand, from the moft fordid and infupport- 
" able Slavery* I have promifed Thee, for 
" thy Pofleffion, the delightful Country of 
" Canaan-, a goodly Heritage of the Hcfls of Na^ 
" tions -f-. Nay, I myfelf am thy I\)rtion ; a 
** GOD in Covenant with Thec; engaged, 
" by an inviolable Contra6l, and with the Ex- 
*' ertion of all my Attributes, to do Thee 
" Good. Therefore^ keep the Statutes, the 
" Judgments, and Ordinances, which I am 
" now going to eftablifh." — Could there be a 
more winning Inducement^ or a more indear- 
ing Obligation, to Obedience ? 

I might point out the fame Strain, running 
through the Exhortations of Mofes^ and the 

Songs 
* Ex, XX, 2. t 7^- iii. 19.' 
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Songs of David 'y the Sermons of the Prophets, 
and the Writings of the Apoftles. But this I 
wave, not through an Apprehenfion of its 

Difficulty, only from a Fear of Prolixity. 

However, You will not think me tedious, if 
I produce one more Inftance, from the great 
Mafter of. our Schools. For We Ourfelyes were 
fome tintefoolijh^ difobedienty deceived^ fervhig di-- 
vers Lufts and Pkafures^ living in Malice and 
Envy^ hateful and hating one another *. Here, 
He fets before Us a difmal, but exaft Pidlure, 
of our depraved and undone Condition.-— 
Then He prefents Us with a delightful View 
of our Redemption, both in its gracious Caufe, 
and precious EfFe6ls. But^ after that the Kind^ 
nefs and Love of GOD cur SAVIOUR to^ 
^ardMan appeared \ not by Works of Right eouf- 
nefs^ which We have done^ but according to his 
Mercy y Hefaved Us, by the Wa/hing of Regene^ 
ration^ and Renewing of the HOLT GHOST ^ 
which He hathjhed on Us abundantly, through JE- 
SUS CHRIST our SAVIOUR j that being jujlifed 
by his Grace y Wejhould be made Heirs according to 
the Hope of eternal Life. — ^Having thus provided 
for our Happinefs ; He then promotes our Ho- 
Unefs. This is a faithful Saying, and thefe Things 
I will that Thou affirm conjlantly, that they who \ 

have believed in GOD, might be careful to main-^ 
tain good Works : thefe Things are good andpro^ 
fitable unto Men. 

Aa 3 I 

• TtU iii. 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8. 
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I make no Comment * upon the Paflage : 
becaufc I hope, You will commit it, as a noble 
Depofitum, to your Memory. Your own di- 
ligent Meditation, accompanied with humble 
Prayer, will furnifli out the beft Expofition. — • 
Only I would juft remark, that the Apoftle, 
always confident, always uniform, marfhals 
his Thoughts with his ufual Exadtnefs. Good 
Works are not dijbanded\ nor yet fufFered.to 
lead the Van ; but made to bring up the Rear^f^ 
— When he mentions thefe Fruits of the SPI- 
RIT, He mentions them, not (lightly, as Mat- 
ters 

♦ Perhaps, the Reader will give me Leave, though Jfpa- 
fio has declined the Office, to add a fhoit expofuory Stri£iurey 
upon the moft diftlnguilhed Parts of this very important Pa- 
ragraph. 1. Wchave the Caufe of our Redemption j not 

JVorks of Rigktcoufnefs^ which We have done^ but the Klndnefsy 
the Love, the Mercy of GOD our SAVIOUR.— II. The 
Effecls'y which are — i , Jujhfication \ being jujiijied^ having 
our Sins forgiven, and CHRIST*s Righteoulhefs imputed : 
and this, without any the leaft deferving Quality in Us ; 
folcly by his Grace^ and moft unmerited Goodnefs. — 2. Sanc^ 
tification-j cxprtf[ed hy The ff^ajbing of Regeneration, and re » 
newingofthe HOLT GHOST. Whofc Influences purify the 
Soul, as the Wafhing of Water cleanfes the Body ; and in- 
troduce an Improvement, into all the Faculties of the Mind, 
as eminent and glorious, as the Return of Spring dilFufes, 
over the whole Face of reviving Nature. — III. The End and 
Ccnfummation of all : that We fliould be made Heirs of the 
heavenly Kingdom ; and live, now in the aflured Hope, 
/ hereafer in the full Enjoyment, of eternal Life. 

t The lame Order is obferved by St. John, Rev. xiv. 1 3. 
Bleffcd are the Dead, which die in the LORD ; for they refl 
from their Labours, and their JVorks do follow them. Not ga 
before, to open the evcrlafting Doors, and give them Admit- 
tjince into the Manfions of Joy. But they follow them, whea 

2iA^ 
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ters of fmall Moment; but earneftly, as Af- 
fairs of great Importance. It is his Defire and 
his Charge, that all Believers fhould be care^ 
fill* I have their Hearts upon the Bufmefs; 
fhould ufe their beft Contrivance, and exert 
their utmoft Endeavours — not barely to prac- 
tice, but to maintain •[• ; to be exemplary, di- 
ftinguifhed, and pre-eminent in the Exercife 

of every Virtue. Becaufe, this Virtue, and 

thofe Worksi though not the Ground of a Re- 
conciliation with GOD, are amiable in the Eyes 
of all, and honourable % to the chriftian Profef- 
fion. They are alfo a neceflary Ingredient in 
perfonal Happinefs, and the apparent Mean? 
qifocial Ufefulnefs §, 

"Tber, 

admitted. As the Robe, which, on a King's Coronation* 
Day, flows from his Shoulders, cannot but accompany Him, 
wherefoever He goes. — It may be pertinent, on the Men- 
tion of this Illuftration, juft to hint; That, as it is not the 
Robe of State, which makes the King ; fo neither is it the 
PraHice of Holinefs, which makes the Chriftian. An Union 
with CHRISTy an Intereft in his Merits, and the in-dwell- 
ing Prefence of his S P I R I T ; the/e^ and nothing fliort of 
thcfe, conftitute the true Chriftian. Yet, as the royal Robe 
is an Attendant on Majefty, and diftinguiflies the Monarch ; 
fp, praflipal Godlinefs is infeparable from Faith, and adorns 
the Believer. 

* <[>oovTi^w<ri. This is fomewhat like that emphatical 
Expremon, which fo often occurs in the Old Teftament, 
/TllC^yS ^'^T^!^ Ye Jhall obferve to do: Ye (hall be very di- 
ligent to fulfil ; Ye (hall be very exa^ in performing. 

t nfbirao-S'ai. The Reader may fee this Word more tfr/» 
//V^//k explained, pag. 234. in the Note. 

A a 4 
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T'her. This View of the evangelical Plan is> 
I confefs, new to me ; and particularly your 
Grdonnance of the Epiftle to the Romans. 

Afp. If this be new^ perhaps, what I am go- 
ing to advance, may be grange. ^We have 

been talking about Acceptance with GOD; 
and debating, whether our own good Works, 
are the Caufe of this ineftimable Bleffilig. 
What will You fay, if We can perform no 
good Work, //// We are interefted in CHRISTy 
and accepted by G O D ? 

7bcr. Say ! That this is razing Founda- 
tions. 

j4Jp. It is razing the wrong, the Foundation 
falfely fo called. Which will certainly deceive 
as Many, as make it their Truft. — And is it 
not prudent^ when We are building for Eterni- 
ty, carefully to examine the Ground ? Is it not 
friendly^ to divert a Man from tiie treacfherous 
Sand, and lead Him to the unfliafcen Rock ? 
— ^For this Caufe I faid it once, and for this 
• Caufe I fay it again. That We can perform 
no good Work, //// We are interefted in 
CHRIST, and accepted of G O D. 

T&er. Produce your Reafons, Afpafio. And 
ftrong Reafons they muft be, which are forcible 
enough to fupport fuch an Opinion. 

Ajp. The Cafe feems to fpeak for itfelf. How 
can a Man that is evil, do Works that are 

good ? 
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good ? Would You expeft to gather Grapes of 
TbornSy vrPigs vf^Thi/iles ? — But let Us hear, what 
our unerring TEACHER fays: j4s the Branch 
cannot bear Fruit of itfeif except it abide in the 
Vine ; no more can 7>, except 1> abide in me *. 
Nothing can be more exprefs and full to our 
Purpofe. But that which follows, is far more 
awftil and alarming to our Confciences. If a 
Man abide not in Me^ He is caft forth as a Branchy 
and is withered-, and Men gather them, and cafl 
them into the Fire, and they are burned ^. — ^From 
which it appears, that the human Heart is ne- 
ver actuated by good "Tempers -, that the human 
Life can never be produdlive of good Works i 
until a Man is ingrafted into CHRIST. No 
more than a Branch can bear valuable Fruit, 
while it continues in a State of Separation 

from the Tree J. It appears alfo, that Per- 

fons alienated fromCHRIST, are, and all their 
Performances too, like broken, withered, rotten 
Boughs : fit for nothing, but to be committed 
to the Flames, and confumed from the Earth* 

Both 

X This difcovers an Error, which is oAefi oonunitted, in 
our Attempts to inftruS little Children. What is more com- 
mon, than to tell them ? *♦ If they will be good, GOD Al- 
*« mighty will love and blcfs them." — Whereas, they (hmkl 
rather be informed, <^ That they are Sinners : but, that GOD 
•* Almighty has given his SON to die for Sinners : and, if 
<< they pray to Him, He will forgive their Sins ; will make 
<« them holy ; make them happy ; and bl^ them with all 
« fpiritual Bleffings in CHRIST:* 
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Both they and their Services, far from being 
meritorious, are, in the Eftimate of Heaven> 
worthlefs and defpicably mean. 

Tf'ber. What ! Are all the noble Deeds, per- 
formed by the Advocates for Morality, and 
Lovers of Virtue, worthlefs in themfelves, and 
defpicable before the SUPREME BEING? 
Worthlefs and defpicable (grating Words !) only 
becaufe they are not attended with the Peculi- 
arities of your Faith ? Can the Want of this 
little CircUmftance, change their Nature, and 
turn their Gold into Drofs ? 

Afp. My dear Theron^ call not the Circum- 
ftance little. It is fufficient, were your Works 
more precious than Gold, to debafe them into 
Tin, into Lead, into Drofs. — When the poor 
Shepherd brought You, yefterday Morning, a 
Prefent of fome Wood-Strawberries; bring- 
ing them, as an humble Expreffion of his Gra-' 
titude^ they were kindly received. But, if He 
had offered them, as a ^rice for your Houfe, or 
as the Purchafe of your Eftate j hoW fhoulrf 
You have regarded them, in fuch a Connec- 
tion ? No Words can exprefs the Difdain, You 

would have conceived. When Barnabas 

prefented a Sum of Money to the Apoftles, for 
the Supply of their own Neceffities, and the 
Relief of indigent Believers * ; it was welcome 
to them, and pleafing to their GOD. But,, 

when 
♦ Mfs iv. 37. 
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when Simon the Sorcerer, offered his Gold to 
Peter and John , offering it, not from a Prin- 
ciple of Faith, but as an Equivalent for the 
HOLY SPIRIT J not in order to teftify his 
Thankfulnefs, but rather to play the Huckftcr 
with Heaven ; it was rejefted with the utmofl: 
Indignation*. 

I leave my Friend to apply the preceding In-* 
ftances. Only let me beg of Him to believe y 
that, if my Words are gratings they are ex^ 
torted by the Force of Truth. If I am obliged, 
in any meafure, to blame your Works j it is, 
as a great Critic blames Eloquence, " with the 

" Tendernefs of a Lover." But my Cenfure 

falls only on their faulty Origin, and unbe- 
coming Aim. Let them fpring from the Grace 
of CHRIST, as their Sources let them propole 
the Glory of CHRIST, as their End ; then, 
inftead of putting a Slight upon them, or giv- 
ing them a Bill of Divorce, I would court, 

carefs, and wed them. Whereas, if neither 

this End be kept in the View, nor that Prin- 
ciple operate in the Heart ; I muft perfift, in 
putting a Query upon their Character; nay, 
in denying the very PofTibility of their Exifl* 
ence. There may be a Mimickry of holy Ac- 
tions. But it is Mimickry only ; as empty, as 
the Combs -f- made by thofe Wafps j and no 
better, than a Flame that is painted. 

I 

- * J^i via, 20. t Factum fcf Vefpa Favos. 
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I have an Authority for this EXoftrine, which 
I think. You will not offer to controvert, 

TleK What Authority ? 

Afp. That of our Church- Who declares, 
in her Xlllth Article ; " Works done before 
« the Grace of CHRlSTi and Infpiration of 
" his SPIRIT, are not pleafing to GOD ; for- 
" afmuch as they fpring not out of Faith in 
« CH/USr.''— Faith in JESVS CHRISt, pu- 
rifles the Heart. Till this be done. We have 
neither Difpofition nor Capacity for holy Obe- 
dience. Nay, without Faith in CHRIST^ our 
Perfons ai;p abominable * ; our State is damn- 
able s and how can any of our Works be ac- 
ceptable ? 

Such a One, You fay, is honeft in his Deal- 
ings, temperate in his Enjoyments, charitable 
to riie Poor. I allow it all. But, unlefs thefe 
feeming Virtues are referred to tht Ghry of the 
Supreme JEHOVAH ; unlefs they flow from 
Faitb in the crucified JESUS-y they may be 
A6h of worldly Policy, of felfifli Prudence, or 
Pbartfaical Pride. They are by no means a 
pleafmg Oblation to the L O R D Almighty f • 

— ^Nay; 

* To the Defiled and Unbelieving is nothing clean. Tit. i. 15. 
The Apoftle joins Defiled and Unbelieving : Co ultimate^ that 
Without a true Belief nothing is clean. The Underftanding 
and the Confcience are polluted. Both the Man and his Do- 
ings are impure. 

t Might not this Obfervation be made, with great Pro- 
priety, in our infirmary and other charitable Sermons ? Should 



not 
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— Nay J inftead of being A6ls of Duty, and Ob- 
jefts of Approbation, they ftand condemned 
in the Scripture, and are Breaches of the Com- . 
mandment. They ftand condemned in that 
Scripture, which declares ; Without Faith it is 
impojfibk to pleafe GOD*. They are Breaches 
of that Commandment, which requires ; Whe^ 
' tber Te eaty or drinks or whatfoever Te doy do 
all to the Glory of GOD t* 

Upon the whole ; if We will fubmit to the 
Determination of our efl:ablifhed Church, or 
acquiefce in the Decifion of our Divine MA- 
STER ; We muft acknowledge, that there is 
no fuch Thing as a good Work, till We are 
reconciled to GOD, and our Perfons accepted 
in his Sight. — Therefore, to reprefent our own 
Works, &s the Means of Reconciliation and 

Ac- 

not the Audience be exhorted to abound in A£ls of Benevo* 
lence, from a grateful Regard to the infinitely merciful and 
condefcending JESUS ? 2 Cor, viii. 9. — Should they not, 
before all Things, be direded to make fun their Intereft in 
the REDEEMER'S Merits ? That their Perfons may find 
Favour, and their Alms Acceptance. Eph, i. 6. — JSiiould 
they not be admonifted, ^t without this believing Applica-^ 
iUn to CHRJSTy whatever they do, whatever they give, is 
wortfalefsinthe Eye of their NIAKER, and will be fruitiels 
to their own Sotils I Heb. xi. 6. — In this Refpeft our SAVI- 
OUR was eminently t)rpcfied by xYi^JevnJh Altar. On 
which tunj Sacrifice, l^ whomfoever brought, was to be 
offered. And feparate from which n9 Sacrifice, however 
ceftly, could be accepted. Ex9d. xx. 24. 

* Heb. xi. 6. J i Cor. x. 31. 
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Acceptance, is both chimerical and abfurd* 
Chimerical J becaufe it builds upon a Phantom^ 
and takes for a Reality, what has no Exiftence. 
Abfurdy becaufe it inverts the natural Order of 
Things, and would make the Effeft antece- 
dent to the Caufe. 

T^her. Before we quit this agreeable Retreat, 
let me afk my Afpajio j What He propofes, by 
running down all thofe Works, which are the 
Prodiicc of inward Religion, and eflential to 
true Holinefs. Whofe Excellency is difplayed 
in the cleareft^ and whofe Necefllty is urged in 
the Jlrongeji Terms, throughout the whole 
Bible. 

Afp. I am far from running down thofe 
Works, which are the Produce of inward Re- 
ligion; and therefore may be juftly ftiled. 
Works of Faith ^ and Labours of hove *. — But I 

would 

* Works of Faithy and Labours of Love, i Theff. i. 3. 
How finely are good Works charaftcrized, in this Place ! 
Though it be only en pajfanty tranfiently, or by the by. And. 
how judicioufly are the true diflinguifhed from the counter-- 
feit / Works, that are done in Faith ; Works, that proceed 
from Love ; thefe, and thefe only, the Apoflle fignifies, arc 
really good. As fome noble River, though preffing for- 
ward to the Ocean, nourifhes many a fair Plant ; and fuckles^ 
many a fweet Flower, by the Way j fo the facred Writers,^ 
though principally intent (as here) upon fome different Point ; 

fTt drop incidentally fuch valuable Truths, as chear the Be- 
lever's Heart, and make glad the City of our GOD. 
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\vDuld caution Us both to take Care, left they 
be deftitute of thofe Gircumftances, which 
alone can render them truly good. 

I would alfo perfuade my ^beroHy and I 

would habituate myfelf, not to repofe our Con^ 

jidence in any Works whatfoever. Left they 

prove a 'bruifed Reed, that breaks under our 

Weight ; or a pointed Spear, that pierces \i% 

to the Heart. We (hall never be like the 

Church, Who comes up out of the Wildernefs^ 
leaning upon her Beloved * \ (b long as We bol- 
fter up Ourfelves, with a Conceit of perfonal 
Righteoufneis, This was the Error, the fatal 
Error of the Pbarifees. This the Film, that 
blinded the Eyes of their Mind; and fealed 
them up, under the Darknefs of final Unbe- 
lief. 

Befides, my dear Hheron : If You expeft to 
be faved by your own Duties, You will be 
loth to fee the worft of your Condition. To 
fee the worft of your Condition, will be a Dag^ 
ger to your Hopes, and as Death to your Soul. 
You will therefore be inclined to daui? with un^ 
tempered Mortar •[•. Inftead of acknowledging 
the deep Depravity of your Nature, and the 
numberlefs Iniquities of your Life, You will 
invent a thoufand Excufes, to palliate your 
Guilt. And, by this means, ereCl a }Vall of 
Partition^ between your Soul and the Merits 

of 

* G?^. viii. 5. t ^2^. xiii. 10. 
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of your REDEEMER. Which wiU be a 
greater Inconvenience, a more deftruftive Evil, 
than to cut off all Supply of Provifion from an 
Army, or even to intercept the Sun-beams 
from vifiting the Earth. 

Tber. Now you talk of Armies, I muft ob- 
fcrve, that, tliough I have fcarce been able 
to keep my Ground, in this argumentative Ac- 
tion, I cannot allow You the Honour of a 
Viftory. As a Retreat is very different from a 
Rout. 

Afp. I would alfb remark, that my Friend 
has changed the intended Plan of our Opera- 
tions. Has almoft continually a£led upon the 
Offenfive. While my Part has been Only to 
fuftain the Shock. At our next Encounter, 
You may expe(5l to have the Order of Battle 
reverfed. I (hall diieft my Forces to begin the 
Charge. Put Yoyrjelf therefore in Readinefs 
for a brijk Attack. 

"Tber. You a6l the fair Enemy, Afpafioy I 
muft confefs ; in thus giving the Alarm, be- 
fore You make the Aflault. 

Afp. This Hoftility may appear fairer Jiill^ 
when I affure You, that my Weapons aim oot 
at the Deftruftion of your Comfort, or the 
Demolition of any valuable Intercft. Only 
they would be fnigbty^ through GOD, to pull 
down the Strong-holds of Unbdief ; and bring 
every felf-exalting, every rebellious Thought, 

cap^ 
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tnpthe unto CHRIST'^. Captive, in a pro- 
fcffed Submiffion to his Righteoufnefs, as well 
as a dutiful Subjeftion to his Commands. — And, 
v/hcn Jucb is the Tendency of the Campaign, 
it will be your greateft Advantage, to lofe the 
Vi6lory. It will be better than a Triumph, 
to acknowledge Yourfelf vanquifhed, 

♦ 2 Cor. X. 4, 5, 6. 
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T HE R O N. 

lUR laft Converfation ended wirfi 
a Challenge. To decline or delay 
the Acceptance of it, would look 
like Cowardice in me, and be a 
Piece^of Injuftice to You, Afpafio. There- 
fore, I am now ready to give You all the Sa- 
tisfaftion, which a Gentleman can demand. 
—Only as the Weather continues hazy, I be- 
lieve, my Study muft be the Place of Aftion* 

Afp. A Challenge! Tleron 

Ther. What, Sir! Do You boggle? Would 
You eat your Words, and play the Poltroon? 

AJp. Perhaps, I may have an Inclination to 
follow the Example of a Brother Hero ; who 
ran away from the Field of Battle, juft as his 
Comrades were advancing to charge the Ene- 
my. And when called to an Account for his 

Beha- 
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Behaviour, right worthily alledged 5 That his 
Retreat proceeded, not from any Timidity of 
Mind } no, but from a Concern for the pub- 
lic Good. " For," quoth He, " if I had been 
" knocked on the Head to-day, how ihould 
" I have been able to fight for my Country 
" to-morrow ?" 

You fmile, Thcrcn^ at my doughty War- 
rior, and his fage Maxim. But, fmce You 

have glanced at a certain modijh Cuftom, give 
me Leave xtvy ferioufly to allure You ; That, 
if the Affair was to be determined by Sword 
and Piftol, I ihould reckon fuch a Condu6l, 
a rcfolute Refufal at leaft, not at all unmanly, 

but the truly wife and gallant Behaviour. 

For furely, it can never be an Inftance of Wif- 
dom, to hazard my Life, at the mere Caprice 
of a turbulent Ruffian ; who is a Stranger to 
all the Principles of Humanity and Generofity, 
but a Slave, an abandoned Slave, to his own 
ungovernable Paffions. — Surely, it can never 
be an Aft of real Bravery, to expofe my Per* 
fon ; becaufe fome fool-hardy Praditioner in 
the Fencing-fchool, is defperate enough to rifk 

his. The Gentleman, the true Gentleman, 

(hould exert a becoming Dignity of Spirit ; 
and fcorn to fet his Welfare on a Level, with 
that of an inconfiderate and barbarous Bully*. 

"fher. 

* AfpaJU calls the Perfon who gives the Challenge, a 

BidJy. And fuch, notwithftanding; all the Maxims of fan^ 

B b 2 taftical 



572 D I A L O G tr E VIIl. 

J'her. But Honour, my AJpafio^ Honour is 
at ftake. Better to lofe our Life, than forfeit 
our Reputation. Better to be in a Grave, 
than to be the Jeft of every CofFee-Houfe ; 
and perhaps pointed at, as We pafs the Streets, 
for mean-fpirited, fneaking, or, as the Gentle- 
men of the Sword fo elegantly fpeak, wbite^ 
livered Animals. 

Afp. Lofe our Reputation, T'beron ! Amongft 
whom, I befeech You ? — A few rafh and pre- 
cipitate Creatures : The Pupils oi La Mancbas 
Knight : The Sons of Chimera * and Cixieltye 
Whofe Applaufe is Infamy 3 and their Detrac- 
tion the higheft Praife they can bcftow. 

From every judicious and worthy Perfon, your 
Conduft will be fure to gain Approbation, 
and your Charadter Efteem. When Cafar 
received a Challenge from Anthony^ to engage 
Him in fingle Combat, He very calmly an- 
fwered the Bearer of the MefTagej ^Anthony 

is 

ia^ical 2hdfalfe Honour J He will certainly be foand, when 
tried at the Bar of Reafon or Juftice. For, if the mod 
impetuous, irrational, and brutal Barbarity is allowed to 
conftitute a Bully, He has an indifputaWe Title to the C)nh> 
jra6ler ; who, on Account of a mere Ptin6lilio, or iboie 
flight Affront, would deftroy a Life, that might be df Ser- 
vice to Society — might be a Bleffing to various Relatives^^ 
and is inrimately connected with a blifsful or niiferable Im^ 
mortality. 

♦ This Kind of Gentry areftiled— in a BOO If, with 
which they have little or no Acquaintance ; but whofe Max- 
ims will be had in Reverence, when their Names are loft in 
Oblivion— p»{y ♦an Thi Sons rfSltifter^ or The Children jf 
A^'i*. Jcrcm. adviii. 45. 
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h weary of Life ^ tell Him, there are other Ways 
to Deaths befides the Point of my Sword. — .Who 
ever deemed this, an Inilance of Cowardice ! All 
Ages have admired it, as the A61 of a difcreet and 
gallant Man \ who was fenfible of his own Im- 
portance, and knew how to treat the petulant 
and revengeful Humour of a difcontented Ad- 
verfary with its deferved Contempt. 

Barely to lofe our Life, is the fmalleft of 
thofe Evils, which attend this mifchievous 

Pradlice. It is pregnant with a long, an al- 

moft endkfi Train of difaftrous Confequences 
to Parents, Wives, Children, Friends, AflcH 

ciates, and the Community. It is an infaU 

lible Expedient, to be deprived of the Favour 
of the infinite GOD, and to be excluded from 

the Joys of his eternal Kingdom* It is the 

Jure Way, to become an Objeft of Abhor- 
rence to the Angels of Light ; and be made 
the Laughing-ftock of Devils, in their Dun- 
geons of Darknefs *, Sbame^ everlafHng 

Shame, 

" ♦ <« Let me tell You with Confidence," (fays an excel- 
lent Perfon, addreffing Himfdf to one of thefe unhappy 
Defpirado*s) '* that all Duels, or fingle Combats, are niur- 
** derous ; blanch them over (how i ou lift) with Names 
♦* of Honour, and honeft Pretences, their Ufc is finful, 
«« and their Nature devilifh." See the feleft Works of Bi- 
fliop Hallj in one Volume Fol. p. 526. Where the Reader 
will find a happy Mixture of true Oratory^ and found Z>/w- 
mty > a rich Vein of Fancy^ and a fweet Spirit of Piety ; 
Contemplations upon the Hiftories of Scripture (which, I 
think, fure our Prelate's Mafter-Piece) alinoft as intcrtaining 
Bh3 and 
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Shame, pall be the Reward of fuch Gallantry, 
the Promotion of fuch Fools *. 

"fber. With regard to this Point, I am in- 
tirely of your Opinion, AJpaJio ; however I 
may differ in other Particulars. 

Afp. Say You fo, "tberon! Would Teuthtn 
tamely fubmit to Affronts, Infalts,' and In* 
juries? 

I'ber. As to th« trifling Affronts of a peevifh 
incontinent Tongue, I would treat tbem with 
a fuperior Scorn. And when thus treated, 
they are fure to recoil, with the keeneft Edge, 
and fevered Weight, upon the impotent Ma- 
lice that offei-s them. The Wretch fhould 
fee, that I could pity his Mifery, and fmilc at 

his Folly. But as to Injuries^ the Cafe is 

otherwife. Should any one offer Violence to 
my Perfon, 'tis at his Peril. FJe would find, 
and perhaps to his Smart, 

Et Nos T'ela Manu^ Fermmque baud debile 

Dextrd 
Spargimus^ et mjlro fequitur de Vulnere San^ 

guisf. 

Here, the fundamental and everlaftiBig I/aw 
of Self-prefervation calls upon Us to play the 

Man. 

and inftruSflve^ as the Subjcfts iiluftratcd are important and 
wonderful. — Notwithftanding a few ftiff or antique Hirafes, 
I cannot but efteem the Worics of this Author, among the 
Ihoft valuable Compofitions extant in our Language. 
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Man. And I ani fure, Chrijiianity does not 
require Us^ to yield our Throats to the Knife, 
or open our Breafts to the Dagger. 

But to retire to deliberate to fit down 

and indite ^formal Challenge^ feems to 

me altogether as favage and iniquitous, as to 

aflault on the Highway. He that demands 

my Money on the Road, or extorts it by an 
incendiary^Letter, or decoys me into the Snare 
by a forged and counterfeit Note j is ftigma- 
tized for a Villain j is abhorred by every Per- 
fon of Integrity; and, when detcfted, is re- 
warded with a Halter. Why fhould We 
reckon the headftrong Bravo Ufs injurious ? 
Who makes his Attempt upon my very Life j 
and thirfts, with infatiable Fury, for my 
Blood? 

Afp. He allows You a fair Chance ; it is faid. 

T:ber. A Chance ! Of what ?— Either of 
falling a Sacrifice to his Rage, or of imbruing 
my Hands in his Blood. Which is neiAet 
more nor lefs, than reducing me to a Necep- 
fityy of launching into Damnation myielf, or 
of tranfmitting a Fellow-creature to eternal 
Vengeance. — And is tbis an Extenuation? 
This a mitigating Circumftance ? It really 
proves the Praftice fo inexcufably wicked, 
that nothing can be pleaded in its Defence. 
The very Argument, ufed to juftify the honid 
Deed, inflames and aggravates its Malignity. 
Bb4 Ti? 
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Tis Pity, but the legijlative Authority would 
interpofe, for the Supprcffion of fuch a fla- 
grant Wrong to Society, and fuch a notorious 
Violation of our benign Religion. Why 
fhould not the Laws declare it Fehny^ to make 
the firft Overture for a Duel ? Since it is al- 
ways more heinous, and frequently more per- 
nicious. Is always Murder in the Intention^ 
and frequently iffues in donbk Deftrudtion; 
the One, inflided by the Stab of Violence s 
the Other, executed by the Sword of Juftice. 

Might it not, at leaft, be branded with 
fome Mark of public Infamy, or fubjedled to 
a fevere pecuniary MulSl ? So that a Gentle- 
man of Spirit and Temper might have it in 
his Ppwer, to return the Compliment of a 
challenging Letter with fome fuch Anfwers 

5 7 1?, 
^* However meanly You may think of your 
Life, I fet too high a Value upon mine, to 
expofe it as a Mark for undifciplined and 
outrageous Paffions. — Neither have I fb to- 
tally renounced all that Is humane, bene- 
" volent, or amiable, as to draw my Sword 
" for your Deftruftion, becaufe you have firft 
<* been overcome by precipitate and unreafon^ 
" able Refentment. — You have given me an 
«* Opportunity of afting the Gentleman and 
" the Chrijiian. And this Challenge I accept, 

" as 



ce 



tc 



DIALOGUE Vm. 377 

«« as a Note under your Hand for five hun- 
** dred Pounds * ; which will very foon be de* 
y^ xnanded, according to Law, by, 

SIR, 

j4/p. But to refutne Ae proper Subjefl—— 
the Nature of our Engagement. Which I 
now recoUeft, and which was explained, when 
I ventured to give, what You call 7'ie CbaJ^ 
lenge. — As it is not my T^heron, but the Ob-? 
ftacles of his Faith, and the Enemies of his 
Felicity, that I am to encounter, perhaps I 
fhall have Courage to ftand my Ground. And> 
inftead of violating all the Obligations of 
Equity, Honour, and Confcience, I fhall cer- 
tainly evidence my Love to my Friend ; may 
poffibly promote his trueft Good. 

T:b€r. 
* Might not the Refufer of a Challenge be dignified with 
Ibme honorary Di(lin£tion, refembling the Civic Crotvu 
amcngft the antient Romans ? Since, by his cool and tcmpe* 
rate Bravery, He faves one Life from the Sword, another 
from the Halter. — Was fome honorary DiftinAion, on the 
one hand, united to a pecuniary Forfeiture on the other, I 
carmot but think, they would prove an eflfefiual Method to 
check the Progrefs of this deftru£tive Evil. It would break 
the Teeth of Malice with her own Weapons, and turn the 
Artillery of Revenge upon Herfelf. Thofe deteftable Paf- 
iions would be loth to indulge themfelves in this horrid Man- 
lier, if it was made the fure Way to ennoble and enrich the 
Objeft of their Rage. — N. B, The Civic Croum was an Or^ 
nament affigned to thofe Soldiers, who had in Battle reicucd 
^ Fellow-citizen from impending Death, 
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Ther. I don't fee, how this cah be cfFe6fccf, 
by your late Attempt, You undertook to run 
down all Works of Righteoufhefs, as abfo- 
lutely unable to lijid Acceptance with GOD, 
and equally infufficient to recommend \J^ to 

his Favour. It is for the Credit of thefe, 

which Afpafio has depreciated, that I enter the 
Lifts. 

Afp. Pray, what is the Standard, to which 
thefe Works of Righteoufnefs muft be con- 
formed 5 and by which their Sufficiency may 
be determined ? 

^ber. The moral Law^ doubtlefs : I know 
no other Standard of Righteoufnefs, nor any 
other Way of becoming righteous. 

ui^. Agreed, I'beron. We will join Ifliie 
on this Footing', and try the Merits of our 
Caufe, before this T'ribunaL Yourfelf fhall be 
the Judge. I will only afk your Opinion, and 

refer myfelf to your Decifion. ^You fee, I 

am foon weary of the military Style. I had 
obtrtidcd myfelf on a Part, which I was not 
qualified to aft ; and now refume a more be- 
coming Charafler. 

^ber. If You place me on the Bench, I fhall 
allow of no fuch Digreffibns ; but fhall keep 
You clofe to the Subjetl. 

Afp. Has your Lordfhip then confidered the 
Nature of the divine Law, and tfie Extent of 
Its Obligations ? 
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l^er. It obliges ali Perfons, and comprizes 
the M>ole Duty of Man. It forbids all Im^ 
morality, and injoins every Virtue. — Are not 
thefe your Sentiments ? 

AJp. They are, when fomewhat inlarged. — 
The Empire of the Law, as prohibitory of Evit^ 
extends both to the outward and inward Manu 
It takes Cognizance of the Aftions. It judges 
every Word. All the Operations, and all the 
Difpolitions of the Soul, come under its fa- 

cred JurifdiiSlion. It is indeed a Difcerner, 

not only of the working Thoughts, bilt alfo 
of the dawning Intentions ; and arraigns them 
both at its awful Bar. // pierces even to the 
dividing a/under of the Soul and Spirit *. Not 
the inmoft Recedes of the Breaft, are too 
deep for its Penetration ; nor all the Artifices 
of the deceitful Heart, too fubtle for its Dft- 
teftion. — Other Laws forbid the unclearl AflS 
this condemns the wanton Eye, and irregular 
Defire. Other Laws punifh the injurious 
Deed j this paffes Sentence on the ungdarded 
Sallies of Paffion, and the moft fecret Emo- 
tions of Refentment. So eminently true is that 
Remark of the Pfalmiji^ "thy Commandments are 
exceeding broad -f- / — ^Tell me now, T*heron^ has 
your Obedience been commenfurate to this ex^ 
tcnfive Platform of Duty ? 

Tther. If the Law be {o very ^x/^t?^'— 
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jifp. Nay, my Friend, You cannot fulp^ct^ 
that I have flxctched, to an undue Extent, the 
Obligations of the divine Law. Since this 
Interpretation is eflabliflied by an Authority, 
too greiU to be controverted; too clear to be 
mifunderftood i even by the Authority of 
CHRIST Himfelf. Whofe Sermon upon 
Ihc Mount is a profefibd Expofition of the 
Commandments, and maintains, in the moft 
txplicit Manner, all that I have advanced. — 
So that, if our LORD'S Expofition is juft, I 
think, it will be neither raAi, nor uncharita* 
ble to fay. There is not a Man upon Earthy 
but has iroke them all. 

Tier. Are We all Idolaters then ? All Adul- 
terers ? All Murderers ? Shocking to imagine ! 

jijp. It is fhocking, I confefs.— But how 
much more fo, if fucb Delinquents expert 
Juftification by their own Deeds ? 

Ther. This is no Proof of your Affertion, 
my good Friend. 

j^. To be fond of Gold ; to be enamoured 
with the World ; to love any Creature more 
than the ever-blefled CREATOR; are In* 
fiances of Idolatry*, not quite fo grofs, but 
altogether as real, as to fet up Idols in our 
Temples, or pay A6ls of Adoration to fenfe- 
iefs Images, Have You alwjiys been free fronx 
this Ap^acy of the AffeEliom t 

Our 
^ C$h iii» 5* PHI iii. 19. 
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Our infallible TEACHER has informed 
Us, That unreafonable Anger, contemptuous 
Language, and'malevolent Wifhes*, are each 
a Species of Murder ; and not many Removes 
from the AfTaflin's deadly Stab. Have You 
been always meek, always benevolent, and 
never chaigeable with this mental Homicide ? 

We are farther aflbred. That the Indulgence 
of inordinate Defire is, in the impartial Efti- 
mate of Heaven, as the Commiflion of the 
impurjc Deed -f-. And evil Concupifcence of 
every Kind violates that facred Precept, 7'bou 
Jhalt not covet %. Has your Will been invaria- 
bly 

♦ Matt. V. 22. t Matt. V. 28- 

X Rom. vii. 7, Jfpafid*s Obfervation brings to my Re- 
membrance a remarkable Incident ; which, as it is quite per- 
tinent taour Purpofe, the Reader will allow me to relate. 
It pafied between a Friend of mine, and a certain ingenious 
Straneer, into whofe Company He happened to fall. — »The 
Gentleman was extolling, at an extravagant Rate, the Vir- 
tue of Honejiy : what a Dignity It imparted to our Nature ! 
How it recommended Us to the SUPREME BEING ! He 
confirmed all by a celebrated Line from Mr. Popey 

An boneji Man's the mhleji Work of GOD. 

Sir, replied my Friend, however excellent the Virtue of 
Honefty may be, I fear, there are very few Men in the 
World, that really poifefs it. — You furprife me ! faid the 
Stranger. — Ignorant as I am of your Character, Sir, I fanfy, 
it would be no difficult Matter, to prove even Tou a difhonefl 
Man.^— I defy You.— Will You give me Leave then, to afk 
You a Queflion or two > and promife not to be offended i 
— Aflc your QuefKons, and welcome.-^ Have you never met 
with an Opportunity of getting Gain by fome ujrfiair Means J 
—The Gentleman paufed.— I don't aflc. Whether You 
laade ufe #/; but whether You have met with, fucb Oppor- 
tunity I 
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hly upright, arid waq)ed with no irregular In^^ 
clination ? Are You wholly unpolluted with 
this Adultery of the Heart f 

\ wait not for a Reply. I have often heard 
You plead Guilty to all — ^yes, to all and every 
of thcfe Charges refpedlively. 

Tber. Where, and when, Afpajio f\ 
• Afp. In the moft faaed Place, and on the 
moft folemn Occafion. And not You only, 
but a whole Multitude of felf-condemned Cri- 
minals. Our Church, You know, has in- 
grafted the Decalogue into her public Service; 
and teught all her Members to anfwer, after 
the Repetition of each Commandment ; LORD, 
have Mercy upon Us, and incline our Hearts to 
keep this Law. Is not this an Acknowledg- 
ment of Difobedience in every Particular ? Is 

not fuch the Meaning of our Refponfe ? 

" We are verily guilty concerning thisThing* 

" And 

tunity? I, for my Part, have; and, I believe, every Body 
elfe has.— Very probably I may.— How did You feci Your 
Mind zSt^ktAy on fuch an Occafion ? Had You n^ fecret 
Deilre, not the UaJI Inclination, to feize the Advantage that 
offered ? Tell me, without any Evafion, and confiftendy with 
thcCbaratSer You admire ? — I muft acknowledge* I have not 
always been abiblutely free from^ every irregular Inclinati9m^ 
but*- Hold, Sir ; none of your Salvo's. You have confefled 
enough. If You had the Defire, though You never pro- 
ceeded to the Adion, this fhews You was difhoneft in Heart. 
This is what the Scripture caUs Concupifanci. It defiles the 
Soul. It is a Breach of that Law, which requireth Tnak 
in the inntr Parts. And, unlefs You are pardoned thnough 
the Blood of CHRIST^ will be a juft Ground of your Coa- 
demnadoh, whin GOD Jhall judge the Secrets of Men. 
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*• And we humbly implore, both' pardoning 
" Mercy for the paft, and ftrengthening Grace 
""for the future." 

Give me Leave to urge my Queftion a lit-r 
tie faither. — Is there a Jingle Day^ in which 
You have not tranfgrefled, fbme way or other, 
this facred Rule ? 

T:hei^. If the Law of GOD will difpe^fe 
with no Deviation, not even in the firft Starts 
of Thought, or the leaft Wanderings of De- 
fire* — But furely to affirm this, is to extend 
the Law beyond all reafonable Bounds. The 
Motions of evil Defire, if indulged^ are un- 
doubtedly criminal. But are they alfo, 'when 
rejiraiiied^ Breaches of Duty ? I (hould rather 
imagine, that fuch Temptations are thrown 
in our Way, for tlie Trial of our Obedience : 
which, had they no Power over our AfFedions, 
would not be Tryals 5 and, when they are rc- 
folutely withftood, cannot be Faults. 

jifp. What was the Judgment of our Re^ 
former i ? And what is the Voice of our Church f 
We may find both in the Ninth Article. " Al- 
" though there is no Condemnation for them 
" that believe and are baptifed, yet the Apoftlc 
" doth confefs, That Concupifcence and 
« Luft hath of itfelf the Nature of Sin." It 
is not faid, Concupifcence hath then only the 
Nature of Sui, when it is ripened into Aftion; 
but of itfelf and before it breaks out into the 
Copimiflion of Iniquity. 
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"Tber. This I can truly plead in my own Be- 
half ; That it has not been cuftomary with 
me to offend j at leaft, not prefumptuoujly^ or 
of deliberate Wickednefs. 

Aj^. My dear ^heron^ do not offer to paU 
Kate your Guilt. Such an Opiate may ftupify^ 
but will not cure : or rather, like Opiates ill 
prepared, it will intoxicate die Mind, and 
counteraft the Operation of every healing Me- 
dicine. — Befides, it is not only pernicious, but 
falfe and unreafonable. You know the Ufe 
of thaty&A/r Microfcope^ and are able to inform 
me of its Effefls. 

T'her. I ought to be pretty well acquainted 
with thefe Experiments j fince it has long been 
my favourite Diverfion, to employ a few /pare 
Hours in fuch agreeable Speculations. 

AJp. You have feen the Body of an Infe6^, 
accommodated to the furprifing Inftrument* 
When, in this Situation, the Animal was 
pricked by a very fine Needle ; your Eye, 
your naked Eye, juft perceived the PunSlure ^ 
and difcovered, perhaps, a Speck of Moifhire 
oozing from the Orifice. But, in what Man- 
ner were they reprefented by the magnifying 
Inftrumcnt? 

Tber. The Punfture was widened into a 
frightful Gajh. The Speck of Moifture fwelled 
into a copious Stream ; and flowed, like a 3V- 
renty from the gaping Wound. An Ox, under 

• the 
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the faaificing Knife, fcarce looks more bulky, 
or bleeds more largely* 

Afp. Don't You apprehend my Defign ?—— 
J[f Wey ftiort-fighted Mortals, and almoft bUnd- 
ed with Self-love; if IVe cannot but be fenfible 
of our Faults j how flagrant muft they appear, 
in what enormous Magnitudes, and with what 
aggravating Circumftances, to an Eye perfectly 
pure, and infinitely penetrating ? 

Inftead of attempting to extenuate our Of- 
fences, let Us make fomc fuch improving Re- 
flexions. — ^^ If this holy Law, which prohi- 
" bits the minutefl: Failure, form the Indite^ 
" fnent\ if this all-difcerning GOD, who fifts 
" our Conduft even to the fmalleft Defed:, be 
** the Judges if our perfonal Goodnefs, which 
** abounds with Imperfections, be our Pleai 
" what can We expefl*, at that decifive Hour, 
" when the L O R D ftiall lay Judgment to the 

»* Line J and Righteoufnefs to the Plummet * ? 

«« Surely, this Confideration (hould incline Us^ 
« to adopt the wife and ardent Wi(h of the 
" Apoftle ; That We may now, in this our Day, 
" v)in CHRIST; and^ at the lafl: tremendous 
" Audit, be found in Him; not having our own 
" Rigbteou/hefs, which is of the LaWy for the 
«' Foundation of our Hopes, but the Rigbteouf- 
'' nefs which is of GOD, by Faith inJES US 
^' CHRIST fr 

Con- 

♦ IJai. idfviii. 17. f PbiL Hi. 8, 9, il. 

Vol. I. C c 
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Confider the Law in its nobler Capacity, as 
ifijoining whatever is excellent. — Can You hope, 
TberoTiy to be juftified by it, if You fall fhort 
of its Demands, not barely in a few Inflances, 
but in every Aftion of your Life, and every 
Temper of your Heart ? 

Her. Such a Hope, cherifhed amidft fuch Cir- 
cumftances, would be fallacious and abfurd. — 
But I truft, I am not fo very faulty, or rather fo 
iritirely abandoned, as your Interrogatory fup- 
pdfes. 

AJp. Have You duly weighed the PerfeSiian 

and Spirituality of the divine Law? It is 

a Tranfcript of the unfpottcd Purity, and 
abfolute Reftitude of the divine Nature. It 
requires an unreferved Obedience to all GOD*s 
Commands, and a moft unfeigned SubmifHon 
to all his Difpenfations; without regretting 
the former, as a grievous Yoke^ or repining 
at the latter, as rigorous Treatment. — ^It calk, 
not only for external Duty, but alfo for the 
moft upright Imaginations, and devout Affec- 
tions. Nay, it infifts upon the Exercife of 

every Virtue, and that in the bigbeji Degree. 
Love, without the leaft Lukewai'mnefs ; and 
Faith, without any Diffidence : a Sandity of 
Defire, that knows no Stain -, and an Humility^ 

of Mind, that is free from all Elatement. 

In a Word j it requires Us to be perfeft, even 
as our FjfTHER 'wbicb is in Heaven is ferfeSl *• 

* Matt. V. 48. Do 
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Do any of your A6lions come up to this ex- 
alted Standard ? Are any of your Graces thus 
refined ? 

T^her. Am I then abfohately an Infohent be- 
fore the great LORD of the Univerfe ? Have I 
no Lamb in my Fold without a Blemifti ? No-, 
thing in ray Life, nothing in my Heart, but 
what is defedive and defiled ? 

AJp. Indeed, my Friend, this is not your 
Condition alone, but the Condition of the 
moll irreproachable Perfon on Earth. There is 
None peifeft, in any Chara6ler, or in any 
Work, no not One. None that obeys the di-. 
vine Law, imiformly, invariably, and com- 
pletely, 

Caft your Eye upon the Names, which are 
(ubjoined to thofe beautiful Prints. How ele- 
gant is the Engraving ! How accurate are the 
Letters! The Strokes moft delicately fine! 

their Shape moft exaftly true ! Let me afk 

You to tranfcribe them with Your Pen , and 
make the Copy equal to the Original. Pre- 
ferve all the noble Boldnefs of the Roman 
Stamp, and all the graceful Softnefs of the 
Italian Touch. ^What ? Could You not ex- 
ecute this Tafk, even in your prefent unim- 
paired Health, and with the Exertion of all 
your Skill ? How fhamefuUy then muft You 
fall (hort, if youi* Eyes were dim with Age ; 
if your Hands fhook with a paralitic Diforder ; 
C c e and 
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and your Underftanding was opprefled with ^ 

lethargic Dulnefs ? Such is really the Cale 

with regard to all the Children of Men. Our 
Nature is depraved 3. our moral Abilities are 
enervated; and our intelle^hial Faculties 
clouded*. And can We^ in fueh a State of j5w- 
potencey tranfcribe that facred Syftem^^ which 
is the very Image of GOD— tranfcribe it into 
our Tempers, and render it legible in our Lives> 
without diminiftiing one Jot or Tittle of its 
perfeft Parity ? 

Ther. Though I faU ftiort, there are Chrifti- 
ans of a much higher Ci^s. Chriftians, I 
don't doubt, who have thefe Laws written on 
their Hearts ; all whofe Tempers are caft into 
this heavenly Mould. Nor am I ihyfelf with- 
out Hopes of making more conpder^k Ad^ 
▼ances in Holinefs. 

Afp. May your Hopes be quickened intor 
vigorous Endeavours ! And your Eildeavours 
be crowned with abundant Succels !-*-— What 
You fuppofe, concerning very eminent Chri- 
ftians, I cannot wholly admit, neither do I 
wholly deny. They may have all their ^em- 
ipers caft into the heavenly Mould : but then> 
they are conformed to the facred Pattern, only 
in Fart. There is a Reiemblance; yet not 
fuch as that clear and fteady Mirror (point- 
ing to a fine Glafs over the Chimney-piece) ex- 
hibits ; but fuch as fome turbulent and muddy 

Stream 
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Stream reflefts. — If the Breafts of thefc emi- 
nent Chriftians were formed on the Model of 
Drufuss * Houfe ; I verily think. You would 
have a lower Opinion of their Acquifitions m 
Virtue. 

Davidj whom GOD himfelf dignifies with 
the moft exalted of all Charafters, and ftylc* 
a Man after bis own Heart f- -, who, to a moft 
inflamed Love, added a moft accurate Know- 
ledge, of the divine Teftimonies ; was deeply 
fenfible of the Truth, I would inculcate. After 
an attentive Contemplation of the Sublimity, 
the Extent, the Sanftity of thofe heavenly In- 
ftitutes. He breaks out into this humbling Ex- 
clamation 5 " JVho can tell^ how oft He offend^ 
" ethX? Was the moft vigilant Condufl, or 
** the moft purified Soul, examined by this 
" confummate iJlule i innumerable would be 
" found the Slips of the former, and glaring 
" would the Failures of the latter appear." 

Tber. I cannot fee the Reafon, for degrade 
ing human Nature, to fuch an extravagant 

Der 

* When Drufus^ a noble Romany was deliberating upoft 
a Model for his new Houfe ; the Archited ofFered to build it 
in fuch a Tafte, that no Eye (hould overlook any of hi» 
Rooms. — ^ You quite miftake my Inclination, faid Drufus. 
*' I am for the very Reverfe of your Plan. I would ha%v 
" my Houfe fo contrived, that every Paffenger may fee, what* 
** ever is tranfa^Elcd within." 

t For the Propriety of this Chara6ier, and its Correfpon% 
dcncc with the Perfon, I would refer the Reader to a NoU^ 
in Dialogue!, p. 31. 

X Pjal.Xkx. 12. 

C c 3 
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Degree ; and ranking human Works amongft 
the Refufe of Things. 

Afp. Do You a(k the Reafon of tliis Remon- 
ftrance ?- — It is to preferve Us from the miA 
chievous Error of the Pharijle. Who, mea- 
furing Himfelf, not by the true^ fublimey and 
extenfive Senfe of the Law, but by a falfe, de- 
bafed, and mutilated Interpretation, became 
haughty in his own Conceit, and abominable 
in the Sight of GOD. — Hear Him trumpeting 
his own Praife ; I am no Extortioner ^ no Adul^ 
ierer *. This, the poor vain Creature fanfied, 
was a fufficient Obedience, paid to the fecond 
Tabl#. See Him ftili ftrutting in his own ima- 
^naiy Plumes -f \ Ifajl twice in the Week\ I give 

lytbes 

* Luke xviii. ir. 

t This feems to give the genuine Signification of to uvJ/^j- 
Xoy VI avSpwwoKj Luke xvi. 15. NA that which is highly 
efleemedj fVT»,aov, svioj^ov. The Propofition, taken in this 
Senfe, is neither neceflarily nor univerfa,lly true. The Meek- 
nefs of MofeSj the Fortitude of Jojhuay the Wjfdom of Seh- 
tnon^ were highly efteemcd among thofe very Men, to whom 
our LORD addrqfled his Difcoiirfe. Yet none can fuppofe, 
that the Endowments of thofe illuftriousPerfonages, were an 
Abomination in the Sight ofGOD. 

Whereas, whatever is high and lifted up^ haughty and con- 
ceited j every Sentiment of Self-admiration, and aJI the 
Fruits which fpring from that bitter Root ; thefe are certainly 
and invariably Objeds of the divine Abhorrence, — This In- 
terpretation, I think, is moft fuitable, not only to FacJ in 
general, but to the hnport of this Word in particular : See 
Kom, xi. 20. Where it occurs in a fimilar Acceptation, |u>i 
v4'*jAo(ppov£». Be not high-minded, — It feems alfo beft to qua- 
drate with the Tencur of our SAVIOUR'S Reproof; Te are 
they that jujlifv Tourfcives before Men^ but all fuch arrogapt 
Attempts, and every fuch elated Air, the moft holy G O jD 
beholds with Dcteltation, 
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"Tythes of all that Ipojfefs"^. This, He foolifhly 
dreamt, was a due Compliance with the De- 
mands of thtfrjl Table. The young Ruler, 

feems to have been under the fame Delufion, 
when He had the Affurance to declare j All 
thefe Things^ which are prefcribed by the divine 
Law, have I kept from my Toutb up -f*. 

A more peftilent Opinion, it is fcarce pof- 
fible for the Mind of Man to entertain. And 
nothing can appear more egregioufly miftaken^ 
if We confider the vaji comprebenfive Scope of 
the facred Precepts ) and are convinced, that 
they require a moji exaSi Conformity, in every 
Particular, and every Punftilio. 

T^ber. Is there nothing valuable then, in Re-.- 
gularity of Conduct, and Integrity of Heart ? 
Is there no Excellency, in our A6ls of Charity, 
and Habits of Virtue ? 

Afp. From our Fellow-creatures they ftand 
intitled to Refpeft, Imitation, and Gratitude. 
But before infinite Perfeftion, they muft drop 
their Claim, and lie proftrate in the Duft 5 im- 
ploring Forgivenefe, not challenging a Reward, 
We all difcern a Beauty and a twinkling Luflre 
in the Stars, when viewed under the Shades 
of Night. But, when the magnificent Source 
of Day arifes, their Beauty vanilhes, their 
Luftre is Darknefs. Sucb are human Accom- 
pliftiments, when compared with the perfeft 

Law^ 
♦ Luki xviii. \%. t M^^t. xix. 20. 

C c 4 
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Law, or beheld by the piercing Eye, of the 
fupremely glorious GOD. 

^her. Methinks, this Notion confounds the 
Difference of Good and Evil ; and, by render* 
ing all our Aftions blameable^ would render 
them all alike. This is levelling with a Wit- 
nefs ! 

Aj^. It only fhews, that there are Bleniifhes 
in all. Whereas, Some are Flaw and Blemifli 
all over. Is there no Difference between the 
Leopards Spots, and the Mthiopians Soot ? If 
I maintain, that neither of them are perfe6lly 
white, does this imply, that both are equally 
black? 

I am only alledging, That all We perform, 
howtwcr Jpecious it may feem, is very far Jhort 
of our facred Rule \ and therefore cannot pro- 
cure the divine Favour, or intitle Us to the 

Kingdom of Heaven. ^Nay, that if GOD 

ihould enter into Judgment with Us, on the 
Foot of our own Performances ; He would dif- 
cover fuch Defe6ls, even in the choiceft In- 
ftances of our Obedience, as would render them 
Matter of Condemnation''^^ not meritorious of 
Applaufe. 

Be 

♦ To this Aflcrtion St, Cyril^ in Concert with feveral 
other Fathers, bears a very exprefs Teftimony : Auto ii/ui«v 

!€<%» TO op9»c epj^ao'd'ai ^oxMv, fji.ofA(pvg xa» aniocg OLfAoiana-Hn an 
jj Ti ma zj£oifpya^ou£ytf n axi C«<rav»^ovT0» 0fw. Eventhafg 
qf our ASftonSj which feem to be performed in a right Manner^ 
could not cfcape Cenfure and Blame ^ if GOD fbould examine^ ani 
brir^ them to the Tf/i. 
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Be pleafed tx) obferve this Penknife — ^What 
can be more exquifitely keeriy than the Edge; 
or more nicely poKJhedy than the Blade ? But, 
how do they appear, when beheld through one 
of thofe Micro/copes ? 

Ther. The Edge lefs Iharp than the Wood- 
man's Ax, or rather more blunt than his iron 
Wedge. The Polifti refembles a Mafs of coarje 
Metal, rudely hammered on the Anvil. 

AJp. How very delicate is the Cambric^ that 
forms your Ruffles; and gives fuch an orna- 
mental Air to your whole Drefs ! Nothing 
can be finer, than the Threads ; or more cx- 
aft, than the Texture. But what is their Ap- 
pearance in a microfcopic View ? 

l!ber. You would take the fine Threads for 
hempen Cords \ and would almoft be pofitivc, 
that they had been ivattled together, by the 
clumfy Hands of the Hurdle Maker ; rather 
than curioufly wove, in the Artift's Loom. 

jijp. That lovely Piece of Enamel^ whidi 
makes a Part of your Lady's penfile Equipage, 
quite charms the Spedator, with the Juftnefs 
of its Figure, and the Radiancy of its Colours. 
But— • 

Tber. Under the Scrutiny of this fearching 
Inftrument, it lofes all its Elegance; and in- 
ftead of winning our Admiration, provokes 
our Contempt. It looks like a Heap of Mor- 
tar, plaijlered on by the Mafon's Trowel 
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AJp. You fee then, Thcrmy what grofs In- 
delicacies, what bungling Inequalities, this fup- 
plementary Aid to our Sight difcovers, even in 
the mojijimjhed^ovks of human Art. So, and 
abundantly more, does the immaculate Purity 
of GOD, difcern Imperfe6Hbns in our mo/i 
tiprigbt Deeds, and moji guarded Hours. 

I faid, immaculate Purity — ^For, GOt) is not 
only unerringly wife to deteft, but infinitely 
pure to abhor, all Contamination. Have You 
confidered this Attribute of the GODHEAD, 
^eron? 

Tber. I have; and not without Amazement 
at the charming, the awful Defcriptions of it, 
which occur in the facred Writings, — G O D 
is not only holy, but, as the Lawgiver of the 
yews very fublimely exprefles Himfelf, glorious 
in Holinefs *• The facred Penmen, treating of 
this illuftrious Perfeflion, feem to labour the 
important Point. They indulge the loftieft 
Flights of Imagination ; they employ the boldeft 
Figures of Speech ; and add the moft glowing 
Colours of Eloquence ; not without frequent 
Acknowledgments, that all the Force of Lan- 
guage, is abundantly too feeble^ for the unut- 
terable Subje6l. 

One of the Prophets, addreffing the KING 
eternal, immortal, invifible, breaks out into 

this 

• Exod. XV. II. 
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this extatic Exclamation 5 O LORD^ my GOD^ 
my HOLTONEy I'bou art of purer Eyes, than 
(to allow, fhall I fay ? This is an Afcription 
of Praife, unfpeakably too mean for thy fur- 
paffing Excellency. Thou art of purer Eyes, 
than) to look upon Evil, and canji not behold Ini^ 
quity *• — Another, wrapt into a prophetic Vi- 
iion, fees the Seraphim veiling their Faces, in 
Token of profound Humiliation ; hears thofe 
Sons of Ardour and Love, crying, in loud re- 
fponfive Strains ; Holy, Holy, Holy is the LORD 

GOD ofSabaotb-f. Nay, fo tranfcendently 

holy, 

* Hab. i. 13. 

t Ifai. vi. 3. The Poets, and Writers of a bold Imagiiia- 
tion, are paiticularlv fond of A/<7fi^m^ ; of introducing cc- 
Icftial Beings, in orcler to give fome peculiar Dignity to their 
Plan, or fome additional Strength to their Sentiments. WiA 
inimitable Propriety, aud furprifmg Emphafis, is this Spe- 
cies of fine Writing ufed in Scripture. Efpecially in the Paf- 
fage quoted above. 

Let us only confider — The Perfonages. Thefe are theS/rff- 
ph'tm\ pure and adive Spirits. Likened, by the Pfalmift, 
to Flames of Fire ; ftyled, by the Apoftle, Dominions and 
Principalities of Heaven. Who excel in Strength and Wif- 
dom, in every high and bright Accomplifliment. — Their At- 
iitude. They wait around the KING immortal, feated on 
his exalted Throne. They fiatuii are in a Pofture of Ser- 
vice : with their Wings outftretched, ready to fly at the firft 
Signal, and execute whatever is commanded. They ftand, 
not with their Eyes reverently caft down j but with their 
Faces covered, to denote the deepe/i Self- Abafement : as Crea- 
tures, that are confcious and aihamed of their own Mcan- 
nefe ; or as overcome with the infupportable Glories, which 
beam from uncreated Majefty. — Their A£iion. They cele- 
brate, not in cold Converfation, but with rapturous Songs, 
DPt with fingle Voices, but in a grand Choir, {'^ *jj{ HT*^ 

Pfal. 
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holy, fays another devout Wor(hii^)cr, that 
all created Glory is totally eclipfed in his Prc- 
fence. He koketb to the Moen^ and it Jbinetb 
not 5 yea^ the Stars are wa pure in his Sight *. 

And 

Pfai. boanrii. 5, 6 ) the amiableyet treineiidoiisSaiifikTof die 
IX)RD Almighty.— Their A£aDi^ of £a^^mii. Though 
filled and penetrated with the prodigious Theme, they at- ' 
tempt not to defcribe it. Impradicable that, even by the 
Tongues of Angels ! Thcj exprels themfelves, therefore, in 
the Language of profound Admiration ; in repeated, in re- 
iterated Acclamations to the wonderful Attribute; Hofyt 
H$ly ! Hofy /—The Efe^s of this auguft Appearance. The 
Pofts of the Door, fliake at the Voice : the ponderous and 
magnificent Pillars of Brafs, (fee 2 Cbron. iii. 17.) tremble 
like a Leaf. The fpacious and beautiful Houfe, is filled with 
Tokens of the divine Indignation ; is involved in Clouds of 
Smoke ^ and joins with the trembling Colunuis, and adoring 
Seraphs, to tell the thoughtlcfs World, /SWw/«}^fli/k/7*ai^ 
it is to fall into tbi Hands of the living GOD! The Prophet 
bimfelf is flruck with Aflonifhment ; is overwhelmed with 
Awe ; and cries out, *' as a Woman in her Pangs**'— Can 
any Thing be more inlivened, impreffive, and alarming i 

If I fball not trefpafs upon the Reader's Patience, I would 
beg Leave to add a Remark, concerning the Word SalfMtb : 
which, though a Hebrew Expreifion, is retained in that ex- 
cellent Hymn, intitled Te Deum \ and which fome People, I 
am inclined to believe, inadvertently confound with Saibatb. 
•—The latter fignifies the Re^ of the feventh Day ; and, in 
this Connedion, yields a Senfe, not very appoflte, and com- 
paratively mean. Whereas, the former denotes Armies or 
Ho/is \ and furnifhes Us with an Image, truly grand and ma- 
jcflic ; worthy to be admitted into the Songs of Seraphs. — 
It celebrates GOD, as the great, univerfal, uncontroulable 
SOVEREIGN: who exercifes ^fupreme Dminion over 
all the Orders of Being, from the loftiefl Archangel that 
ihines in Heaven, to the lowefl Reptile that crawls in Duft. 
Who fays to a Legion of Cherubs, G$ ; and they go : — to a 
Swarm of Infedb, Come \ and they come :~to any, to every 
Creature, Do this i and they do it. See Matt, viii. 9. 
♦ Job XXV. 5. 
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And his very Angels^ thofe refined and exalted 
Intelligencies> He cbargeth with Folly *. 

Afp. Very majeftic Defcriptions ! — And pray 
let Us obferve the ImprefSons, which fuch 
Beamings of the divine Effulgence made upon 

the Saints of old. Mofes^ drawing near the 

cloudy Pavilion, the Prefence-chamber of the 
HOLY ONE oiF Ifrael, fays, with Emotions of 
uncommon Dread; / exceedingly fear and 
quake -f- /——When Job is favoured with fome 
peculiar Manifeftations of the omnipotent 
GOD, fee his Pofture ! Hear his Words ! / 
abbor tnyfelf and repent in Dujl and AJhes %. 
How ftrong is the Language ! How deep the 
Abafement ! — ^When Ifaiah faw the incompre- 
henfible JEHOVAH, fitting upon his Throne^ 
and the Princes of Heaven, adoring at his 
Footftool J ieized with a Pang of reverential 
Fear, He cried out; Woe is me! lam undone! 

Far I am a Man of unclean Lips || / When 

Ezekiel beheld an emblematical Reprefentation 
of HIM, who dwelleth in Light inaccefiible s 
When the ANTIENT of Days, veiled under 
a human Shape, appeared to Daniel: though 
One was a devout Prieft^ and each was an 
eminent Prophet; yet^ overwhelmed with a 
Mixture of Veneration and Terror, they both 
fell down at his Feet as dead^. And this, not 

before 

• Jib. iv. 18. t Heb. xii. 11. X Job. xlii. 6. 
I Ifai. vi. 5. % Ezik. j. 28, Dan. x. 8, 9. 
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before a fiill Difplay, but only before a GUmf>fe 
of the GODHEAD. Which, though partial 
and tranfient, was too dazzlingly bright, for 
an Eye of Flefh to bean 

O my Friend ! my I'beron! what Figure mu/l 
mr mean Performances, our low Attainments 
make, before this immenfely glorious GOD ? 
— Let Us examine the Behaviour and Spirit of 
Joby a little more particularly. He is one of 
your favourite Examples ; and indeed very de- 
fei-vedly. For, in Piety He had no Superior, 
and no Equal ; there was None like Him in the 
Earth. Yet, when He has to do with the 
MAKER of all Things, and the JUDGE of 
all Men, He pours out his abafhed Soul in 
thefe very remarkable Profeflions : If I jufttjy 
Myfelf my own Mouth Jhall condemn me: if I fay ^ 
I am perfedly it Jhall alfo prove me perverje *.— - 
He declares yet farther; If I wajh myfelf in 
Sno^V'Watery and make my Hands never fo clean^ 
yetjhalt Thou, O righteous and eternal GOD, 
plunge me in the Ditch-, manifeft me, notwith- 
ftanding all this Care and Circumfpeftion, to 
be a guilty and a filthy Creature ; yea, fo very 
guilty and filthy, that my own Clothes, were 
they fenfible of the Pollution, could not but ab-- 
bor me. 

This He confefles, not becaufe He was an 
habitual Sinner, or chargeable with any fcan- 

dalous 

• Sec Job. ix. 20, 21-^30, 31, 32. 



DIALOGUE VIII. 399. 
dalous Immorality -, but becaufe his Mind was 
filled with the moft afFefting Senfe, of GOD's 
inconceivable Holinefs, and infinite Glory, 
For^ adds the venerable Sufferer, He is not a 
Man as I am '^ but a BEING of fuch extenfive 
Knowledge, that nothing can efcape his Dis- 
cernment; of fuch exalted Purity, that every 
Spot of Defilement is lothfome in his Sight. 
For which Reafon, it is abfolutely impoflible, 
that IJhould anfwer Him^ with reference to my 
own perfonal Righteoufiiefs : or that Wejhould 
come together in Judgmenty on any fuch Foot- 
ing, without Confufion to myfelf, and Ruin 
to my Caufe. 

To all this He fubjoins, what is ftill more 
memof able and exemplary : T'hougb I were per- 
feSiy yet would I not know my Soulj I would ^- 
Jpife my Life. — He fuppofes Himfelf in a higher 
State, than your moft advanced Chriftiaii; 
though I were perfeSl. Yet, even in fuch a 
State, were it attainable and attained, / wwld 
not know my Soul\ not dwell upon, not pleads 
no, nor io much as cherifli a Thought of, my 
own Accomplifhments and Acquirements. In 
the impoitant Bufinefs of Juftification, they 
fhould ftand for Gyphers ; they fhould be 
thrown into Shades ; they fhould intirely diC- 
appear. — ^Nay more; I would defptfe my Life\ 
my Life, with all its moft (hining Adlions and 
moft diftinguiflied Virtues, fliould be reckoned 

in- 
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ypfi gnifir ant and dcipicable^ Juft as in/ignifi^ 
eant and dejpicable^ with refpefi: to this great 
Traniadion, as a wandering Spark would be^ 
if appointed to diffufe Day amidft the Dark-* 
nefs of Nighty or produce Spring amidft the 
Depths of Winter. 

I'ber^ Thefe are alarming Hints^ J^pqfo^ I 
jmift aMife&«*— -A Law^ which requires an 
exaS and univerfal Obedience^ both in Heart 
and Lifel— -A GOD of fuch Maje%, Purity 
and Glory, that Men of the mod appnroed In* 
tegiity, are overwhelmed with Qn^ufimy in his 
Pre&nce ? — I ihall confider them» at my Lei-^ 

fure, with the Attention they deferve« ^At 

|irefent» I believe. Opportunity is giving \is 
the ^ip« Yonder Coach feems to be fhoving 
this Way, and the Livery looks like Pbilan^ 

uS^afio^ defirous to fix thefe ConviCtions— 
which are of the lafi Confequence to our Faith 
and Salvation- — ^very defirous to fix them on 
Jbis Friend's Mind, replied. 

-4^. As your Vifitants are at a DiftancCt 
give me Leave to obferve; That the wifeft of 
Men, attending to th^firft of thefe Particulai-s, 
lias poured Contempt upon all human Excel-^ 
kncy ; I'bere is not ajujl Man upon Earthy that 
doetb Goody and Jinneth not *. The Apoftle of 
CfflUST* takes Shame to Himfelf, on the fame 

Account; 

* EccleJ. vii. 20. 
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Account ; and teaches all Mankind to ftrike 
the Sail of Self-Conceit ; Li many Things We of^ 

fend all*. DaviJy confidering th^ latter of 

thefe Points, prays with the utmoft Earneft- 
nefsi Enter not into Judgment with thy Servant^ 

LORD ! And affigns this humbling Rea- 
ion for his Petition j JFbr, in thy Sights Jhallno 
Man living bejujiified-f. This induced N^he^ 
miah, who had been fo nobly zealous for the 
Honour of his GOD, not to confide in his 
own vaju^ble Services, but make Application 
to forgiving Gopdnefs. Spare me, O LORD, 
loccor^ng to thy great Mercy J. 

Had I fet before You the Example of the 
poor Publican, who fmote upon his Breaft^ 
durft not lift up his Eyes to Heaven; but 
cried from the Bottom of a polluted Heart, 
GQD be merciful to me a Sinner \\ ! Self "Love, 
might poffibly have whifpered ; " Surely, I 
" am not to be ranked with that abominable 
<c Wretch. I ftand upon fome better Foot- 

" ing, than fuch an infamous Offender." 

With refpe£l to the Enjoyment of eternal 
jLife, We ftand upon no better, upon no other. 
And when l(yio as that obnoxious defpifed Crea- 
ture, We are upon the very fame Ground 
with the pioft exalted Saints. They all appear 
Wore the MAJESTY of. HEAVEN, in the 
lame Attjtude of unfeigned Humiliation, and 

with 

♦ Jam. iii. 2. t Pf^l* cxliiL 2. X ^^^' ^"'* ^^* 

1 Luki acviii. 1 3. 

Vol. I. D d 
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with the fame Acknowledgments of utter Un* 
worthinefs, — For, it is a certain Truth, and 
admits of no Exception j That to juftify Sin- 
ners, is not the Privilege of human Obedience, 
but the^^i^ Prerogative of /i&^ LORD our 
Rigbteoufnefs. 

I'hcr. Is not the Praftice of Hezekiab an 
Exception to your Rule ? Thcfc, if I recol- 
left aright, are the Words of that holy King; 
/ befeecb T'beCy LORD^ remember htm I bave 
nv diked before T*bee in TCrutby' and with aperfeS 
Hearty and bave done tbat wbicb is good in thy 
Sight ^. You fee, He puts the Iffue of his 
Tryal before the everlafting GOD, upon his 
own Integrity and his own Obedience. 

Afp. Thefe are his Words, but they are not 
ufed with tbis View. He humbly reprefents be- 
fore the great SOVEREIGN of the World, how 
beneficial his former Life had been^ and how 
ferviceable his prolonged Life might be^ to the 
bell Interefts of the Jewijh Nation. He recurs 
to his Obedience, not that He may eftablifh his 
Hope of eternal Happinefs in Heaven ; but that 
He may obtain a Reprieve from the Grave, and 
a Lengthening of his Tranquillity on Earth. — 
Neither is this Obedience gloried in, by way of 
Merit; but only pleaded, by way of Argument : 
As though Pie had faid ; " Remember^ gracious 
"GOD, how I have exerted my royal Au- 

l\ thorityi^ 

♦ 2 Khrgs XX. 3. 
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thority, to fupprefs Idolatry, to extirpate 
" Vice, and to promote thy true Religion. 
" Confiderj how greatly thy People ftand in 
•* need of fuch a vigilant and zealous Goverr 
" nor; and to what a miferable Condition 
** both Church and State may be reduced, if 
*' Thou takeft away thy Servant by this threat- 
** ened but untimely Stroke. And, for the 
*' Welfare of Judah^ for the Honour of thy 
** Name, for the Support of thy own Wor- 
*'fhip, O /pare me a little r 

Afpafio paufed} expecting a Reply. As 

^eron continued filent and mufing, Afpafio^ 
with a Smile of Benevolence, proceeded. — — 
Come, my T'beron 3 why fo deep in Thought ? 
Have You any Ob]e6lion to the Evidences I 
have produced ? — They are fome of the moft 
dignified Charafters, and illujirious Perfonages, 
that could be fele6led from all Ages : Kings, 
Princes, and Patriots ; Priefts, Saints, and 
JVlartyrs. Should thefe be deemed infufficient, 
I can exhibit a larger and nobler Cloud of 
Witnefles — larger^ for they are a great Mul- 
titude, which no Man can number, of all 
Nations, and Kindreds, and People, and 

Tongues nobler^ for they ftand before the 

Throne, and before the LAMB, clothed with 

white Robes, and Palms in their Hands. 

Afk thofe (hining Armies, Who they are, and 

Whence they came? Their Anfwer is com- 

D d 2 prijcd 
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prized in one of my favourite Portions of 
Scripture : one of thofe delightful Texts, from 
which I hope to derive Confolation eveti in 
my laft Moments. For whidi Reafon, You 
will allow me to repeat it, though it may per- 
haps be mentioned in a former Converfation. 
We are they^ "who came out of great Trilndatimi 
dtid have 'wajhed our RoAeSy and made them "white 
in the Blocd of the LAMB: therefore are tVe 
before the Throne *. 

Some of them laid down their Lives for the 
Sake of CHRIST; many of them were etai- 
nent for Works of Righteoufiiefs; all of thetn 
were endued with real Holinefe. Yet, notle 
of thefe Qualifications conftituted their Pa^ 
port, into the Regions of endlefs Felicity. 
They had ^wajhed their Robes ; had fled to the 
Atonement, and pleaded the Merits, of JESUS 

their SAVIOUR Hereby they had made 

them white 5 this was the Caufe of their Ac- 
quittance from Guilt, and their complete JuA 

tification And therefore , on this Account, 

their Perfons were accepted ; they were pre- 
fented without Spot before the Throne ; and 
admitted to that Fulnefs of Joy, which is at 
GOD's Right-hand for evermore. 

Ther. I have no Objedlion to your Witncf. 
fes. But, methinks, your Dodrine is ftrangely 
debajing to human Nature. 

^ Riv. vii. 14, 15, 
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\Afp. A Sign, T'heron, that it is agreeable to 
the Genius of the GofpeL Which is calculated, 
as the eloquent Ifaiah foretold, to humble the 
Sinner, and exalt the SAVIOUR*; the Lof^ 
tinefs ofManjhallbe bowed down ^ and the Haugh^ 
tinefs of Menjhall be made lowy and the LORD 
alone jhall be exalted in that Day-^: " Man, 
" though naturally vain, ihall be made fenfi- 
" ble of his numberlefs Offences ; fhall fee the 
" Defefts that attend his higheft Attainments; 
" fhall confefs the Impoflibility of being jufti- 
« fied by the Deeds of the Law ; and place all 
*^ his Hope upon the propitiatory Death, and 
** meritorious Obedience, of the LORD 

^' JESUS CHRisrr 

* This corrcfponds with a very valuable Maxim, which 
an eminent Divine once recommended to his People, as a 
Toucbftom to diftinguilh tuangelical Truth. — That Dod^rine, 
be faid, which tends 

To humble the Sinner ; 
ToexalttheSAVIOURi 
To promote HoKnefs j 

That Doctrine, which tends to accomplifh all thefe De- 
figns, You may embrace ^ found. That which is defec-r 
five in its Influence on any one of them. You ihould reject 
as eorrupt. 

t Ifai. II. II. 
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